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DHAKA SATURDAY MARCH 22, 2003

WEEKEND'S ACTION

IN EUROPE

Primera Liga

Saturday (kick off GMT): Rayo
Vallecano v Atletico Madrid
(2030)

Sunday: Celta Vigo v Athletic
Bilbao (1600), Real Mallorca v
Valladolid (1600), Recreativo
Huelva v Osasuna (1600), Sevilla
v Alaves (1600), Valencia v
Espanyol (1600), Villarreal v Real
Sociedad (1600), Malaga v Real
Betis (1700), Barcelona v Racing
Santander (1900), Real Madrid v
Deportivo La Coruna (1930)

SerieA

Saturday (1400 GMT kick-off
unless stated): AC Milan v
Juventus (1930 GMT),

ModenavReggina (1700 GMT)

Sunday: Atalanta v Chievo,
Como v Bologna, Empoli v
Brescia, ParmavLazio, ASRomav
Piacenza, Torino v Perugia,
Udinese v Inter Milan (1930
GMT)

Premiership

Saturday (1500 GMT unless
stated):Birmingham City v West
Brom (1200 GMT), Chelsea v
Manchester City, Manchester
United v Fulham (1230 GMT),
Middlesbrough v Charlton, New-
castle v Blackburn, Southampton
v Aston Villa, West Ham v
Sunderland

Sunday: Arsenal v Everton
(1605 GMT), Liverpool v Leeds
(1400 GMT)

Monday: Bolton v Tottenham
(2000 GMT)

I was right
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wickets in these conditions," he
explained.

"The wicket helps early on but if
youdon'tlose wickets you can geta
big total with runs at the end of the
innings."

7

GrameenPhone Premier Cricket
League

Kalabagan KCv Surjo Tarun
Venue: FCS

Young Pegasus v Brothers Union

NOTICE
Dear WHiZZ KIDs, due to some
technical difficulties draw of the
Competition-191 could not be
held last night. It will now take
place on March 28.

ESPN

English Premier Football League
Man United vs Fulham
Live at 6:25 pm
&
West Ham United vs Sunderland
Live at 8:55 pm
Primera Liga
Rayo Vallecano vs Atletico Madrid
Live at 2:30 pm (Sunday)

STAR Sports
Gillette World Sports Special
Intl Sports News
Taped Version at 7:00 pm
Taking Guard Final Preview
WC Cricket Programme
Live at 9:30 pm
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WHIZZ KiD

Tick the correct answers, post to

@he Baily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
March 28, 2003 and draw
shortly afterwards

1. Who clinched the Shahjalal

Bank International Rating
Chesstitle?

-
ZIa

Foviu Rajib

2. New Zealand beat South Africa
ina Worl1i Cup Group B match
by:

102runs 9 wkts 5 wkts
2 i P |
O. 11row llldlly 1TaiIrs aTa

Bangladesh—seere—against
South Africa in the World Cup
Group Bmatch?

120 | 108 T10

4. Bangladesh lost to Canada in
tite wPrid €up Group BTmatch

Abahani romp past Orient

ﬁ Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Title aspirants Abahani Krira
Chakra rounded up their
GrameenPhone Premier Cricket
League first phase campaign with
an impressive eight-wicket win
over Orient Sporting Club at the
BKSP ground in Savaryesterday.

Opener Mehrab Hossain scored
played a brilliant innings as
Abahani, chasing a useful Orient
total of 223 or seven in 50 overs,
reached 227 in 46.2 overs for the
loss of two wickets.

Mehrab was undefeated on 96
off 117 balls that featured ten
boundaries.

Together with former national
opener Sajjad Ahmed, Mehrab
shared 119 for the first wicket to lay
the foundation for Abahani's ninth

in 12 matches.

Sajjad scored 65 off 76 balls with
a six and eight fours while captain
Akram Khan, who isin terrific form,
chipped in with an undefeated 45
off 63 balls.

Earlier, put into bat, the Orient
total was dominated by opener
Masumuddowlawho made 86.

Abahani finished their first
round campaign with 50 points
from 12 matches, six points behind
leaders Victoria Sporting Club.

On the other hand, Orient tasted
their seventh defeat against five
wins.

In the other match of the day,
Bangladesh Biman defeated Indira
Road by 21 runs at the Fatullah
Cricket Stadium.

Batting first, Biman scored 187
for nine in 50 overs with one-down
Jahangir Khan scoring highest 46.

In reply, Indira Road were on
136 for four when rain stopped play

after34.2 overs.

Later, Biman was declared
winners by 21 runs through parab-
olamethod.

SCORES IN BRIEF
AbahanivOrientSC

VENUE: BKSP

Orient SC: 223 for 7 in 50 overs
(Masum 86, Sajid 46, Jewel 22,
Mehrab 2-30, Arman 2-40)
Abahani: 227 for 2 in 46.2 overs
(Mehrab 96 n.o., Sajjad 65, Akram
451n.0.,Jewel 2-49)

Result: Abahani won by eight
wickets.

BimanvIndiraRoad KC

VENUE: FCS

Biman: 187 for 9 in 50 overs (Khan
46, Jahangir 30, Aminul jr 31 n.o,
Arafat3-43)

Indira Road KC: 136 for 4 in 34.2
overs (Humayun 66, Sadat 42,
Mosaddek 3-16)

Result: Biman won by 21 runs.

Passionate Smith

Iﬁ] Cricket

INTERNET, johannesburg

New South African captain Graeme
Smith has pledged to put passion
and fire backinto the national team
after their dismal World Cup fail-
ure. He pledged to reinvigorate his
team's passion for the game in a
bid to return them to winning
ways.

Under former skipper Shaun
Pollock, South Africa were one of
the favourites to win the 2003
World Cup.

But the tournament co-hosts
failed to qualify for the Super Six
stage, prompting the sacking of
Pollock and the appointment of 22-
year-old Smith as captain.

And Smith told the BBC Sport
website: "I have to get everyone in
the team working in one sole direc-
tion.

"Maybe we need a bit of disci-
pline in our cricket and maybe we
need a bit of fun. But I am deter-
mined to bring back the passion
and spark."

Smith has long been targeted as
a future South African captain and
has promised to take a strong
approach in restructuring team
morale.

Pollock was criticised during his
tenure for failing to be decisive and
spending too much time seeking
the advice of senior teammates.

But Smith said he planned to
take a more proactive approach,
with his first aim being to get the
more established players, who had

failed to shine in the World Cup, to
hit top form again.

"One of my hardest jobs will be
to getthe guystostepupagear.Asa
captain [ have to have the ability to
tap into any player," said Smith.

"With Jacques Kallis you have to
make him bowl at 140kph because
youknowhe canifhe wantsto."

Smith's first assignment as
captain will be the three-nation
Sharjah Cup from April 1-10
against Pakistan and Sri Lanka,
provided South Africa make the
trip dueto thewarinIraq.

South Africa are also scheduled
to play a tri-series in Bangladesh
from April 13, which also features
India, before two Test matches
against the hosts.

Smith's men will also tour
England laterin the summer.

Tikolo picks Australia

))VA ICC Cricket World Cup

'| SOoUTH AFRICA 2003

AFP, johannesburg

Kenya captain Steve Tikolo backed
reigning champions Australia to
beat India in Sunday's World Cup
final at the Wanderers.

Tikolo's team the first non-Test
nation to reach the tournament's
semifinals bowed out with a 91-
run defeat against India in the
semifinal at Kingsmead in Durban
on Thursday.

But despite that loss, Tikolo,
whose unheralded East Africans
were beaten by five wickets by
Australia in a Super Six match here
on Saturday, said he expected
Ricky Ponting's men to win in
Johannesburg.

"They are the top two teams in
one-day cricket. On any day one
could win but I'll go with
Australia," Tikolo said.

"They've had some close calls

and come through. The character
they've shown on the field gives
theman edge."

Kenya's progress has been
beyond all expectations and
Tikolo, when asked how he felt now
his tournament was over, replied:
"Abitrelieved. There's been alot of
pressure at this tournament and
the boys have handled the pressure
prettywell."

The East Africans are due to lose
inspirational coach Sandeep Patil
a World Cup winner as a player
with India back in 1983 who is
returning home now that his four-
year contracthasended.

Veteran left-arm spinner Asif
Karim, 39, who took three wickets
for seven runs against Australia, is
also set to step out of the limelight
having come out of retirement for
this World Cup.

But Tikolo said he did not know
if the team would be losing any of
its other old-stagers.

"I really don't know about
retirements. It depends on the

individual. But we have got some
youngsters who I'd like to see come
through," he said.

Tikolo admitted the crushing
scale of Kenya's semifinal defeat
had been disappointing, saying the
climax of the Indian innings where
opposing skipper Saurav Ganguly
made an unbeaten 111 had been
crucial.

"The way the Indians batted to
get nearly 90 runs in the last 10
overs made a big difference.

"When we batted we didn't get
the start we wanted and lost wick-
etsregularly.”

Tikolo said the highlight of his
World Cup had been Kenya's shock
53-run group win over 1996 cham-
pions Sri Lanka in Nairobi on
February 24.

"Thatreally stands out."

And Tikolo admitted coming
down to earth after such success
would be difficult. "It will be hard
to adjust. There's been a lot of
hype. We'll take a month off and
regroup.”

Can India do it
bees saal baad

))VA ICC Cricket World Cup
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AFP, johannesburg

India captain Saurav Ganguly finds
himself under greater pressure as
he attempts to emulate Kapil Dev's
feat of winning the World Cup in
1983.

There were no expectations
from Kapil's Devils, who started
out as a bunch of no-hopers, hav-
ing won just one match against
lowly East Africa in the previous
two World Cupsin 1975 and 1979.

But Ganguly's team will be rated
strong contenders after winning
nine of their 10 matches in this
tournament before Sunday's final
against reigning champions
Australiaat the Wanderers here.

All-rounders were the key to
India's success in England two
decades ago when they stunned
two-time champions West Indies
inthefinalatLord's.

Kapil, one of the best all-
rounders of his era, had at his
disposal Mohinder Amarnath,
Madan Lal and Roger Binny who
were capable of chipping in with
both batand ball at crucial stages.

Ganguly, on the other hand, has
just two all-rounders in Sanjay
Bangar and Ajit Agarkar, both of
whom have been confined to the
benches since the tournament
began.

India, however, have the most
potent weapon of them all in
Sachin Tendulkar, a batting genius
who can single-handedly alter the
course of amatch.

Australian captain Ricky
Ponting conceded his team had to
be wary of "that little fella who
opens the batting" because "he is
the best batsman I've seen or

played against".

Tendulkar has made up for the
absence of all-rounders by amass-
ingarecord 669 runsin 10 matches,
the highest ever in World Cup
history.

Kapil's team also possessed a
master batsman in Sunil Gavaskar,
but the champion opener was
neither in good form nor had a
Tendulkar-like reputation in the
shorter version of the game.

Few gave India a chance to win
the World Cup when Kapil's team
was shot out for 183 in the final by
Clive Lloyd's West Indians that
boasted batsmen of the calibre of
Viv Richards, Gordon Greenidge
and Desmond Haynes.

But the medium-pacers
changed the script as Madan,
Mohinder, Binny and Balwinder
Sandhu shared nine wickets to
bowl their rivals out for 140.

Binny finished as the tourna-
ment's highest wicket-taker with
18 victims. Madan (17) and Kapil
(12) also figured among the top-10
bowlers.

"We have always underesti-
mated out medium-pacers
because of the stress on spin, but
they have served us well," Kapil
said later.

Kapil led from the front, his
batting, bowling and captaincy
coming in for praise from all quar-
ters.

He played the knock of his
lifetime against Zimbabwe at
Tunbridge Wells when he smashed
a brilliant 175 after his team had
beenreduced to 17-5and then 140-
8.

Kapil also took a splendid run-
ning catch in the final to dismiss
Richards, which turned the match
inIndia's favour.

Like Kapil, Gangul
impressed with his

has also
eadership,

besides notching up three centu-
ries to follow Tendulkar in the
batsmen's honours list with 441
runs.

His weapons have, like Kapil's,
also come from the unexpected
pace department instead of India's
known strength in spin.

Zaheer Khan has 18 wickets in
the tournament, followed by vet-
eran paceman Javagal Srinath with
16 and Ashish Nehra on 15, allaying
pre-tournament fears that India
did not have bowlers to win
matches.

But India's fortunes rest on one
man, the "little fella" who has
already made this World Cup his
own.

Uneasy Indian
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three for 13 and Glenn McGrath
chippingin with one for 23.

Gillespie has returned home
with a heel injury but Andy Bichel
has stepped into his shoes so easily,
taking 15 wickets at under 10 runs
apiece, that Australia have barely
missed abeat.

Lee now has 20 wickets, terroris-
ing opposition batting line-ups in
the process, and Ponting felt he
could have a crucial effect on
Sunday's match, expected to be
played on a pace-friendly surface.

"If Brett gets it right he could
cause them some trouble," he said.

"There is bound to be some
short stuff but as much as the pace
it is also the length that you bowl
thatisimportant.

"We saw that when Brett got
Ganguly and Sehwag with full
length balls at Centurion and
Shane Bond did the same to them
when New Zealand played India."

Real-MU pick
of the qtrs

£ TNGEER

f‘F #CHAMPS LEAGUE

Dravid to defy pain
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AFP, Geneva

Holders Real Madrid were drawn
against Manchester United Friday
in the tie of the round in the
Champions League quarterfinals.

Inter Milan face Valencia, Ajax
Amsterdam play AC Milan and
Juventus play Barcelona in the
other quarterfinals.

The winners of the Real-United
match take on Juventus or
Barcelonain the semi-finals.

Inter Milan or Valencia face Ajax
or Milanin the other semi.

Ajax-Milan is a replay of the
1995 final when Patrick Kluivert
became the youngest-ever scorer
as the Dutch side won their fourth
title.

THE DRAW

The draw made here on Friday for
the quarterfinals and semifinals of
the European Champions League:

Quarter finals

Real Madrid (SPA) v Manches-
ter United (ENG)

Inter Milan (ITA) v Valencia
(SPA)

Ajax (NED) vAC Milan (ITA)

Juventus (ITA) v Barcelona
(SPA)

Semifinals
Winner of 1 vwinner of4
Winner of 3 vwinner of 2

* Quarterfinals will be played
on April 8-9 and April 22-33.
Semifinals will be played on May
6-7andMay13-14.

Celtic oust
Liverpool

QUEFA CUP

AFP, Liverpool

A stunning solo strike by John
Hartson sent Celtic marching into
the UEFA Cup semifinals Thursday
on one of the most memorable
European nights in the Scottish
champions history.

The Welsh striker, who had
missed a last-minute penalty in
Celtic's League Cup final defeat by
Rangers on Sunday, redeemed
himself in the most spectacular
fashion possible with a 25-yard
drive ten minutes from the end to
cap a 2-0 victory that put Martin
O'Neill's side into the last four 3-1
onaggregate.

Hartson's goal could not have
come at a better time for a Celtic
team that was holding out grimly
under intense pressure after Alan
Thompson's free-kick right on the
stroke of half-time had given them
the edge in a pulsating Anfield
encounter.

Celtic will take on Portuguese
side Boavista in the semis. In the
other semifinal, another
Portuguese giant FC Porto face
Italian powerhouse Lazio

RESULTS AT

A GLANCE

Collated UEFA Cup quarterfinal
resultson Thursday:

AtLiverpool, England

Liverpool (ENG) 0 Celtic (SCO) 2
(Thompson 45, Hartson 81)

(Celticwin 3-1 on aggregate)

AtAthens

Panathinaikos (GRE) 0 FC Porto
(POR) 2 (Derlei, 16,22)

(FCPortowin2-1on aggregate)

Atlstanbul

Besiktas (TUR) 1 (Sergen 83) Lazio
(ITA) 2 (Fiore 5, Castroman9)

(Laziowin3-1 onaggregate)

AtPorto

Boavista (POR) 1 (Luiz Claudio 82)
Malaga (SPA) 0

1_%?%% scoreBnidediove
DRAW

The draw made here on Friday for
the semifinals ofthe UEFA Cup:-

Semi-finals

Celtic (SCO) vBoavista (POR)

Lazio (ITA) vFCPorto (POR)

* Semi, t il 10
angaifinaly sty ige on Apri

; ; Final in Sevillle, Spain on May

Quips & Quotes
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Scottish cricket chief Gwynne
Jones hoping to persuade India's
Rahul Dravid to play for Scotland.
"Everything is on track and the
World Cup final goes ahead as
planned."
Rodney Hartman, the World
Cup organising committee's
communications director, insists
}'iha;l the war in Iraq won't stop the
nal.

AFP, johannesburg

India's vice-captain Rahul Dravid
will continue his role as a
wicketkeeper in Sunday's World
Cup final against Australia despite
aninjured finger.

Dravid, the dependable bats-
man who took over as one-day
wicketkeeper to maintain the
balance in the Indian side, hurt the
middle finger of his left hand dur-
ing Thursday's semi-final win
against Kenyain Durban.

The injury, caused by keeping to
the pace trio of Javagal Srinath,
Zaheer Khan and Ashish Nehra,
saw Dravid concede 16 byes on top
of the 15 wides sent down by the
bowlers.

India have a specialist
wicketkeeper in the squad in 18-
year-old Parthiv Patel, but team
official Amrit Mathur said Dravid
will don the gloves in the final.

"We were a bit worried on

Thursday night, but Dravid says he
will recover and wants to do the job
he has been doing in the World
Cup," Mathur told AFP.

India need Dravid's new-found
skills as a keeper as much as his
batting at number five in a bid to
stop Australia from successfully
defending their title at the
Wanderers on Sunday.

"I had a hard day behind the
stumps during the semi-final, but
my team is in the final now and
that's a big satisfaction," Dravid
told the BBC.

"It'spartofthetrade.

"This World Cup has been
different for me compared to the
last one where I was the highest
run-getter in the tournament.

"I was just a batsman then but
this time I am the vice-captain and
wicketkeeper as well. I have deliv-
ered whenever my team have
required it.

"The responsibilities of the
three jobs are not too much for me
because I think the senior players
of the team have to take on extra
pressure," Dravid said.

Anna extends
casualty list

OTennis

REUTERS, Miami

Anna Kournikova has added
another first-round defeat to her
growing collection after she sur-
rendered in straight sets to Russian
Dinara Safina in the Nasdaq-100
Open.

Kournikova, a Miami resident
whose world ranking has slipped to
66 from a high of eight three years
ago, looked well out of sorts in the

6-1 6-4 loss on Thursday despite
having the support of most of the
noisy Stadium Court crowd.

After dropping the first set
easily, Kournikova battled back to a
3-1 lead in the second, but could
not maintain the momentum and
dropped her next two service
games.

After breaking back to 4-5,
Kournikova's service failed her
again and although she saved two
match points before a wicked
passing shot from Safina ended the
match on the third.

Hot issues top ICC
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retaliatory boycott of both theirs
and South Africa's post World Cup
tours of England

England cricket board chief
David Morgan is due to attend an
Harare board meeting of the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union next
week in a bid to stave off boycott
threats.

But he does not expect a speedy
resolution of the fines' question.

"These are matters for discus-
sion, negotiation and arbitration,"
he told AFP.

Kenya's performance in becom-
ing the first non-Test nation to
reach the World Cup semifinals
they beat three Test sides on the
way before bowing out against
India has strengthened their case
foradmission to the five-day game.

However, Bangladesh, which
like Kenya has no first-class struc-

ture, have performed woefully
since their admission in 2000 and
this experience has made the ICC
hesitant about admitting an 11th
Testnation.

The ongoing refusal of politi-
cians to allow series between India
and Pakistan, as well as security-
inspired boycotts by other nations
in the light of world events, has
disrupted the World Test
Championship created in 2001 and
this toowill be reviewed.

Board members will also receive
anti-corruption reports from
Michael Beloff, chairman of the
ICC's code of conduct commis-
sion.

But as this is only the first of the
ICC's three annual board meetings
the nextis the annual conference at
their Lord's headquarters in June
few decisions are expected this
weekend.

A Cup finale
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When last man Thomson was
caught off a no-ball, hundreds of
West Indian fans ran onto the field
mistakenly thinking their side had
won.

In the chaos that followed
Thomson and partner Lillee kept
running, the umpires eventually
awarding three runs.

Richards once again came to the
fore in 1979 when he hit an
unbeaten 138 and Collis King
smashed 86 off 66 balls after
England had reduced the West
Indies to 99-4.

Four years later, seasoned
Indian all-rounder and captain
Kapil Devturned thefinalin India's
favour when he ran backwards at
mid-wicket to catch out
dangerman Richards for 33 off the
innocuous medium-pace of

Australian paceman Craig
McDermott stole the show in the
1987 final with 5-44, while
Pakistan's Wasim Akram starred
four years later with 33 off 19 balls
and 3-49, including the wickets of
Allan Lamb and Chris Lewis off
successive deliveries.

It was Aravinda De Silva all the
way in 1996 when he took 3-42 and
then hitan unbeaten 107 to help Sri
Lanka avenge the humiliation of
Australia refusing to play in
Colombo for security reasons.

Star spinner Shane Warne took
centre stage in his last World Cup
four years ago with figures of four
for 33 against Pakistan.

Warne missed out this time due
to a failed drugs test, but Sachin
Tendulkar, Saurav Ganguly and
Brett Lee are at hand to raise hopes
that an exhilarating finale could

Sahara boost

AFP, New Delhi

The official sponsors of the Indian
cricket team, Sahara Group, on
Friday offered swanky apartments
to each of the players should they
defeat Australia and return with
the World Cup.

"If the Indian team emerges
victorious in World Cup 2003, each
of its players, coach, physiothera-
pist and physical instructor will get
a 7-star self-sufficient and fully
furnished deluxe apartment," the
sponsors said.

Sahara group, which has inter-
ests ranging from television sta-
tions to airlines, said the dream
homes would be built in a pictur-
esque valley and named the 'World
Champion Enclave.'

"This will be a humble token of
appreciation towards their extraor-
dinary feat that has brought unsur-
passed glory to our nation and to
further encourage them towards
achieving greater heights of suc-
cess forall time to come," it said.

The offer came a day after India
made it to the final of the World
Cup by beating semifinalists Kenya
by91runsin Durban, South Africa.

India will take on defending
champions Australia in the title
clashinJohannesburgon Sunday.

New Delhi city administration
has already waived taxes for life to
players such as batting wonder
Virender Sehwag and fast bowler
Ashish Nehra as they are residents
ofthe Indian capital.

Boycott's
blueprint

AFP, London

England batting legend Geoff Boycott
has” sent Indian captain Saurav
Ganguly a personal masterplan for
sinking”Australia in Sunday's World
Cupfinal.

Making it clear where his ssﬁnpa-
thieslie, Boycott sent Ganguly ahand-
written fax outlining the "keys to
victory in the Johannesburg show-
down; Friday's Daily Mirror revealed.

"You can win the World Cup,"
Boycottwrote. "Be patientand be cool
justdreamyouarewinningit."

Boycott, now a respected cricket
commentator, was unable to attend
the World Cup because he is recuper-
ating at his Yorkshire home following
treatment for throat cancer.

But he has been closely following
the tournament and spelled out to
Ganguly what he believes will deter-
minethe outcome on Sunday.

"Catches and run-outs win
matches. It's an old saying but we
oftenforgetit," Boycottwrote.

"Place the right fielders in the right
glaces. Everyone in your team cannot
e as agile as each other and it's your
gu}tly&/v om to place where and whom
ohide.

"T1X tobe at your best while on the

field. A captain's body language is

gnpogtant so try to be positive all the
me.

"Let_everybody understand that
this is the last opportunity they may
getand do notlose your cool or'argue
with theumpires.

Boycott went on to urge
Ganguly: "You also have to be
selfiSh: "do not throw away your
wicket and focus on the World Cup
only, everything else can wait."'

Well done, Kenya
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semifinal. It came against the
Zimbabweans.

"There was a lot of pressure on
usin this tournament," Tikolo said.

"I think the boys handled the
pressure prettywell."

Saturday's loss to world cham-
pion Australia may give Tikolo's
team as much satisfaction as any of
the wins. Their batsmen recovered
from 3-3, after Brett Lee took the
fourth hattrick in World Cup his-
tory, toscore 174-8.

The bowlers then claimed five
Australian wickets, as the world's
top-ranked team took 31.2 overs to
reach the victory target.

Spinner Asif Karim, who came
out of retirement to play at the
World Cup, took 3-7 from 8.2 overs
torecord the eighth-most econom-
ical figures in World Cup history
against Australia.

The 39- year-old Karim, who
also represented Kenya in Davis
Cup tennis, will return to his career

Madan Lal. stillbe on the cards. asaninsurance broker.
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