DHAKA MONDAY MAY 5, 2003
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Dance

May 05-06

International School Dhaka (ISD)
will stage a dance show, ISD Dance
Extravaganza, on May 5 and 6 atits
institute at Plot-80, Block-E,
Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229.

| Exhibition
When soft strokes bring in layers of love

Maksudul Ahsan's solo exhibition at Divine Ga

ULTURE

Favza HAQ

figures at play are rectangles of pale
blue and beige and semi circles of

llery

The Baily Star

The Lizzie McGuire Movie

REUTERS, LOS ANGELES

Three groups of children under
different age categories will
perform at the show. The show will
startat7 p.m.

Dance-drama

May 06

Tonatuni, an audio publishing
house, will hold a dance-drama
entitled Kabar based on the famous
poem of the same name by poet
Jasimuddin at the Shishu Academy
auditorium. This is in preparation
for its production of Toray Bandha

Dim by Satyajit Ray and Kabar
scheduled to be staged in
September 2003. The show will

startat7 p.m.

Handicraft exhibition

May 02-06

In observance of May Day 2003,
Drik is holding at its gallery a show
of handicraft items made by the
workers of Bangladesh
Homeworkers Women Association
(BHWA) and Home Net
Bangladesh. The exhibition is open
to visitors from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Admissionis opentoall.

Exhibition
May 02-08

Artist Eliza Sultana Annie is holding
her first ever solo-painting
exhibition at the Zainul Gallery of
the Institute of Fine Art, University
of Dhaka. The exhibition remains
open for visitors from 2 to 8 p.m.

May 02-17

Alliance Francaise in Dhaka is
hosting an exhibition of Dokra
sculpture on rail platform, woodcut
print works on rail boggy and paper
cut installation on railroad. The
show is open everyday from 9 am to
12 pm and 5 pm to 8 pm except

Saturday.
May 09-23

The Bengal Tours Ltd. and Gallery
Chitrak will jointly hold a painting
exhibition by renowned artists titled
Sundarbans: A Beauty in Silence
from May 9. The artists include
Abdur Razzaque, Bulbon Osman,
Rafiqgun Nabi, and others. The

VER 55 works at Maksudul
Ahsan's exhibit at the
Divine Gallery dwell often
on the subject of solitude, where he
has transformed his own poetry
into painting. The subjects deal
with love and nature and here the
medium is oil. The other paintings

it i &y
Maksudul Ahsan

form the "Memory" seriesin acrylic
and mixed media. The latter collec-
tion deal with his past over the
years, including his childhood in
the environment of the Meghna
and Padma. The elements have not
been presented as photographic
forms but have been broken and
reflected.

In one of the "Solitude" paint-
ings one sees many faces of people,
one being a young woman, while
the rest are blindfolded young men
at play. This follows the words of
the poem which says "Shundorer
chok bedhe chere dao, Kana machi
khelok du phota me". Behind the

indigo and pink. The figures are
mostly in blue, gray and beige with
outlines. "Solitude-8" shows a
portion of a face of a woman lying
down, with her hands clinging on
to something. The background
brings flower vases and tloating
leaves with autumnal colours of
orange, brown, yellow and pink.
The background is divided into
rectangles in which floatleaves and
stems, with a flower at the side.

"Solitude-7" has the figure of a
man who appears to be floating. At
the side is a jar containing a plant.
The background is divided into
blues, greens and beige. Awoman's
figure with a garland in her hand is
brought in "Solitude-12". This
painting too is dream like with a
man looking up to the woman. This
too isin shades of russet and gray.
Another painting in the same series
has a man playing the flute and he
has been done in shades of brown
while his eyes are blue and his lips
are hinted at. In the background is
a woman with flowing hair and
trailing "anchal". Leaves and
splashes of colours in yellow,
brown and blue form the back-
drop. A man, done in brown and
pink, forms a part of "Solitude-4".
Thereis ayoungwoman at the side.
He wears a crown and she sports a
peacock feather on her forehead.
"They are apparently figures taken
from the past days such as Salim
and Nurjehan or Yusuf and
Zulekha," the artist explains. Two
figures are brought in two sides in
"Solitude-6", one of a woman and
that of a courting man. The man
has a feather on his head while the
woman flaunts a lot of jewellery. In
between the space is covered with
rectangles, semicircles and waves
ofbrown, beige and yellow.

Solitude-1

In "Memory-1" we see a figure
in front with a slouched hat. This is
in blue, beige and gray. At the back
is the river with boats. The sky and
the water are in gray and blue,
washed with white. Behind the
man is a beige sketch of a house.
The forms are outlined and sug-
gested. A spiral hurricane is
brought in "Memory-2" and this
gyrating energy is in blue and
black. In front are splashes of
yellow, pink and blue to bring in
the affected land masses. "This"
says the artist, "is from my memo-
ries of sudden wild storms on the
banks of the Padma and Meghna".
A figure of a Buddhist priest with a

E . 9

shaven head and a tiny sprig of
pigtail, done in black, is brought in
"Memory-3". The rest of the paint-
ing consists of abstract swirls of
pink, blue, gray and yellow with
some texture work specially lines
going through the work. Matching
this is a portrait of a priestess done
in gray, black and blue. This too
brings in the element of medita-
tion. A bridge is brought in "Mem-
ory-4" along with some trees in the
background and the side. The
bricks in the bridge and the water
collected at the bottom are brought
in details. The sky is in cubist form
of gray and blue. Bird forms are
found in "Memory-6" while the
land masses in the composition
have been done in rectangles and
triangles of brown, gray and white.

Maksudul Ahsan has had seven
solo exhibitions in Montreal, New
Delhiand Dhaka between 1994 and
2003. His joint ventures number
more than 25 and they have been
held at India and Bangladesh. He
has taken part in five workshops
and artists' camps at New Delhi
and Dhaka, working on litho-
graphs, serigraphs and oil painting.
His works are in the private collec-
tions in USA, Canada, Australia,
and India. He has been the art
editor of "Shamay Songlap" and

ILARY Duff, who plays the
title character on the
Disney Channel's "Lizzie

McGuire," gets to strut her stuff as
both Everygirl and pop singer in
this big-screen adaptation of the 2-
year-old hitseries.

As in the show, animated
sequences by Debra Solomon and
Tapehouse Toons give sparky life
to the conflict between Lizzie's
inner resolve and outward
hesitations. The clever cartoon bits
go along way toward making Lizzie
a regular girl; while Duff is a
capable, spirited and ingratiating
performer, she's perhaps a tad too
sophisticated to be believable as
thegirlnextdoor.

But that will be no drawback for
her faithful fans. Director Jim Fall
has orchestrated Lizzie's dream
vacation with energy and humor,
and girls 9-14 will thrill at the
protagonist's cool clothes and
Vespa rides through the streets of
Rome. For the grown-ups
accompanying the core audience,
scriptwriters Susan Estelle Jansen,
Ed Decter and John J. Strauss have

Hilary Duff and Yanni Gellman in Disney's T

After a humiliating display of
klutziness at her junior high
graduation -- videotape of which
Lizzie's budding evil genius of a
younger brother, Matt (Jake
Thomas), promptly sends to Diane
Sawyer -- Lizzie and a select group
of classmates embark on a two-
week trip to "La Citta Eternal," as
their pit bull of a chaperone, Miss

Lizzie (Hilary Duff) is mistaken for a pop diva and is waited on hand and foot
in Disney's The Lizzie McGuire Movie 2003

injected the proceedings with
enough dry wit (considerably
upping the series' quotient of that
ingredient) and genuine emotion
to make the film appealing. It

Ungermeyer (Alex Borstein), likes
to callit.

Before you can say "Gidget Goes

to Rome," dreamy 17-year-old pop
idol Paolo (Yani Gellman) is

he Lizzie McGuire Movie - 2003

impersonate his missing singing
partner, Isabella (Duff), Lizzie's
dark-haired twin, at the upcoming
International Music Video Awards.
In one of the story's lapses in logic
that won't much matter to
anybody who's enjoying the lark,
no one particularly notices that
Isabella-gone-blond now speaks
only English, American-style at
that.

Archrival Kate (Ashlie Brillault),
a girl unpleasantly bent on being
popular, turns out to be Lizzie's ally
in her game of deception, and her
best friend, Gordo (Adam
Lamberg), covers for her with Miss
Ungermeyer at his own peril.
Lamberg is terrific as the soulful-
eyed Gordo, who, despite his
feelings for Lizzie, encourages her
adventures with Paolo. Backhome,
Matt follows his sister's exploits on
the Internet and, with the help of
his young Lady Macbeth of a
partner in crime, Melina (Carly
Schroeder), plots to get her busted
by their folks.

The film embodies kids' view of
adults as well-meaning but
hopelessly clueless or mean-
spirited but hopelessly clueless.
Without getting preachy, the story
wraps with a nice comeuppance,
making points about friendship,
trust and the crucial fact of life that
sometimes Prince Charming is a
jerk. Jerzy Zielinski photographs
Rome at its postcard-romantic
best, and the teen-target song
selections are exuberant without
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