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Film show
Academy Film Society will screen an 
American Film titled 'Solaris'. Venue: 
21/C, Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

Publication ceremony
The publication ceremony of a book titled 
'Bangladesher Ahanker Begum Khaleda 
Zia' by Momtaj Khan will be held with Law, 
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Moudud Ahmed as chief guest. Venue: 
National Press Club. Time: 4.00pm.

Human chain
Bangladesh Awami Ainjibi Parishad will 
form a human chain to protest the   
re ins ta tement  o f  a  conv ic t  i n  
Bangabandhu Murder case, an accused 
in Jail Killing case and switching off of the 
microphone of the opposition leader in 
parliament. Venue: Dhaka Judge Court. 
Time: 10.00am.

BCL discussion
Bangladesh Chhatra League organises 
a discussion to mark the home- coming 
day of Awami League President Sheikh 
Hasina. Venue: Teachers Students 
Centre of Dhaka University. Time: 
3.00pm.

Seminar
Amra Suryamukhi, a socio-cultural 
organisation, will hold a seminar on 
Sheikh Hasina's 22 years in national 
politics: Our gains and expectations. 
Venue: Seminar room of the Central 
Public Library, Shahbagh. Time: 
5.00pm.

Memorial discussion
A discussion will be held in memory of 
writer Khandaker Mozharul Karim on the 
occasion of his 49th birth anniversary. 

Venue: Bishwa Sahitya Kendra 
auditorium, Kazi Nazrul Islam avenue. 
Time: 6.00pm.

Conference
The inaugural ceremony of child 
congress conference 2003, organised by 
Resource Bangladesh, will be held. 
Venue: WVA auditorium, Dhanmondi. 
Time: 9.30am.

Protest rally
Sramik Karmachari Oikya Parishad 
organises a rally to protest different terms 
and conditions set by international 
donors and agencies against the national 
interest. Venue: Muktangan, Ramna. 
Time: 10.30am.

Discussion
A discussion prior to the formal opening 
of the Bangladesh Liaison office of the 
Greater New York Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry will be held with 
Communication Minister Nazmul Huda 
as chief guest. Venue: Emmanuelle's 
Restaurant, Banani. Time:  4.30pm.

Farewell
Dhaka Imperial College will bid farewell 
to HSC examinees. Venue: College 
auditorium, Mirpur Road. Time: 
10.00am.

Recitation
Swapnakuri, a cultural organisation, 
arranges recitation and musical 
programme on the occasion of its 17th 
founding anniversary. Venue: Nari 
Grantha Prabartana, Mohammadpur. 
Time: 4.30pm. 

Rotary meeting
Weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of 
Dhaka North West will be held. Venue: 
Dhaka Club, Ramna. Time: 5.30pm.

T O D A Y
DHAKA

T h e  D h a k a  
University has 
conferred Ph.D 
on Md Hanif 
Uddin, chair-
man and assis-
tant professor 
o f  t h e  
Department of 
I n f o r m a t i o n  
S c i e n c e  a n d  

Library Management, University of 
Dhaka, for his thesis entitled 'As-
sessment of information needs for 
the agricultural scientists and 
researchers in Bangladesh', says a 
press release.

Dr Hanif is the eldest son of Md 
Hurmuz Ali Talukder of village 
Razabari under Kalihati thana, 
Tangail.

Congratulations

CHT treaty
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suggestion, saying the agreement 
was in the process of implementa-
tion. 

"If the government did not want 
to implement it, it would have 
scraped it. But it did not do so and 
moreover formed the CHT affairs 
ministry," he said. 

"It proves that we are willing to 
implement the pact," the minister 
said.

People of the hill districts, 
however, observed that partial 
implementation of peace pact 
brought no good for the tribal 
people. 

Their efforts to put the past 
behind are still hobbled by the old 
barriers of misery, mistrust and 
conflict, they said.  

And the pact has brought at 
least one evil in its train -- infight-
ing among tribal people. 

Earlier, the fighting was limited 
between the Bangalees and the 
tribal people, but the pact has 
pitted the JSS against the United 
P e o p l e ' s  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t  
(UPDF), an anti-pact outfit.   

"Now we cannot believe any 
tribal person as a fighting is on 
between the UPDF and JSS. The 
conflict has turned up heat on us, 
the common man, " said a journal-
ist from the tribal community. 

Locals, however, pointed out 
that they could now move freely in 
the hilly towns which was not so 
easy before peace pact.  
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2 lakh from the Dhaka Central Jail," 
explained the employee.

Corruption has become a virtual 
ladder to good posting and promo-
tion. A group of high-ups in the 
directorate pockets bribes from jail 
officials for transfer, several jail 
officials of different ranks told The 
Daily Star. 

"Corruption in jails is nothing 
new," says a mid-ranking official. "It 
has just increased." If the higher 
officers are satisfied with monthly 
tolls, juniors are rewarded with 
'good' postings, he said.

The deputy inspector general 
(DIG) of prisons (Chittagong and 
Sylhet) has recently recommended 
punitive action against an official of 
the Chittagong Central Jail. He was 
posted to the Dhaka Central Jail 
instead. Later, the DIG Dhaka simi-
larly recommended punishment to 
the same person five months ago. 
But no action has so far been taken.

Although a number of officials 
were transferred to different jails in 
punishment, they were posted 
afresh to their chosen areas a few 
weeks to three months later. 

An official transferred to the 
Jhalakathi jail from Sherpur in pun-
ishment was rewarded with a post in 
the Barisal Central Jail later. Another 
official was posted to the Khulna jail a 
few weeks after he was punished 
with a transfer to Feni from the 
Mymensingh Central Jail. An officer 
from the Chittagong jail was given a 
punishment posting to Sherpur but 
was rewarded with a post in Cox's 
Bazar after a couple of weeks. 

The Cox's Bazar jail official who 
was sent to Sherpur was posted to 
Mymensingh, and the Mymensingh 
official was posted to the Comilla 
Central Jail a couple of months after 
he was sent to Madaripur in punish-
ment.

By contrast, the officials who 
failed to please the higher authorities 

were posted to remote areas on a 
two-day notice, the sources said. 

Serious questions have arisen 
among the officials about the nature 
and timing of the postings and brib-
ery is blamed for the spread of pro-
fessional dishonesty.

The jail directorate has recently 
issued a circular saying an examina-
tion will take place for promotion of 
jailers in line with a jail code that had 
not been followed since 1984. 

The government introduced a 
new recruitment rule in 1984, replac-
ing the age-old jail code. The recruit-
ment rule prescribes that the most 
senior deputy jailers who have 
served at least five years will be 
promoted to jailers through the PSC 
(Public Service Commission).

Explaining why the rule was 
brushed off, a number of deputy 
jailers said the purpose of the change 
was to ensure bribery. They are 
planning to take a legal stand against 
the circular.

Corruption in jails
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the city dwellers has gone up. 
Economists, however, tend to take 
the view that the mushroom 
growth of shops has nothing to do 
with the strength of the country's 
economy. Backed by the economic 
indicators, they say the growth of 
the manufacturing sector has not 
been a definite pointer and the 
purchasing power of the people 
has not improved substantially.

The question still remains how 
the viability of the big shops, par-
ticularly big shopping complexes, 
can be explained. Are they invisible 
mechanisms for utilisation of black 
money that may have been 
invested in such big enterprises? 
True, the manufacturers of indige-
nous products are benefiting from 
the increasing number of sales 
outlets. But it is also true that under 
the policy of free economy unnec-
essary imports sometimes enter 
the local market. In some cases, 
smuggling adds to the woes of the 
economy. Since a wide range of 
consumer goods are imported into 
the country, it is easy to have shops 
in posh and middle class areas that 
are packed with foreign biscuits, 
fruit juice, cheese, corn-flakes, etc, 
and also other luxury products.

It may be that due to better 
quality and import costs, the prices 
are rather high. But the number of 
affluent people has also become 
larger  as evidenced by the very 
large number of cars and other 
imported vehicles plying the city 

roads. These people can easily 
afford the high prices of the 
imported consumer goods. In this 
situation, indigenous products 
which may not be of comparable 
quality take a beating in competi-
tion with the imported commodi-
ties. The end result is that, left to 
the market forces, the develop-
ment of the shopping facilities 
starts at the top where there is more 
surplus money to spend on non-
essential items.

As of now, the precise number 
of shops and markets approved by 
the Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) 
is not  available. There is, however, 
no doubt that the real figures will 
be much higher than those shown 
on the DCC list . Add to these, the 
mini-bazars (not shopping cen-
tres) selling meat, vegetables and 
other items and thriving not only 
near government offices and 
business establishments but also 
on pavements. This gives a very 
broad view of the retailing business 
in the city. Many such non-formal 
trading spots can be seen in  
crowded localities  like Motijheel, 
Baitul Mukarram , Gulistan  and 
Mirpur Road between New Market 
and Mohammadpur and many 
other congested localities in the 
city.

There are a large number of 
pavement hawkers selling a wide 
variety of consumer articles at  
lower prices . They are encroach-
ers, but the only extenuating factor 
that can be advanced in their 

favour is that such pavement 
hawkers need to earn a living by 
whatever means they can legiti-
mately adopt to keep their body 
and soul together, and until they 
are rehabilitated at suitable places, 
the problem needs to be viewed 
from an humanitarian angle.

In the heyday of imperial glory, 
Britons were called a nation of 
shopkeepers by their detractors.  
Are we lagging  far behind?

A nation of shopkeepers?

JS committees
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questioned the government's 
willingness to run the Jatiya 
Sangsad democratically. 

About formation of the commit-
tees leaving out the names of oppo-
sition lawmakers, Abdus Shahid 
said it showed clearly how callously 
the ruling party was handling par-
liament. 

The main opposition party 
boycotted the House following the 
switching off of the microphone of 
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh 
Hasina on the first sitting of the 
seventh session.  

Awami League lawmakers dem-
onstrated in the Sangsad Bhaban 
carrying black flags which the 
speaker termed 'unlawful'.

The treasury bench's hostile 
attitude toward the opposition is 
often manifested by the din it raises 
when opposition members try to 
speak on issues of public impor-
tance. 

On the first day of the last ses-
sion, the House witnessed a bedlam 
over the war on Iraq. Almost all the 
treasury benchers shouted at the 
opposition as if Iraq was a forbidden 
word in parliament. 

The opposition deputies were 
trying to bring the killing of inno-
cent Muslims in Iraq to the chair's 
notice. 

In the last few sessions, opposi-
tion lawmakers were barred from 
raising a number of issues of public 
importance including price spiral of 
essentials, deteriorating law and 
order, rising crimes, repeated ferry 
accidents, rise of fundamentalism, 
corruption and local body elections. 

In the last session, the House 
turned down 113 notices on recent 
issues by the opposition legislators.

The issues included pushing of 
Bangla-speaking Indians into 
B a n g l a d e s h ,  i n c l u s i o n  o f  
Bangladesh in the US terror-risk list 
and the Iraq war.

Sampras
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also miss the French Open, the 
only Grand Slam title to elude him, 
told the Los Angeles Times on 
Thursday. 

"But I know what it takes to be 
competitive -- the training and 
preparation and the seven-day-a-
week dedication -- and I'm just not 
there right now. 

" F o r  m e  n o t  t o  b e  a t  
Wimbledon, I guess that's big." 

Sampras, now happily married 
and with a young child, has noth-
ing else to prove in the game, 
although he might just feel the odd 
twitch in that famous right arm 
come Wimbledon-time. 

"I'm going to watch some of 
Wimbledon on TV," he told the LA 
Times. "I'll be curious and it'll be 
interesting to see how I feel." 
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actions for raising standard of 
education and introducing sector-
wide system for public expenditure 
tracking.

Besides, the government failed 
to implement the commitments on 
reviewing education facilities, 
reforming textbook printing, 
publishing and distribution, 
amending the Universities Order 
1973 and formulating a strategic 
plan for higher education. 

The government, however, 
amended the Bangladesh Bank 
Order 1972 and Bank Company Act 
1991 to give functional autonomy 
to the central bank, rationalised 
nationalised commercial bank 
branches and enacted the Money 
Laundering Act.

I t  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
Expenditure Review Commission 
and Revenue Reform Commission.

"We will explain delays on the 
remaining pledges made at the 
Paris meeting and the government 
will map out the ways and strate-
gies for the remaining reforms," 
said a high official at the Economic 
Relations Division (ERD).

Government representatives of 
Australia, Austria, Japan, Canada, 
Belgium, Denmark,  France,  
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Russia, Britain and the United 
States will attend the meeting. 

Representatives of the develop-
ment community including the 
World Bank (WB), International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) will also 
take part.

Vice-President of the WB for 
South Asia Meiko Nishumizu and 
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman 
will co-chair the meeting.

A preparatory meeting was held 

y e s t e r d a y  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Economic Council in Dhaka.

The finance minister, the WB 
vice-president and Country 
Representative of the WB Frederick 
T Temple were present.

Cabinet Secretary Dr Sadat 
H o s s a i n ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  
Principal Secretary Dr Kamal 
S i d d i q u i ,  B a n g l a d e s h  B a n k  
Governor Dr Fakhruddin Ahmad, 
Finance Secretary Zakir Ahmad 
Khan and ERD Secretary Anisul 
Hoque Chowdhury also attended 
the meeting.  

Meiko Nishumizu said the 
donors were happy with the 
reforms under the present govern-
ment.

"The reforms, done by the 
government, are excellent," she 
told journalists after the meeting. 

On law and order, she said 
people would judge the situation. 

Saifur said the development 
community was satisfied with the 
pace of reforms.

"We will be grateful if the donors 
pledge development funds," Saifur 
said. Bangladesh will go ahead with 
its programme of poverty reduc-
tion in case of non-availability of 
foreign funds, he said.

If law and order had been good, 
development would have gathered 
pace, he said.

BDF meet today

Ex-UP chairman,

5 others arrested

for blocking road
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

Six people including a former UP 
c h a i r m a n  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a t  
Sonargaon upazi la  here on 
T h u r s d a y  f o r  b l o c k i n g  t h e  
Narayanganj-Narsingdi road and 
disrupting traffic.

Police said Tulu, former UP 
chairman of Nawagaon Union of 
Sonargaon Upazila, along with a 
group of 10-12 people came to 
Taltala bazaar at around 9:00 am. 

The rowdy group who were 
heavily intoxicated barricaded the 
Narayanganj-Narsingdi road for 
more than an hour and stoned 
buses and minibuses until police 
rushed to the spot and removed the 
barricade.

Police arrested Tulu, Osman, 
Billal, Baten, Monjur and Babul 
Mollah. A case was filed with 
Sonargaon police station.

Water plant
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Chaipainawabganj in had detected 
more than 0.2 mg/L of arsenic in 
water. This was far beyond permis-
sible level, which is 0.05 mg/L.

The finding was kept a secret till 
The Daily Star ran a report on it in 
April 2001.

Water from seven out of 17 deep 
tube-wells of the municipality was  
found contaminated much above 
the permissible level Two deep 
tube-wells were sealed off recently 
as arsenic level was more than 1  
mg/L. 

Besides, a recent survey shows 
water from about 60 per cent of  
more than 2,000 shallow tube-
wells installed at private initiative 
in the town is also contaminated.

The municipal areas with con-
taminated water include Namang-
shukaraboti, Nakhrajpara, Durga-
pur, Kathalbagicha, Haluabandha, 
Nayansukla and Chandlai.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A senior official of the United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) yesterday laid importance 
on massive campaign for sustain-
able use of natural resources as 
Bangladesh is most vulnerable to 
environmental changes.

Bangladesh should step up 
campaign to raise awareness about 
various environmental threats like 
c l imate  change,  said  Peter  
Repinski, associate expert of the 
UNEP in Asia Pacific region, at a 
roundtable in the city. 

Peter, stationed in UNEP office 
in Bangkok, is now on a visit to 
Bangladesh.

Newly floated 'Nature Alliance' 
organised the roundtable with the 
slogan 'Little Care Today, Better 
World Tomorrow.'

Presided over by convenor of 
the Nature Alliance Mohiuddin 
Babar, it was addressed by envi-
ronmental experts,  eminent 
educationists, journalists, mem-
bers of the civil society and profes-
sionals.

T h e  U N E P  o f f i c i a l  s a i d  
Bangladesh is on the list of coun-
tries which are at high risk of envi-
ronmental changes.

He urged the government, civil 
society and NGOs to raise aware-
ness to save the environment. 

Lauding the initiative of Nature 
Alliance, he said the UNEP would 
work closely with it to improve the 
environmental  s i tuat ion in  
Bangladesh.

Chief Engineer of Dhaka WASA 
Qazi Mohammad Sish depicted a 
gloom picture of water supply 
system in the capital city. About 20 
per cent of the city population do 

not have access to WASA water, he 
said.

The city faces a shortage of 13 
crore litre of WASA water each day 
while around 45 per cent water is 
being wasted, he said. 

The chief engineer blamed the 
big government offices and institu-
tions like secretariat and Dhaka 
medical College Hospital for the 
wastage of water. 

He called for sustainable use of 
water and said that the current 
crisis can be resolved to a great 
extent if the wastage and leakage of 
water  are stopped.

'Launch campaign 
for sustainable use 
of natural resources'
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 Sources pointed out that initially 
police had told the press the two 
detectives were killed in crossfire on 
the staircase of the hotel, but it was 
found that they were killed inside a 
room at the hotel.

 About the role of Inspector 
Enamul Haq, the sources wondered 
why he along with eight other mem-
bers of his team failed to catch any 
one of the eight  gang members who 
gunned down the DB men and fled. 
Shots were fired only inside the hotel 
room and there was no trace of firing 
outside it, they noted. 

Tipped off, the DB team went to 
the hotel to nab a notorious gang but 
it is not understandable how all the 
gang members managed to flee in 
presence of the DB team, the sources 
said. 

It is all the more surprising that 
fatally injured Upol also fled the spot, 
who  later died at a clinic at 
Moghbazar. And it is also not clear 
why the DB team took a lady with 
them, they added.

One source, seeking anonymity, 
claimed there are many instances 
that DB men allowed criminals after 
'summary'. Summary is a code word 
used by a section of law enforcers to 
refer to a deal to let criminals get 
away with booty in exchange for 
money.

In March 1999, police informant 
Jalal Ahmed Shafi was killed and his 
body was dumped in a rooftop water 
reservoir by some DB men just to 
grab his dues, the source recalled.

Meanwhile, namaj-e-janaza of 
the two detectives was held at 
Rajarbagh Police Lines after Johr 
prayers on Thursday. It was attended 
by, among other, the home minister, 
state minister for home, inspector 
general of police and senior police 
officials.

Our correspondent in Barisal 
reported that the two detectives were 
buried at their village home on 
Thursday night.

Detectives' killers

Four activists
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 blast  at a Jamaatul Mujahideen 
den  in Dinajpur town, police said.

During preliminary interroga-
tion, the arrested claimed them-
selves as members of Islami 
Chhatra Shibir, the student wing of 
Jamaat-e-Islami.

Police suspect  the fanatics 
gathered at the frontier town to 
carry out subversive activities at 
the ongoing trade fair as well as  
cinema halls and other places.

Hearing the news, Deputy 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  D i n a j p u r  
Muhammad Moslehuddin and 
Police Super SM Kamal Hossain 
visited Panchagarh yesterday.

38 killed
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blaze was sparked by a burning 
cigarette or an electrical short-
circuit, while Aaj Tak television 
quoted officials as laying the blame 
on a bursting cooking stove. 

"It is impossible to identify the 
bodies as most of them are charred 
and our estimate is that 38 people 
have died, although some of the 
bodies may have been burned into 
two," a railways spokesman said at 
the site. 

The roof of one of the carriages 
melted in the heat, a rescuer said, 
adding the fire appeared to have 
started from that coach, packed with 
70 passengers. 

The economy-class carriages at 
the rear of the express were burned, 
they said, adding the bodies of 35 of 
those killed were brought out from a 
single coach. 

PTI adds: The Commissioner for 
Railway Safety Bhupinder Singh on 
Friday began his inquiry into the 
Frontier Mail rail tragedy with a visit 
to the hospitals where the injured are 
convalescing.

He visited Dayanand Medical 
College and Christian Medical 
College hospitals where those 
injured in Thursday's mishap are 
admitted, officials said.

Singh is also expected to inspect 
the three damaged coaches of the 
train which have been brought to the 
local railway yard.

Relatives are still trying to identify 
the bodies of the victims of a devas-
tating train fire in northern India. 

At least 38 people in the fire which 
broke out on the Golden Temple 
express train in Punjab state on 
Thursday. 

It is still not clear what caused the 
fire and an investigation has been 
ordered. 

Khosru
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Secretary Nurul Islam from the 
abduction case. It also demanded 
rescue of Khosru and exemplary 
punishment to the persons 
involved in the kidnapping.

LK Siddiqui  who was expected 
to address the rally as the chief 
guest could not attend it.

However, the minister in a 
written speech expressed deep 
concern over the abduction of 
Khosru. He directed the adminis-
tration  to rescue the victim and 
find out the kidnappers.

The  minister in his speech 
reportedly claimed that a person 
like Sitakunda BNP general secre-
tary Nurul Islam could never be 
involved in such a crime. 

On the other hand,  local 
sources and people claimed that 
around 300 

workers in six trucks were hired 
and brought from some local 
industrial units to hold the meeting 
where there was no local participa-
tion.

BSF push-in 
bid thwarted
UNB, Thakurgaon

Indian Border Security Force (BSF) 
on Wednesday night pushed six 
Bangla-speaking people into 
B a n g l a d e s h  t h r o u g h  t h e  
Sonapatila border in Atwari 
upazila of Panchagarh.

But all six were pushed back by 
BDR the same night through a 
different route, after a nearby BDR 
(Bangladesh Rifles) patrol was 
alerted by the residents of  
Sonapatila village as soon as they 
came to know about the push-in.

A source at No. 3 Rifles Battalion 
of Thakurgaon, requesting ano-
nymity, said the BSF men of 
Chaklagaj BOP in Islampur sub-
division on the Indian side pushed 
six people, including a woman and 
two children, into the Bangladesh 
side.

Three months back, the Indian 
BSF made several attempts to push 
i n  B a n g l a - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  
through different border routes in 
Ranishonkoil and Haripur upazilas 
of Thakurgaon district and Atwari 
upazila of Panchagarh.

They assembled some 150 
Bangla-speaking men, women and 
children at the border for push-in. 
But several of their push-in bids 
failed due to the alertness of BDR 
and the local people.

The fresh push-in attempt by 
BSF after a long lull created tension 
in the border areas.

AL: 7 problems
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 of governance, creaking law and 
order, political persecution, corrup-
tion and rise of muscle power, lack of 
press freedom, reform in financial 
institutions etc. 

It alleged that the government's 
policy has destroyed all institutions, 
including the judiciary and the 
bureaucracy, and made parliament 
ineffective. The party also gave its 
views on the current economic 
situation, financial and administra-
tive reforms, corruption, local gov-
ernment, NGO split etc.

"We are anxious about the overall 
situation here. We want to place a 
request that the worries and anxi-
eties of the people be reflected in the 
u p c o m i n g  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  
Development Forum," Kibria told 
newsmen. 

He pointed out that the country 
was in a deep crisis as the cost of 
living has gone up but the income of 
the people did not rise proportion-
ately. 

The AL leader alleged that corrup-
tion has become all-pervasive, while 
the law and order situation has gone 
beyond control, negating both 
foreign and local investment.   

Acting president of the AL Zillur 
Rahman, General Secretary Abdul 
Jalil, advisory council members AMA 
M u h i t  a n d  A S H K  S a d e q ,  
International Affairs Secretary Syed 
Abul Hossain, Faruk Khan MP and 
Prof Ali Ashraf also attended the 
conference.13 AL men hurt

in attack by

BNP in Barisal
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

At least 13 leaders and activists of 
Awami League and its front organi-
sations were injured in an attack by 
BNP men at Kaunia Bandar in Hizla 
upazila yesterday morning.

Local sources said a group of 
BNP activists swooped on the AL 
men when they were going to 
attend an extended meeting of 
local AL unit at Maultala in Kaunia 
Bandar area in the morning. BNP 
also  convened a meeting at the 
same venue at same time.

Of the injured, Hizla upazila 
BCL convenor Mamun, workers  
Mohiuddin, Jahir Raihan, Hassan 
and Jubo League activist Abul 
Baher were admitted to Hizla 
health complex.

Schoolgirl

raped, killed

in Kushtia
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Miscreants raped a schoolgirl and 
then ki l led  her  at  v i l lage  
Gobindagunia of Mirpur upazila 
on Thursday night.

Police said a gang of six led by 
one Imrul of the village stormed 
into the house of one Mehbub at 
about 11 pm and abducted her 
daughter Runa  Afroz, 14, a student 
of class eight of Mirpur Girls' High 
School, at gunpoint and took her to 
a field nearby.

The gang raped Runa by turn 
and then slaughtered her.

Police recovered the body 
yesterday morning and sent it to 
Kushtia General Hospital for 
autopsy.

Victim's father filed a case with 
Mirpur police yesterday accusing 
Imrul and five others. 

None of the gang was arrested 
till yesterday evening. 

Gold worth

Tk 50 lakh

seized at ZIA
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Customs seized gold worth about 
Tk 50 lakh at Zia International 
Airport yesterday. 

Tipped off, customs officials 
recovered more than five kilo-
grams of gold ornaments and 140 
tola of gold bars from a cleaner of 
Bangladesh Biman.

He was found moving suspi-
ciously near an Emirates flight 
from Dubai after it landed at the 
ZIA. The gold bars and ornaments 
were kept in specially made 
anklets.

The cleaner, Ratan, was arrested 
and handed over to the Airport 
Police Station.

A case was filed with the Airport 
Police Station.

Gas supply
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 and other areas, was supplying gas 
at a lower pressure. Whereas the 
gas flows normally at 55 bar 
through this hub, the pressure fell 
to 52 Tuesday and 51 Wednesday. 
One bar is equal to 15 pressure per 
inch (PSI).

In the Chittagong City Gate 
Station, the gas pressure is at 22 
instead of 25 now. To cope with the 
s i t u a t i o n ,  P e t r o b a n g l a  h a s  
requested big gas consumers there 
like the KAFCO and CUFL to lower 
their consumption and they have 
responded.

"But we don't know how long 
we can go on like this," said a 
Petrobangla official. "We rarely  
faced such a  situation in the past. 
Gas demand will continue to rise 
and the government must not sit 
on gas field development projects 
under different Petrobangla com-
panies."  

He added that there were two 
gas field development schemes-- 
the Fenchuganj gas field, and the 
Srikail gas fieldprojects waiting for 
government funding for a long 
time. 

Tidal surge 
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 upazila nirbahi officer for emer-
gency relief to be distributed 
among the affected people.

Meanwhile, two days of inces-
sant rain has paralysed life in Cox's 
Bazar town and its adjoining areas.

Low-lying areas at Cox's Bazar 
Sadar, Ramu, Chokoria and Pekua 
Upazilas have been flooded forcing 
people to stay indoors.

Rainwater combined with water 
rushing down from the hills 
entered thousands of shops and 
houses. Cox's Bazar met office 
recorded 260mm of rainfall yester-
d a y .  R i v e r s  B a k k a l i  a n d  
Matamuhuri were flowing above 
the danger level, officials said.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Activists of non-government 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  y e s t e r d a y  
demanded condition-free foreign 
assistance and achievement of 
se l f -re l iance  depending on 
domestic resources. 

Ahmed Swapan Mahmud of 
Voice, Arup Rahi of Lokoj and 
Zakir Kibria of BanglaPraxis 
voiced the demands at a press 
briefing at Dhaka Reporters Unity 
office ahead of  Bangladesh 
Development Forum meeting 
slated for May 17-18.

They observed that foreign aid 
to Bangladesh's Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) dipped in the last 
20 years. Foreign assistance con-
stituted 10 per cent of the GDP in 
the 80s which now stands at 4 per 
cent, they said. 

T h e y  s a i d  d o n o r  m o n e y  
returned to them in a raft of ways, 
adding in the last 30 years there 
were Tk 1, 80, 000 crore foreign aid 
in the public sector, of which Tk 
1,35,000 crore returned to donor 
agencies or countries in different 
forms. And the most of the 
remaining amount was gobbled 
up by their local mediators.

 They criticised the role of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y  
Foundation (IMF), World Bank 
(WB) and the United States Aid 
(USAID) in granting loans and aid 

to Bangladesh and crippling the 
political decision-making process 
of the government.     

Donor agencies and countries 
play a double standard in granting 
loans and aid to developing coun-
t r i e s ,  s a i d  A h m e d  S w a p a n  
Mahmud. He stressed the need for 
a participatory debate on national 
issues bringing together politi-
cians, members of the civil society, 
professional groups and ordinary 
citizens. 

Arup Rahi demanded a dialogue 
with the participation of govern-
ment leaders and representatives 
from donor agencies to make the 
people aware of the situation. He 
criticised the negative aspects of 
International Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Prescription (IPRSP).

Zakir Kibria of BanglaPraxis 
read out their seven-point demand 
that included condition-free for-
eign loan, discussion in parliament 
on foreign assistance, non-
intervention of the IMF and World 
Bank in the allocation of financial 
and technical assistance, cancella-
tion of IPRSP prepared by the IMF 
a n d  W o r l d  B a n k ,  d o m e s t i c  
resource mobilisation and prepa-
ration of a central plan to make the 
donor agencies accountable.

Condition-free foreign 
assistance demanded

Dr Maruf
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he did not return.

Latif said they searched nearby 
areas on Wednesday night but 
could not find him. His body was 
found floating in a pond the next 
morning.

Police recovered the body and 
sent it to the Comilla Medical 
College Hospital.After autopsp, the 
body was handed over to Maruf's 
elder brother Rezaul Karim. Later, 
the body was taken to Dhaka.

Polybag 
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we are aware that some factories 
are still manufacturing these ille-
gally," said the official of the DoE. 

"As these factories spring up in 
residential areas, it becomes 
increasingly difficult for us to 
detect them. Even then we intend 
to dismantle them as soon as possi-
ble," said another source at the 
DoE. 

Child Repression 
Control Act to 

be amended
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T h e  ' W o m e n  a n d  C h i l d r e n  
Repression Control Act, 2000' 
would be amended shortly to 
prevent its abuse, Minister for Law 
and Parliamentary Affairs Moudud 
Ahmed said yesterday.

He blamed the law enforcers for 
the abuse of the law.

The law minister was address-
ing a  discussion on 'Child  
Repression  Existing Law and 
Implementation' organised in the 
city by 'Save the Youth Forum'. 
National Professor Dr MR Khan 
and the publisher of the daily 
Jugantor, Advocate Salma Islam, 
also addressed the meeting. 

"We must protect the rights of 
children through abolishing child 
l a b o u r " ,  M o u d u d  s a i d ,  
emphasising the role of the guard-
ians.

National Professor and child 
specialist Dr MR Khan said there 
are anomalies in determining the 
age of children as laws in this 
respect are not clear.

He informed the meeting that 
7,445  reports of violation of child 
rights were published in different 
national newspapers last year, 
while in 2001 the number was 
3,776.

In the first four moths of  the 
current year, 194 children were 
killed, 19 were raped prior to kill-
ing, 176 children were raped and 25 
came under acid attack. 

He said there are about five 
thousand juvenile delinquents  in 
the city and of them five hundred 
are listed by police.

D r  K h a n  s a i d  D h a k a  
Metropolitan Police arrested 45 
children, aged between 12 and 18 
years from March 1 to April 30 this 
year, for their alleged involvement 
in different criminal activities.         
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