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RECOMMENDATIONS

Fruit fair

June 19-21

The Royal Thai Embassy in
collaboration with Thai Airways
International will organise a three-
day Thai Fruits Fair: "Exotic Fruits of
Chiang Mair' at the Embassy
ground "Udhayan Thai" on Madani
Avenue in Baridhara, Dhaka from
19-21 June, from 10am to 6 pm.

Crystal Fair

June 20-26

A weeklong Russian Crystal Fair
will be held in the Exhibition Hall at
the Russian Cultural Centre. The
inauguration ceremony will be held
on Friday, June 20 at 5pm. The
exhibition will remain open for all
from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm till
Thursday June 26th, 2003.

Venue: Exhibition Hall of the
Russian Cultural Centre

House # 510, Road # 7,
Dhanmondi R/A,, Dhaka-1205

Exhibition

June 14-24

Dhaka Shahittya Sanskriti Kendra
is holding the 6th caligraphy
exhibition at the National Museum
gallery on the occasion of Holy
Siratunnabi (Sm.). The ehibition
presents works of 42 artists. The
exhibition is open for visitors
everyday from 10 amto 5 pm.

Theatre

June 27-30

To mark the fourth Biannual
Conference of Shattwik Nattya
Somprodya, the theatre group
arranges a drama festival at the
Shawkat Osman auditorium of
Begum Sufia Kamal Library.
Entitled Molierre Drama Festival,
the festival features staging of
Molierre's drama by four reputed
theatre groups of Dhaka. Besides, a
seminar titled Molierre's Drama in
Bangladesh will also take place
during the 4-day long conference of
Shattwik.

An extravaganza
of music

Fete de la Musique at Alliance Francaise

FAYzA HAQ

director of dance and music in

France, at the request of Jack
Lang, wanted to bring about a
change in music according to the
current trends. One found music
everywhere but not concerts.

In 1982, in order to study French

I N 1981 Maurice Fleuret, a

19th, 20th and 21st June 2003
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culture in more depth Maurice
Fleuret discovered that in a study of
millions of people one out of two
practiced some form of musical
instrument or another. He then
dreamt of a time when people would
come to the streets with their musi-
cal instruments. In this manner
Fete de la Musique came into being
in 21* June 1982. Before this it was
known as Fete de la Saint-Jean.
The slogan was "Today is the music
festival so play music to your heart's
content".

Amateurs and professionals
both joined in this. Gradually it
gained popularity and momentum in
the hearts of the French people.
Rock, jazz, traditional music all
come under the umbrella of the fete.
In this way, in a few years, Fete de la
Musique became a prominent
cultural festival. In 1985 this spread
beyond France covering the whole
of Europe. Within 15 years Fete de
la Musique became popular in over
100 countries. In France alone, this
year, 800,000 professionals and
amateurs will take part in 10,000
concerts with an audience of 10
to12 million who come from the
countryside and the metropolises.
Moreover, in 110 countries and in
hundreds of cities in the five conti-

nents of the world , musicians from
various origins  will join in their
spirited enthusiasm and joyous
participation in a festivity that is
dedicatedtooneanall.

At Alliance Francaise de Dacca,
on 19" June at 7pm, Indian classical
music will be presented by Koushik
Bhattacharjee (vocal) and Sangram
Roy (tabla), Sangram Roy began
his career as a tabla player in his
childhood and has accompanied
players like Ustad Bahadur Khan,
Pandit VG Jog, Pandit Giriraj
Chowrasha and has been awarded
"Dishari" from West Bengal Journal-
ists Association. Koushik
Bhattacharjee began his career by
performing at festivals like the
International Children's Film Festi-
val and Music Festival of Aurobindo
Bhawan in Calcutta. He has studied
under Shri Arun Bhaduri and Shri
Sunill Bose . A regular artiste of All
India Radio, he has performed in
USAand Canada.

On 20" June, at 5pm, the Ecole de
Musique of Alliance Francaise under
the guidance of Mehjabeen Rehman,
will perform pieces from western
classics. The participants range from
architects, career women to school
children. "Jhankar Lalitkala Acad-
emy" will then perform Nazrulgeeti
and country songs a 6pm. This will be
followed by "Encore" a dance show
conducted by Ishraq Dhali at 7 pm.
Ishraq has studied dance in USAand
teaches numbers like tango and
samba. At 8pm, the same day, Antara
Sangeet Vidyaloi and Nazia
Andaleeb will perform Nazrulgeeti,
Rabindras-angeet and country
songs. "Nemesis" and "Bangladesh”
will conduct a dance at 9.30 pm to
conclude the evening .

On 21* June, Saturday, at 5pm.
There will be French songs by
I'Ecole Francaise Internationale de
Dacca. This will be followed by local
and English rock by a band group
organized by Halim and Timir a
6pm. This will be followed by Tagore
and Nazrul songs at 7pm by the
"Sanshari Sangeet Sangstha".
Ghazals by the well-known singer
will be performed at 8pm. A dance
evening will conclude the fete by
"Renaissance" (with Rumi and
Laura) with intervals of French
songs by "Casseroles."

The entrance to the fete is free.
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Stories behind photographs

Philip Gain's photography exhibition at Drik Gallery

CULTURE DESk

PPARENTLY the 65

photographs project

images of beauty of the
country's flora, the jubilant faces
and the busy everyday life of the
tribal people that live amidst this
peaceful greenery. The informa-
tion that these npictures carry,
however, tells some saddening
and alarming stories. It tells of
how our scanty natural forests are
withering away with the aggres-

sion of exotic species of trees. It
tells of how these simple indige-
nous populations are becoming
strangers in their own land.
Entitled Aronner Krondon (Cry
of the Forest), the photography
exhibition that recently took place
at the Drik Gallery was an exten-
sive study of the fate of our forests
undertaken by Philip Gain during
his association with the Society
for Environment and Human
Development (SEHD). His jour-
ney through our natural heritage

e

The children of the forest being uprootted from their habita

tion.

TV GUIDE

for more than a decade has cov-
ered almost all major forest areas
of the country--the Sundarbans,
the Madhupur National Park and
the forests of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts area.

The study shows that the
increasing need for lumber has
led various sectors in backing
plantation of invasive species like
teak, eucalyptus, acacia, pine,
rubber etc. This has caused clear
felling of our native trees espe-
cially sal and garjan. Backed and
often funded by the government
agencies, government research
institutes and international inter-
est groups like the ADB and the
World Bank, these projects are
protected and favoured by widely
circulated argument that the
invasive species like conifers and
eucalyptus are much more pro-
ductive than the native ones and
harmless to the local environ-
ment. They have also put a legal
framework in place, which protect
them from any legal action taken
against them in case any particu-
lar species turns out to be mis-
takeninthelongrun.

Not just the native trees, the
inhabitants of these forest areas,
usually indigenous communities
who consider themselves to be
the children of the forests and
have traditionally sourced the
forests for their livelihood, have
also fallen victim to these planta-
tion projects. Often plantation and
legal reforms have rendered
these children of the forest illegal
residents on their traditional
homeland. Philip Gain's camera
has also focused on these ill-fated
people.

Although trained as a journalist
and writer in the first place, Philip
Gain's interest and accomplish-
ment in photography is clearly
noticeable in the pictures placed
on the exhibition. The images also
project his close proximity with the
complexities of the forests.
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Acacia, one major source of lumber,

The last of the Garjans--will they survive the on-going massive felling?

easily gets split from the centre.

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the
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Tiger's Eye

Dogs With Jobs
Earth Pulse
Taming The Tigers
Built For The Kill
Wolves Of The Sea
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Raising Of U534
Africa From The
Ground Up

Return To The Wild
Dogs With Jobs
Earthpulse
Attack-In Pursuit Of
Africa
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9:30  Heroes Of The High
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10:30 Volcano Hunters

11:30 The Lost Fleet Of
Guadalcanal
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Hum Saath Aath
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