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T
HE way G8 zeroed in on Iran 
and North Korea this year at 
Evian and later US Under 

Secretary of State John Bolton 
explained to the House Committee 
on International Relations the 
contemplated steps his government 
would take to pursue the goal of 
non-proliferation of Weapons of 
Mass Destruction is truly instructive. 
Said Bolton: "We aim ultimately not 
just to prevent the spread of WMD, 
but also to eliminate or 'roll back' 
such weapons from rogue states 
and terrorist groups that already 
possess them or are close to doing 
so". While the Bush administration 
favours peaceful means, 'it rules out 
no options, including "pre-emptive 
military force where required" '.

Now most Pakistanis will read in 
this a scarcely hidden threat to their 
own status of being the world's 
seventh Nuclear Power. In the short 
run, it is unrealistic to expect the US 
to round on such a useful and obedi-
ent ally as this country. This felt 
threat no doubt issues from, and 
strengthens, the aggravated para-
noia from which most Islamic ideol-
ogy lovers suffer. But over the 
longer term, there are serious 
issues that have not received ade-
quate thought vis-à-vis the nukes in 
South Asia. The Pakistan-India 
hostility has created mind sets that 
end up promoting virtually unstop-
pable nuclear WMD proliferation. 
No one knows how to resolve this 
conundrum.

Indians' well known position is 
that India is a great power and must 
acquire all the attributes associated 
with great powers: huge military 

power, nuclear weapons and a 
permanent seat in the UN Security 
Council. It has built perhaps the 
fourth largest military machine, may 
be third largest, with the ability to 
project power far from home and of 
course nuclear weapons that have 
been under contemplation since at 
least the mid-1950s. But there is a 
fly of notable size in this ointment: it 
is Pakistan. Indians affect to be 
horrified to note that anti-Indianism 
is the guiding philosophy of most 
military-dominated governments in 
Islamabad.

Everyone knows why Pakistan 
resents India's drive for power. They 
usually attribute it to the Kashmir 
dispute. No doubt Kashmir dispute's 
exigencies, especially the Indo-
Pakistan wars, have aggravated the 
hostility and the differences. There 
is another factor that most Paki-
stanis do not clearly recognise: it is 
their historical assumptions and 
attitudes. Led by their Ashrafia 
(elites), even common Muslims 
think that they are the legatees and 
offsprings (through religious faith) of 
the Islamic conquerors, Sultans and 
Great Moghals. The foreign-
origined Muslim Ashrafia was 
treated in Medieval India with much 
respect and honour. The common 
Muslims -- converts from the Hindu 
society, mostly lower caste -- tended 
to equate themselves with Muslim 
rulers in the quest of advancement 
in life. That inherited trait of taking 
the Hindus for granted and the 
feeling of superiority over them took 
the form of rivalry of 'Muslim Paki-
stan' with 'Hindu India'. This dated 

mind set has played much unneces-
sary mischief.

Why one has brought this up in a 
piece about the evolving interna-
tional situation is to underline the 
complexities of South Asian situa-
tion with two rivals' unabating and 
competitive nuclear build up. Most 
recent CIA report on nuclear prolif-
eration has named Pakistan, India, 
Iran, Iraq, North Korea, Libya, Syria 
and Sudan among countries with an 
a c t i v e  W M D  a n d  m i s s i l e s  
programmes. Seen in the context of 
American power, actions and 

resolve, it is of utmost urgency that 
India and Pakistan got their act, 
including fresh thinking on the 
nukes issue, together. Or, the US 
will deal with them separately. What 
this can imply should not be too 
difficult to imagine even for prag-
matic politicians and bureaucrats 
who are now relying on their current 
relationship with the US.

Specifically, they should have 
realised the nature of the emerging 
world order that is resulting from the 
current and presumably impending 
actions of the US. The latter can turn 
to Iran or North Korea or even Syria 
next with its philosophy of preemp-
tive military or other action in the 
s u p p o s e d  p u r s u i t  o f  n o n -
proliferation. Let's leave the futile 
speculation about the relative 
'merits' of Iran or North Korea as the 
object of next US aggression to 
American officials. What is impor-
tant for South Asians is to appreci-
ate the broad contours of the inter-
national order, or lack thereof, at the 
start of the new Century that the US 

government's leading lights regard 
as America's Century.

The stated aim of fighting prolifer-
ation of WMD does not forbid the US 
from continuing to pursue its other 
objectives such as strategic 
advance or economic advantage. 
The two can be combined. Look at 
the way the Iraq operation is going 
to be beneficial to the American (and 
even British) economy by the 
rebuilding of the devastated country 
and the profits of American compa-
nies exploiting the world's second 
largest reservoir of hydrocarbons. 

The geo-political benefits are 
immense. That may probably help 
non-proliferation objective to some 
extent. But it will establish the abso-
lute supremacy of the US which has 
a settled policy that it will not let any 
other to surpass it in military power. 
Unipolarity, with all its advantages to 
the US, is to remain the outstanding 
feature of the world situation in 
years to come.

Where do India and or Pakistan fit 
in this less than brave new world? 
Insofar as Pakistan is concerned, its 
military-led elites have already 
decided to become 'bag carriers' of 
the United States; this nation will do 
what American tell it to. This is seen 
by Pakistani generals as an insur-
ance against aggression from India. 
Insofar as BJP-led India is con-
cerned, it has jumped on to the 
American bandwagon -- chiefly to 
neutralise Pakistan's imagined 
advantage. The rest of the world, 
including Americans, see a very 
dangerous South Asia with its 
ongoing nuclear and missile races 

superimposed on a conventional 
build up. It is perhaps the only place 
where two sets of hawks sing 
praises of nuclear WMDs -- that 
scares the hell out of others.

Both India and Pakistan are 
constantly in need of foreign support 
to their respective stances. But 
whoever extends support to either 
does so for its own sake -- in pursuit 
of its own objectives and interests. 
What no one in India's or Pakistan's 
political class is thinking happens to 
be the most natural -- the cheapest 
and most beneficial -- option of 

effecting a reconciliation between 
the common peoples of India and 
Pakistan, from the grassroots up. 
This will of course require Paki-
stanis to give up those unreal and 
foolish but inherited assumptions of 
superiority over Hindus. And the 
Indians too will have to appreciate 
that greatness of a nation does not 
grow out of the barrel of a big gun; 
there are many other fields where 
greatness idea can usefully be 
chased such as intellect, culture, 
traditional arts and crafts, sports 
and so forth.

Anyway a vital requirement is to 
see with clarity the characteristics of 
the new world order and to see how 
shall we -- the Indians and Paki-
stanis -- fare in the emerging order. 
Specifically, they have to realise 
how cynically pragmatic the US 
governments are and how soon 
they change their partners and 
friends. See the rapidity with which 
the US downgraded the UN -- in fact 
undermining it --, became veritable 
enemies of Monsieur Jacques 

Chiraque and Herr Gerhard 
Schroeder, forcing a split in Atlantic 
Alliance and EU itself. Such auda-
cious unconcern with the icons of a 
gone by age needs to be studied 
with care by governments and 
intelligentsia of South Asia.

Two specific facts in South Asia 
have to be grasped: One, although 
India is certainly a large country, has 
a longer shore line and a bigger 
population entitling it to a bigger and 
larger military role in the world and 
more influence. But Indians are 
dogged by Pakistanis who insist on 
keeping up with the Indian Joneses 
in some fashion. Right or wrong, 
Indian nukes cannot but terrify most 
Pakistanis. It is also obvious that 
Pakistani nuclear WMDs mounted 
on missiles cannot but cause a 
matching mistrust in India. There is 
no way of overcoming this mistrust, 
as one has essayed to impress in this 
space. A resolution of this problem 
lies only in (a) total destruction of the 
nuclear weapons; and (b) a thor-
oughgoing reconciliation between 
the two peoples, indeed of much of 
South Asia, in which there is total 
transparency and cooperation in all 
matters, including military. There is 
no other way. It is an iron necessity, 
however unpleasant and difficult to 
relish by some.

It is easy to be pessimistic about 
the prospects of India and Pakistan 
in the emerging world situation, as 
indeed one has noted in this space 
so many hurdles on the way to their 
friendship. But let no one forget the 
thousand and one commonalties 
between India, on the one hand, and 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka 
and Nepal, on the other. And Indo-
Pak rapprochement -- the need of 
which is enhanced in the new world 
order -- can be best anchored in a 
South Asia, that is reconciled within 
itself, such as EU became the best 
way in which France and Germany 
could finally bury their hatchet. That 
is a better way to face a unipolar 
world.

MB Naqvi is a leading columist in Pakistan.

The non-proliferation quest

M B NAQVI 
writes from Karachi

Iraq: Free or occu-
pied?
This is reference to the letter of Mr. 
Mahmood Elahi (June 2, George W. 
Bush is a man of vision).

Yes, Saddam was a tyrant and 
dictator, but he and his associates 
were all Iraqis, not foreigners. What 
about the rule of US lead force in 
Iraq? Is this present status of Iraq 
should be accepted by the Iraqis as 
'free' or be rejected as the ruled by 
invaders?

Iraqi journalist Hamid Ali Alkifaey 
may accept the rule of foreign 
occupation forces/nations for his 
country, but the other patriotic Iraqis 
will not accept it. Patriotic people of 
Iraq did not request the US lead 
force to liberate them. Iraqi people 
could have never asked foreigners 

to liberate them from their own 
people's rule. 

When rulers become tyrannical 
and dictatorial, the people them-
selves change their rulers. People 
of Iraq did not participate with the 
US lead force for the present 
change. And in my opinion no one 
sensible would regard Iraq as a 
liberated country. 
Sayeda Mushfiqa Munira 
Azimpur, Dhaka

Indian troop deploy-
ment in Iraq
India opposed the US led invasion 
of Iraq from the very beginning 
saying that every single action 
against Baghdad should be co-
ordinated by the UN. 

So now, why should India even 

bother to send troops to Iraq? Let 
the US clean up the mess they have 
done -- the rebellion in Iraq may 
increase, snipers taking pot-shots at 
the occupying forces may carry on. 
Why should the Indian troops be put 
at risk? Why should they be identi-
fied with the occupying forces? 

I hope the Indian government will 
do the right thing. Sending troops 
will be like endorsing and participat-
ing in this illegal occupation. 
Sadia Moyeen (Indian living in 
Dhaka), Gulshan, Dhaka

A good decision 
I was going to my native village after 
five years. In our boyhood we used 
to go there on foot, after that by 
rickshaws and now, by motor vehi-
cles. (Surprisingly these motor 
vehicles are shallow motor engine-

based vehicles). I was in a hurry, so I 
got into one of them called "chander 
gari". Seeing the driver I became 
very frightened! A teenage boy! 
Within few minutes it started for our 
village with a noisy vat vati sound 
and huge black smoke. I got con-
fused by the sound whether I was 
travelling by a shallow boat or a 
motor car? The noise and the 
smoke felt unbearable. 

After a few minutes, all of a sud-
den there was a bang and a great 
shake! Two vat vati collided head 
on. 10 passengers were seriously 
injured; I was injured also but not 
severely. Luckily I was saved, 
thanks to God! Our young driver 
probably fractured  one leg. The 
accident occurred only seven days 
ago. Then I thought about our so-
called transport facilities! Today 

while opening The Daily Star, I came 
across a good news. I was also 
thinking something like this. Gov-
ernment has banned shallow motor 
engine-based vehicles on high-
ways. I hail this decision. Thanks to 
the communication minister for this 
good decision. 
Sohel Bin Seraj, Mymensingh      

"South-East Bank"
An advertisement of South-East 
Bank, on May 1, 2003 in The Daily 
Star drew my attention. It said that 
private universities, such as NSU, 
IUB, EWU would be given prefer-
ence.

Intention is palpable that it likes to 
ignore those who enter the public 
universities through stiff battle of 
merit. Doesn't such attitude patron-
ise affluence other than merit in 

selecting employees-to-be? Is this 
career building offer unbiased and 
free from vested interest? 
Md MInhazur Rahman
Savar, Dhaka 

A maximum security 
prison in the Bay of 
Bengal
I fully endorse the views expressed in 
your daily by Mr. Hasnat Alamgir and 
Mr Duncan Chowdhury in their letters 
under above caption published in 
The Daily Star on June 4 and 6, 2003.

From time immemorial this has 
been practised by various civilised 
nations of the world to rid their citi-
zens from criminals of 1st order. 
European countries used to send the 
most dangerous criminals to Amer-
ica, Australia, India and other remote 

corners of the world. We heard of 
Andaman Nikober Island that was 
known as 'Kalapani' where criminals 
were sent to exile by the British 
Administration of the then India.

There is no denying the fact that the 
law and order situation in the country 
presently has come to such an alarm-
ing that even the Prime Minister has 
urged her party lawmakers to find 
ways and means to improve the 
situation.

The directives of Prime Minister 
came at a time when the crime wave -- 
the rise in robberies, killing and fatal 
attacks on law-enforces -- seemed to 
have surpassed all tolerable limits.

In a situation when no-body's life is 
secured, when country's development 
and business are in a stand still and our 
image as a nation in the outside world is 
deteriorating day by day due to the 

desperate activities of the criminals; we 
must do something to stop this carnage. 

Under the circumstances I would 
most humbly urge the government to 
give a serious thought to the sugges-
tions put forward by the two writers in 
their letters. 

At the same time I would urge the 
authority concerned to explore the 
possibilities of taking into consideration 
the turning of one of the small and less 
populated Islands in the Bay of Bangal 
into a protected place where danger-
ous, top criminals will serve their 
terms, far away from the mainland.
C F Aziul
Dhaka
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T HE Readymade Garment 
(RMG) emerged as an export 
item of Bangladesh in early 

80s.  
Today, this industry contributes 

76 per cent of the total national 
export earning.  The growth of 
backward linkage industries like 
fabric, accessories is due to the 
RMG sector.

The country's growing sectors 
like Banking, Insurance, Hotel and 
Restaurant and Tourism, Transport, 
Telecommunication including 
consumers' industries are the gifts 
of the RMG. Thus the sector indi-
rectly employs over 10 million 
people of Bangladesh.

The vibrant growth over a period 
of two decades has been possible, 
principally, due to the preferential 
treatment of quota protection in the 
US and GSP facilities in the EU 
enjoyed by Bangladesh.

BGMEA, a conglomerate of 3600 
Garment Manufacturers and 
Exporters directly employs over 1.8 
million workers, 80 per cent of which 
are women and most of them are 
from the downtrodden rural house-
holds who would otherwise have 
been the net burden to the society. 
RMG has turned them into income 
generating members of their fami-
lies on one hand and critical parts of 
the engine-of-growth of Bangladesh 
on the other. Their employment in 
the garment sector has enshrined 
the women empowerment in Ban-
gladesh and has changed their 
attitude to modern life.

The contribution of RMG to the 
national economy can hardly be 
over emphasized. However, the 
remarkable contributions of the 
industry may be summarized  as: 
l In 2001-2002 fiscal year, total 
export earnings from garment 
industries was US$ 4583 Million 
which was 9.5 per cent of Bangla-
desh's GDP.
l Readymade Garment (RMG) 
Industries have generated direct 
employment opportunities for 1.8 
million workers of which 80 per cent 
are female workers. Besides, more 

than 0.8 million workers are 
engaged in accessory industries 
related to the garment industries.
l 10 million people are indirectly 
dependent on this sector.
l With the growth of RMG indus-
tries, the business of banks, insur-
ance, hotels, tourism, transport, 
buying houses, C&F, shipping and 
many other accessory operations, 
have flourished to a great extent. 
l Share of RMG industries in the 
manufacturing GDP of the country 
during the fiscal year 2001-02 was 
about 29.7 per cent.
l The sector disburses US$ 302 
million as remuneration of workers 
and employees.
l Garment Industries pay US$ 

35.50 million as interest and L/C 
charges to the banking sector.
l In insurance sector, the pre-
mium earnings from RMG sector 
amount to US$ 5.83 million.
l The sector pays US$ 62.33 
million to the shipping business.
l It pays US$ 26.17 million to the 
domestic transportation sector.
l RMG generates revenue earn-
ings in the forms of postage, license 
and renewal fees to the tune of US$ 
6.17 million.
l The sector contributes US$ 1 
million to the Export Promotion 
Bureau.
l It contributes US$ 2.33 million 
as direct tax to the national exche-
quer.
l An amount of US$ 3.5 million 
comes as professional service 
charges from RMG sector.
l The RMG sector pays US$ 
13.67 million to the engineering 
sector.
l It pays an amount of US$ 3.67 
million as Gas and WASA bills.

l The information technology 
sector gets US$ 9.5 million from this 
sector.
l The sector generates US$ 25 
million as earnings for the real 
estate sector as office and factory 
rent.
l The hotel and tourism sector 
earns US$ 4.33 million from the 
sector.
l 0.2 Million workers are engaged 
in the Waste Recycling Industry, 
related with the industries.
l The sector has helped growth of 
many domestic consumer indus-
tries in the country.

In addition of its contribution to 
the national economy the RMG is 
performing its share of responsibility 

to social sector development some 
of which are summer sized below: 
l BGMEA has set up world-wide 
replicable model for eliminating 
child labour from the garment sector 
of Bangladesh with the active sup-
port of Mr. David N. Merrill the then 
US Ambassador in Dhaka. After 
retrenching these child labours, 
BGMEA has been providing non-
formal education, skill development, 
part-time employment and a subsis-
tence stipend to compensate their 
income loss with the cooperation of 
ILO and UNICEF.
l BGMEA has established ten 
Medical Centers for the garment 
workers in Dhaka, Chittagong and 
Narayanganj in collaboration with 
UNFPA. The Medical Centers are 
providing free primary health care, 
medicine and advocacy services on 
Reproductive Health issues to the 
garment workers.
l Giving a top priority on preven-
tion of fire and eventual evacuation, 
BGMEA conducted a Crash 

Programme in September 2001 to 
raise further awareness among the 
workers and the management. 
Regular fire evacuation drills have 
been made customary to all BGMEA 
member factories. 
l Since October 1998, with the 
help of the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA) and Govern-
ment of Bangladesh, BGMEA is 
implementing a project titled "Family 
Welfare and Reproductive Health 
Education Services for Garment 
workers" in Dhaka. More than 
100,000 workers have been bene-
fited from this project and has con-
tributed to the reduction of popula-
tion growth in the country. 
l The United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA) will provide technical 
assistance worth US$290,000 to 
BGMEA during the period 2003-
2005. The assistance will be used 
for creating awareness of the gar-
ment workers about reproductive 
health, gender issues, prevention of 
Aids. Under this project, a total of 
300,000 Readymade Garment 
workers of 375 factories in Dhaka 
and Chittagong will get services.   
l It has been mandatory to cover 
workers under group insurance 
policy of all member factories. 
l BGMEA has undertaken con-
struction of a 150-bed modern 
hospital in its own land at Mirpur, 
Dhaka to provide effective health 
services to garment workers. 
l A three-year project embodying 
improvement of work place environ-
ment, improvement of occupational 
health and safety and labour stan-
dard has been going on with the 
partnership of BGMEA and ILO.

The contributions of the garment 
industry as has been outlined above 

have made the sector "the Engine of 
Growth" which has been possible 
due to the preferential treatment in 
the form of Quota in the US market 
and GSP facility in the EU market.

But, unfortunately, the engine 
seems to have been dwindling down 
with the phasing out of the MFA and 
introduction of the Free Trade 
regime under WTO from January 
01, 2005.  For being the world's one 
of the least developed countries, the 
growth of Textile was not enough to 
feed its rapidly growing Readymade 
garment industry with required 
quantity of fabrics. As a conse-
quence the export of Bangladesh 
ga rmen ts  w i l l  be  severe ly  
marginalized in the Free Trade 

regime where the Textile producing 
giants like China, India, Pakistan, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Indonesia 
will take the market share to their 
hearts' content as the benefit of the 
Free Trade World.

In the backdrop of the above, 72 
countries of the LDCs in the Carib-
bean and Sub-Saharan African 
countries have been offered duty 
free access to US market under 
TDA-2000. Unfortunately Bangla-
desh has been left out of the prefer-
ential treatment of US Government.

As an impact of the above, maxi-
mum number of garment factories 
will go out of business throwing 
800,000 to 1,000,000 of the workers 
out of jobs which has been substan-
tiated by international studies and 
seminars in Europe. This will bring 
about a socio-economic havoc to 
Bangladesh the incidence of which 
might be felt outside. Because the 
retrenched women workers will find 
it difficult to go back to the village 
home of which they have the bitter 

socio-economic experiences on the 
one hand and have adopted to the 
urban life style on the other.  The 
retrenched male workers will not 
have any possible alternative of 
employment elsewhere, but to add 
to the social evils and anarchy, 
which will go beyond any boundary 
measures of the government. That 
means a total socio-economic 
imbalance might emerge in the 
country.

Bangladesh, even being an LDC, 
has been contributing to the world 
peace and tranquility. For example: 
Bangladesh is the biggest contribu-
tor of peacekeeping forces to the 
United Nations.  

The country has also been called 
the 'World Leader' by the US State 
Department in the effort to end the 
Child Labour from Garment sector 
which is being replicated in many 
countries under the supervision of 
ILO. 

In view of the above, it is explicitly 
clear that the ability to keep the pace 
of socio-economic development in 
Bangladesh and to maintain the 
sustainability of the garment export 
in the international market depends 
on its getting the duty free access to 
the US market. 

We have come to know that 18 
Muslim countries including Bangla-
desh are being considered under a 
new Trade Act providing duty free 
access of their exports to the US 
market.  If this proposal comes to 
light, Bangladesh will be able to 
overcome the possible socio-
economic disaster after phasing out 
of MFA on January 01, 2005. 

In fine, we urge upon the Govern-
ment of the United States of Amer-
ica to allow duty free access of 
readymade garments of Bangla-
desh to US market to salvage the 
industry thereby minimising the 
forcible socio-economic imbalances 
in Bangladesh which will not have 
any significant impact on the US 
economy.

M Jinnat Ali Mian is the second vice 
president of BGMEA.

The survival of RMG beyond 2004: A big question mark

PLAIN WORDS
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Mr. Powel's agenda and 
ours
We reiterate our pledge to root out 
terrorism

T
HE visit of the US's Secretary of State, Colin Powel, 
to Dhaka takes place amid intermittent monsoon 
rainfall, blossom of Kadam flower, and the 

enhanced expectation of a nation that has always looked 
upon the US as a partner in trade, development and inter-
national collaborations.

Mr. Powel's agenda during this visit may encompass a 
number of things. The Daily Star would like to put forward 
ours before Mr. Powel that will resonate the hopes and 
aspirations of our common mass. Before doing so we 
would like to say that we feel deeply gratified and honoured 
that Bangladesh's global image has been elevated lately 
by the US's showering of eulogy for the democratic 
achievements that our comparatively new nation has 
achieved so far. 

Political freedom is often held back by economic deba-
cles. We in Bangladesh know that very well. Hence we 
expect that the US would beef up its flow of investment, aid 
and grants to this friendly nation; allow quota free access to 
the export of Bangladeshi garments to the US (a facility the 
US had already extended to many African and Caribbean 
nations); remove the name of Bangladesh from the infa-
mous category 1V immigration stratification (necessitating 
registration of Bangladeshi non- immigrants); and allow 
more students, entrepreneurs and other types of visitors to 
the US by easing the existing visa processing rigidities. 

The road toward a lasting diplomatic partnership is 
paved with multi-layered avenues of give and take. As the 
only other Muslim majority country aside Turkey and 
Malaysia- with a functional democracy and a laissez faire 
economic model, Bangladesh has a lot to reciprocate with 
the US's genuine intent to restore the privileges that Ban-
gladesh has had enjoyed prior to the 9/ 11 incidents of ter-
rorism in the US.

The US's proposition to co-opt the services of the 
Bangladeshi  peacekeepers in Iraq is undoubtedly a wel-
come gesture. But Bangladesh would prefer to render such 
a service within the mandate of the UN, as it has always 
done in the past. With regard to the reconstruction efforts in 
Iraq, the US is expected to facilitate Bangladesh's partici-
pation as a genuine partner in the Iraqi reconstruction. 
Some of our companies have extensive experience and 
expertise to make the Iraqi reconstruction story a success-
ful one.

Mr. Powel must also be cognizant that, we in Bangladesh 
take a principal stand against any form of terrorism as a 
means to political ends. This avowed policy of our nation 
has been demonstrated time and again through the unfet-
tered cooperation we had extended to the US in its global 
war against terrorism. Nothing will be more gratifying for us 
than the US's acknowledgement of this genuine intent of 
ours.

Passage of supplementary 
budget
The parliament fails to play its due role

T
HE Jatiya Sangsad gave approval to an additional 
expenditure of over Tk 2,150 crore by passing the 
supplementary budget for the outgoing fiscal 2002-

03 on Tuesday.
 To endorse all government expenditures before a new 

budget comes into effect is part of parliamentary practices. 
But the way the supplementary budget was passed cre-
ated the impression that the treasury bench was in undue 
haste while dealing with a very important component of 
public expenditures.  Though some opposition legislators 
took strong exception to the huge amount of money spent 
on payment of telephone bills and sumptuary allowances, 
the passage of the supplementary budget had a surpris-
ingly easy sailing.

It is not unusual for the government to go for additional 
expenditures, but such expenditures must come under the 
close scrutiny of the lawmakers to ensure financial 
accountability. The whole idea of formulating a budget 
might lose its meaning if the parliament blindly Okays all 
additional expenditures without closely examining whether 
there was sufficient ground for drawing such a huge 
amount from the public exchequer.

 So, there should have been elaborate discussion on the 
additional expenditures and the parliament was expected 
to play a responsible role in the matter. The government, for 
its part, cannot afford to lose control over public expendi-
tures. If there were avoidable expenditures, the need was 
to place everything before the parliament and allow the 
lawmakers to have a clear view of how the additional 
expenditures reached such a staggering figure.  It was 
certainly not an issue that could be disposed of so quickly, 
and so bluntly.

The  treasury bench apparently relied on its majority to 
push through the supplementary budget, paying little atten-
tion to the need for a detailed discussion on how the public 
money was spentan injudicious stance in our opinion.
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