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Ctg triple murder
Former union

chairman main

accused

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Monday's triple murder has
sparked widespread resentment
amonglocal people over the deteri-
oratinglaw and order situation.

Armed criminals shot dead Abul
Kashem, Abul Bashar and Badsha
Alam, sons of Abdul Khaleque, at
Charia Kazipara of Mirzapur union
under Hathazari upazila.

Kazi Mafzal Ahmed, the eldest
brother of the three killed, filed a
murder case with the Hathazari
Police Station accusing 18 persons
with eight specific names on
Monday night, police said.

Mirzapur union former chair-
man Abul Kalam was made the
prime accused followed by
Shahjahan, Mohiuddin, Jamal ,
Nurul Alam, Osman, Abul Hossain
Bholaand hisson Sekandar.

Abul Hossain Bhola and his son
Sekandar were arrested a few hours
after the murders. They were pro-
duced before the court yesterday
with a five-day remand prayer,
Officer-in-charge (OC) of the
Hathazari PS Mahfuz Alam said.
But no further arrest could be
madetill yesterday.

Meantime, a police team led by
Additional SP (north) Hasib Aziz
raided some places in Hathazari
yesterday.

A police camp manned by 25
copswas set up at Kazipara follow-
ing the incident to maintain law
and order, sources said.

Local people and police said the
killing might have been a sequel to
the long-standing enmity between
Abdul Khaleque and Abul Kalam

over land dispute and arrest of
some criminalsin recent days.

Hasib said Kalam had forcibly
occupied some land owned by
Khaleque a few months ago and
built a brick kiln there, leading to
filing of cases by both sides. Even
on Monday a negotiation was
scheduled to take place.

The three brothers had report-
edly helped police arrest an alleged
criminal, Alamgir, a nephew of
Kalam, on April 5 thisyear.

Hearing of writ
on judges' job
non-confirmation
resumes June 16

UNB, Dhaka

Hearing of the writ petitions of
former additional judges of the
High Court will resume on June 16
byalargerbench.

Six former judges had chal-
lenged non-confirmation of their
service "despite recommendation
ofthe ChiefJustice".

A three-member larger bench
headed by Justice Hamidul Huq
passed the order yesterday when
Barrister Azmalul Hossain, counsel
for the petitioners, pleaded for
expediting hearing on the rule
issued by the bench on May4.

The Chief Justice had consti-
tuted the larger bench, as the co-
judge of each of three division
benches, yet to be confirmed, felt
embarrassed to hear the writ.

Water project
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for the project. The conditions are
giving priority to the community
demand for safe water options,
instead of imposing mitigation
services, and leaving financial
management to the community
leaders themselves.

The government has already
accepted the first condition but
expressed doubts about the com-
munity leaders' ability to handle
financial resources effectively
since the question of accountabil-
ity will arise.

Ithas proposed that community
leaders be trained on handling
financial resources and only then
given the authority to handle such
matters.

According to sources, the WB
mission held several meetings with
the government officials and stake-
holders including the secretary of
the local government division and
the chief engineer of the
Department of Public Health and
Engineering (DPHE).

The WB experts also visited
several arsenic affected areas
where BAMWSP intervention is
going on. The spots include
Brahmanbaria, Narayanganj,
Chapainawabganjand Chandpur.

The extended BAMWSP project
is expected to receive about Tk 80
crore including funds from the
government exchequer.

Sources also said a separate
fund might be allocated for mitiga-
tion of arsenic in water supplied in
towns.

More than 80 million people in
62 districts are now exposed to
drinking arsenic contaminated
water, mostly from hand-pumped
tubewells. Surveys show in many
areas naturally occurring arsenic
has been found in concentration
more than the WHO-approved
permissible level of 50 parts per
billion (ppb).

There are many upazila where
all tubewells have been painted red
to prohibit people from drinking
water from the tubewells.

Satyajit retrospective

Dhaka University Film Society screens
20 films of famous Indian filmmaker
Satyajit Ray on the occasion of his birth
and death anniversary. On the 5th day,
four films titled 'Kanchan Jangha', 'Sonar
Kella', 'Devi' and 'Agantuk’  will be
screened. Venue: TSC auditorium,
Dhaka University. Time: 10.00am,
12.30pm, 3.30pmand 6.00pm.

Film show

Academy Film Society will screen a
French fim titled "Tess'. Venue: 21/C,
Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

Classical music

Alliance Francaise organises an evening
of classical music by Ram Kanai Das.
Venue: Alliance Francaise auditorium,
Dhanmondi. Time: 7.00pm.

Bangla Academy

Bangla Academy will hold a discussion
on the occasion of the 27th death
anniversary of Shilpachariya Zainul
Abedin. Venue: Academy auditorium.
Time: 11.00am.

Prize giving ceremony
People's Centre for Research and
Development organises a prize giving
ceremony for the students of
Gonoshikkha Kendra. Venue: House-
54/A, Road-6/A, Dhanmondi. Time:
7.30pm.

Mohila Parishad

Bangladesh Mohila Parishad will hold a
discussion in observance of the Safe
Motherhood Day. Venue: Sufia Kamal
Bhaban, Segun Bagicha. Time: 3.00pm.

Meeting
Ameeting of Chhatra Parishad (Students
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Congress) will be held. Venue: Dhaka
University Cafeteria. Time: 3.00pm.

Shilpakala Academy

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
organises a discussion in observance of
the 27th death anniversary of
Shilpachariya Zainul Abedin. Venue:
Gallery Bhaban of the academy, Segun
Bagicha. Time: 5.00pm.

Blood donation

Quantum Foundation in association with
BUET organises a voluntary blood
donation camp. Venue: BUET
auditorium. Time: 10.00am.

DHAKA

Film show

Academy Film Society will screen an
American film titled 'Gangs of New York'.
Venue: 21/C, Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

N

Motor show

The inaugural ceremony of a Motor
Show, organised by Bangladesh
Automobiles Distributors  Association,
will be held with Communications
Minister Nazmul Huda as chief guest.
Venue: Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre, Sher-e-
Banglanagar. Time: 10.00am. The
exhibition will remain opentill June 1 from
10.00am to 9.00pm daily.

Inauguration

The inaugural ceremony of Biosafety
level-111 Laboratory at Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU) will be held. Venue:
Department of Microbiology &
Immunology, BSMMU, Shahbagh. Time:
9.30am.

Student strike
at CU begins
today

Cu CORRESPONDENT

Chittagong University is to io
through a spell of student strike

from today.

The Progressive Student
Alliance (PSA), aconglomeration of
three leftist student organisations -
- Socialist Student Front (SSF),
Bandgladesh Chhatra Union (BCU)
and Bangladesh Chhatra
Federation
strike today.

The Ban
League will

CF) -- will enforce a

ladesh Chhatra

so enforce a strike

tomorrow to protest the new

Public Service Commission (PSC)

flull(es for BCS examinations and fee
ike.

Vegetable
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lateral announcement of freight
increase has poured cold water on
their interest in exporting fruits,
vegetables and betel leaf.

The freight hike that would raise
the export costs in the middle of the
year has puzzled the exporters, said
another exporter. He mentioned
that export of these goods on the
basis of contracts usually begins in
January.

Earlier, during the Afghan war,
the authorities had also
announced a war risk surcharge at
a rate of five cent per kg of perish-
able goods. It could not, however,
be implemented in the wake of a
movement by the exporters.

The country earns on an aver-
age Tk 200 crore a year from export
of fruits and vegetables to the
Middle Eastern countries, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Italy
and Singapore, according to avail-
able statistics.

7 get life term
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connection.

SI Shahabuddin, who investi-
gated the case, filed the
chargesheet on September 23,
2001, accusing 13 persons for the
murder. Nineteen prosecution
witnesses made depositions dur-
ing the trial. Two of the accused
made judicial confession under
section 164.

US embassy
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Department official stated that
nationals of countries participating in
the Visa Waiver Program (VWP),
mainly Western European countries,
who do not require a visa to enter the
US must have machine-readable
passports that include biometric
indicators to enter the US after
October 26, 2004. Nationals of coun-
tries such as Bangladesh, who are
required to obtain a visa to enter the
United States, will be issued a visa
containing biometric data. These
changes are being made in accor-
dance with recent US laws that
require temporary foreign visitors to
present documentation containing
biometric identifiers to enter the
United States after October 26, 2004.
The United States encourages the
government of Bangladesh to
improve the security of its travel
documents," the USembassysaid.

Our Reply: The Daily Star news
wasbased on abriefingsummary sent
to different government offices in
Dhaka including the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs from the office of the
Consulate General of Bangladesh in
LosAngeles.

The consul general of the
Bangladesh mission in Los Angeles
attended the briefing session on May
16,2003.

In his briefing summary the con-
sulate general mentioned that from
October 6, 2004 only machine-
readable biometric passports will be
acceptable to the US authority. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, after
receiving the summary, informed the
Ministry of Home on May 24, 2003 to
takenecessaryactions.

Vajpayee

FROMIJ’IEE)E 12}7

December 13, 2001 terrorist attack
onParliament.

Indian Foreign Ministry, in a
surprise announcement Monday
evening, said the government has
decided to approve revival of Delhi-
Lahore bus service on bi-weekly
basis as soon as details were worked
out by technical authorities of the
two countries.

The foreign ministry statement
also announced the decision to
release 130 Pakistani civilian prison-
ers, including 70 fishermen, now in
Indian custody.

Vajpayee, during his three-day
visit to Germany beginning today,
will hold discussions with
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder,
President Johannes Rau and meet
captains of German industry.

On May 30, Vajpayee flies to St
Petersburgto attend the tricentenary
celebrations of the historic northern
Russian city along with 46 heads of
statesand governments.

The Indian Premier then travels
to Evian, France, where he, along
with heads of states and govern-
ments of 11 other countries, will
attend an informal summit with top
leaders of the Group of eight indus-
trialized countries. Brazil, China and
Malaysia are among the other coun-
triesinvited to Evian.

The Evian meeting s of particular
significance for Sino-India ties as
Vajpayee would have a meeting with
Chinese President Hu Jintao. Official
sources here say this meeting would
set the tone for Vajpayee's visit to
Chinainthefirstweek ofnextmonth.
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Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, executive director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue, speaks at a press briefing of the
Dhaka Civil Society Forum yesterday. Regional Media and Advocacy Coordinator for South Asia Mona Laczo, right,
and Dr Zafar Ullah Chowdhury, far left, of Consumers Association of Bangladesh also attend.

4 US soldiers killed
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Memorial Day, when the United
States honours its war dead, and
undercut coalition claims that it
was getting a hold on security in the
capital nearly seven weeks after
Saddam's overthrow.

"Order in Baghdad is present.
Any time you have a large group of
civilians there's going to be some
bad guys.

"Thave seen it getting better and
better every day. There has been a
drastic improvement in the last 30
days."

In the second attack on
Monday, one soldier was killed and
another injured when their convoy
was ambushed in the former Iraqi
strongman's Sunni Muslim tribal
heartland close to the Syrian bor-
der.

"An unknown number of
attackers fired small arms, rocket-
propelled grenades and heavy
machine guns at the convoy" near
Hadithah, some 190 kilometers
northwest of Baghdad, US Central
Command said.

The attacks overshadowed an
announcement by the head of the
US-led administration, Paul
Bremer, that he was establishing a
large credit facility for exports to
Iraq to promote trade as the
rebuilding of the war-torn country
entered a new phase after the
lifting of UN sanctionslast week.

Bremer gave no figure for the
amount of money on the table but
said it would come from a raft of
private banks as well as the Central
BankoflIraq.

"It will be a substantial credit
facility that first symbolically
indicates to the world that Iraq is
open for business and also pro-
vides a practical incentive to peo-
plewhowantto tradewithIraq," he
told aBaghdad news conference.

Bremer insisted post-war
reconstruction was "now nearing
the end of the first stage," with

Digital lines
FROM PAGE 12

in the capital.

Subscribers of the new lines will
have the caller line identification
protocol (CLIP) by which they
would be able to note the numbers
of callers.

BTTB officials however said the
exchanges would bring a little
impact as some 2.11 lakh applica-
tions for phonelines are pending.

Currently, around eight lakh
fixed line telephones exist.

government ministries, most
power and water supplies, and a
new police force up and running.

"The task now is to help the Iraqis
rebuild their economy after decades
of state control and mismanage-
ment."

The career diplomat has
launched a host of measures in a
frenetic first fortnight in office as he
tries to win the confidence of Iraqis
frustrated by the speed of rebuilding
and angered by the lack of security in
Baghdad.

Beefed-up street patrols in the
capital, tough new measures on
weapons possession and a boost in
rubbish collection and other services
haveraised the coalition's profile.

Bremer has also launched a
massive clampdown on Saddam's
Baath partyin abid to reassure Iraqis
hisbrutalruleis goneforgood.

On Monday, he established anew
Iragi body to advise him on the
eradication of senior party members
from public life and the confiscation
of partyassets.

Three heroin
smugglers
sent to jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three Pakistani passport holders
arrested on Wednesday with about
14 kilograms of heroin stuffed into
176 toothpaste tubes at Zia
International Airport (ZIA) were
sent to the Dhaka CentralJail yester-
day.

The three are Noor Jahan
Begum, Nazma Begum and
Kohinoor Begum. They were pro-
duced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhaka, yesterday. The magistrate
ordered them to jail as there were no
remand prayers.

The defence lawyers submitted a
bail prayer but the courtrejected the
etition. The court also directed the
jail authorities to allow Mohammad
Akram, two-year-old son of
Kohinoor Begum, to be with his
mother.

The trio alleged that the officer-
in-charge of the Airport Police
Station tortured them during the
three-day remand. Despite the
court order that a female officer
should interrogate them, a male
officer interrogated them, they
alleged.

They were blindfolded and hot
water was poured into their noses,
theyfurtheralleged.

Robbers, burglars rule
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floor.

When Abu Sayeed Molla, a
garment owner, and his wife came
down to go out for awalk at5:20am,
the robbers, who were waiting at
the landing, also tied them up and
taped their mouth.

They treated Amjad Hossain, a
businessman, in a similar way
when he and his wife came down
five minutes later. They took the
couple's wristwatches and orna-
ments.

Later, three robbers took
Sayeed's wife to their flat (No.
2/1204) and forced her to give them
the keys of lockers. They took Tk
15,000, 10 tola of gold ornaments,
computer accessories and three
mobile phones.

Then they took Amjad Hossain
and his wife to their flat (No. 3/501)
and inquired about a "bag of
money". As the couple expressed
their ignorance about it, the rob-
bers threatened to kidnap their
teenage daughter.

They took Tk 52,000, 50 tola of
gold, one camera and two mobile
phone sets from their flat.

Meanwhile, as Jahurul Islam, a
tax and VAT commissioner of
customs, returned to the apart-
ment after morning walk at
6:10am, the robbers also took him
to hisflat.

"They came down from his flat
within 10 minutes with some bags
and asked us to turn our back on
them as they were preparing to
leave," said one victim.

"One of them was saying they
have got what they were looking
for," he added.

The robbers left the apartment
inahurry.

Jahurul Islam was not available
for his side of the story but he told
police that the robbers took away

Tk 75,000, 15 tola of gold, three
wristwatches, three mobile phone
sets and three table watches from
his flat.

A case was filed with the Ramna
Police Station in the afternoon. But
police failed to recover any of the
looted cash or valuables or trace
therobbers till writing of this report
at8:30pm last night.

Meanwhile, burglars broke the
lock of SA Paribahan's office at
Kakrail in the early morning and
took away Tk 45 lakh and 12 tola of
gold.

When employees went to the
office at 7:00am, they found the
lock and the cash counter broken,
and the money and gold missing.
They said the incident took place
sometime between 3:00am to
7:00am.

They said the money was kept
for parcel to different places across
the country. And one employee
kept the gold as he was shifting his
residence.

Meanwhile, the burglars took
away a total of Tk 50,000 from
Pharmex Textile Mills Limited and
Gazipur Gas Compnay Limited on
the sixth floor and Tk 25,000 from
First Cargo Service on the fifth
floor. The burglars also entered the
office of Technocrat on the eighth
floor.

Police picked up the guard of
the building -- Mokhlesur Rahman
-- and two employees -- Jahangir
Hossain and AbdulJalil forinterro-
gation.

Rain soothes
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Samarendra Karmakar, director of
the Dhaka Met office.

The monsoon winds from the
Bay of Bengal would not arrive with
rain until the first week of June, said
the Met office.

JCD men
beat up 2
JU students

JU CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal JCD)
cadres of Jahangirnagar University
(JU) allegedly beat up two students
onMonday.

The two students were beaten
up at around 8:45pm as they
refused to vacate their room, defy-
ingan 'order' byaJCD cadre.

The victims were Masum and
Shipon, third year students of
economics department and resi-
dents of Moulana Bhasani Hall
(MBH).

On April 30, Hamzar Rahman
Shamim, a JCD cadre and a third
year student of electronics and
computer science department,
asked the two to vacate their room,
as they had not taken his permis-
sion before taking possession.

On Monday night, Shamim
along with four cadres of Dhaka
University (DU), went to theirs
room and threatened to shoot
them.

Masum and Shipon tried to take
shelter a few rooms off but the
cadres followed them and beat
them up mercilessly.

They were later taken to the
university medical centre.

One of the four DU cadres was
identified as Monir, a resident of
Jasimuddin Hall. The others could
notbeidentified.

Meanwhile, about 57 students
ofthe MBH submitted a memoran-
dum to hall Provost Prof. Abdul
Mannan and Proctor Saleh Ahmad
Khan demanding punishment of
the personsinvolved.

Harun-Ur-Rashid, general
secretary of JCD, JU unit, said
proper steps would be taken to
investigate theincident.

HSC exam
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actions would be taken against
examinees and teachers found
involved in any unfair means.

The most trouble-prone centres
are six each in Naogaon and
Gaibandha, five in Dinajpur, four
in Rangpur, three each in Natore,
Bogra, Sirajganj and Nilphamari,
two each in Pabna, Thakurgaon,
Panchagarh and Kurigram and one
in Rajshahi.

At least 1,49,639 students from
937 colleges are likely to sit for the
HSC examinations at 257 centers
under Rajshahi education board this
year.

Death anniversary

Today is the first death anniver-

of Nasima Nargis Ahmed, wife

of late Ashrafuddin Ahmed, ex-

deputy commercial manager of
BIWTC, says a pressrelease.

A member of Narayanganj
'Apwa’ Women's Association, she
was associated with a number of
welfare organisations.

Prayers will be offered at her
Pallabi and Purana Paltan resi-
dences and at her village home at
Tili, Comilla.

Lutfunnessa Begum

The 19th death anniversary of
Mosammat Lutfunnessa Begum will
be observed today, says a press
release.

A milad mahfil will be held at 1/7
Block # A, Lalmatia after Maghrib
prayers.

Mother of late Syed Mozammel
Haque, special correspondent of
BSS, she hailed from village Beshanal
under Tongibari thana, Munshigan;.

Housewife
chopped
to death
for dowry

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A housewife was chopped to death
yesterday allegedly by her husband
over dowry at Baintain village under
Bhuapur Police Station of the dis-
trict.

The victim was identified as
Shahida Begum, 20.

The victim's father Atabali, 50,
younger sister Rashida Akhter, 14,
and Saidur Rahman, a neighbour,
were also injured during the attack.

The miscreant, Saidul Islam, is
absconding. The neighbour was
admitted to the Sirajgonj Hospital
in critical condition.

A case was filed with the
Bhuapur Police Station.

DU M.Phil. students
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last year. But the departments
concerned did not respond," said a
top DU official, seeking anonymity.
One of the frustrated admission
seekers of sociology department
said she could not understand how
the department's chairman could
sit on such a vital issue. "Who will
pay for the year that we have lost for
their carelessness?"

Chairman of the sociology
department Prof. Ishrat Shamim
refuted the allegation and said she
has no responsibility as regards
admission to M.Phil course. " The
chairman of the four-member M.
Phil committee of the department
looks after the admission process."

But Chairman of the M.Phil
committee Prof. Quamrul Ahsan
said, "My responsibility is to con-
duct the written test and viva voce
for M.Phil admission. It is not my
job to send papers to the registrar's
office, it is the responsibility of the
chairman ofadepartment.”

Dr Tashlima Mansur, dean of the
law faculty and chairperson of the
M.Phil committee of the faculty,
refuted the allegation of negligence
on her part and said the chairman
of the department (law faculty has

Civil society
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a two-day meeting between May 29-
30 on "Advancing LDC interests in
the fifth WTO ministerial", will adopt
adeclaration ahead ofameetoftrade
ministers from the LDCs, said Dr
Debapriya.

The DCSF meeting will try to
influence the declaration by the
trade ministers' meet, set for May 31
and June 2 in Dhaka, and the WTO
fifth ministerial meeting, scheduled
for September in Mexico.

Twenty-six overseas participants
will attend the DCSF meeting, said
forum organisers. The participants
include Malaysia, Zimbabwe, Laos,
Cambodia, Ethiopia, Switzerland,
the UKand Nepal nationals.

The civil society forum will focus
on the WTO Doha-mandated
agenda such as market access,
special and differential treatment,
implementation issues and agree-
mentonagriculture.

The CPD is pivotal in the DCSF,
with the Consumers International,
EU-LDC Network, Oxfam
International, South Asia Watch on
Trade, Economics and
Environment, and the Southern and
Eastern African Trade Information
and Negotiations Institute as co-
organisers.

only one department) did not
submitnecessary papersintime.

Prof. Mizanur Rahman, ex-
chairman of law department,
admitted that the department failed
to send the papers to the registrar's
office for 'somereasons'.

According to the DU M.Phil
admission procedure, the depart-
ment chairman has to submit
admission form and all other neces-
sary documents to the registrar's
office through the respective dean's
office.

Some teachers said the 25 stu-
dents of sociology and 12 students
of law could not get admission due
to political and personal conflict
between the department chairmen
and M.Phil committee chairman.

DU Vice-chancellor SMA Faiz
told The Daily Star that the univer-
sity authorities would investigate
theincident.

A notification for admission to
M.Phil course in the next academic
session would be given by the first
week ofJuly,aDU official said.

OIC FMs' meet
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ence while OIC secretary general will
also address today's opening cere-
mony.

Earlier, Morshed Khan told BSS
that the OIC should proceed with a
limited number of targeted, specific
time-bound programmes. Too
many agenda, he felt, should not
impede the focal point of ICFM
objectives.

"OIC should not be used merely
as a grouping for issuing state-
ments," hesaid.

"We must proceed with mutual
trust among the members and
mistrust should not stand in the way
of consolidation of the OIC position
onvitalissues," Morshed said.

Thereisalonglist of draft agenda,
which the conference is likely to take
up for discussions. The agenda
include discussion on the US
roadmap for the Middle East and
future of Iraq. The conference will
also take up for discussion the
Kashmirdispute.

The city of Al-Quds Al Sharif,
current situation of the peace pro-
cess in the Middle East, the Palestine
problem, situation in Afghanistan,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Somalia and Chechnya are expected
to figure prominently in the confer-
ence.

Prior to the foreign ministers'
conference, the foreign secretaries of
the OIC member countries would sit
tofinalise the draft for the ministers.

Asian women
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were probably a thousand women
in Australia working as sexslaves.

But she said those who were
brave enough to complain were
not treated seriously by police and
many were a deported soon after
being apprehended because they
were in Australiaillegally.

"They're told it's not true what
they're saying then they're invari-
ably deported from the country,
told Sky News.

"Many more women would
come forward if they were offered
the slightest amount of protection,
now theyhave nothing."

The problem was highlighted
last month by a New South Wales
state coroner's report into the
death of a 27-year-old Thai
woman, Puongtong Simaplee.

She died in an immigration
detention centre in 2001 from
heroin withdrawal symptoms. She
had told authorities she was
brought to Australia as a 12-year-
old forced into prostitution.

The case prompted deputy
coroner Carl Milovanovich to urge
authorities to do all they could to
stamp out the trade in young
women.

"(It) is not only illegal and mor-
ally offensive but a practice which
law enforcement agencies should

addresswith vigour," he said.

The government estimated the
sex slave industry was worth 50
million dollars a year when it intro-
duced its 1998 legislation and
welfare groups estimate its value
may have trebled since then.

But Immigration Minister
Philip Ruddock said investigators
had found little hard evidence of
organised sex slaverackets.

He said while 13 women had
come forward with complaints
since 1999 their cases had not been
strongenough to lay charges.

"It comes down to a question of
the adequacy of the evidence," he
said.

Aerial spray
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Uddin, chief health officer of the
DCC.

Isolair Inc. of USA has provided
the equipment for the operation.
The company also provided the
pilot, Steve Tolle, who has trained
four Bangladeshi pilots in the
technique.

"Aerial spraying is also used in
the USA, especially in Florida, for
eliminating mosquitoes. It is con-
sidered eco-friendly," said Michel
Powel, chairman of the company.

BSS project
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letter to the PMO seeking permis-
sion to conduct a thorough investi-
gation into alleged corruption and
irregularities in the project activi-
ties.

Upon the PMO's nod, an official
of the BAC Task Force-1 recorded
statements of the then news editor
and an accounts officer concerned
with the projecton May 19.

Earlier on May 12, in a letter to
Managing Director and Chief
Editor of BSS Amanullah Kabir, the
official had sought his permission
to do so. The BSS chief responded
positively.

Allegations of irregularities and
corruption in the project were
made to the PMO, information
ministry, BAC, Danida and BSS by
those who contributed reports on
human rights issues, participants
in training workshops and others
concerned. Funds for various
programmes were misappropri-
ated using false and manipulated
vouchers.

A journalist in Khulna alleged
that only Tk 27,000 was spent for a
training workshop in the city
against the allocation of Tk 1 lakh.
He had lodged a complaint with
Danida.

The BSS authorities, instead of
investigating the allegation and
taking action, absorbed the news
editor and the accounts officer
concerned in BSS in violation of the

service rules and the organogram
of the official news agency.
Moreover, the news editor was
promoted, superseding some
seniors, sources said.

Amanullah Kabir on Monday
said two earlier audits-- one by the
government and the other by
Danida -- did not find any irregu-
larities in the human rights project.
Danida is now conducting a fresh
audit.

He mentioned that as per agree-
ment, the funding authorities
could audit the project any time it
liked.

He admitted that an investiga-
tion by the BACwas now going on.

In reply to a question, the BSS
chief said the news editor in-
charge of the project had resigned
and applied for ajob in BSS. He was
thenrecruited asanews editor.

Amanullah Kabir claimed that
the person (news editor) was not
promoted. He was serving the
project as news editor and he was
recruited in BSS also as news edi-
tor, placed in the special grade.

BSS sources said the cases of the
news editor concerned and some
other newcomers have sparked off
discontentin the news agency.

A good number of journalists
joined BSS immediately after the
BNP-led alliance assumed power.
The BSS authorities sacked several
journalists recruited during the
AwamiLeaguerule.
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