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A lesson in 
French 
AFP, Paris 

Lindsay Davenport's recent mar-
riage has caused some consterna-
tion for umpires at the French 
Open on whether she should be 
referred to as a madame or the 
more youthful and single made-
moiselle. 

She even felt obliged to discuss 
the matter with the judge in charge 
of her 7-5, 6-1 second round defeat 
o f  U z b e k i s t a n ' s  I r o d a  
Tulyaganova. 

"I was just curious, they've been 
calling me a few different names 
h e r e "  s a i d  t h e  2 6 - y e a r - o l d  
American who married long-time 
companion John Leach on a 
Hawaii beach last month, becom-
ing one of the very few wives active 
on the WTA circuit. 

"It was a question of what the 
appropriate title for myself is. 
They've said madame, they've said 
mademoiselle. 

"I was asking her  just didn't 
know. She was very nice about it." 

Davenport said she had no 
particular preference but reckoned 
that as she is not using her married 
name in the world of tennis, made-
moiselle might be more appropri-
ate. 

And asked if she had any inten-
tions of using Leach or Davenport-
Leach or some other combination, 
she replied firmly: "I'm staying 
Davenport." 

The confusion did little to avert 
her concentration against the 
dangerous Tulyaganova as she 
overcame a sticky spell midway 
through the first set to run out a 
comfortable winner. 

AFP, Paris 

French Open diary on Thursday: 

Even though she's absent from the 
French Open Russian starlet Anna 
Kournikova has managed to put 
one over on one of her young rivals. 
German daily Bild asked its readers 
which they preferred  adorable 
Anna or her compatriot Maria 
Sharapova, a 16-year-old pin-up in 
the making. 

Kournikova just won out with 
51.5 per cent of respondents  run-
ning into the tens of thousands  
picking her. 

For the time being Kournikova is 
also ahead in the rankings  78th to 
138th for Sharapova, who lost in 
the first round here to Spaniard 
Magui Serna. 

PLAY IT COOL, SERENA 

Serena Williams is playing it cool 
these days, unburdened following 
four straight Grand Slam wins by 
questions as to whether she will 

make the grade. 

The defending women's cham-
pion admits to being a perfection-
ist  but is less tense than she used to 
be on court. 

"I don't show my emotions as 
much anymore as I used to. I try not 
to wear them on my sleeve." 

Naturally, the keen student of 
fashion prefers to wear her own 
designs. 

DON'T BITE THE HAND 

Ashley Harkleroad knows not to 
bite the hand that feeds her. 

After seeing off ninth seed 
Daniela Hantuchova she ran to 
embrace a woman sitting courtside 
in her entourage. 

Asked who it was the US teen 
explained it was her agent. 

"Obviously that's a very good 
person to run to," she laughed. 

THE PRESENT IS ORANGE 

Andy Roddick, the US sixth seed 
who failed to live up to his reputa-
tion with his first-round French 
Open loss to Armenian Sargis 
Sargsian, had the consolation of 
being awarded the 'lemon prize' 
for his 'strong character' and 
engaging personality. 

The prize used to be handed to 
the player having the worst rela-
tions with the media  with Chilean 
Marcelo Rios a serial winner on 
that score. 

The orange prize, for the player 
enjoying the most cordial relations 
with reporters, went to home 
favourite Amelie Mauresmo. 

Rafael Nadal, Spain's 16-year-
old star in the making but absent 
from Paris through injury, was 
deemed revelation of the year. 

French fries Serena the 
perfectionist 
AFP, Paris 

Defending champion Serena 
Williams, chasing a fifth Grand 
Slam title on the trot, said there was 
still plenty of room for improve-
ment after racing into the third 
round of the French Open on 
Wednesday with a 6-3, 6-2 win in 
1hr 07min over Marie-Gaiane 
Mikaelian of Switzerland. 

The top seed next meets experi-
enced Austrian Barbara Schett, 
who outlasted last year's semi-
finalist Clarisa Fernandez of 
Argentina 6-4, 5-7, 6-1 for a place in 
the final 16. 

Two years ago, Schett dumped 
Venus Williams in the opening 
round. 

Serena has only lost twice all 
season  to Belgium's Justine 
Henin-Hardenne in the Chareston 
final and to Amelie Mauresmo of 
France in the Rome Masters semi-
final. 

But she believes she has totted 
up crowns this year at the 
Australian Open, the Paris indoors 
and at Miami without pushing 
herself as hard as she would like. 

"I never really play at 100 per 
cent. I'm more or less used to 
winning when I'm not doing my 
best. 

"There have definitely been 
days when I've been off and able to 
win. I think it's frustrating. I'm 
never satisfied with the way I play  
there's always something I'd like to 
improve," said the 21-year-old 
who replaced Venus last year as 
world number one by reaching the 
Wimbledon final  where she 
promptly beat her elder sibling. 

"I just set my goals high. I just try 
to stay where I am  on top. 

AFP, Paris 

Andre Agassi performed a French 
Open escape on Wednesday that 
escapologist extraordinaire Harry 
Houdini would have been proud 
of. 

The eight-time Grand Slam 
champion and one of only five men 
to win all four Grand Slam singles 
titles  and the only one to do so on 
three different surfaces  diced with 
death in winning the Roland 
Garros crown in 1999, coming from 
two sets down to see off Ukrainian 
Andre Medvedev. 

On Wednesday, he went close to 
the edge once more, edging out 
Croatian teen Mario Ancic 5-7, 1-6, 
6-4, 6-2, 7-5 to reach the third 
round of the men's singles. 

The 33-year-old Las Vegan's 
immediate prize is a meeting with 
Belgian 26th seed Xavier Malisse to 
determine who bags a place in the 
last 16, the stage at which the wheat 
becomes separated from the chaff. 

"Experience has taught me that 
every point needs to be the most 
important point," said Agassi, 
recognising this was just the kind of 
match to show him where his game 
is after he came here with almost 
no preparation on European clay, 
having lost in the opening round in 
Rome and missed Hamburg and 
Monte Carlo. 

"In tennis you have to finish off 
the match  somethings is always 
going to change psychologically as 
you get closer to the finish line. 

"But that's what tennis is all 
about. You have to dig deep." 

Agassi, who already has the 
Australian Open title under his belt 
this season and landed his 763rd 
victory  to take him one ahead of 
long-time rival Pete Sampras  
revealed that standing on the court 
at Roland Garros inspires him 
more than any other venue. 

"This particular tournament is 
the one that has made my career so 
full," said Agassi, who aged just 18 
went all the way to the semi-finals 
before losing another five-setter to 
Swedish champion Mats Wilander. 

He then lost the finals here in 

1990 and 1991 to undergo what he 
termed the "devastation and dis-
appointment of two lost finals." 

But the love affair with the event 
was finally consummated with his 
win over Medvedev. 

"I'll never forget what that 
meant to me," he explained. 

After giving a two-set and a 
break start to a man 14 years his 
junior Agassi showed that class, not 
age, is what matters. 

"I feel like I have a new life right 
now. It's not easy out there under 
any circumstances  let alone when 
you're in a tussle, a dogfight." 

On the double fault which 
almost derailed him as he failed to 
serve out at 5-3 in the decider 
Agassi was unapologetic. 

"I always tend to stay aggressive 
no matter where the nerves are. 

"When you double fault you 
regret the decision. I might have 
rushed a little bit  I managed to 
settle down and still get it done." 

As the crowd urged him on by 
chanting his name and indulging 
in repeated Mexican waves, Agassi 
was almost in a world of his own. 

"I didn't hear anything  I was a 
bit distracted with what was going 
on on the court!" 

But, paying tribute to "some of 
the most enthusiastic fans in the 
world" he said the feeling had been 
just like four years ago. 

"You play for those moments, 
the challenge of responding to 
those moments. 

"I've gone into Slams not feeling 
so good  and vice versa. You have to 
find a way when it matters the 
most. 

"I hope the story was that this 
was the match I needed to get 
through." 

Ancic, who hails from Split, the 
home town of former Wimbledon 
champion Goran Ivanisevic, ended 
up with his shirt and shorts caked 
in the red clay after leaping around, 
Boris Becker-style, to stave off the 
inevitable. 

But he enjoyed the experience, 
even in defeat. 

"The crowd was unbelievable. 
Everything was perfect  except I 
lost," he said. 

Another Agassi escape act 

AFP, Perth 

Australia beat India 2-0 here 
Thursday to march into Sunday's 
tri-nations challenge series final as 
Australia A managed a shock 5-3 
win over Pakistan, leaving Pakistan 
facing an uphill battle. 

An on-form Australia will be a 
strong favorite in the decider. They 
already whipped Pakistan 3-0 in 
the opening encounter of the 
contest a day earlier. 

Australia began brightly against 
India, who finished fourth at last 
year's Champions' Trophy tourna-
ment, with striker Tristram 
Woodhouse poaching a goal in the 
third minute. 

The 28-year-old pounced on a 
favourable rebound from Indian 
goalkeeper Devesh Chauhan to 
score his second goal in interna-
tional company. 

The visitors hotly disputed the 
goal, believing the ball went over 
the backline beforehand, but the 
goal stood. 

Australia were unable to mount 
many more attacking raids for the 
rest of the first half. 

With Australia failing to control 
the midfield, India threatened to 
equalise through one of their many 
penetrating counter-attacks. 

Only fine work by goalkeeper 
Mick Hickman foiled strikers 
Prabjot Singh and Gagan Ajit 
Singh, ensuring Australia led 1-0 at 
halftime. 

Early in the second half, 
Australian midfielder Brent 
Livermore was given plenty of 
space to create a goal in the 44th 
minute. 

His pass to Woodhouse was 
deflected past Chauhan, with 
Michael McCann knocking the ball 
over the line. 

India pressed harder in the 
latter parts of the match, but failed 
to make an impact on the score-
board. 

The four-team competition is 
an important lead-up event to 
August's Champions' Trophy in 
the Netherlands and next year's 
Olympics in Athens. 

In Thursday's second game, 
Australia A striker Andrew Smith 
opened the scoring in the 12th 
minute before Adam Commens' 
spectacular diving effort for the 
second, two minutes later. 

But Pakistan's Ghazanfar Ali 
clinically converted from a penalty 
corner in the 15th minute before 
teenager Steven Boyce added 
Australia A's third shortly after to 
make it 3-1. 

Ali again found a path through 
the secondary side's penalty cor-
ner defence in the 29th minute to 
reduce the deficit before the tour-
ists were again exposed before the 
break. 

Lucas Judge slipped behind 
goalkeeper Ahmed Alam to follow-
up Robbie Hammond's powerful 
drive and tap home from close 
range in the 33rd minute, making it 
4-2 for Australia's second string 
side at the interval.

Indo-Pak collapse 
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long, Juventus seemed to sense a 
chance to take the lead in the dying 
minutes of the first half and the 
Milanese defence were grateful to 
scramble the ball to safety after a 
Del Piero overhead kick had gener-
ated panic in their midst. 

It was Rui Costa however who 
had the last word of the opening 
act, unleashing a fierce drive that 
Buffon did well to smother at his 
near post. 

Antonio Conte, a second half 
substitute for Mauro Camoranesi, 
made an instant impression by 
heading Del Piero's swirling cross 
on to the Milan crossbar. 

Juventus's fear of the threat 

posed by Maldini at set pieces was 
u n d e r l i n e d  b y  A l e s s i o  
T a c c h i n a r d i ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  
disposses him of his shirt as the 
pair jostled for position in the box. 

Maldini managed to shrug off 
his marker for long enough to get 
his head to Rui Costa's freekick but 
his contact was fractionally too 
weak and the ball spun away to 
safety. 

With 25 minutes left, Lippi 
replaced his midfield lynchpin 
Davids with Uruguayan forward 
Marcelo Zalayeta. 

But on the pitch it was Milan 
who looked the more determined 
to seal victory inside regulation 
time. 

Milan shoot to glory 
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Andrew Flintoff, Ashley Giles, 
Darren Gough, Stephen Harmison, 
Richard Johnson, Robert Key, 
Anthony McGrath, Chris Read, 
V i k r a m  S o l a n k i ,  M a r c u s  
Trescothick, James Troughton. 

ENGLISH SCHEDULE 

Schedule for England's one-day inter-
national series against Pakistan and the 
triangular series also involving 
Zimbabwe and South Africa starting in 
June: 
PAKISTAN MATCHES 

June 17: Manchester 

June 20: The Oval 

June 22: Lord's 

TRI-SERIES 

June 26: England v Zimbabwe 

June 28: England v S Africa 

June 29: S Africa v Zimbabwe 

July 1: England v Zimbabwe 

July 3: England v S Africa 

July 5: S Africa v Zimbabwe 

July 6: England v Zimbabwe 

July 8: England v S Africa 

July 10: S Africa v Zimbabwe 

July 12: Final, Lord's 

Gough back 

Their best chance to do so fell to 
the tireless Inzaghi. With a quarter 
of an hour remaining, the former 
Juventus striker got in front of his 
marker to meet Serginho's inviting 
cross to the near post. 

The huge Milan support behind the 
goal seemed to be trying to suck the 
ball into the net but Inzaghi was 
unable to keep his header down 
sufficiently to prevent the match 
heading into extra-time. 

TEAMS 
Juventus (ITA) 4-4-2 

Gianluigi Buffon; Lilian Thuram, 
Ciro Ferrara, Igor Tudor, Paolo 
Montero; Mauro Camoranesi, 
Alessio Tacchinardi, Edgar Davids, 
Gianluca Zambrotta; Alessandro 
Del Piero (capt.), David Trezeguet 

Subs: Antonio Chimenti, Gianluca 
Pessotto, Antonio Conte, Mark 
Iuliano, Alessandro Birindelli, 
Marco Di Vaio, Marcelo Zalayeta 

AC Milan (ITA) 4-3-1-2 

Dida; Alessandro Costacurta, 
Alessandro Nesta, Paolo Maldini, 
Kakha Kaladze; Gennaro Gattuso, 
Andrea Pirlo, Clarence Seedorf; Rui 
Costa; Andriy Shevchenko, Filippo 
Inzaghi 

Subs: Christian Abbiati, Rivaldo, 
Massimo Ambrosini,  Martin 
Laursen, Roque Junior, Serginho, 
Cristian Brocchi 

Referee: Markus Merk (GER) 
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spectacular diving catch to dismiss 
Jimmy Maher last Sunday. 

But if Hurley cannot play then 
off-spinner Omari Banks, surpris-
ingly left out of the Port of Spain 
double-header, rather than Smith, 
is likely to replace him for Friday's 
match. 

TEAMS 
WEST INDIES (from): Chris Gayle, 
Wavell Hinds, Devon Smith, 
Ramnaresh Sarwan, Brian Lara 
(captain) ,  Marlon Samuels ,  
Ricardo Powell, Ryan Hurley, 
Ridley Jacobs, Omari Banks, David 
Bernard, Vasbert Drakes, Mervyn 
Dillon, Corey Collymore. 

AUSTRALIA (from): Matthew 
Hayden, Adam Gilchrist, Ricky 
P o n t i n g  ( c a p t a i n ) ,  D a r r e n  
Lehmann, Michael Clarke, Andrew 
Symonds, Michael Bevan, Ian 
Harvey, Brad Hogg, Andy Bichel, 
Nathan Hauritz, Brett Lee, Jason 
Gillespie, Glenn McGrath. 

Aussies still 

PHOTO: AFP 

Andre Agassi of the United States is all set to make a return against Croatian 
Mario Ancic during their second round fixture of the French Open in Paris 
yesterday. 
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played here three years ago. 

Her preparations for the French 
Open suffered a setback when a 
hamstring injury forced her to pull 
out of the Spanish Open earlier this 
month. 

"The last few times we have 
played, it was close and the clay 
favours her, but neither of us 
played our best today. It wasn't a 
high level of play out there," said 
Davenport. 

"It was just one of those days 
when your opponent doesn't play 
well and you are lucky to go 
through." 

Davenport next plays French 
No 2 Nathalie Dechy who looked 
impressive in defeating Spain's 
Gala Leon Garcia 6-3, 6-4. 

L e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  w a s  t h e  
American's close friend Corina 
Morariu whose dreams of a Centre 
Court tussle with Belgian second 
seed Kim Clijsters were dashed 
when Argentine 30th seed Suarez 
blitzed the American 6-1, 6-1 in a 
second round tie. 

Ferrero, Clijsters 
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in the aftermath of terror attacks in 
the United States. 

Pakistan's cricketing woes 
further compounded when the 
West Indies, in February, and then 
Australia, in October last year, 
refused to tour Pakistan and their 
series were played at neutral ven-
ues. 

"We are delighted with the news 
because it would open doors for 
international teams to resume 
tours to Pakistan more regularly," 
said PCB chief executive Ramiz 
Raja. 

Raja on Wednesday said that 
international cricket's return to 
Pakistan will get a real boom if two 
one-day games, one each in 
Pakistan and India, take place. 

The Board of Control for Cricket 
in India has sought their govern-
ment's approval to play the games 
in order to restore bilateral 
cricketing ties severed since 2000 
amid tensions over the disputed 
region of Kashmir. 

Bangladesh will tour Pakistan 
from mid-August and play three 
Tests and five one-day games 
followed by South Africa's three 
Tests and three one-dayers. 

" W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  h o s t i n g  
Bangladesh and South Africa 
between August and October but 
the tour by the Black Caps will be 
significant as they were the last 
team to come to Pakistan before 
their tour was curtailed because of 
reasons beyond PCB's control," 
Raja said. 

Pakistan had demanded mone-
tary compensation from the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) during its meetings in 
London last year and then in 
Johannesburg, South Africa in 
March this year. 

NZC had agreed to compensate 
Pakistan by playing either a Test or 
five one-day games. 

"New Zealand's acceptance 
also indicates that we were not only 
able to convince NZC but also the 
ICC that Pakistan was a safe coun-
try to play cricket," he said. 

Kiwis coming 
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