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Pal:reira is
serious

REUTERS, Lisbon

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira is looking forward to a
"well-seasoned" friendly against
Euro 2004 hosts Portugal on
Saturday.

"All the condiments are on the
table to make this a good game. Of
course it is a friendly, but a well-
seasoned one," Parreira told A Bola
onWednesday.

"Brazil have just been crowned
world champions for the fifth time
and Portugal will soon stage Euro
2004. So it's a big game between
two teams with a lot at stake. Brazil
wants to maintain prestige and
Portugal wants to get in form for
the European championship."

As hosts of Euro 2004, Portugal
automatically qualify and will have
no competitive fixtures in which to
prepare for the tournament.

"There is nothing better for that
than starting off with a good result
against the five-time champions.
We are aware of that. But let's be
clear that Brazil always play to win.
They have no alternative," added
the coach.

Parreira also said Brazilian-
born Deco, Portugal's most-talked
about player, "did the right thing"
in taking out Portuguese national-
ity last month amid public protests
from Luis Figo and Rui Costa
against calling up naturalised
players.

"You must take into account
that there are four or five excep-
tional players for each position in
Brazil, while a smaller country like
Portugal ends up with less," he
said.

"Was Deco an option for Brazil?
Of course he was - he and millions
of Brazilian players."

Following Figo and Costa's
complaints, Portugal's Brazilian
World Cup-winning trainer Luiz
Felipe Scolari bluntly said that any
squad member who did not want to
playwith Deconeed not turnup.

Portuguese sports papers on
Wednesday all carried front-page
pictures of Figo and Deco training
shoulder-to-shoulder.

Captain
Zidane

AFP, Clairefontaine

Real Madrid midfielder Zinedine
Zidane will captain France in the
Euro 2004 qualifiers against Malta
and Israel, coach Jacques Santini
announced on Thursday.

Zidane will replace Chelsea
defender Marcel Desailly who has
been left out of the team because of
injuries and poor form.

The hero of the 1998 World Cup
final will be in charge for Saturday's
home match against the Maltese in
Lens, northern France, and the
away tie against Israel which has
been rescheduled for Palermo,
Sicilynext Wednesday.

The softly-spoken Zidane
exuded a natural authority, Santini
said which commanded the
respect of his teammates and
dictated theyway they played.
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Brazilian superstar Ronaldo practises with his teammates in Porto on March 25. The world champions play Portugal in

friendly international tomorrow.

FA Cup

Chelsea gunned down

l@ Football

AFP, London

Arsenal took another step towards
an historic back-to-back domestic
double as they beat Chelsea 3-1 at
Stamford Bridge in the FA Cup
quarterfinal replay on Tuesday.

Quick counter-attacks saw a
John Terry own-goal and a Sylvain
Wiltord strike give the Gunners a 2-
Olead attheinterval.

After Pascal Cygan saw a second
yellow card, Terry lifted Chelsea
hopes with a header 12 minutes
from time before Lauren killed the
Blues off with a self-made shot.

The defeat dashes Chelsea's
dreams of lifting a trophy and the
Gunners go through to face First
Division Sheffield United in the
semi-final at Manchester United's
Old Trafford on April 13.

This was the third time in as
many seasons that Arsenal had
knocked Chelsea out of the FA Cup
and the win put Arsenal level with
Everton's record of 23 appearances

inthelastfour.

Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger hailed his team's effort.

"When I think what they've
given in the last week, beating
Everton and then tonight, it's just
fantastic. I've said it before, how
great they are. A team that fights for
eachother."

His Chelsea counterpart
Claudio Ranieri paid tribute to
Arsenal's clinical counter-
attacking game.

"We had a lot of chances with-
out scoring. They had three shots,
three goals”, said the Italian.

"Arsenal are the best at com-
pressing then counter-attacking.
We spoke about this before the
game, but it's another thing to stop
itonthe pitch.

In the 2-2 draw at Highbury that
forced the replay, Arsenal found a
productive route to goal straight
down the centre.

Chelsea had failed to learn the
lesson and were opened up twice in
ten minutes when Arsenal burst
right through the middle of the
Chelsea midfield and clinically
finished their only two chances of

the half.

The first came on 23 minutes
when Wiltord picked up on a Sol
Campbell clearance inside his own
half and bypassed the Blues'
midfieldinaflash.

With four against three defend-
ers, Patrick Vieira broke away to the
right and received the ball on the
edge ofthebox.

His dangerous return pass to
Wiltord was converted by the
unlucky Terry who turned the ball
beyond Carlo Cudicini's reach to
take the shine off his first England
call-up 48 hours earlier.

And an all-too familiar Arsenal
move doubled the difference ten
minuteslater.

This time it was Vieira who
stormed through from his own
half, outpacing Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink and playing Wiltord in
on the right of the box with
defender William Gallas nowhere
tobeseen.

After missing out on the first, the
French striker was in no mood to
square it and coolly drove the ball
past Cudicini.

PHOTO: AFP

Arsenal players celebrate their FA Cup quarterfinal replay victory over Chelsea at Stamford Bridge in London on

March 25.

Zico's walking
wounded

m Football

AFP, Tokyo

Brazilian legend Zico is hoping his
Japanese team of walking wounded
can deliver his first victory as coach
when they take on Uruguay in a
friendlyinternational here Friday.

Zico has yet to taste success after
two matches in charge since taking
over in the wake of Japan's World
Cup campaign last year where they
reached thelast 16.

A 2-0loss to Argentina and a 1-1
draw with Jamaica left Zico under
no illusions about the work he has
to do to ensure Japan appear in
their third consecutive World Cup
inthreeyears time.

Zico has chosen his strongest
available squad for Friday's match
against the Uruguayans, who were
eliminated in the first round of the
2002 World Cup after finishing
behind Denmark and Senegal.

Uruguay should pose an awk-
ward challenge, and they will be
able to call upon six Europe-based
players including Inter Milan's
sublimely gifted Alvaro Recoba,
who scored twice in a friendly
againstJapanin 1996.

"I have chosen the best possible
team," said Zico. "Uruguay are a
traditional South American team,
they have won the World Cup

before. It is a very good chance to
know our own level against such a
strongteam."

Japan's hopes will rest with
Parma's Hidetoshi Nakata,
Feyenoord's Shinji Ono, SV
Hamburg's Naohiro Takahara,
Reggina's Shunsuke Nakamura as
well as Fulham's Junichi Inamoto
and Portsumouth goalkeeper
Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi.

Japan's preparations received a
setback however with the with-
drawal through injury of Masashi
Nakayama, Japan's only goal scorer
inthe 1998 World Cup.

Nakata is suffering from a cold,
while Nakamura has a calf injury
picked up during a match against
ACMilan earlier this month.

Kawaguchi is nursing a wound
over his left eyebrow during prac-
tice here Tuesday requiring three
stiches.

"T'was slightly hit by a knee, but I
got used to having the injury, I had
some six times before. I'm just very
happy that Zico called me up. I want
to answer to him with my playin the
game," said Kawaguchi.

Nakamura said: "I'm all right
except the calf. I have to wait and
seeifl can play the game."

Suzuki has broken a right little
toe in Belgium, but he insists he can
play without any problems, saying:
"I have no ill-effect from the injury
atall."

WC 2007 party
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with the response of the guests to
Caribbean culinary delights thathe
prepared with the South African
kitchenstaffat the venue.

Popular Caribbean band,
Square One, added to "the taste of
Caribbean Culture" by thrilling the
diverse gathering from Asia, Africa,
Europe and the West Indies with
music from the length and breadth
of the Caribbean, including a
Jamaican reggae sweep, featuring
most notably, "No Woman No
Cry", rendered soulfully by one of
the band's lead singers, Alison
Hinds.

Square One also paid tribute to
the cadence and zouk genres of the
French-influenced islands and
taught the patrons how to "jump
and wave" to the soca hits from
Antigua & Barbuda to Trinidad &
Tobago, as well as their own high-
energy classics. At the end of their
performance chants of "We want
more!" brought the band back for a
well-deserved encore.

MC for the evening, Michael
Holding, the former Jamaica and
West Indies fast bowling legend,
interviewed delegates from seven
Caribbean countries who were
observing the operations of the
CWC2003.

They gave insights into the
uniqueness of each island and their
preparations for the CWC 2007,
while a video feature gave a picto-
rial overview of the natural beauty
and excitement of the Caribbean
and the tremendous passion for
cricketin theregion.

Atthe end of the evening several
patrons were eagerly expressing
their desire to visit the Caribbean
even before 2007.

FIFAworld rankings
Spain move
ahead of

France
AFP, paris

Spainleapfrogged European cham-
pions France into the second spot
in the FIFA world rankings released
here on Wednesday.

World champions Brazil remain
comfortably on top of the rankings
with a 73-point lead on Spain, with
France a further two points behind,
inthird.

In the top ten England drop one
spot to ninth with Mexico overtak-
ing them to move up into eighth
position.

Pos  Country Pts |
1. Brazil 853
2. Spain 780
3. France 778
4. Argentina 761
5. Germany 758
6. Netherlands 752
7. Turkey 732
8. Mexico 729
9. England 725
10. United States 723
11 Denmark 704
12. Portugal 700
13. Italy 699
14.Rep ofIreland 696
15. CzechRep 685
16. Belgium 683
17. Cameroon 678

Denilson's

season over
AFP, Seville

Brazilian World Cup winning
midfielder Denilson looks set to
miss the rest of the season after his
Spanish First Division club Real
Betis revealed Tuesday he has to
undergo arightknee operation.
The 25-year-old had to go off
after only half an hour of Sunday's
league match with Malaga and the
most optimistic prognosis was he
would be out for about six weeks.

"There is no other solution but
to operate,” said the surgeon
Santiago Perez Hidalgo.

Gelsenkirchen to
host Champs
League final

AFP, Rome

The 2004 Champions League
football final will take place in the
west German city of
Gelsenkirchen, while the UEFA
Cup final will be played in
Gothenburg, Sweden, European
football's governing body UEFA's
Executive Committee agreed
during their two-day meeting here
Wednesday.

UEFA president Lennart
Johansson said: "We approved the
Arena AufSchalke in
Gelsenkirchen, Germany as the
venue for the 2004 UEFA
Champions League final and the
Ullevi stadium in Gothenburg as
Ehe I/enue for the 2004 UEFA Cup
inal."

With a capacity of 54,100, the
Arena AufSchalke, in the Ruhr
industrial area, is one of Europe's
most modern venues and the
home to German Bundesliga club
FC Schalke 04.

Imran sings
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crucial role in the final since the
ballhad been gripping the surface.

India, however, maintained the
trend of going into the match
without a fifth specialist bowler,
relying on three seamers (Javagal
Srinath, Zaheer Khan and Ashish
Nehra) and one spinner
(Harbhajan Singh).

Kumble figured in just three of
histeam's 11 World Cup matches.

"Secondly, Ganguly opted to
field first because the wicket
offered some assistance to bowl-
ers," said Imran.

"Did he take this decision to
protect his batsmen from the likes
of in-form Glenn McGrath and
Brett Lee or to let his bowlers try
and make inroads into the
Australian batting? We'll never
know the answer to that one."

"If Ganguly had taken a look at
the statistics of past World Cups,
other than in 1996 and 1999, the
team batting first has always won.
The pressure of chasing has always
been too much in a World Cup
final."

Ganguly's decision to field first
eventually backfired as Australia
posted a massive 359-2 before
dismissing India for 234.

Schools hockey
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part in six groups in the prelimi-
nary round from which top team of
each group advanced into the final
phase.

The teams that qualified for
finalround are:

Group A: Khalilur Rahman
High School of Dhaka, River View
High School of Rajshahi and Arjat
Atarjan High School of
Kishoreganj.

Group B: Armanitola
Government High School of
Dhaka, Police Lines High School of
Faridpur and Nasirabad Boys'
High School of Chittagong.

The final of the competition is
onApril 3.

Beckham for Real?

@ Football

REUTERS, Madrid

After signing Luis Figo, Zinedine
Zidane and Ronaldo, Real Madrid
president Florentino Perez
believes one of the pieces missing
from his millionaire's jigsaw is an
England international of the high-
estcalibre.

That means either David
Beckham or Michael Owen, the
only English players with the pro-
file necessary to boost the club's
global reach for marketing and
merchandising purposes.

This week's excited talk of a Real
bid for Manchester United's
Beckham could therefore be just
the start of long months of specula-
tion linking one of the game's most
feted players with the world's
biggest club.

At the moment, the acres of
newsprint being devoted to the
Beckham story amount to little
more than pre-match sparring
ahead of the two sides meeting in
the quarterfinals of the Champions
Leaguein April.

Real's sporting director Jorge
Valdano told Madrid sports daily
As that commentating on the
Beckham situation would be
unhelpful so close to the
quarterfinal.

"This is not the time to talk
about it," Valdano said. "We're in
the middle of the season and with
the Manchester United games just
around the corner.

"Any comments now could get
us into a debate that would affect
the build-up to the game."

Unfortunately, Valdano fol-
lowed up those remarks with just
the sort of ambiguous comment
beloved of headline writers.

"All you could say is that taking
into account the major moves Real
Madrid have made in recent years

Beckham looks to be the sort of
player that would fit in with our
policy."

Those words were translated in
England on Wednesday as an
unequivocal statement that Real
were about to make midfielder
Beckham their nextbig project.

A bid for Beckham would cer-
tainly not be out of character for
president Perez, who has brought
in one world class player every year
since being elected to the top job at
the Bernabeu.

First he prised Figo away from
Barcelona, then Zidane from

DAVID BECKHAM

Juventus and finally Ronaldo, after
an interminable transfer saga,
from Inter Milan.

That makes a Real bid for
Beckham more likely than, say, last
week's equally breathless reports
that Arsenal's French midfield pair
Robert Pires and Patrick Vieira
were about to decamp to the
Bernabeu for a fee in the region of
45 million dollars (29 million
pounds).

Beckham was asked at an
England news conference in
London on Tuesday ifhe would like
to play for Real.

"Real are a great club with great
players and tradition," Beckham
said. "Any player would be hon-
oured to be spoken about by Real
Madrid. Of course I'm honoured."

That three-line response gave
rise to a five-page special on
Beckham in Spain's Marca news-
paper, as well as front pages in rival
publications As and El Mundo
Deportivo.

The potential problem for Real
and coach Vicente del Bosque
would be finding a space for
Beckhaminthefirstteam.

Figo already occupies the right
midfield slot and has been back
close to his best this season after
his struggles to overcome an ankle
injurylastterm.

A place in central midfield looks
problematic, too, as a line-up of
Figo, Beckham and Zidane playing
behind Raul and Ronaldo would
leave just one place for a defensive,
ball-winning midfielder.

Valdano declined on
Wednesday to comment on possi-
ble Real interest and there is
unlikely to be direct word from the
club until the end of the season,
when Perez and Valdano finalise
their transfer objectives for the new
campaign.

Between now and then, expect
the comment and analysis to
continue unabated, as every last
drop of meaning is squeezed out of
comments from Valdano, Perez,
DelBosque and Beckham himself.

Accordingto areportin Spanish
daily Mundo Deportivo, Figo
"could be offered in exchange to
Manchester United - or Milan."

And itadded that Real president
Florentino Pérez "has decided to
bring Beckham to Madrid for next
season."

AS daily said that a team includ-
ing Zidane, Raul, Ronaldo, Figo -
unless he is offered as bait - and
Beckham would "stimulate lovers
of good football" and leave rivals
Barcelonatrailingin Real's wake.

UEFA divided over
expanded WC

m Football

REUTERS, Rome

A proposal to expand the World
Cup to 36 countries has divided
UEFA, with president Lennart
Johansson admitting "nobody
wants to be the one tosayno" to the
idea.

South American federation
CONMEBOL, who lost half a World
Cup berth inlastyear's shake-up of
the qualification system, suggested
earlier this month that the 2006
World Cup in Germany should
feature 36 teams instead of the 32
planned.

"There are pros and cons,"
Johansson said on Wednesday
after ameeting of UEFA's executive
committee in Rome.

"The executive committee are
not completely united and we are
waiting for the official reply from
the organisers.

"I am the president of the World
Cup 2006 organising committee
butevenIhaven'tseen their reply -
- although I am sure they will say it
isfeasible.

"We will be having long discus-
sions about how far you can
expand the World Cup and we have
to decide before May 3 when we
have a consultative meeting with
the FIFA executive.

"It is a clever proposal from
CONMEBAL because there are
only winners and not losers in
expanding the tournament and
nobody wants to be the one to say
no."

FIFA vice-president Julio

Grondona of Argentina made the
original proposal after Oceania,

which includes Australia and New
Zealand, was given an automatic
spotforthe first time.

CONMEBOL previously had
four automatic qualification places
and a playoff with Oceania -- seen
ashalfaberth.

Under the new format Brazil will
also have to qualify after FIFA took
away the automatic place for the
World Cup holders.

Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder, a
UEFA and FIFA executive commit-
tee member from Germany, said
on Wednesday that the new plan
would be feasible.

"Logistically there are no prob-
lems having 70 matches instead of
64 at the World Cup although the
tournament will probably need to
belonger," hesaid.

Earlier this month Franz
Beckenbauer, the president of the
local 2006 organising committee,
was also positive about the change.

"We could do it," he said. "I'm
not saying there would not be
problems, but there would not be
problemswe could notsolve."

From 1954 the World Cup fea-
tured 16 teams but was expanded
to 24 in 1982. It was further
stretched toinclude 32in 1998.

Miandad's message
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In his previous two terms, he had to
step down after differences with
senior players.

"Imade mistakes in the pastand
I have learnt from them," he said.
"This time things will be different
and I have come with a different
attitude," Miandad said.

Aigner to retire

AFP, Rome

UEFA director general Gerhard
Aigner announced here Tuesday
that he planned to retire at the end
oftheyear.

The 60-year-old German, a
critic of FIFA president Sepp
Blatter, said he was leaving
European football's governing
body in healthy shape and that he
wanted to spend more time with
his family.

The father of five told UEFA's
executive committee: "For 33 years
I've worked in the best interests of
football and I think that UEFA is on
theright path for the future."

Giving his reaction UEFA presi-
dent Lennart Johansson said: "I
respecthis decision completely."

Aigner tjoined UEFA in 1969
where he first worked with youth
teams before becoming an execu-
tive committee member in 1989.
He was appointed secretary gen-
eral in 1999 and director general
twoyears later.

Tigana leaving
Fulham

AFP, London

English Premiership club Fulham
said Wednesday French manager
Jean Tigana will leave in the sum-
mer.

The club said on its official
website Tigana's contract will not
be extended beyond the end of this
season.

Ponting all
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alongwith them I'msure.

"We're all looking forward to
putting the white clothes back on."

Lara blasted 546 runs at an
average of 91 including a highest
score of 213 among his three centu-
ries in the series. The 32-year-old
left-hander holds the world
records for the highest individual
score in Tests (375) and first-class
(501) cricket.
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