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TV GUIDE
BTV
12:10 News headline
12:15 Suvechha Neen
12:30  Shangbadpotrer Pata 

Theke 
1:00 News
1:05 E-Shaptaher Natok
2:00 News headline
2:05 Tata Thai Thai
2:30 Documentary
3:00 News (English) 
3:05 Cultural Programme
3:30 Shukhi Paribar
4:00 News headline
4:05 Brorer Pakhi
4:30 Amori Bangla Bhasa 
5:00                    News
5:05 English Debate 

Programme
6:00 News: Desh Janapadh
6:10 Wrestling
7:00 News headline, Share 

Market, Weather  
Forecast

7:05 Asia This Week
7:30 Move: New Adventure of 

Sinbad
8:00 News at Eight(Bangla)
8:30 Ananda Ghanta
9:30 Banglar Mukh
10:00 News at Ten
10:25 Weather Forecast
10:30 News Reporting
10:35 Shamakalin Artoniti
1:40 Ahoban
11:05 Sur Lohori
11:30 Late Night News/News 

Headline
12.05  End

CHANNEL-i
6:10 Islamic Programme
7:15 Prothom Sur
9:30 Music Plus
10:00 Special Programme
11:00 Drama Serial: Abhimani
11:30 Drama Serial: Harek 

Rakom Jibon
12:00 Drama Serial: 

Ekannoborti
12:50 Drama: Achena
2:00 Bangla Feature film: 

Chalbaj 
5:35 Jonopoder Khabor
5:45 Shairf Melamine 

Sangeet Mala
6:10 Music Plus
6:45 Drama Serial: Khoda 

Box-er Hat 
7:15 Channel-i News
7:45 Ispahani-i tele quiz (q)
7:50 Radunir Ranna 
8:20 Your Choice Ole Ole
9:00 Channel-i News
9:31 Isphani-i tele quiz (R)
9:35 Tara O Shampa Reza 
10:00 Drama: Purbaraag
10:25 Channel-i mobile quiz 

2525
10:30 Channel-i News
11:15 Sangbad Pothre 

Bangladesh
11:30 Live Telecast of BTV 

late Night News
12:15 Channel-i News
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Film show
Academy Film Society will screen 

an American film titled 8 Mile at 

21/C, Jigatola. The show starts at 

6.30pm.

Exhibition
May 11-16

The inaugural ceremony of a 

painting exhibition of Anupam and 

Nisha will start at the art gallery of 

the Russian Cultural Centre, 

Dhanmondi. at 5.30pm. on May 11. 

The exhibition will remain open till 

May 16 from 3.00pm to 7.00pm 

daily.

May 02-17

Alliance Francaise in Dhaka is 

hosting an exhibition of Dokra 

sculpture on rail platform, woodcut 

print works on rail boggy and paper 

cut installation on railroad. The 

show is open everyday from 9 am to 

12 pm and 5 pm to 8 pm except 

Saturday.

May 09-23

The Bengal Tours Ltd. and Gallery 

Chitrak will jointly hold a painting 

exhibition by renowned artists titled 

Sundarbans: A Beauty in Silence 

from May 9. The artists include 

Abdur Razzaque, Bulbon Osman, 

Rafiqun Nabi, and others. The 

show continues up to May 23 daily 

from 10 am to 8 pm.

Theatre
May 15

The theatre group of Asim Das will 

present Moliere's 'George Dandin 

ou le Mari Confondu' on May 15 at 

6:30p.m. at Alliance Francaise de 

Dhaka.

Exhibition 
May 22 - June 5

The inauguration of a painting 

exhibition by Kakoli and a sculpture 

exhibition by Reaz will take place at 

the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka on 

May 22 at 6:00p.m. The exhibition 

will continue till June 5.

Music
May 22

French musical evening at the Café 

La Veranda at the Alliance 

Francaise de Dhaka.

Interview Dance drama

Poetry

ATN BANGLA
6:00 Islamic Prog
8:00 ATN Bangla News
8:25 Viewers Opinion 

Prog. "Motamot"
9:00 Drama Serial: 

"Sandhatara"
9:35 Magazine Prog. Alpo 

Katha
10:50 Drama Serial: 

Chaleta Ferechay
12:00 ATN Bangla News
12:20 Ajker Sangbadpotro
12:40 Viewers Request 

Film Song's Prog. 
"Anurodher Assor"

1:20 Bengali Feature 
Film: Dusmon

4:20 Children Prog. 
"Shapla Shaluk"

4:50 Ajker Sangbadpotro
5:00 Gram Banglar 

Sangbad
5:15 Health cae prog: 

Sustha Thakun
5:50 Musical Prog: "Saat 

Rang"
6:25 Islamic Prog. 

"Islamee Sawal O 
Jawab"

7:00 ATN Bangla Evening 
News

7:30 Irani Serial Dubbed 
In Bangle "Ibne 
Cina"

8:05 Reporting Prog. 
"Ghotona Probhah"

8:40 Sports Magazine: 
Stadium

9:00 ATN Bangla News
9:25 English Serial 

Dubbed In Bangla : 
Secret Woman

10:00 ATN Bangla News
10:30 Film Magazin: 

Tarokar 
Mumkhamukhe

11:00 ATN Bangla News
12:00 Bengali Feature 

Film: Atongketo 
Satru

TARA BANGLA
6:30 Aajker Shironam
7:00 Satyajiter Gappo
8:00 Tarar Sundari
8:30 Tara News
9:30 Tara News Bangla-

desh
11:30 Tara News

ALPHA BANGLA
9:00 Bhalobasa
9:30 Sanghat
10:00 Monniye 
10:30 Andolan
11:00 Googly
11:30 Hiyar Majhe
12:00 Bishesh 

Songbaddata
12:30 Aananya (Talk 

Show)

12:57 Jhankar 
1:00 Goenda 

Paribar//Soni Rosi 
Mojar Chobi

1:30 Sanghat
1:50 Bhagya Chakra
2:00 Bengali Feature 

Film
4:30 Manabi
4:57 Jhankar
5:00 Bichitra
5:30 News
6:00 Swapno 

Niye/Safallya
6:30 Mojar Khela Kobitay
7:00 Bhraman Kachey 

Durey
7:27 Jhankar
7:30 Sa Re Ga Ma
8:00 Ek Akasher Niche
8:40 Prapto Baeskoder 

Janyo
9:20 Andolon
9:57 Jhankar
10:00 News
10:30 Samay Sumaner
11:00 Ekanto Gopone

HBO
6:30 The Hard Way
8:45 Iceman
10:45 The Deep End of the 

Ocean
1:00 Malevolent
3:00 Disturbing Behaviour
4:45 Cinema Secrets III: 5  

Racing Through 
Times

5:15 True Lies
8:00 Fear 
10:00 Enemy at the Gates
12:00 Timecop
2:30 Disturbing Behaviour
4:15 Young Guns

STAR MOVIES
7:00 An Inocent Man
8:00 Operation Dumbo 

Drop     
10:00 Almost Heroes  
11:45 Miss Julie  
1:30 While You Were 

Sleeping       
3:30 In Her Defense      
5:15 Kiss of the Dragon      
7:00 Ghosts of Mississippi   

  
9:00 Murder at 1600      
11:00 Brotherhood of the 

Wolf       
1:15 Keeping the Faith   

STAR PLUS
6:30 Geet Bahar
7:30 Dr Morepen Tango - 

Sat
8:30 Chupa Rustam
9:00 Taaza Hits
9:05 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 
9:30 Fox Kids
10:10 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 
10:30 Gurukul - Ancient 

Wisdom Of 
11:25 Film Topper - 301 

Series
11:30 Sea Hawks
12:30 Siski
1:00 Star Bestsellers
2:00 Taaza Hits
2:05 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 
2:30 Dr Morepen Tango - 
3:25 Film Topper - 301 
3:30 Chakra
6:00 Chupa rustam
6:30 Samnewali Khidki
7:00 Yatra
7:25 Film Topper - 301 
7:30 Hai Na Bolo Bolo
8:30 Haseena Maan 

Jayegi 
12:00 Musafir Hoon Yarron

STAR WORLD
7:00 The Drew Carey 

Show      
7:30 JAG      
8:30 Water Rats
9:30 The Simpsons 
10:30 The Bold And The 

Beautiful   
12:30 Rendezvous With 

Simi Garewal    
1:00 Star Asia Travel
1:30  Goosebumps
2:00 Life With Louie 
2:30 The Tick
3:00 X-Men  
3:30 Top Drive
4:00 Cops
4:30 World's Wildest 

Police Videos    

5:00 The Brady Bunch    
5:30 Knight Rider      
6:30 The Simpsons    
7:30 Xena: Warrior 

Princess 
8:30 TNA Wrestling
9:30 Mutant X    
10:30 Water Rats
11:30 Baywatch Hawall 

STAR GOLD
7:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M   
7:30 Baba Taraknath 
10:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit     
11:00 Geet Gata Chal      
11:30 Jubilee Plus      
12:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit     
12:30 Abhay
2:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit    
3:00 Celebrate With 

Music 
3:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit    
3:30 Badmaash    
6:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit    
7:00 Ooh La La      
8:00 Without Ticket     
8:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit    
8:30 Metro - Hindi 

Dubbed    
10:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit    
11:00 Flashback      
11:25 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit    
11:30 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet - 20 M     
11:55 Kuch Hit Kuch 

Superhit       
12:00 Badnaam        

SONY 
7:30 Sant Asaram Vani
8:30 Sat Morning Cencor
9:00 Good Morning 
9:30 Good Morning
11:30 Good Morning Disney
12:30 Kya Hadsaa Kya 

Haqeeqat
1:30 Nostalgia: Ek Mahal 

Ho Sapno Ka 
2:00  Sat Cine Matinee: 

(Cont)
2:30  (Cont)
3:00  (contd)
3:30 Shree Ganesh
4:00 Haal Kaisa Hai Janaab 

Ka Biographi
4:30 Biographies
5:00 Current Bollywood
5:30 Chartbusters
6:00 Music Mantra
6:30 Disney Hour
7:00 Disney Hour
7:30 CID Files
8:00 CID Files
8:30 Kya Hadsaa Kya 

Haqeeqat
9:30 Saturday Prime:Filhall

ADVENTURE ONE
7:30 Route 66 
8:30 Voyager
9:00 Stikine Challenge     
9:30 Chasing Time      
10:00 Across The Line     
10:30 Explorer's Journal     
11:30 Bird Nesters of 

Thailand     

12:00 Fast & Furious: 
Skutsjesilen in 
Friesland 

1:00 Danger Diaries       
2:00 Katabatic  
3:00 Ng Explorer        
4:00 Explorer's Journal       
5:00 Danger Diaries       
6:00 When Nature Strikes 

Back        
7:00 Dive to the Edge of 

Creation    
8:00 Chasing Time        
8:30 Across The Line       
9:00 Explorer's Journal       
10:00 When Nature Strikes 

Back    
11:00 Dive to the Edge of 

Creation      
12:00 Chasing Time 

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC
6:30 Shetland Oil Disaster 
7:30 Scientific American 

Frontiers    
8:30 Shiver       
9:00 Human Edge      
9:30 aka Ghosts of 

Gondwana 
10:30 Hot Science      
11:30 Me & Issac Newton    
1:30 Kiwi Buddha
2:30 Ron Haviv  
3:30 Mission Everest
4:00 Nick's Quest    
4:30 Ng Explorer         
5:30 Ants from Hell      
6:00 Tomorrows World     
6:30 Toyota World Of 

Wildlife S3       
7:00 Earth Pulse         

7:30 Great Adventures with 
Hayden Turner        

9:30 King Cobra          
10:30 The Photographers  
11:30 Mission Everest     
12:00 Nick's Quest      

DISCOVERY
8:30 Full Circle With 

Michael-Palin
9:30 A World Without 

Fathers Or Husbands
10:30 Mystery Hunters
11:00  George of Jungle
11:30 I Love My Music
12:00 Buck Staghorn's 

Animal Bites twister 
Bites

12:30 Great Hotels
1:00 Great Romances of 

ththe 20  Century; Hem 
& Martha Gellhon

1:30 Science Frontiers: 
Breaking Nature's 
Rules

2:30 Science Mysteries
3:30 Before We Ruled the 

Earth: Hunt Or Be 
Hunted

4.30  Mastering The Beast
5.30 Mystery of the Iceman
6:30 Military Aviation: 

Thunderbirds
7:30 Extreme Machines: 

Motorcycle Mania
8:30 Man over Mountain
9:30 Discover India: 

Immortal Capital: The 
Many Citeis of Delhi

10:00 Discover India 
Konarak: Chariot of 
the Sun

10:30 Full Circle With 
Michael-Palin

11:30 Beach Hour America's 
Hottest Places to Cool 
Off

ANIMAL PLANET
8:30 Wild Rescues
9:00 Croc Files/Croc Hunter 

Diaries Pythons
9:30  Animal Planet Safari
10:30 Savage Wilder-

ness/Big Five 
Southern Africa; 
Desertsof the Cheetah

11:30 Planet's Funniest 
Animals

12:00 Breed All About It It 
Cain terriers

12:00 Animals Doctor Saving 
Private Sophie

1:00 Tamed N Trained 
Thursday

2:30 Jeff Corwin Experi-
ence Arizona: Land of 
the Serpent

3:30 Wild 
Island/Zookeepers 

4:00 Wild On The Set Bears
4:30 Animal Planet Safari 

Dream for My 
Predators

5:30 Champions of the Wild 
Elephants

6:00 Cats/Velvet Claw
6:30 Animals Doctor
7:00 Tamed N Trained 

Thursday
8:30 Jeff Corwin Experi-

ence Six Days to the 
Dragon

9:30 Wild Island 
/Zookeepers House 
Calls

10:00 Wild On The Set 
Insects

10:30 Animal Planet Safari 
Great Hunts

11:30 Champions of the Wild 
Bengal Tigers of India

12:00 Cats/Velvet Claw

STAR SPORTS
8:00 Supercross GP Irving, 

TX USA Highlights   
9:00 Dream Team (R)     
9:30 Canberra, Australia Act 

Brumbies Vs 
Canterbury Crusaders 
Round 12  

11:30 Tannis Masters Series 
Telecom Italia Masters, 
Roma Rome, Italy 
Quarterfinals 

1:30 PGA Tour Golf 
Wachovia Champion-
ship Charlotte, NC 
USA Second Round 

3:30 NBA Inside Stuff 
4:00 Dream Team (R) 
5:30 Dream Team (R) 
6:00 Premier League 

Preview 
6:30 Tannis Masters Series 

Telecom Italia Masters, 
Roma Rome, Italy 
Femifinals

9:00 Tannis Masters Series 
Telecom Italia Masters, 
Roma Rome, Italy 
Femifinals

11:30 Formula One 
Highlights Barchelona 
Spain Spanish Grand 
Prix 

TEN SPORTS
7:00 MUTV: On the Spot
7:30  Velocity
8:30 Legends: McEnroe
9:00 Trans World Sports
9:30 Sri Lanka, New 

Zealand, Pakistan 
Triangular '03: 1st 
ODI, Pak v SL 

6:00 Heat
7:00 Trans World Sports 
7:30 Bajaj Caliber 1 15 

Sports Update
7:35 Trans World Sports
8:05 Gillette World Sport
8:35 Sri Lanka, New 

Zealand, Pakistan 
Triangular '03: Ist ODI, 
Pak v SL H/Ls

9:30 Bajaj Caliber 1 15 
Sports Update

8:35 Sri Lanka, New 
Zealand, Pakistan 
Triangular '03: 1st 
ODI, Pak v SL H/Ls

10:55 Bajaj Caliber 115 
Sports Update

11:00 Heat
12:00 Pick of Week

ESPN
8:30 NBA Playoffs 

Conference Semifi-
nals, Game 3  

11:00 Here We Go! English 
Premier League 
Preview   

11:30 School Quiz Show 
Espn School Quiz 
2003 (R)   

12:00 School Quiz Show 
Espn School Quiz 
2003 (R)   

12:30 School Quiz Show 
Espn School Quiz 
2003 (R)   

1:00 School Quiz Show 
Espn School Quiz 
2003 (R)   

1:30 School Quiz Show 
Espn School Quiz 
2003 (R)   

 English Premier 
Football League Epl 
Big 

2.00 Red Replay Birming-
ham, Liverpool, 
England Liverpool  Vs 
Manchester City 

4. 00 NBA Playoffs 
Conference Semifi-
nals, Game 3  
Sportscenter 

6.35 Sportscenter Weekend 
(T)    

 Australia Tour Of West 
Indies The Cable & 
Wireless Test Series 
2003 Antigua, Antigua 
West Indies Vs 

thAustralia 34   Test, 
Day 1, Highlights(R)   

8:00 Australia Tour Of West 
Indies The Cable & 
Wireless Test Series 
2003 Antigua, Antigua 
West Indies Vs 

thAustralia 4   Test, Day 
2, 1st Session(L)      

10:05 NBA Action    
10:55 Australia Tour Of West 

Indies The Cable & 
Wireless Test Series 
2003 Antigua, Antigua 
West Indies Vs 

thAustralia 4  Test, Day 
2, 2nd & 3rd Ses-
sion(L)

CULTURE DESK

F AR away from the capital and 
therefore from all its major 
c r e a t i v e  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
activit ies,  yet  northern 

district Gaibandha seems not very 
detached from its bond with the 
national and cultural heritage of the 
country. Recently a group of 
cultural activists of Dariapur, an 
uptown 6/7 kilometre north of 
Gaibandha, proved worth of this. 
T h e y  h e l d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
ceremony of a little literary 
magazine named Bindu Bishargo 
where they invited a few reputed 
poets from Dhaka and accorded 
honour to them.

Delegates of poets from the 
capital all pointed at that event that 
through little magazine a country's 
cultural and literary trends can be 
b e s t  p e r c e i v e d .  T h e y  a l s o  
emphasised that it is necessary to 
promote the marginal little maga-
zines published from every nook 
and corner of the country.

Arranged at the Shahid Minar 
premises of Dariapur Amanullah 

High School, the function was 
presided over by the Advising Editor 
of Bindu Bishargo, poet and short-
story writer Sabed Al Saad. The 
programme started with rendition 
of songs performed by the members 
of Rafiqa Geeti Sangsad Academy. 
Editor of Bindu Bishargo Munshi 
Shafiul Alam gave the welcome 
speech. Language Movement 
activist Curzon Ali unwrapped the 
magazine cover and declared its 
inception.

Among those who received 
honour from the magazine commit-
t e e ,  p o e t  A s a d  C h o w d h u r y ,  
Samudra Gupta, Kazi Rozi, Santosh 
Dhali, Troilokya Nath Burman, 
Professor Majharul Mannan, Abdus 
Sattar Darbesh, Mujibul Haque 
Kabir, Saroj Dev, Sumon Sardar, 
Swapan Delwar and Hamid Rayhan 
were present at the event. Muham-
mad Nurul Huda, Pronob Bhatta 
and Golam Kibria Pinu also were 
nominated for the honour but they 
could not attend the ceremony due 
to ill health.

Poets Sumon Sardar and Santosh 

Dhali dedicated their honour to the 

cultural activists of Dariapur. In 

addition, district General Secretary 

of Udichi Jahurul Haque Kayyum, 

Ashrafuzzaman Milon, Santosh 

Kumar Botu, and artist of Rangpur 

Betar Sarkar Mojibur Rahman, 

Mojammel Haque Sarkar spoke at 

the event.

Poetic zeal from Gaibandha
A group of cultural activists celebrate publication
of a new little magazine Bindu Bishargo.

PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS
Star Movies:09:00pm Murder at 
1600  D.C. detective Harlan Regis is 
called to the White House after a 
young woman is murdered in the 
White House. Regis realizes this 
won't be a typical investigation as he 
keeps running into a brick wall with 
the Secret Service. He is only able to 
get the help of Agent Chance. All of 
this is occurring while a hostage 
scandal in Korea threatens to 
destroy the President's term.

HBO: 10.00 p.m. Enemy at the 
Gates. Inside the battle of 
Stalingrad, another war is brewing -- 
Russian sniper Vassili Zaitsev and 
the Nazi's best response Major 
Konig are trying to ace each other 
out. At the outset, Vassili is simply a 
soldier who knows where to put his 
bullets. That's until Soviet political 
officer Danilov seizes the opportunity 
to put together a little propaganda 
campaign by turning the 
sharpshooter into a national hero.

Konarak-Chariot of the Sun
On Discovery Channel at 9.30 p.m.
Konarak is the largest and most elaborately carved of all 
sun temples. It is also said to be the site of the very first 
sun temple, founded by Krishna's son Samba. The 
Puranas describe similar two-part worship at Konarak, 
where a great annual festival takes place at sunrise along 
the beach in the month of Magh. The program examines 
the possible reasons for its construction, and how it was 
probably used by the people of that long lost time.

NOVERA DEEPITA 

A S I entered the Dhrupadi 
Kala Kendra, I could hear 
the sounds of jhumurs--an 
indication that the children 

were learning to dance. They were 
spinning around, moving their legs 
and hands trying to create a mudra 
of dance. Some stumbled and 
stood up while others tried the 
same steps repeatedly.

Dhrupadi Kala Kendra is a 
dance-training centre where Sukla 
Sarkar teaches little children two 
days a week. The students learn 
dancing in six groups--four for 
juniors, one for medium and 
another for senior students. Basi-
cally it is a classical dance-training 
centre where the basic dance 
taught is Bharat Natyam. Sukla 
Sarkar however teaches creative 
dance too.

Sukla doesn't advertise for 
students on papers or any other 
media. Asked how she has found so 
many students then, she smiled 
and said, 'People who are known to 
me send their daughters for guid-
ance in dancing lessons from my 
institute.'

After learning dancing from this 
institute the students are given 
arongatrom that recognises the 
student as a dancer. Arongatrom is 
a stage performance that is organ-
ised by the institute. Students 
considered well-trained dancers 
after 10 years of learning are then 
prepared to perform in front of the 
audience. Sukla Sarkar said, 'When 
I understand that a student can do 
her best, I let her perform in front of 
the audience and this is called 
arongatrom.'

Three students have so far par-
ticipated for this Guru-shishsha 
parampara or arongatrom. They 
are Sarika Haydar, Shimonti Sen 
Gupta and Faria Nazrul. Now they 
are established dance artistes of 
the country.

Sukla Sarkar used to arrange 
dancing programmes usually in 
October every year. The students of 
Dhrupadi Kala Kendra participate 
in these programmes. The venue of 
this programme is usually the 
National Museum. Sukla Sarkar 

said, 'If we fail to hold the 
programme due to any reason, we 
do it two or three months later. But 
we are committed to the students 
to do this performance every year.'

While talking about her gurus 
Sukla said, 'I started dancing from 
my school life. My hometown is in 
Kishorganj. I learnt to dance at the 
Kishorganj Arts Council now 
known as the Cultural Academy of 
the district. My father, who was a 
teacher, encouraged me. Nikunja 
Bihari was my first guru who gave 
me lessons on dance.'

After the primary level Sukla 
Sarkar went to Bolpur, Shanti 
Niketan. The Gurus there were 
Amubi Sing and Jiten Sing for 
Manipuri dance, Harinath Nayar 
for Kathakali and Thankumoni 
Kutti for Bharat Natyam.

Becoming nostalgic Sukla told 
some stories from her memory. 
'Once I had performed Krisna 
Narton at a function and after the 
show I was going home without 
changing my dancing costumes. 
My grandmother saw me in the 
attire of god Krishna and was so 
attracted by seeing me that she 
forgot that I was her granddaugh-
ter. She started saying by putting 
her hands together, "You are not 
our Sukla, you are our god 
Krishna". It is a pleasant memory of 
my dancing career and I will 
remember that through my whole 
life. Whenever I start to dance even 
today I do remember those words 

of her.'

On another occasion in 1978 she 
was dancing in the dance-drama 
Shonai Madhob at the Shilpa Kala 
Academy. She said, 'I was playing 
Shonai and after the show I saw a 
dancing guru Rahima Khan Jhunu 
of Bulbul Lalito Kala Academy 
came to me on the stage and she 
embraced me crying. She said, 
"You will become very famous and 
get a lot of people's love." I can't 
forget that evening and it is her 
contribution behind what I am 
today.'

Sukla Sarkar has earned many 
awards during her dancing career--
Bachshash Award, Jasimuddin 
Award, Sher-e-Bangla Award, 
Bikash Award, Bangladesh Danc-
ers' Organisation Award and 
Pallavi School Award. She however 
said that her best award is people's 
love.

Sukla Sarkar's dream is to estab-
lish an institute where there will be 
a big stage to perform, uniforms for 
students, and most importantly 
the children will learn to dance 
systematically and in a graceful 
manner. But Sukla sighs, 'It might 
not be possible for me alone to fulfil 
my dreams.'

She also said that her first dream 
was to teach the children the right 
form of art and not just dance. She 
said, 'Many of my students are 
learning for 14 or 15 years. My 
dream is to teach them well and 
make them proper dancers.'

Dhrupadi Kala Kendra: a 
classical dance institute
Sukla Sarkar speaks about her dreams KAUSARUL ISLAM AYON

C ULTURAL organisation 
Tonatuni is going to hold a 
festival, Tonatuni Utsav, 
from 12 to 16 September 

2003. Dance drama Toray Bandha 
Ghorar Dim by Satyajit Ray and 
Kobor by Jasim Uddin will be 
staged at that festival. As a part of 
preparation for that show, techni-
cal rehearsal of Kobor, the organi-
sation's first such effort, was held at 
the Shishu Academy auditorium 
on May 06.

As a whole the presentation was 
very natural and artistic. Unique 
choreography by Dipa Khandoker 
with brilliant light work of Taposh 
Sen, magic of Sujeyo Shyam's 
music, and, above all, spontaneous 
performance of the artists, in fact, 
made the audience recite the poem 
from their memory.

Let's imagine the drama on 
stage. Blank space at the front stage 
where characters will act, grave-

yard behind it, and a light-work on 
a screen at the back of the stage. On 
the stage the drama will be per-
formed part to part through light-
ing. Through flashback different 
past events will be acted alternated 

with the present time.

One would agree with the 
speech of Kiron Ray, famous 
singer, that nowadays no body is 
interested to invest in 'loss sectors' 
like children's organisations, 'but 

Mahbubur Rahman Joynal, the 
founder of Tonatuni has done this 
for the sake of his cultural interest 
and presented us a standard pro-
duction.' Ray argued to the rich of 
our society to come forward with 
the vision of enriching our culture. 
Appreciation certainly goes to the 
coordinator of this programme 
Mujibor Rahman Dilu for his hard 
work.

A number of prominent cultural 
personalities were present to 
encourage this work of children's 
organisation--Kalim Sharafi,  
Mamunur Rashid, Mustafa Zaman 
Abbasi, B.B. Russell, Munmun 
Ahmed, Fatimatuz Zohra to name a 
few of them. Dr Enamul Haque, 
stage performer-and-director said 
in his critical comment that in 
stage designing there should be 
more images of our village atmo-
sphere, and the dress should be 
more relevant with the story. All the 
guests appreciated the initiative in 
a common voice.

Technical rehearsal of dance drama Kobor by Tonatuni
held in preparation of its coming cultural festival.

Tonatuni emerges in a new role

Seated at the publication ceremony of little magazine Bindu Bishargo (from 
left) poet Samudra Gupta, Kazi Rozi, Asad Chowdhury, Professor Mazharul 
Mannan,  Sabed Al Saad and Curzon Ali.
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