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RECOMMENDATIONS

Award

May 31

Bangladesh Shishu Shahitya
Shangstha confers the Euro Shishu
Shahitya Awards 2003 to litterateur
Rabeya Khatun, Humayun Ahmed
and Selina Hossain at the Libera-
tion War Museum at 5 p.m. Pre-
sided over by Ali Imam, the function
will be attended by Dr.
Anisuzzaman, writer Imdadul
Haque Milon, and Harunur Rashid,
Managing Director of Globe Soft
Drinks Ltd.

Floating forms with a feminine angle

Farida Yesmin's exhibition in Japan

Favza HAQ

F ARIDA Yesmin, who has
done her MFA from Kala
Bhaban, Visva Bharati,
Santiniketan, India, recently held

her exhibition at Chuwa Gallery,
Japan. The display was organised

be seen. Pale gold streaks were
found at the top and bottom of the
composition of the floating gauze
like creation and the cascading
gem-like objects.

In her other untitled work one
found bars of blue, indigo, purple
and mauve. In the indigo was an
oblong piece with tiny black and

CULTURE

The Baily Star

An entertaining evening with SAFMA
In a kingdom full of fantasy.

CULTURE DESK

BOUT 100 Editors and
senior journalists of the
South Asian Free Media
Association (SAFMA), an organisa-
tion of the SAARC countries, partic-
ipated in the third conference of
SAFMA recently held in Dhaka. In
honour of the visiting delegates as
well as their local colleagues, the

Seminar blue geometrical motifs in it. Bal- g;lrtalllr?grei:tcilesan()fe\ianni;a;yo 51;151?122
May 31 ancing with this were some time ment and entertainment at the

Manas, an organisation campaign-
ing against smoking and drugs, in
association with IBAIS University,
holds a seminar to observe the
International Tobacco-free Day at
the National Museum at 11 a.m.
The subject of the seminar is
Smoking-free films and fashion.

Exhibition

May 29-June 12

Bengal Shilpalay organises an
exhibition of recent works by
Kalidas Karmakar titled 'Alluvial
Faces'at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts from May 29 to June 12.

May 22-June 5

The inauguration of a painting
exhibition by Kakoli and a sculpture
exhibition by Reaz will take place at
the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka on
May 22 at 6:00p.m. The exhibition

Farida Yesmin
and sponsored by G S Kabir.

Farida's acrylic on paper works
were all abstract creations. In one
of them one felt that green gems
had been held in a mesh of fine
mesh of pale green cloth against a
ruby red backdrop and that some
of the gems were falling from the
gauze. Some of the falling geomet-
rical shapes were green were others
were gray and red and one gold,

black squiggles at the bottom,
floating on the mauve setting and
these appeared like fragments of
twiningsilk or wings orinsects.

Bars of white, touched with
moss green and smudges of gray
were found in another creation.
They appeared like some parallel
planks of white washed wood that
had got smudged with soot and
dirt. The wood was found in a
setting of gray green and below, on
a background of dark green were
some blue, green and silver geo-
metrical shapes, five innumber.

"Four moons" brought in four
differently coloured circles set in a
rectangle of red and blue, floating
in a larger sphere of purple and
blue. The moons were blue, black
and white, orange, red and gray-
blue, yellow and black and green,
yellow and blue. Below the moons

all overit.

"Floating forms" had an indigo
backdrop in which mysterious

comes and at no particular fixed
time of the day. The works at the
exhibition at Chuwa Gallery had
been done at Santiniketan and

theme park on the last day of the
conference on May 27 of this
month.

The evening was enlivened and
colourful with the gracious pres-
ence of the Editors and journalists.
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, Minis-
ter for Home Affairs was present as
the chief guest while Barkat Ullah,
adviser of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Margub Morshed, Chair-
man of Telecommunication and
Regulatory Board, Jafrul Islam
Chowdhury, State Minister for
Environment and Forest,
Riazuddin Ahmed, President of
SAFMA and many others also
attended the event. All the guests
enjoyed the evening by riding,
dancing, singing with Prince Ashu,
Princess Lia and their followers.

A cultural programme was
arranged by a dance troupe of the

fal

The SAFMA deligates pose for photo at Fantasy Kingdom.

Fantasy Kingdom. They performed
with songs in Sri Lankan, Hindiand
Bangla languages. They also per-
formed acrobatics.

'All the journalists with open
mind gathered under the banner of
SAFMA will bring the matter to the
world that we are priest, but not
fundamentalist; even if we are
fundamentalist we are not terror-

ist', hoped the chief guest in his
speech addressed to the audience.

All foreign delegates expressed
their views on the endeavour like
the Fantasy Kingdom. They said
that more such theme parks should
be built in the cities of the SAARC
countries, which will provide its
inhabitants with good entertain-
ment.

will continue till June 5. : was a large rectangle of mauve, forms in rectangle floated in uni- ) .
though which the backdrop could yellow ochre with squiggles of gray ~ 00 On top one found a pink and BDhakla .Shekfeels C.O?ﬁd;nt that (l)ur Cal‘ lllval Of poesy
Nazrul Conference black form surrounded with white =~ Bangladeshi artists do not lag
behind the Indian counterparts in | CULTURE DESK

June 01-08

Nazrul Academy will hold a week
long 'Nazrul Conference 1410" at
the Nazrul Bhaban at Moghbazaar.
The conference will run from 5.30
p.m.t09.30 p.m. everyday.

sketched lines in lops curls and
slides. At the bottom was a white
form, like some silver package
which too was surrounded with
interweaving lines in delicate blue,
black, grayandred.

Farida says that the working

any way. She herself goes in for
acrylicand paper as her medium as
she feels most comfortable in them
while experimenting and creating
in her nouveau vision. "I have no
particular reason for doing

Indian gort—city Haldia in West
Bengal becomes a rendezvous of
poets from all over India and Ban-

ladesh today on the occasion of

1 India Bengali Poetry Festival.
The two-day celebration of Bangla
poetry is the first of its kind wit-

Video film environment was wonderful at abstracts:it'sjust thatl enjoy doing | L occoy by West Bengal. Above two
June 02-03 Santiniketan but although th them most. I have done some | hundred poets are taking part in
ute o antiniketan butalthough theoret-  realistic work earlier on a commer- | this festival.

Action against Trafficking and
Sexual Exploitation of Children
(ASTEC) organises a video film
festival as part of its nationwide
campaign for prevention of
trafficking in children and women at
Bangladesh Shishu Academy.
Video films Destination Unknown,
Kranti, Chameli will be screened at
the festival. The programme
continues from 10.00 a.m. to 09.30
p.m. everyday.

ically the lessons there were good
the teachers were not necessarily
better than the ones that she had at
the Institute of Fine Arts DU. Her
teachers had included Nandalal
Mukherjee, Proshanto Shao and
Dilip Mitra. The artists that she
admires most are S M Sultan,
Mohammed Kibria and Abul Brik
Alvi. Antony Tapia and Cornel
Parker are her favourite artists
overseas.

cial basis."

Farida Yesmin, coming from
Shibbari, Bogra, has attended
puppet making workshop con-
ducted by Mustafa Monwar in
1999, a painting workshop in
Kolkata Nandanik, India in 1998
and a water colour group class
conducted by the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy in 1994. She
has participated in over 15 joint
exhibitions at Tokyo, Kolkata,

The festival committee consists
of eminent poet Sunil
Gangopadhyay as its Chief Advisor,
poet Ashish Sanyal as President,
Eoets Shyamal Kanti Das and
Ratantanu Ghai as Joint Secretar-
ies.

The Bangladeshi poets invited
to the festival are Shamsur
Rahman, Belal Chowdhury, Al
Mujahidi, Asad Chowdhury,
Nirmalendu Gun, Samudra Gupta,
Mujibul Haque Kabir, Jafrul Ahsan,
Abid Azad, Nasir Ahmed, Abu
Karim, Syed Al Faruq, Majid

Bollywood stars (L to R) Aftab Shivdasani, actress Rimi Sen and Akshay
Khanna, pose during the music launch of their film Hungama, a comedy
thriller, in Bombay on May 28.The film is scheduled for release by the end of

PHOTO: AFP

She works as her inspiration Santiniketan, and Dhaka. Mahmud and Hamid Rayhan. June 2003.
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