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Soggy welcome
for Zimbabwe

INTERNET, Birmingham

Zimbabwe received the dampest of
welcomes to England, on and off
the pitch, as the first day of their
opening tour match against British
Universities was reduced to 38
overs by rain at Edgbaston on
Saturday.

By the close, the universities
had made steady and unspectacu-
lar progress to 92 for 2, though they
were denied full value for their
shotsbya quagmire ofan outfield.

Most of the interest in the game
lay elsewhere, in the expected
protests from the Stop the Tour
campaign, who have described the
Zimbabweans as "spokesmen for
Robert Mugabe" and have prom-
ised to stage demonstrations at
every ground.

But, like the smattering of spec-
tators, they were unenthused by
the conditions, with no more than
seven protestors turning up.

Warwickshire's chief executive
Dennis Amiss, who had instigated
extensive security arrangements
for the match, was very satisfied
with the day. "I am quite happy,"
said Amiss. "There has been no
sign of any trouble. The precau-
tions taken have been worthwhile
and the extra expense isnominal."

On the field, the universities
captain, Jimmy Adams, top-scored
with an excellent 42, before falling
inthelast over beforelunch.

Quit Hussain,
says Gatting

AFP, London

England captain Nasser Hussain
should immediately quit, said one
of his predecessors Mike Gatting
writing in his Observer column.

Gatting believed Hussain's
pursuit of 100 Test caps was "self-
centred" and insisted he should
stand down as Test captain for the
long-term good of the team.

Hussain announced his inten-
tion to resign as one-day captain, a
post likely to be occupied by
Michael Vaughan, but Gatting feels
he was hanging on at Test level for
thewrongreasons.

Gatting wrote in his Observer
column: "The England captain has
always been pretty self-centred,
but reading his Sunday newspaper
column last week I want to play
this many Tests, I want to break
these records, I want more victo-
ries than anyone else, etc it would
have been very easy to forget that
cricket is a team game and the
England captaincy is an honour,
notaright."

Jaffer shines

FROM PAGE 13

decision to bat first on a placid
track.

But wickets kept tumbling at the
other end, mainly due to lack of
application from the batsmen
rather than good bowling by Tamil
Nadu'sinexperienced attack.

Opener Vinayak Mane was the
first to go for 13 when he fended a
rising delivery from medium-pacer
Gokulakrishnan to the
wicketkeeper.

Left-hander Nishit Shetty scored
21 in a 58-run stand for the second
wicket with Jaffer before he was
caught behind trying to drive a
widish delivery from
Gokulakrishnan.

Jaffer, who raised his 50 off 87
balls with a couﬁle to square-leg,
was finally caught in the slips by
Sadagopan Ramesh.

Former India sﬁinner Sairaj
Bahutule (34) and all-rounder Ajit
Agarkar (26) put on 53 for the sixth
wicket to prop up the Bombay total
but they fell in quick succession.

Bombay have won the national
Ranji Trophy 34 times, while Tamil
Nadu have wonitjust twice.

SCORES

Bombay 259 for nine (Wasim Jaffer
83;dS Suresh three for 51) v Tamil
Nadu.
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Tick the correct answers, post to

The BDaily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
May 9, 2003 and draw
shortly afterwards

1. Who clinched the Professor
Abdur Razzak 29th National

hess tithe?

Nia Zia Reefat

2. Who be[:ame an-of-the-
matchintheSharjah Cup final?

Youhana Sami Taufiq
3 Who-will ldad St Lhaka's one

dayside?

Tillekeratne Vass
Aldpdttua |

4. Who won the man-of-the-
series award in the TVS Cup

[I‘langulfll‘ tournamelntf
Name.....................
Class........ RollNo.......

What happened to Lara?

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Bridgetown

Mysterﬂ surrounds the illness
which has laid low West Indian
super batsman Brian Lara in the
third cricket Test against Australia
here.

Lara left his sick bed on
Saturday's third day and came in
down the batting order at number
eight to try and get the West Indies
past the follow-on, but was out
controversially five overs from
stumps for 14.

Lara laboured during his 80
minutes at the crease, but he and
Windies team officials would not
say what was wrong.

Team officials would not say
whether the premier batsman
might have contracted chicken
pox, which kept teammate
Jermaine Lawson out of the second
Test.

Lara, who celebrated his 34th
birthday on Friday, arrived at

Beware boycotters

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Bridgetown

Countries boycotting World Cup
matches may be kicked out of the
tournament in future,
International Cricket Council
(ICC) chief executive Malcolm
Speed said on Saturday.

This year's tournament was
thrown into chaos when England
and New Zealand refused to play
first-round group matches in
Zimbabwe and Kenya.

The ICC will also decide this
year whether to change the for-
mat of the competition and
reduce the number of teams
taking part after complaints that
the 2003 World Cup in South
Africawastoo long.

Speed said the World Cup's
credibility was damaged by
England's refusal to play a match
in Harare and New Zealand
pulled out of a game in Nairobi.
Both teams forfeited points but
continued in the tournament.

"It had a very negative impact

'Unforgettable' WC vowed

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Bridgetown

West Indies dismissed concerns on
Saturday about their ability to host
the 2007 cricket World Cup and
promised to stage an "unforgetta-
ble" event.

West Indian and International
Cricket Council (ICC) officials also
guaranteed that all major matches
would take place in the Caribbean,
although some early games could
be held in the United States or
Canada.

"We are confident we will be
able to deliver the kind of event
the world is expecting from the
Caribbean," said Chris Dehring,
managing director of the 2007
World Cup organising committee.

"It's a unique opportunity to
put on a World Cup the world will
never forget."

ICC chief executive Malcolm
Speed said holding the event in
the West Indies, which consists of
14 different nations, would be a
huge challenge.

Dehring added that meticulous
planning would be needed to ferry
thousands of cricket fans around
the region and bring the often

Kensington Oval after tea and left
without explanation about his
condition.

"You've got to go to the team
manager. [ batted today and I will
bat in the second innings," Lara

BRIAN LARA

said late Saturday.

But team manager Ricky
Skerritt added to the ﬁeneral con-
fusion when he said: "I'm not the

that the two matches were boy-
cotted," Speed told a news con-
ference after a meeting with West
Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
officials about the 2007 World
Cup.

"We don't have a solution at
the moment, we have four years
to find a solution," he added.

He said that in future, he
wanted the ICC to make teams
sign an undertaking to fulfil all
their World Cup fixtures.

"What we would like is that
....once teams have agreed to play
the World Cup, they are bound to
play in each World Cup match,
and that we require them to hon-
our that undertaking or they will
leave the World Cup," he said.

The issue of the number of
teams and format will be dis-
cussed by the ICC in London next
month after criticism that the 14
sides taking part in South Africa
was too many.

"We are looking at all the
options," Speed said. "Maybe we
go back to 12 teams, maybe we
stay with 14 or maybe we extend
to 16.

decaying cricket grounds up to
scratch.

"With 14 countries, we are
undertaking something which is
inherently difficult," said Speed.

"But we are not interested in
taking the easy option if that were
the case, we would go to England
or Australia. There are many
positive things in being able to
come to these islands. We know
there will be difficulties but are
confident the people here can
copewiththat."

"I'm very confident that the
West Indies Cricket Broad will be
able to deliver an excellent World
Cup."

"West Indies is well and truly
on track to deliver the ICC World
Cup in 2007, there has been a good
deal of planning and a good deal of
strategic thought.

"It gives us the opportunity to
be different from other World
Cups and different from other
sports. No other sport could have
an event like this in the
Caribbean."

Dehring said that cruise ships
and charter flights were being
considered to move players and
supporters around the region
during the tournament.

Matches would put up for

team doctor. I'm not going to talk
aboutLara."

A team spokesman said Lara's
health would be assessed again
during Sunday's fourth day.

The latest setback continues
Lara's recent health problems. He
contracted hepatitis late last year,
which forced him out of the tour to
India last October and out of inter-
national cricket for four months.

Lara was hospitalised after
scoring a century during the
Champions Trophy in Sri Lanka
last September and he did not play
for the Windies again until
February's World Cup.

Lara's situation is critical to the
West Indies' attempts to prevent a
first-ever series whitewash in 73
years' cricketin the Caribbean.

He will have only a few days to

recover before Friday's fourth and
final Testin Antigua.

Lara has been the Caribbean's
great batting hope with centuries
in the opening two Tests of the
series against the powerful
Australian bowling attack in
Guyanaand Trinidad.

"There are seven or eight
options we are looking at. In
some there might 54 be games,
the lowest number of games is
39."

Speed, however, rejected
suggestions that this year's tour-
nament had been too long.

"There were some criticisms
that it was too drawn out, but we
heard that mainly from English
journalists once their team went
home, it became a bit long and
drawn out for them," he said.

"I didn't hear any complaints
from India or New Zealand or
South Africa, they were enjoying
every minute of it."

Speed added that security had
been greatly increased in South
Africa after a number of end-of-
match pitch invasions marred the
1999 World Cup in England.

"In South Africa, we did not
have a single incident of an
unauthorised person coming on
to the pitch in the 52 matches and
we would expect that level of
security in West Indies in 2007,"
hesaid.

tender and would be staged by the
country which came up with the
most attractive offer.

"It's going to be very competi-
tive for countries to come up to
scratch to bid for matches," he
said.

"There's going to be a very
open tender process which will
allow countries to bid for matches
and special events, such as the
opening ceremony."

"We hope to start a tender
process by the latter half of this
year."

He said the challenges were
enormous.

"We have around 40,000 rooms
in the English-speaking
Caribbean and this will probably
not satisfy the demand for a single
match between England and
India," he said.

"We have made an absolute
policy that the semi-finals and
finals will be played in the coun-
tries of the WICB.

Speed added: "This is a West
Indies World Cup and it will be
played in the Caribbean. There's a
possibility of a small number of
matches in the United States or
Canada, that decision will be
made later this year."

Gayle glad

REUTERS, Bridgetown

West Indies opener Chris Gayle,
left out of the first two Tests against
Australia because of confusion
over eligibility rules, said on
Saturday he was glad to be back
and that he had found new motiva-
tionin his absence.

Gayle made 71 in his return as
he shared a first-wicket partner-
ship of 139 with Devon Smith in the
second Testagainst Australia.

"I'm not out to prove anything,
all I want is to play cricket for the
West Indies and represent the
team," he said.

"When I was dropped, I used
that to set myself some targets in
these two Test matches," he said.

"I really trained hard and so far
I'm pleased with myself."

The Jamaican was overlooked
for the first Test after not making
himself available for a domestic
final against Barbados, which the
West Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
said brokeits eligibility rules.

Magura cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bhitashayeer Krira Chakra
defeated Patriot Sporting Club by
71 runs in the Econo Cricket
League at the Magura Stadium
yesterday.

Winnin%)the toss, Bhitashayeer
decided to bat first and scored 179
runsall outin 34.3 overs.

In reply, Patriot were all out for
108in27.5 overs.

SCORESIN BRIEF

BHITASHAYEER KRIRA CHAKRA:
179 all out in 34.3 overs (Imran 35,
Sabuj 31, Munna 20; Nazmul 4/31,
Rajib2/24, Firoz2/43).

PATRIOT SPORTING CLUB: 108 all
outin 27.5 overs (Miraz 25, Sumon
18, Mahbub 10; Abid 4/18, Milton
4/33,Sumon 1/13).

Result : Bhitashayeer Krira Chakra
wonby 71 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Milton
Today's match: Surjatarun

Sporting Club Vs Udayan Sporting
Club.

Lanka gain

FROM PAGE 13

The first Test at the Tamil Union
round in Colombo ended in a
igh-scoring draw last Tuesday as

the bat dominated the ball on an

easy-paced wicket that held no
terror for the batsmen.

Both sides retained the same
team for the decisive Test of the
short two-match series.

This is not the first time the
Asgiriya stadium has seen cricket
drastically hitby bad weather.

During India's Test match here
in 1993, only 45 minutes play was
possible on the first day before the
restof the match wasrained off.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the sec-
ond day of the second and final
cricket Test between Sri Lanka and
New Zealand at the Asgiriya sta-
dium here on Sunday:

NEWZEALAND: Firstinnings
Richardson not out32

Horne cKaluwitharanab Vaasl
Fleminglbwb Nissanka0
Sinclairlbwb Vaas3

Styris c Tillakaratne b M'tharan32
Oram notout0

Extras: (b-2,1b-2,nb-3)7

Total: (For 4 wktsin 34 overs)75

- Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-7, 3-11, 4-

To bat: Hart, Tuffey, Vettori,
Wiseman, Bon

Bowler O M R W
Vaas 10 5 19 2
Nissanka 7 2 16 1
M'tharan 9 2 18 1
Jayasuriya 3 0 7 0
D'sena 4 1 11 0
L'rachchi 1 1 0 0

SRI LANKA: Tillakaratne,
Jayasuriya, Atapattu, Sangakkara,
Jayawardena, Kaluwitharana,
Muralitharan, Dharmasena,
Lokuarachchi, Vaas, Nissanka.

Toss: New Zealand.
Umpires: Daryl Harper (Australia)

Naimur spins
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Minhazul 6 0 25 0
Arif 8.2 2 41 3
MOHAMMEDAN SC: Second innings
Nafees cImonb Mehdi 46
Anwarrunout 16
Aftab st Sanjayb Sohel 41
Tusharbatting 56
Jashimb Sohel 14
Minhazul batting 16
Extras: (b-7,1b-3,nb-1) 11

Total: (For4 wktsdecin48overs) 200
Fall of wickets: 1-57,2-78,3-138,4-168

Bowler O M R w
Shahnewaz 4 0 36 0
Mehdi 5 0 23 1
Mosaddek 12 0 49 0
Sohel 14 6 29 2
Salauddin 2 0 14 0
Mustakim 9 3 33 0
Halim Shah 2 1 6 0
AbahaniKCvs UttaraSC

Venue:DCS

ABAHANI: First innings (overnight 225
for7in58 overs)

Hannan c Tinku b Debabrato 15
Sajjad c Marufb Debabrato 29
Imran c Marufb Debabrato 39
Neeyamur c Ranab Debabrato 12
Sajjadul c Marufb Faisal 46
Asadullah c Arman b Rakib 23
Towhid c Marufb Faisal 4
Arman cRananb Sumon 32

Nuruzzaman c Ranab Sumon 62
SujacMarufb Faisal 63
Bikash notout 8
Extras: (b-7,1b-5,nb-12, w-4) 28
Total: (Alloutin 97.2 overs) 361

Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-84, 3-98, 4-
107,5-156, 6-165, 7-188, 8-259.

Bowler 0O M R W
Debabrato 28 3 122 4
Al-Amin 3 0 20 0
Safiul 13 2 54 0
Faisal 17.2 1 55 3
Rakib 7 1 23 1
Monirul 15 5 37 0
Sumon 14 5 38 2
UTTARASC: Firstinnings

Saiful c Towhid b Arman 79

Moniruzzaman c Asad b Bikash 21
Maruflbwb Arman 29
Faisal batting 17
Sumon c Nuruzzamanb Arman 0
Al-Aminlbwb Suja 0
Ranabatting 0
Extras: (b-5,1b-4,nb-5,w-1) 15
Total: (For 5 wktsin 56 overs) 161

Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-42, 3-150, 4-

150,5-155

Bowler oM R W
Neeyamur 13 3 40 0
Bikash 7 2 19 1
Arman 18 2 41 3
Suja 18 5 52 1

Aussies dictate terms
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Ganga, who scored centuries in the
first two Tests in the series, fell to a
full toss by spinner Darren
Lehmannin the 77th over.

He spooned an easy catch to
Bichel at mid-on and was out for
26, eked out in 130 minutes off 89
balls with two fours.

That ended a stubborn 63-run
stand for the third wicket with vice-
captain Ramnaresh Sarwan.

Chanderpaul, who clubbed a
69-ball century in the first Test,
only lasted one ball before he was
out to a rank long-hop from
MacGill.

Hetop-edged an attempted pull
shot down the ground to Brett Lee
who took a two-handed tumbling

catch to dismiss him for a duck and
leave the Windies 206 for four.

After tea, Sarwan edged a Lee
outswinger to wicketkeeper Adam
Gilchrist for 40 and Test debutant
Omari Banks found Ponting at
second slip off Gillespie for a bright
24 off 40 balls opening the way for
Lara'sarrival at the crease.

Lara was struck down just a
week after fast bowler Jermaine
Lawson was forced out of the
second Test in Port of Spain last
week with chicken pox.

Gillespie claimed the wickets of
opening batsmen Chris Gayle and
Devon Smith in six balls in the
morningsession.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of play on the
third day of the third Test between
West Indies and Australia at
Kensington Oval on Saturday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings 605 for 9
declared (S Waugh 115, R Ponting
113, D Lehmann 96; J Lawson 3-
131, 0 Banks 3-204)

WEST INDIES: First innings (over-
night 89-0)

Gayleb Gillespie 71
Smith c Gilchristb Gillespie 59
GangacBichelb Lehmann 26
Sarwan cGilchristb Lee 40

ChanderpaulcLeebMacGill 0

Banks c Ponting b Gillespie 24
Baugh c Pontingb MacGill 24
Laralbwb Bichel 14
Drakesnotout 4
Extras: (b-6,1b-12,nb-11) 29

Total: (For 8 wkts in 112.2 overs)
291

Fall of wickets: 1-139, 2-142, 3-205,
4-206,5-245,6-245,7-281,8-291

To bat: Best, Lawson

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 18 7 25 0
Gillespie 219 31 3
Lee 20 6 68 1
MacGill 31.2 3 95 2
Lehmann 9 2 26 1
Bichel 13 2 28 1

PHOTO: STAR

IT MEANS A LOT: South African players Makhaya Ntini (2nd from L) and debutant Robin Peterson take a look at the
GrameenPhone Test series trophy while captain Graeme Smith (R) grimaces during the presentation ceremony at
the end of the second and final Test yesterday.

Shoaib on crucial tour

% Cricket

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan's young cricketers set off
for Sri Lanka Sunday to compete in
a tri-nation one-day tournament
that could make or break pacer
Shoaib Akhtar.

Dubbed the "Rawalpindi
Express", Shoaib's career derailed
after Pakistan's first-round World
Cup exitin March.

To add further humiliation, the
Pakistan cricket chief warned that
the Sri Lanka tour could be
Shoaib's last if he didn't pull up his
socks.

"The Sri Lanka tour could be a
turning point in Shoaib's career.
He is a match winner but it is up to
him how he goes about his cricket
now and how much importance he
lays on his role as a key figure,"
captain Rashid Latif said.

The 27-year-old pacer, who
twice achieved the honour of
breaking the 100mph (160 kmh)
barrier with his deliveries, was
dolgged b?f bowling controversies,
vulnerability to injury and disci-
pline problems.

"Shoaib is his own worst enemy
and this is his last chance to revive
his career," Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Lieutenant General

Taugqir Zia warned last week.

A perennial newsmaker,
Shoaib's bowling action was ques-
tioned on three occasions and he
was twice suspended on disciplin-
ary grounds.

With 88 wickets in 25 Tests and
133 in 81 one-day internationals,
Shoaib is Pakistan's frontline

SHOAIB AKHTAR

bowler but will be forbidden from
making statements and will have to
lethis performance do the talking.

"This tour is the first stage of
Shoaib's comeback and we would
like him to keep a low profile and
save his energy for the England

tour next month," Latif said.

Shoaib is the only one of eight
senior players dumFed after
Pakistan's humiliating first-round
exit from the World Cup earlier this
year towin arecall.

Pakistan's revamped team
under Latif as captain and Javed
Miandad as coach won a quadran-
gular tournament in Sharjah last
month.

"The Sharjah win was a big
morale booster for the new team
but the tri-series in Sri Lanka would
be a bigger test as the opposition is
str(énger,” the Pakistan captain
said.

Hosts Sri Lanka and New
Zealand also feature in the May 10-
23 one-day tournament.

Pakistan has two uncapped
players in 25-year-old middle
order batsman Yasir Hameed, who
can also bowl leg-spin, and 28-
year-old opener Faisal Athar.

SQUAD

Rashid Latif (captain), Yousuf
Youhana (Vice captain),
Mohammad Hafeez, Taufiq Umer,
Faisal Igbal, Younis Khan, Shoaib
Malik, Yasir Hameed, Faisal Athar,
Abdul Razzaq, Shabbir Ahmed,
Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Sami,
Umer Gul and Danish Kaneria.

Coach:Javed Miandad.
Manager: Haroon Rasheed.

Indo-Pak play not soon?

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

Bilateral cricket ties between India
and Pakistan are unlikely to be
resumed this year despite "positive
signals" from the Indian govern-
ment, reports said Sunday.

"Dates seem to be a problem
now both for the Asia Cup as well as
the revival of bilateral cricketing
relations," Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) president
Jagmohan Dalmiya said.

Dalmiya met Saturday his
Pakistani counterpart Taugqir Zia at
an Asian Cricket Foundation meet-
ing in Dubai to resolve the impasse
arising out of the Indian govern-
ment's refusal to sanction bilateral
matcheswithits neighbour.

"It was a beginning, what with
our government also indicating that
they are keen to resume bilateral
sporting ties. However, we were in
no position to commit anything,"
Dalmiya told the Times of India
newspaper.

The meeting failed to find a slot
for the Asia Cup before next

February, the paper said.

Dalmiya said the revival of bilat-
eral ties between the two countries
would take some time despite the
positive signals from the Indian
government.

"It may take until early next year
because of many reasons. Many of
our cricketers are injured, while we
have also allowed some of our
players to play county cricket in
England," hesaid.

The Indian board had urged
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
in a letter before the Dubai meeting
to use his office to favourably con-
sider its request to resume bilateral
matches with Pakistan to avoid
internationalisolation.

Theletter was handed over to the
prime minister a couple of days ago
by board official and MP Rajiv
Shukla and was under consider-
ation, the Press Trust of India news
agencysaid.

"If India does not play Pakistan,
the equilibrium of world cricket will
be severely affected because the
World Championship cannot be
decided. India may be totally iso-
lated in world cricket," the letter
said.

The government has yet to
announceits decision.

Pakistan last month pulled out of
the Asia Cup in Sri Lanka after the
Indian governmentrefused its team
permission to play a scheduled Test
series in Pakistan in protest at
Islamabad's alleged support of
militancy in Kashmir.

The Indian team, however, is
allowed to play Pakistan in multi-
nation events, like the World Cup
and Asia Cup. The two sides met in
the recent World Cup in South
Africain March.

India have not played a Test
match in Pakistan since 1989, while
Pakistan played three Tests in India
in 1999-2000 despite threats from
Hindufundamentalists.

The BCCI has already proposed
resuming bilateral tours at neutral
venues but said it was willing to
abidebythe government policy.

"Theboard fullyappreciated and
honoured the government's stand
in this respect. But the BCCI, being
a member of the world cricket
parent body the International
Cricket Council (ICC), itisnowina
rather embarrassing position," the
letter said.
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