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Hoping to bre

ﬁ Tennis

INTERNET, Paris

With his game in a shambles,
defending French champion
Albert Costa hopes to turn his
fortunes around and rekindle the
fire that made him the best clay-
court grunter last year as the sec-
ond Grand Slam of the season gets
underway on Monday on the
famousred clay.

After dropping the first set of the
2002 tournament in his first-round
match to French teenage sensation
Richard Gasquet, Costa went on to
upset three-time champion
Gustavo Kuerten in the round of
16. Armed with a never-say-die
attitude, the 27-year-old right-
handed Spaniard rolled on to
capture the title, outlasting fellow-
countryman Juan-Carlos Ferrero
inthefinal.

Costa finished in the top 10 for
the first time in his career and
punctuated his amazing run with a
qualifying berth for the Tennis

FORM-GUIDE (MEN)

LLEYTON HEWITTx1

Australian - 22: best performance
% é«"]rench Open - quarterfinals in

The world number one is still

this week playing team tennis in
Dusseldorf, but his never-say-die
attitude should at least seem him

American - 22: best performance at
French Open - winnerin 1999
Gotoffto atremendous start to the
year by cruising to the Australian
Open title and regained the No 1
spot with back-to-back wins at
Miami and Houston. But he lostin
the first round in Rome and with-
drew from Hamburg. Lack of clay-
court play unlikely to unsettle the
most experienced and savvy
competitor in the men's game and
he is a real threat to make it half-
way to the Grand Slam.

JUAN CARLOS FERRERO
x3

gpaniard - 23: best performance at
rench Open - runner-up in 2002

Masters Cup in Shanghai.

The Barcelona-resident's first
three months of 2003 looked as
strong, highlighted by a semifinal

ALBERT COSTA

showing at the Tennis Masters
Series in Miami this past March
where he defeated Guillermo Coria
in the fourth-round and Swiss
sensation Roger Federer in the
quarters - saving three match
points along the way - before losing

Had a great chance to win here last
year, and inexplicably lost in the
final to journeyman Albert Costa.
Ferrero as usual has constructed
his year around being at his peak

Spaniard - 26: best perf at French
pen - winnerin 1998

Moya looked set to become a

as a 21-year-old in 1998, but curi-
ously he has struggled to make his
mark at Roland Garros since then.

ROGERFEDERERX5

Swiss - 21: Best performance at
French Open - quarterfinal 2001

Has been probably the form
player of the last few weeks win-
ning in Munich and reaching the
finalin Rome. Most experts say itis
only a matter of time before he
wins a Major and he is capable of
triumphing on any surface includ-
ing clay and grass. The question
will be whether he can maintain
his attacking style of play to the
highestlevels against a succession
of safety-first claycourters.

ak free

to eventual champion Andre
Agassi.

Yet, Costa, who has notched 12
singles titles on the pro tour has
had a difficult time maintaining his
inspiration since the clay-court
season kicked off. He has not
reached one quarterfinal, his best
result being a third-round defeatin
Rome at the hands of eventual
winner Felix Mantilla.

The Spanish baseliner, who has
not won a tournament since his
Roland Garros triumph last June,
compiled an abysmal 7-5 record on
clay this spring season, a far cry for
someone who had gone 28-8 in
2002 and whose lifetime career
averageon clayis 240-108.

It remains to be seen whether
Costa will be able to pick up his
game and produce the form he
displayed last year at the "French,"
breaking down the resistance of his
competitors along the way. He will
play against a qualifier in the first
round, a hurdle he should clear.
But things might get trickier with
world number Lleyton Hewitt,
former champion Gustavo Kuerten
and young standout Richard
Gasquetallin his side of the draw.

SEBASTIEN GROSJEAN
x15

French - 24: Best performance at
French Open - semi-final 2001

since Yannick Noah's triumph in
1983.

GUILLERMO CORIAXx 7

The boyish-looking 21-year-old
led an unprecedented Argentine
sweep of the semi-finals at the
Hamburg Masters Series event
and went on to lift the title, the
biggest ofhis career to date.

GUSTAVO KUERTENx15

Brazilian - 26: Best performance at
French Open - winner 2001, 2000
and 1997

The 'King of Clay' has lost some
of his aura since his last win two
years ago as injuries have started
to take their toll on his physique.
Has made abig effort to get back to
the top this year and there have

been glimpses of the old Kuerten.

FORM GUIDE (WOMEN)

SERENAWILLIAMS x1

United States - 21: best perfor-
mance at French Open - winner
2002

World number one Serena is
bidding for her sixth Grand

Slams, beginning her domi-
nance at Roland Garros last year
and then adding the Wimble-
don, US and Australian Open
titles.

KIM CLIJSTERS x2

Belgium - 19: best performance
atFrench Open - runner-up 2001
World number two Kim Clijsters
is leading the chasing pack and
succeeding in bridging the gap
with the Williams sisters, and
could go all the way to winning
her first Grand Slam title after
winning the season-ending
championship title and holding
two match points before losing
the Australian Open semifinal to

United States - 22: best perfor-
mance at French Open - runner-
up 2002

The holder of 29 WTA titles,
Venus has seen a drop in form of
late culminating in a pulled a

x4
Belgium - 20: best performance
at French Open - semifinalist
2001

Beat world number one
Serena Williams to take the
Charleston title last month and
overcame the world number
two Clijsters to win the German
Openttitle earlier this month.
AMELIEMAURESMO x5
France - 23: best performance at
French Open - 4th round 2000,
2002
Serena and Venus Williams
know they had better watch out
for home favourite Amelie
Mauresmo when the French

mance at French Open - semifi-
nalist 1998

Recently-married Davenport's
preparations for the French
Open suffered a setback when a
hamstring injury forced her to

mance at French Open - winner
2001
Three-time Grand Slam winner
Capriati hasn't won a title since
the 2002 Australian Open after
enjoying a spectacular new
lease of life following teenage
burnout first time around in
1993.
DANIELA HANTUCHOVAx9
Slovakia - 20: best performance
atFrench Open - 4thround 2002
An outsider for the title, ten-
nis waif Hantuchova, expected
to make up for the absence of
Russian beauty Anna
Kournikova, should add some
glamour to the courts of Roland

Serena hungrier
than ever

0 Tennis

REUTERS, Paris

The Serena Williams 'catwoman'
outfit may stay firmly under wraps
at the French Open this next fort-
night but the world number one
and top seed is not remotely con-
cerned -- she feels the need for no
superpowersatall.

The skin-tight, black Lycra
outfit she sported to win the US
Open last year made her "run
faster, jump higher, fight harder"
she said.

But as she prepares to slide into
action at Stade Roland Garros on
Monday, Serena is happy just the
way sheis.

"My fitness is unbelievable right
now," she said on Sunday after a
brief practice session on the
Parisian clay.

"I just don't get tired. I've been
really working on my fitness solam
in really good shape right now...I
amhappy."

The news will come as no com-
fort to anybody looking to
dethrone the American phenome-
non, especially as she is now form-
ing something of a love affair with
the tricky slow surface.

"It is not difficult for me to play
on clay at all...I love the clay," she
smiled.

"You know, I'just love it -- actu-
ally it means I can be lazier. I don't
have to work as hard. I can be out of
the point and get back into it, I
reallylike that.

A feminine first
for Morocco!

O Tennis

REUTERS, Paris

"It has been very hard to get this
far, I still haven't realised what I've
done," she beamed as she left court

Parisian clay will not be the 23-
year-old's first Grand Slam show-
ing, though, having won through to
the Australian Open first round in
2002 before losing to Spaniard
Anabel Medina Garrigues in three
sets.

"But playing in Paris is so much
more exciting than competing in
Australia," she smiled, "I'm at
home here, all my friends come to
cheer me on. This is the best tour-
namentin the world."

Moubhtassine said her victories
in qualifying meant more than
simply sporting triumphs.

"It proves that it's possible to be
an Arab woman, a Muslim, and still
compete at the very highestlevel in
international sport," she said.

"One does not preclude the
other. Which is why I'm disap-
pointed that Selima Sfar (from
Tunisia) was knocked out in the
second qualifyinground."

Ranked 159th in the world,
Mouhtassine does not yet know the
identity of her first round oppo-
nentbutsays: "I'll be giving myall.

"I'love this tournament and I've
got so many supporters out there

rooting for me. I can't let them
down...starting with (Moroccan
men tennis players) Hicham Arazi
and Younes El Aynaoui."
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BAHIA MOUHTASSINE

Meanwhile, steps are underway
to increase the number of cricket-
ers in Bangladesh Cricket Board's
(BCB)'s pay roll. The number of
players to be offered contract
might double from the present six.

"Hopefully we will be able to
finalise the matter over the next
few days. We are likely to increase
the number to 10 or 12," said
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
advisor and Cricket Committee
chairman Mahbubul Anam yester-
day.

Aussies take

Slam title and fifth in arow after ~Stomach muscle before the pull out of the Spanish Open | | Preliminarv squad

claiming the Serena Slam by German Open earlier this earlier thismonth. Iy sq New age
beating older sister Venus in the ~ month. JENNIFER CAPRIATIx7 FROM PAGE 13 h

final of the last four Grand JUSTINEHENIN-HARDENNE  {nited States - 27: best perfor- | | startsonJuly6. eroes

REUTERS, Duesseldorf

While Andre Agassi will carry most
of America's hopes at the French
Open, it is the new breed, led by
Andy Roddick and James Blake,
who will command much of the
attention at Roland Garros over
the next fortnight.

And though they have yet to
break through with a Grand Slam
victory, there seems little doubt
that the young Americans are
ready to make an impact on the
biggest stage.

Roddick, 21, whose huge serve
and forehand have already taken
him to world number six, has
always shown the talent to suggest

Clay tensions surtace

O Tennis

INTERNET, Paris

The French Open is the only one of
the four Grand Slams to be played

never got beyond the semifinals in
Paris.

John McEnroe, Boris Becker,

have always come up just short at
Roland Garros.

Sowhydoesithappen?

"The first thing you need to have
is enormous patience," Paul
Hutchins, former British Davis Cup
captain and now tennis consultant,
told BBC Sport.

"Because the surface is much
slower and the ball bounces higher
than on grass or hard courts, the
rallieslast muchlonger.

"It is not unusual for one to last
10 to 15 strokes, compared with
two or three on grass.

"So you have to be a very strong
athlete with great stamina.'

On clay, the ball bounces much

higher than on other surfaces, so
players have to hit the ball at shoul-
derlevel.

Experts on the surface, such as
former champion Gustavo
Kuerten, hold their racket differ-
ently to the likes of Tim Henman
and Sampras to cope with it.

over the net so it goes deep and
with a lot of top-spin. This means
you can get back into position for
thenextshot."

players. As clay is not so firm
underfoot as hard courts, twisting
and turningis harder.

"The footwork on clay is an art
in itself. A good player can slide
into a shot, something that is
impossible on other surfaces.

"If you get a dry day when the
wind is up, the clay can blow in
your face and someone not used to
itcanbeintrouble."

Andre Agassi is one of a select
group - and the only man still
playing - to have won all four Grand
Slam events, including on the clay.

Hutchins puts this down to his
aggressive adaptability.

"Agassi plays it slightly differ-
entlyto thereal clay specialists.

"While Kuerten will be three or
four metres behind the baseline,
Agassi will be standing one metre
backor actually on it and taking the
ball early.

"He is more attacking than

struggling to come to terms with  in Paris. Started well with impres- mgsltli;rue;(ﬁl; gi)erities dal;l%%%;gg onslow clay courts, a surface where "Tim Henman may adapt his someoftheothers."
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Islampurpara Sporting Club
moved into the final of the Econo
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Magura Stadium yesterday.

Independent were bowled out
for 130 in 31.1 overs after they
decided to bat.

In reply, Islampurpara made 133
for the loss of 8 wickets in 39.3
overs.

BRIEFSCORES

Independent Cricket Club: 130 all
out in 31.1 overs (Sazal 28, Shaon
27, Firoz 17; Bador 4-19, Suman 3-
20,Masum 1-11, Misti 2-26)

Islampurpara Sporting Club:
133 for 8 in 39.3 overs (Mamun 35,
Suman 18, Badar 15; Anup 2-17,
Sazal2-38, Razon 1-13)

Today's match: Abul Hossain
Khan Smriti Sangsad v Shahid
Mintu Sangha.
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