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Wednesday
BG-015 DEP  0615 DAC-DXB-LHR 
GF-258 ARR 0615 BAH-DAC 
BG-032 ARR 0630 KHI-DAC 
GF-259 DEP 0730 DAC-BAH 
BG-002 ARR 0745 LHR-DXB-DAC 
BG-040 ARR 0830 RUH-DAC 
EK-582 ARR 0840 DXB-DAC 
BG-036 ARR 0850 JED-DAC 
BG-084 DEP 0900 DAC-BKK-SIN 
KB-127 ARR 0920 BKK-RGN-DAC 
EK-336 ARR 0935 DXB-DAC 
BG-091 DEP 0950 DAC-CCU 
SV-810 ARR 1000 MED-RUH-DAC 
KB-127 DEP 1000 DAC-PBH 
EK-583 DEP 1015 DAC-DXB 
EK-336 DEP 1050 DAC-KUL 
BG-060 DEP 1100 DAC-RGN-BKK 
SV-805 DEP 1200 DAC-JED 
BG-092 ARR 1210 CCU-DAC 
TG-321 ARR 1250 BKK-DAC 
BG-701 DEP 1345 DAC-KTM 
TG-322 DEP 1400 DAC-BKK 
HY-463 ARR 1445 TAS-DAC 
BG-703 DEP 1530 DAC-KTM 
MH-6196 ARR 1630 KUL-DAC 
BG-702 ARR 1700 KTM-DAC 
BG-029 DEP 1800 DAC-BOM-DXB 
BG-704 ARR 1900 KTM-DAC 
BG-021 DEP 1900 DAC-CGP-MCT 
MH-6197 DEP 1930 DAC-KUL 
BG-061 ARR 1930 BKK-RGN-DAC

EK-337 ARR 1940 KUL-DAC 
BG-045 DEP 2000 DAC-BAH-KWI-DXB 
EK-337 DEP 2050 DAC-DXB 
BG-095 DEP 2100 DAC-CCU 
BG-085 ARR 2115 SIN-BKK-DAC 
SQ-436 ARR 2140 SIN-DAC 
MH-196 ARR 2220 KUL-DAC 
SQ-435 DEP 2300 DAC-SIN 
BG-096 ARR 2300 CCU-DAC 
HY-464 DEP 2330 DAC-TAS 
MH-197 DEP 2335 DAC-KUL 
BG-082 DEP 2345 DAC-KUL 

THURSDAY 
BG-007 DEP 0130 DAC-DXB-LHR 
BG-057 DEP 0145 DAC-DXB-FCO-FRA 
BA-145 ARR 0600 LHR-DAC 
KA-110 ARR 0605 HKG-DAC 
KU-281 ARR 0610 KWI-DAC 
GF-258 ARR 0615 AUH-DAC 
BG-012 ARR 0620 JFK-BRU-DAC 
KA-111 DEP 0705 DAC-HKG 
GF-259 DEP 0730 DAC-AUH 
KU-282 DEP 0730 DAC-KWI 
QR-344 ARR 0730 DOH-DAC 
BG-083 ARR 0750 KUL-DAC 
BA-144 DEP 0800 DAC-LHR 
EK-582 ARR 0840 DXB-DAC 
QR-345 DEP 0840 DAC-DOH 
BG-030 ARR 0845 DXB-BOM-DAC 
BG-022 ARR 0930 MCT-CGP-DAC 
EK-336 ARR 0935 DXB-DAC 
BG-091 DEP 0950 DAC-CCU

SV-800 ARR 1000 JED-DAC 
EK-583 DEP 1015 DAC-DXB 
EK-336 DEP 1050 DAC-KUL 
BG-097 DEP 1100 DAC-DEL 
SV-801 DEP 1200 DAC-RUH 
BG-092 ARR 1210 CCU-DAC 
TG-321 ARR 1250 BKK-DAC 
BG-701 DEP 1330 DAC-KTM 
TG-322 DEP 1400 DAC-BKK 
BG-046 ARR 1415 BAH-KWI-CGP-DA 
IC-723 ARR 1500 CCU-DAC 
BG-016 ARR 1505 LHR-DXB-DAC 
IC-724 DEP 1550 DAC-CCU 
BG-016 DEP 1630 DAC-ZYL 
IR-611 ARR 1630 THR-DXB-DAC 
BG-098 ARR 1645 DEL-DAC 
BG-702 ARR 1700 KTM-DAC 
BG-035 DEP 1815 DAC-JED 
BG-095 DEP 1830 DAC-CCU 
BG-106 ARR 1900 ZYL-DAC 
BG-039 DEP 1930 DAC-RUH 
EK-337 ARR 1940 KUL-DAC 
BG-043 DEP 2000 DAC-KWI 
BG-047 DEP 2030 DAC-CGP-DXB 
BG-096 ARR 2040 CCU-DAC 
BG-072 DEP 2045 DAC-BKK-NRT 
EK-337 DEP 2050 DAC-DXB 
BG-027 DEP 2100 DAC-AUH 
SQ-436 ARR 2140 SIN-DAC 
MH-196 ARR 2220 KUL-DAC 
BG-031 DEP 2230 DAC-KHI 
SQ-435 DEP 2300 DAC-SIN 
MH-197 DEP 2335 DAC-KUL

FRIDAY 
BG-058 ARP 0605 FCO-FRA-DAC 
KU-281 ARR 0610 KWI-DAC 
GF-258 ARR 0615 BAH-DAC 
BG-032 ARR 0630 KHI-DAC 
KU-282 DEP 0730 DAC-KWI 
BG-008 ARR 0730 LHR-DXB-DAC 
GF-259 DEP 0730 DAC-BAH 
QR-344 ARR 0730 DOH-DAC 
BG-044 ARR 0815 KWI-DAC 
BG-040 ARR 0830 RUH-DAC 
EK-582 ARR 0840 DXB-DAC 
QR-345 DEP 0840 DAC-DOH 
BG-036 ARR 0850 JED-DAC 
BG-084 DEP 0900 DAC-BKK-SIN 
KB-127 ARR 0920 BKK-RGN-DAC 
BG-091 DEP 0950 DAC-CCU 
SV-806 ARR 1000 RUH-DAC 
BG-028 ARR 1000 AUH-CGP-DAC 
KB-127 DEP 1000 DAC-PBH 
EK-583 DEP 1015 DAC-DXB 
IR-610 DEP 1115 DAC-DXE-THR 
BG-078 DEP 1130 DAC-HKG 
BG-048 ARR 1145 DXB-CGP-DAC 
SV-801 DEP 1200 DAC-RUH 
BG-092 ARR 1210 CCU-DAC 
TG-321 ARR 1250 BKK-DAC 
BG-701 DEP 1330 DAC-KTM 
TG-322 DEP 1400 DAC-BKK 
SV-802 ARR 1400 ED-DMM-DAC 
SV-803 DEP 1600 DAC-DMM-JED 
BG-702 ARR 1700 KTM-DAC 

BG-093 DEP 1710 DAC-CCU 

BG-049 DEP 1730 DAC-DMM-RUH 

BG-073 ARR 1800 NRT-BKK-DAC 

BG-094 ARR 1920 CU-DAC 

BG-079 ARR 2000 HKG-DAC 

BG-023 DEP 2100 DAC-MCT 

BG-085 ARR 2115 SIN-BKK-DAC 

SQ-436 ARR 2140 SIN-DAC 

BG-011 DEP 2245 DAC-DXB-BRU-JFK 

BG-051 DEP 2300 DAC-DXB 

SQ-435 DEP 2300 DAC-SIN 

BG-017 DEP 2345 DAC-DXB-LHR 

BG-082 DEP 2345 DAC-KUL 

SATURDAY 

BA-145 ARR 0600 LHR-DAC 

GF-258 ARR 0615 AUH-DAC 

BG-024 ARR 0715 MCT-DAC 

GF-259 DEP 0730 DAC-AUH 

BG-083 ARR 0750 KUL-DAC 

BA-144 DEP 0800 DAC-LHR 

KB-126 ARR 0800 PBH-DAC 

BG-050 ARR 0840 DMM-RUH-DAC 

KB-126 DEP 0840 DAC-RGN-BKK 

EK-582 ARR 0840 DXB-DAC 

BG-084 DEP 0900 DAC-BKK-SIN 

BG-091 DEP 0950 DAC-CCU 

SV-808 ARR 1000 RUH-DAC 

EK-583 DEP 1015 DAC-DXB 

SV-801 DEP 1200 DAC-RUH 

BG-052 ARR 1210 DXB-ZYL-DAC 

BG-092 ARR 1210 CCU-DAC 

TG-321 ARR 1250 BKK-DAC 

BG-701 DEP 1330 DAC-KTM 

TG-322 DEP 1400 DAC-BKK 

BG-702 ARR 1700 KTM-DAC 

BG-029 DEP 1800 DAC-BOM-DXB 

BG-037 DEP 1815 DAC-JED 

BG-095 DEP 1830 DAC-CCU 

BG-019 DEP 2000 DAC-KWI-AUH 

BG-096 ARR 2040 CCU-DAC 

BG-085 ARR 2115 SIN-BKK-DAC 

SQ-436 ARR 2140 SIN-DAC 

MH-196 ARR 2220 KUL-DAC 

BG-031 DEP 2230 DAC-KHI 

SQ-435 DEP 2300 DAC-SIN 

MH-197 DEP 2335 DAC-KUL 

BG-005 DEP 2345 DAC-DXB-LHR 

BG-055 DEP 2350 DAC-DXB-FCO-ORY

FLIGHT TIMING

Sources: Biman Bangladesh Airlines. Above schedule may change any time without any prior notice
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Some influential people have 

set up two mazar (shrines) 

inside the Old Azimpur grave-

yard in gross violation of the 

Dhaka City Corporation 

(DCC) rules. 

DCC sources said Malek 

Mostan's shrine was illegally 

erected in 1983 while Monu 

Mostan's was built about five 

years ago. 

A local influential leader 

was behind the establishment 

of the two shrines despite 

protests from the DCC offi-

cials. The leader, a former 

w o r d  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

Azimpur, passed away a 

couple of months back. 

There is a taboo on con-

struction of any concrete 

structure inside the graveyard 

since independence. The 

space the shrines occupy 

could have been used for 10 

more other graves. 

The Social Welfare Depart-

ment of the DCC has repeat-

edly warned Nazim Uddin and 

Zahirul Islam -- two khadem 

(caretakers of the shrines) -- to 

demolish the structures 

immediately, but to no avail. 

Every evening a handful of 

people throng these shrines 

for the ostensible jikir (prayer 

in group). "The jikir really 

spoils the sanctity of the 

graveyard. The noise the 

crowd makes creates nuisance 

for the visitors who come to 

pay their respect to the loved 

ones. The mazars should be 

inside the cemetery," said 

Nurun Nobi, a local resident.

"The DCC is seriously 

thinking of demolishing the 

mazar. I've just taken over the 

charge of this department. I've 

talked to my authorities. I 

hope something positive will 

come out very soon," said 

Nurul Alam, in-charge of the 

Social Welfare Department.  

Meanwhile, when mon-

soon sets in every year the 

Azimpur graveyard is sub-

merged with water.

"During rainy season, it 

becomes very difficult for us to 

dig graves because water 

comes out from beneath the 

ground. It is necessary to 

immediately fill this place with 

earth," said Shahjahan, who 

digs the burial ground. 

Every two years, the grave-

yards are supposed to prepare 

the burial grounds for fresh 

ones. "Although there is a 

timeframe, we cannot main-

tain it. 

"Sometimes we have to go 

for 'dressing' of the burial 

grounds before six months," 

said one of the caretakers at 

Azimpur graveyard, who 

asked not to be named.

"Once we had to prepare 

t h e  g r o u n d  w i t h i n  f i v e  

months, and we found that the 

earth did not completely 

corrode many of the corpses," 

regretted another caretaker. 

Many quarters have been 

demanding expansion of the 

graveyard. The DCC tried to 

acquire the nearby garage of 

the food ministry to extend the 

graveyard.

"The garage can easily be 

converted into graveyard 

because apart from few vehi-

cles much of its space remains 

unused. As far as I know, the 

government high officials 

living in the northern side of 

the garage do not want the 

plan to be implemented," said 

a source at the DCC. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  u n l a w f u l  

activities are taking place at 

the Azimpur new graveyard, 

which is a few yards away from 

the old one. 

"Due to poor security 

arrangement, we cannot 

guard these two graveyards 

properly. Only five guards are 

here to maintain security," 

said an insider of the DCC.

Shrines creep up on graves 
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Monsoon could be an awkward 

season for city dwellers, but for some 

people it's the time of the year to 

make a little extra money.

You won't find them all year round 

but this particular group arrives in 

Dhaka from different parts of the 

country and scatter around parading 

their expertise -- which is repairing 

faulty or damaged umbrellas. 

"Many people from Faridpur, 

Noakhali and Comilla come to Dhaka 

in the rainy season," says Akbar 

Hossain, an umbrella repairer at 

Karwan Bazar. 

Akbar has been fixing umbrellas 

for 32 years after learning the trade 

from his father. 

"My father taught me. It is not that 

difficult and once you have learnt the 

basics of repairing, you are be able to 

fix many other things which have 

similar mechanism," explains Akbar. 

Although there is steady business 

throughout the year, monsoon is the 

time Akbar and fellow repairmen 

look forward to most.

"My major income is generated 

during the rains. The rest of the year I 

usually make keys, fix gas-lighters, 

mend locks etc."

With the passage of time, the 

exotic umbrella culture that origi-

nated during the British rule is fast 

losing its appeal.

" I used to earn Tk 500 to 600 a day 

during the Ershad era," recollects 

Akbar. "Then it came down to around 

Tk 200 to 300 during the post-Ershad 

BNP rule. In Awami League's time my 

daily average income went as low as 

Tk 100 and that's still the benchmark.

"Sometimes I get lucky with 

decent orders like repairing huge 

umbrellas of movie sets or fancy 

restaurants. I often charge in the 

region of Tk 1,000 for each umbrella 

when I get those orders. However, I 

take Tk 30 to 40 for normal umbrel-

las," reveals Akbar.

Over the years, the business of 

umbrella repairing has also suffered 

due to the availability of cheap, 

stylish and more durable umbrellas 

in the market.

"The business is quite dull now 

because of the lack of street-oriented 

craft. Most of the people who come to 

me are poor. The city's rich or even 

the middle class don't bother to 

mend their old umbrellas as they can 

easily get new ones at an affordable 

price," concedes Akbar who adds 

that the next generation won't be 

carrying the torch of their umbrella 

repairmen fathers. 

"I won't let my son step into this 

business. There's no future.”

Under no cover,
and broke

CITY CORRESPONDENT
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Sabuj asked Sabina why she had 

not gone to school. Sabina's family 

could not pay school fees for three 

months, and she has to find a job at 

a garment factory, she replied.

The dialogue between the two 

teenagers in simple Bangla is from a 

play titled Shesh Kothay (Where is 

the end?), performed by poor 

working children. 

Sabina was played by Hazera, a 

teenage garment worker. Sabuj in 

real life is Mamun and he is a drug 

peddler.

The play was staged on the first 

day of two-day Child Brigade 

Theatre Festival at the Central 

Shaheed Minar on April 15 with 

participation of the Assistance for 

Slum Dwellers, Resource Bangla-

desh, BITA, Utsa, Rupantar, Ain O 

S a l i s h  K e n d r a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  

National Women Lawyers Associa-

tion and ADD. They all came up 

with their troupes and produc-

tions. 

The themes of the plays included 

child labour, child rights, child 

abuse, child repression, the handi-

capped, child prostitution and 

trafficking, children's security, lack 

Playing out life's parallels 
Slum children's theatre festival at Central Shaheed Minar

CITY CORRESPONDENT
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Bangladesh Railway's new ticket 

counter at the Banani Station has 

immediately drawn a very positive 

response from commuters. 

The counter, located on the 

Airport Road -- a few yards from 

the Old DOHS crossing-- was 

inaugurated on April 20. . 

"This counter will bring train 

tickets within the reach of the 

residents of Banani, Gulshan, 

Baridhara, Mirpur and even 

M o h a m m a d p u r  a n d  

Dhanmondi," said Mustafa Jamil, 

director, PRO of Bangladesh 

Railway. 

“At the moment we don’t plan 

to open any more such counters 

around the city,” added Jamil.

Inter-city trains do not stop at 

the Banani Station but passengers 

can now buy a ticket from the 

Banani booth and get on the train 

from the nearby Airport Station. 

The ticket booth remains open 

from 8:00am to 8:00pm.

"We have sold tickets worth 

around Tk 40,000 within two days 

of opening this counter. The 

amount will only increase in the 

coming days," said Commerce 

Inspector of the Railways Mujibur 

Rahman.    

"This station now has one 

computer-based counter and a 

printed ticket counter," said 

Sohrab Hossain, who is booking 

in-charge of the counter. 

"As this counter does not have 

any fixed quota for tickets, it takes 

a little longer for us to serve the 

passengers. At present, we have to 

inquire first from the Kamalapur 

Station. I'm hopeful we will have 

our specific quota within a couple 

of days," he added.

Ticket-stop at Banani
This counter will bring train tickets within reach of the residents 
of Banani, Gulshan, Baridhara, Mirpur and even 
Mohammedpur and Dhanmondi

of entertainment, rights of home-

working children and fair wage.  

All participants and performers 

of the festival were working chil-

dren. "The urge to survive and the 

struggle for existence have 

brought us together. We united to 

face the odds of the harsh society," 

said Mamun, a Child Brigade 

member. 

The plots of the plays were 

culled from the real life of slum 

children that the Child Brigade 

visited. So, the stories were not 

alien to them, the incidents and 

actions they portrayed are the real 

life they face every day. The per-

formers and the directors are not 

professionally trained, nor are 

they paid for that. "We do it spon-

taneously to tell our story," 

Mamun said.

The presence of celebrity actors 

Toukir Ahmed and Tarik Anam 

Khan and theatre organiser Golam 

Kuddus at the festival was encour-

aging for the children. 

A crowd enjoys one of the performances at the festival.

Museum and Zoo

National Museum- 8619396-9

Open: 10 am  5 pm, Friday 3 

pm- 8 pm, Thursday closed

Muktijuddha Jadughar- 

9559091

Open: 10:30 am  6:30 pm, 

Sunday Closed

Bangabandhu Smiti Jadughar- 

8110046

Open: 10 am  5 pm, 

Wednesday closed

Ahsan Manzil

Open: 10 am  5 pm, Friday: 3 

pm - 7 pm, Thursday Closed

Shishu Jadughar- 9666466

Open: 10 am- 6 pm, Sunday 

Closed

Sonargoan Jadughar

Open: 10 am  5 pm, 

Wednesday Closed

Dhaka Zoo- 9002954, 9002020

Open: 9am  5 pm, Sunday 

Closed
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