DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 28, 2003

Seminar

May 28

Bangla Academy organises a
seminar titled Conservation of the
Nation's Historical Memory:
Contribution of Artist Zainul Abedin
at the Seminar Hall of the Academy
to observe the 27th death
anniversary of the legendary artist.
Dr. Enamul Haque will present the
main essay. The seminar starts at
11am.

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
will hold a seminar titled The
Creation of Zainul: Subject and
Creative Thoughts at the Gallery
Bhaban of the Academy. Mainuddin
Khaled will present the main essay
at the seminar. The seminar starts
atsp.m.

Music

May 28

Alliance Francaise de Dacca will
present an evening of classical
music by Ram Kanai Das at its
auditorium. The function starts at 7
p.m.

Exhibition

May 29-June 12

Bengal Shilpalay organises an
exhibition of recent works by
Kalidas Karmakar titled ‘Alluvial
Faces'at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts from May 29 to June 12.

May 22-June 5

The inauguration of a painting
exhibition by Kakoli and a sculpture
exhibition by Reaz will take place at
the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka on
May 22 at 6:00p.m. The exhibition
will continue till June 5.

Nazrul Conference
June 01-08

Nazrul Academy will hold a week
long 'Nazrul Conference 1410" at
the Nazrul Bhaban at Moghbazaar.
The conference will run from 5.30
p.m.t09.30 p.m. everyday.

Al

CULTURE

Poetic forms engraved on wood

Rajaul Islam Lovelu's exhibition at Zainul Gallery

Fayza HAQ

AJAUL Islam Lovelu, who

has recently had his exhibi-

tion of wood carving at
Zainul Gallery has done his MFA
from the Institute of Fine Arts
recently. He has studied Fine Arts
earlier at Chittagong and Rajshahi
before being admitted in the Crafts
section. He uses hand tools as well
as machinery for his work. The
colour is laid on with enamel using
turpentine to reduce the glaze and
enhance the matte effect. He went
into wood carving because he felt
confident in this and enjoyed it
enormously. He feels that this is
more of a challenge than straight-
forward painting. He admits that
this requires time and patience but
this suits his moods and inclina-
tions best. There were 28 pieces
and Lovelu had worked on them
from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm at a stretch
for a year in his own studio at Cen-
tral Road.

Lovelu said that he got his inspi-
ration from teachers in his depart-
ment like Abdur Shakoor Shah,
Farid Ahmed Mollah and Shatish
Gujral (the brother of I K Gujral)
from India. He had his earlier
exhibition in 2001. There was a gap
between the two exhibits as he had
to study for his Masters and felt that
if he had more time in hand he
would be able to produce better
work, with more depth and varia-
tion. He has mostly dealt with
nature and wood is an integral part
of that. With the trees, fish, flowers
and birds he has broughtin human
beings too from time to time.

Talking about the problems that
he faces, Lovelu says that there are

Owls

very few ways to preserve the wood
in the damp, muggy and hot
weather. To buy and keep wood
also requires an open studio where
the sound of the work too would be
absorbed so that it wouldn't dis-
turb the neighbours. For this, he
says, a tin shed is most suitable.
Due to the difficulties artists often
hesitate to come to this field, he
points out, even though this is a
traditional craft that goes back to
centuries.

Asked to comment on the
motifs thathe hasused, Lovelu says
that they are definitely modern in
conception and composition.
"Yes," he says, "some of the flow-
ers, owls and peacock have been
seen in our art for centuries but the
way I've rendered them is totally
modern". Talking about the time it
has taken him to complete each
piece, Lovelu says "Each composi-
tion has taken me a week, working
from early morning to sunset".
Touching on his sale, he said, "I've
sold about 16 items so far and
covered the cost of production in
Taka 1,75,000 that I got so far as I
spent Taka 75,000 on the gallery
rent and the printing of brochures.
I'm confident that the rest will be
soldin timetoo."

"Birds and elephant" which
won a prize recently at the Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy in the
Young Artists' Exhibition. It had an
elephant at the bottom in a curled
position with the trunk, tusks, legs
and the tail all moulded into a

form of shape. On it were perched
some birds with three layers of
wood behind them like rows of
trees with other canopies one
being brown and the others red-
dish in hue. The bird was in an oval
container heightened withred.

A woman's figure was included
in "Nature-6". The female form
had its head bent in a gentle curve
to one side. Below her face, her
long neck was draped and behind
were animals that were curling
over and had their tongues thrust
out. A flower was included in the
backdrop. This was completed in
brown, blue, beige and white hues,

while at places the wood was dot-
ted and at others it had straight
curves. Meanwhile the backdrop
wasaburntblack.

In "Owls-3" one found four
rounded owls thathad been curved
with care and precision as they sat
on a branch of a tree, with an
antique touch to the presentation.
The wings had been flecked while
the tails were striped while the
faces, eyes, beaks and wings were
done in details, with some having
their wings outstretched and all
bearing shining brass bits for the
protruding eyes.

A mother's shape had been
brought in "Image" that was pre-
sented standing and carrying two
children. Her clothes appeared to
drape on either side with work
done on them being presented in a
deeper shape of red, flecked with
black. Only the heads and hands of
theinfants were visible.

The piece de resistance was a
carving in beige, brown and blue
where two birds with long necks
and beak turning upwards and
downwards to flowers and blos-
soms were presented in an alcove
in the forest. A woman's torso was
included to theleft.

In all his works Lovelu explored
the links between nature and man
with an oriental turn to his modern
presentation. Invited by the motifs
one was persuaded to ponder over
the interior designs that had been
created.
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Cannes waves flag for US auteur films
by giving top prize to "Elephant"

AFP, France

RANCE'S love-hate relation-

ship with US cinema

remained intact Monday
after the Cannes movie festival
bestowed its Palme d'Or on an
auteur film by US director Gus Van
Sant that confronts America's
problem with violence.

"Elephant", a documentary-
style movie about a school massa-
cre that strongly resembled the
real-life 1999 Columbine high
school shootings, took the coveted
award at the closing ceremony in
this French Riviera town Sunday.

In doing so, it elbowed past 19
other contenders, including
"Dogyille", the latest production
by Cannes' favourite son, the
Danish director Lars von Trier,
which almost all critics had
expected towin.

Van Sant, who is best-known for
"Good Will Hunting", "Drugstore
Cowboy" and "My Own Private
Idaho", also picked up the Best
Director prize -- an unusual double
honour from the nine-person
Cannes jury that this year included
US director Steven Soderbergh and
actress Meg Ryan.

"To win is kind of miraculous
and fortunate and lucky," Van Sant
told a media conference after
receiving the awards. He was the
first American to win the presti-
gious Palme since Quentin
Tarantino took it for "Pulp Fiction"
in 1994.

His film, made for a US cable
network on a meagre three-
million-dollar (2.5 million euro)
budget with a mostly non-
professional cast of real students in
a school in the American west, was
notmeant as a criticism of America
but more "a musing about school
violence," he said. The title came
from a highly acclaimed 1989 BBC
documentary about Northern
Ireland.

Diversity is one of Cannes'
signature themes, however, and
that was reinforced with the award
of the runner-up Grand Prize to
"Distant", a Turkish film by Nuri
Bilge Ceylan that explores the
emptiness of life and loneliness in
the city.

A French-language Canadian
film, "The Barbarian Invasions",
that was probably the most (FOII;H-
lar entry seen in the week and a half
long festival, earned a Best Screen-
play award for its writer and direc-
tor, Denys Arcand. It also took the

PHOTO: AFP

US director Gus Van Sant poses for photographers with French theatre and
cinema director, head of the jury, Patrice Chereau (3rdL), US actress Meg
Ryan (5thL), French actress Karin Viard (4thL), Indian actress Aishwarya Rai
(R), after being awarded the Golden Palm and the Best direction prize for his
film "Elephant” during the closing ceremony of the 56th Cannes film festival.

Croze, who played a heroin junky
helping a dying man cope with his
pain.

Overlooked was the Clint East-
wood-directed "Mystic River", a
psychological thriller that used its
all-star cast of Sean Penn, Kevin
Bacon and Tim Robbins to good
effect.

For many of the 30,000 industry
tﬁpes and journalists accredited to
the event, and for the tens of thou-
sands more movie fans who
flocked to the Riviera for a glimpse
of celebrities, the real high point
came early on, with the out-of-
competition premiere of "The
Matrix Reloaded" in the presence
of Keanu Reeves and its other stars.

Little else lived up to Cannes'
reputation for over-the-top cine-
matic hype except for Arnold
Schwarzenegger's shameless
plugging of his upcoming and as-
yetunseen "Terminator 3: The Rise
of the Machines" in a seaside
publicity show and exclusive party.

Many of the official screenings
seemed to be grim celebrations of
death. The little humour to be
found was in "The Barbarian Inva-
sions" or in non-competing fare
such as the wryly polished French
animation "Belleville Rendez-
Vous", about a Tour de France
cyclist kidnapped and taken to a
pastiche Manhattan to race for
sinister Mafia types.

PHOTO: AFP
Iranian director Samira Makhmalbaf poses for photographers on a terrace of
the Palais des festivals after being awarded the Ecumenical prize for her film

curved shape. The ear too took this  Figh Best Actress prize for Marie-Josee  "panjE Asr" during the 56th Cannes film festival.
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