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Welcome to
Madrid

AFP, Madrid

The label-conscious England
captain David Beckham and his pop
star wife Victoria will have no prob-
lems replenishing their wardrobe
after he formally signs for Real
Madrid on July 2.

The Spanish capital does not
quite yet have the reputation of
Milan as being a global fashion
centre - one of the reasons why
Beckham was linked with clubs in
the ltalian city for several months -
but it is rapidly catching up with its
rival from across the
Mediterranean.

The Beckhams left London on
Tuesday, for a promotional tour of
Japan, clad in Gucci and Calvin
Klein and both designers have
boutiques just a few metres away
from each other on the swanky
Calle de Jose Ortega y Gasset in
the heart of Madrid's upmarket
Barrio Salamanca.

Eating will also not prove to be a
problem, despite the AAA Europe
Travel Book warning, "Local speci-
alities such as offal, blood sausage
and pig's ear are usually unpopular
with visitors."

Madrid boasts numerous first
class restaurents - and a few
English and Irish pubs if Beckham
fancies returning to his roots -
although Real Madrid's celebratory
lunchs often take place in one of two
Basque restaurents near the club's
Santiago Bernabeu stadium.

Alternatively, Beckham could
take some advise from his former
colleague in the England team
Steve McMananman, who has been
at Real Madrid for four seasons.

"The Hotel Ritz is my favourite
place to go for a drink or afternoon
coffee," said McManaman recently.

McManaman had few problems
adjusting to life in Spain, "Although
all of a sudden a bunch of fans will
approach me and start talking. My
mind goes a complete blank. On the
field though | can understand and
there are one or two lads who can
speak some English if | need some
help."

Beckham and McManaman are
likely to be neighbours, albeit briefly
as the former Liverpool player is
likely to be moving during the sum-
mer, in the upper-class suburb of La
Moraleja which is the favourite
location for many Real Madrid
players.

Spanish newspapers reported
on Wednesday that Real Madrid
had already reserved places at an
exclusive nursery in La Moraleja for
the Beckham's two infants Brooklyn
and Romeo.

For relaxation on rare days off
from playing or promotional commit-
ments, Beckham might consider a
traditional Spanish outing of attend-
ing a bullfight.

Madrid boasts of the Plaza de
Toros Monumental de las Ventas,
proudly described by the city coun-
cil's own publications as, "consid-
ered the Cathedral of bullfighting by
those in the know."

Bullfighting's popularity may be
in decline but Ventas is still the place
to be seen for many of Madrid's
good and the great.

Real Madrid striker Raul is a
regular feature in Ventas' best
seats, esepcially during the three
week-long Feria de San Isidro in
May, which commemorates
Madrid's patron saint, as the guest
of politicians and celebrities.
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CONSTELLATION COMPLETE?

(Clockwise) Ronaldo, David Beckham, Luis Figo, Raul, Roberto Carlos and Zinedine Zidane.

Money, the final word

I/ Football

AFP, London

Selling David Beckham might
provoke an outcry from fans but for
Manchester United it's just busi-
ness.

Beckham is the club's best-
known asset. He is used to sell
everything from chocolate in Asia to
mobile telephones in Europe and
earns more than 10 million pounds
(17 million dollars) a year from
sponsorship deals.

That may be dwarfed by deals
struck in US sport where LeBron
James, an 18-year-old basketball
sensation last month signed a 90-
million-dollar, seven-year deal with
Nike.

Still less than the five-year, 100-
million-dollar contract American
golfer Tiger Woods signed with Nike
in September 2000.

Reports suggested Beckham
would be earning six million euros a
year in wages at Madrid. His
endorsement deals come on top of
that.

For Manchester United plc, the
Beckham sale immediately paid off
when the club's shares, listed on the
London Stock Exchange, rose 3.45
percent to 150 pence in early trad-
ing.

United has a market
capitalisation of 395 million pounds
and pre-tax profits for the six months
to January 31 of 20.3 million
pounds.

As a home-bred player,
Beckham's 24.5 million pound (35
million euro) sale was pure profit.

And Beckham's market value
was depreciating because under

the European law which regulates
the movement of footballers
between clubs, players can leave
for nothing when their contracts
expire.

Beckham's contract was due to
runoutintwo years.

United might sell fewer replica
shirts now but they have a 13-year
merchandising deal with Nike which
guarantees more than 20 million
pounds a year. The club receives
the money regardless of the number
of shirts sold.

Manchester United sell out their
Old Trafford stadium whenever they
play and, with a long waiting list for
season tickets, selling of Beckham
will not affect gate receipts.

However it could have an effect
on the size of television audiences
for Manchester United matches
screened outside Britain.

The club's media rights deals in
Britain and overseas are currently
agreed collectively, with revenues
shared equally with the club's
Englishrivals.

United expect to take control of
their overseas media rights in the
next two years - by which time
Beckham will have been replaced
by another star, such as Brazil's
World Cup winner Ronaldinho
whom manager Alex Ferguson is
trying to buy from French side Paris
St Germain.

Real Madrid have more to gain
from international rights. They are
negotiating how their media rights
would be sold overseas and if they
agree to sell rights individually then
Beckham's arrival will boost reve-
nue.

"When Real Madrid bought
Zinedine Zidane they agreed to pay
him 5.4 million pounds a year in
return for the right to exploit his

image," said Tim Crow, director of
consulting at Karen Earl
Sponsorship, which advises
Wilkinson Sword, one of
Manchester United's biggest spon-
sors.

"A year after buying him they'd
sold an additional 480,000 shirts
with his name on, worth something
like 14 million pounds," Crow told
the Financial Times.

In Ronaldo, Luis Figo and
Zinedine Zidane, Real not only have
the world's finest footballers but a
marketing trio that all but sews up
the European and South American
markets.

The Spanish club will be hoping
that Beckham will play an important
role in opening up the Asian market.

His phenomenal popularity in
Japan and South Korea was dem-
onstrated at last year's World Cup.
Real will be hoping Asian fans will
follow Beckham to Madrid. Their
first opportunity to test this will come
with a tour of Chinain August.

Beckham's market value might
be demonstrated but how well he
actually does on the playing field is
another matter.

Several of their recent big
signings, including the Brazilian
striker Ronaldo and the French
midfielder Zinedine Zidane, initially
struggled to make an impact at the
club. Former Arsenal star Nicolas
Anelka stayed just one season at
Real but could not handle the pres-
sure.

United manager Ferguson,
convinced by a Champions League
defeat to Real Madrid in April that he
needed to rebuild his team, can now
use the 35 million euros Real
agreed to pay to fund future invest-
ments.

Tokyo gone crazy!

m Football

AFP, Tokyo

Hundreds of screaming fans
greeted footballing superstar David
Beckham and his popstar wife
Victoria as they arrived in Japan
Wednesday, and the England
captain declared himself happy to
be moving to Real Madrid.

The Beckhams landed at Tokyo's
Narita airport shortly before 3:30 pm
(0630 GMT), hours after the midfield
star agreed to move from
Manchester United to the giant
Spanish club in a deal worth up to 35
million euros (41.25 million US
dollars).

Posing only briefly for photo-
graphs in front of dozens of camera-
men, the smartly dressed celebrity
couple whisked past their fans
without stopping as they began the
firstleg of an Asian promotional tour.

Asked by waiting reporters if he
was happy to be moving to Spain,
Beckham, who was wearing a white
v-necked shirt, dark blazer and
jeans with his hair tied in two small
ponytails, told waiting reporters;
"Yeslam."

The superstar drew frantic
screams from around 500 fans,
many of whom had been waiting
since early in the morning and
surged forward as the couple was
led to a waiting Mercedes, sur-
rounded by burly security men.

"I came here with my husband
and daughter at 10 this morning --
today is my best day ever," gushed

Miki Ozaki, aged 26.

"l was so happy to see him," said
Mari, aged 30, wiping tears from her
eyes.

"I've been ftravelling since last
night to get here, but it was well
worth it," said the woman from
Hyogo prefecture, 450 kilometres
(280 miles) west of Tokyo, who gave
noname.

One group of five schoolboys, all
aged 15, said they had been at the
airport since early morning, more
than nine hours before Beckham
was scheduled to land, but had
waited in vain.

"We're really upset we did not get
to see him, he went past too
quickly," lamented a dejected Koson
Nakajima.

The glamour boy of football said
he was also delighted to be back in
Japan where he attained iconic
status during last summer's World
Cup finals jointly hosted by Japan
and South Korea.

"Yes, I'm very pleased (to be
back in Japan). I really like Japan," a
beaming Beckham said.

"Yeah, | love it here," added
Victoria, whose fame as a Spice Girl
and role as a glamorous mother of
two has ensured her her own large
fan base here as well as ashareina
fortune in advertising contracts.

The Beckhams' carefully stage-
managed public appearances
during their three-day stay in Japan
will mainly be to promote the goods
of the footballer's main Japanese
sponsors, including beauty product
and clinic operator TBC and confec-
tioner Meiji Seika Kaisha.

Beckham and Victoria made

their world-first promotional appear-
ance together in an advert for TBC,
where they combine cuddling up in
front of the camera with playful
pillow fights.

The two-year contracts with the
two companies are estimated to be
worth some 500 million yen (4.2
million dollars) each, "probably a
record fee a commercial perfor-
mance," in Japan, an advertising
industry source who declined to be
named told AFP.

The footballer's face stares out
from billboards, television screens
and flyers in train carriages across
the country, advertising a range of
goods from chocolate-coated
almonds to mobile phones.

"He is one of the top names you
can think of for an advertisement
board," said Reiko Suzuki, research
director at Dentsu Communications
Institute, a consumer and lifestyle
research firm owned by advertising
giant Dentsu.

"He is handsome and good at
sport... Japanese people also like
the fact he looks after his wife and
children, plus he has money. He
basically has everything."

Not everyone at the airport was
bowled over by the Beckham magic,
however.

"What are all these people doing
here?" asked a bemused Bryon
Mack a US military official based in
Japan.

"I 've never heard of David
Beckham," said the 30 year old from
Virginia who was at the airport to
meet his family.

'DBO7’ lives

AFP, London

Marks and Spencer has no plans to
re-brand its David Beckham-
endorsed "DBO07" children's clothing
range, although the player is set to
lose his treasured number seven
shirt at Real Madrid, the British retail
chain said Wednesday.

Beckham has long worn number
seven for both Manchester United
and England, but the shirt is already
taken at Real Madrid, to whom he is
being transferred in a deal worth
24.5 million pounds (35 million
euros, 40 million dollars).

Spanish international striker
Raul already wears seven at Real --
and even has a clause written into
his contract guaranteeing that
squad number.

Thus while Beckham will still
sport his old shirt for England, at
Real he might have to make do with
number 11, expected to be vacated
this summer by Brazilian striker
Ronaldo, who is finally being
allowed his first-choice number nine
with the departure of Fernando
Morientes to Italian giants AS Roma

However Marks and Spencer
said they would stick with the name
of its successful line.

"Absolutely no way, no,"” a
spokeswoman said when asked
whether a change of number might
be required.

"It's now a well established and
popular brand so people know the
brand for whatitis," she insisted.

"A lot of the merchandise is also
labelled Beckham rather than
DBO7 so | really don't think it will
cause a problem at all, especially
with the England connection.”

Beckham is currently in the
second year of a three year deal
with Marks that reportedly pays him
around one million pounds a year.

Life goes on

m Football

AFP, London

Manchester United captain Roy
Keane is confident the English
champions can survive without
David Beckham after the England
captain agreed a four-year deal with
Real Madrid.

Keane believes manager Alex
Ferguson, who has delivered eight
Premiership trophies in 11 years,
knows what he is doing.

"It's sad to see him leave but all |
know is that our manager does
what's best for Manchester United,"
Keane told Sky Sports.
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ALEX FERGUSON

"If he thinks selling Becks is the
best for Manchester he is all right to
doit.

"He has sold a lot of top players
over the years - Dwight Yorke, Andy
Cole, players like Denis Irwin have
left - but the club has to go on. That's
what football is all about.

"During my time Steve Bruce,
Gary Pallister, Mark Hughes, Andrei
Kanchelskis, Eric Cantona - all great
players - but they move on to differ-
entchallenges or they retire.

"I'm sure the same will happen to
me one day. We'll miss him but as
but as a player you maybe have to
look at yourself. That's football. It's
unfortunate when a player leaves a
club but players come and go."

Ferguson is believed to have
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ROY KEANE

made his mind up after the
Champions League quarter-final
defeat to Real in April he needed to
change his tactics and he no longer
saw arole for Beckham.

Now he is planning to buy Brazil
World Cup star Ronaldinho from
French side Paris St Germain.

Also in the frame are Leeds
United's Australian forward Harry
Kewell and their goalkeeper Paul
Robinson, as a replacement for
French keeper Fabien Barthez.

French Under-21 international
full-back Julien Escude, who plays
for Rennes, and Sporting Lisbon's
19-year-old Ricardo Quaresma are
other players who have been linked
with United.

Ferguson tried to sign the four
million pound (six million dollar)-
rated Escude last August.

The five million pound-rated
Quaresma is said to be the best
thing to come out of Portugal since
Luis Figo.

His chances of coming to Old
Trafford were rated good because of
United coach Carlos Quieroz's links
with Sporting.

Other targets are Joe Cole now
that West Ham have been rele-
gated.

Ferguson wanted to sign the
eight million-pound-rated 21-year-
old as a youngster but he preferred
to stay athome in London.

Juventus' French international
defender Lilian Thuram, Dutch
striker Roy Makaay, the leading
scorer in Spain with Deportivo La
Coruna, and Sunderland's 20-year-
old French forward David Bellion
are other possibilities.

TURKEY V USA

FRANCE 2003

REUTERS, St. Etienne

Turkey open their Confederations
Cup campaign against the United
States on Thursday aiming to prove
that last year's run to the World Cup
semi-finals was no fluke.

Senol Gunes' men return to the
world stage after being one of the
revelations, along with joint hosts
South Korea, of the 2002 finals in
Asia.

Hoping to join favourites Brazil
from Group B in the Cup semi-finals,
Turkey face a U.S. team who were
themselves surprise quarter-
finalists last year.

Determined not to underestimate
their opponents, Gunes told report-
ers: "The United States are not a
weak side -- they've taken part in
every World Cup since 1990.

"Our team has changed since
the World Cup. I've brought in some
players from the under-21s...as
have all the other sides in this com-
petition.

"l wanted to try out new players
with a view to Euro 2004 and the
2006 World Cup."

Turkey, invited to the tournament

Prove your

after losing World Cup finalists
Germany declined the offer, have
had a mixed time in qualifying for
next year's European champion-
ship.

Though two points clear of
England at the top of Group Seven,
they have played a game more and
were beaten 2-0 by Sven-Goran
Eriksson's men in Sunderland in
April.

Gunes, whose attack will be led
by striker Nihat Kahveci and sup-
ported by playmaker Yildiray
Basturk, made no secret of his
ambitions.

"We want to win this
Confederations Cup," he said,
ideally by beating France in the final
at the Stade de France on June 29.

For the United States, the tour-
nament is about adding to their
international experience before the
Gold Cup in July, without feeling
they have to deliver for the folks
back home.

"Our opponents are well aware
of the fact that we have the ability to
win games at this level," coach
Bruce Arena said in the run-up to the
tournament.

"I don't think they are going to be
taking us for granted."

"We are not worried about it. |
think it is great that we can play in
this competition against quality
teams and really not have the pres-
sure to produce results."

That Gunes is not in the same
position as Arena is just one of the
reasons why Turkey should run out
winners at the Stade Geoffroy
Guichard on Thursday.

Only news in Spain

m Football

REUTERS/AFP, Madrid

Move over Juan Carlos! Spain
prepared to crown a new king on
Wednesday as Real Madrid's
agreement to sign England captain
David Beckham sent the soccer-
mad country's media into a frenzy.
"God save the new king!"
enthused one excited television

to headlines hailing his victory,
Barcelona's newly-elected presi-
dent Joan Laporta will have had the
smile of satisfaction wiped off his
face on Wednesday.

"Real Madrid win race to sign
Beckham, Barca ridiculed," blasted
the Spanish tabloid La Razon.

"(Real Madrid president)

Florentino Perez beats Barca to
Beckham," commented EI Mundo,
turning the heat on the fragile rela-
tionship between the two Spanish
football giants and bitter rivals.

midfielder.

Even the normally-staid El Pais
had a picture of the Gucci-clad
Beckham and his wife Victoria
leaving London en-route to his
promotional tour in Japan, the
market in which Real hope have a
prominent presence now that
Beckham will be wearing their
famous all-white jersey next sea-
son.

Marca predictably crowed about
its success in getting ahead of its
rivals with the news that Beckham

PHOTO: AFP

A man reading popular Spanish sport newspaper As with its front page announcing that England captain David Beckham
has agreed to sign for Real Madrid in front of the club's Santiago Bernabeu Stadium yesterday.

reporter as the Spanish media -- in
which football and celebrity gossip
vie for prominence -- erupted in
excitement at the prospect of the
arrival of "Becks" and his glamorous
wife, former Spice Girl Victoria.

Pictures of the couple, the dar-
lings of the British tabloid press,
were splashed over the front pages
of Spanish newspapers as the local
media dwelt on Beckham's glittering
pop-star lifestyle and lucrative
merchandising power -- almost
ignoring his talents on the field.
"King Midas of football," said daily
sports paper Marca, emphasising
that the "Spice Boy" would bring in
more money in merchandising than
Real Madrid's recent high-profile
signings, such as Brazilian striker
Ronaldo.

Only two days after he woke up

Only the Barcelona-based sports
papers gave Laporta any respite
from his humiliation, barely a week
after the 40-year-old lawyer had told
the Catalan club's supporters that
he had reached an agreement with
Manchester United to sign
Beckham, a key factor in his land-
slide victory ahead of five other
candidates on Sunday.

"Beckham escapes, but Laporta
has other options," said the pro-
Barca daily Sport.

Sport speculated that Laporta
might go after Arsenal's Thierry
Henry or Paris St Germain's unset-
tled Brazilian World Cup winner
Ronaldinho in a bid to restore his
credibility.

Spanish sports daily As just
simply said, "Superstar," above a
full-page photo of the 28-year-old

Debut in China

m Football

AFP, Mmadrid

Real Madrid's latest superstar
acquisition David Beckham could
make his debut for the club in China
on August 2, the Spanish club said
on Wednesday.

The nine-times European cham-
pions will face a Chinese Xl in
Beijing before going on to play
various fixtures in Japan.

Real will arrive in China on July
25 and spend a week training in the
provincial capital Kunming.

"Real director Emilio Butragueno
has just spent several days in
Kunming examining first hand the
playing surfaces and hotels,"
Chinese football federation official

Zhu Heyuan was reported as saying
on Spanish news agency EFE on
Wednesday.

"The arrival of Real Madrid is a
privledge for Chinese fans. This
tour, by the best team in the world, is
the result of two years of hard nego-
tiations, which almost collapsed due
to the SARS (Severe Respitory
Failure Syndrome) epidemic,"
admitted Zhu.

Real have decided to continue
their tour of the Far East despite the
fact that English Premiership clubs
Newcastle United, Liverpool and
Aston Villa have shelved similar
plans to visit the region.

However, the province of
Yunnan, of which Kunming is the
capital, has yet to register a case of
SARS.

The tour will have a major impact
on Real's marketing plans in Asia.

would be coming to the Spanish
capital rather than Catalonia.

"We told you, and he's here,"
said Spain's biggest selling sports
paper.

Despite the fact that all parties
have confirmed that Beckham will
sign on the dotted line for Real on
July 2, a four-year contract reported
to be worth around six million euros
a year in salary alone, two issues
remain unresolved.

Firstly, his shirt will not be the
number 7 he wore at Manchester
United, but there has been no
indication what will be on his back
apart from the notoriously fickle and
critical Real Madrid fans if he fails to
live up to expectations.

Beckham has an affinity with the
number, so much so that the Marks
and Spencer's sportswear line he
endorses is called DB07, but Real's
home-grown star Raul has it written
into his contract that he has the
rights to the number.

Speculation was rife on
Wednesday that Beckham will be
wearing 77 next season although
that would require the Spanish
Professional League to bend their
rules as they currently allow senior
professionals only to wear numbers
up to 25.

The second thorny issue is, will
Beckham be allowed to take the free
kicks?

The world might be seeing a lot
less of Beckham's memorable
thunderbolt efforts from 20 metres
or more, one of which helped United
beat Real 4-3 in their Champions
League quarter-finals second leg
encounter earlier this season.

"l might let him take a few free-
kicks," said Real's current dead ball
specialist Roberto Carlos on
Wednesday.

"But only a few, not all of them.
And he's not just in competition with
me but also Figo, Zidane and
Hierro," added the Brazilian.
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