DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 16,2003

CULTURE

The Baily Star

RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

March 2-16

The Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University and the Embassy of
Japan is jointly holding a painting
exhibition by Bangladeshi artists
who studied in Japan. The
exhibition takes place at Zainul
Gallery of the Institute. The show is
openfrom2p.m.to8p.m.

February March 18-April 7

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts will hold
a solo exhibition of abstract art by
Mahmudul Haque, one of the major
exponents of the trend in contem-
porary times. The show will be
inaugurated at 6.30 p.m. by Hon-
ourable Minister for Commerce
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury;
the Ambassador of Japan to
Bangladesh Jiro Kobayashi will
also be present. The exhibition will
run through April 7 from 12 p.m.to 8
p.m. everyday.

Dance/Instrumentals
March 15-18
The Indian Council for Cultural
Relations and the High Commis-
sion of India, Dhaka will be present-
ing the following cultural
programmes at three cities in the
country as per following schedule:

Bhangra/Giddha Dance by
Mr. G.P.S. Ahluwalia and his
troupe

March 16, 2003 at National
Museum Auditorium, Dhaka at 7.00

p.m.
March 17, 2003 at rajshahi
Medical College Auditorium,
rajshahiat 07.00 p.m.
Sitar/Surbahar recital by
Mr.Jagdeep Sing Bedi and his

troup

March 17, 2003 at
Musliminstitute, Chittagong, at
07.00p.m.

March 18, 2003 at National
Museum Auditorium, Dhaka at
07.00p.m.
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British legendary rock band
Rolling Stones lead singer Mick
Jagger performs on stage
during their 40th anniversary

world tour in Tokyo on March

Music's breath

Stefan Hussong and Michael Svoboda play at Osmani Memorial Hall

FAYzA HAQ

TEFAN Hussong and
Michael Svoboda , playing
"canzon" and "harmony" on
the accordion and trombone

certainly delighted the audience at
Osmani Memorial Hall recently.

Pausing before going home to
their hotel rooms after the perfor-
mance, Hussong said, " Michael
andI were here together in Dhaka
playing two years ago with a cellist
and this time the Goethe Insititut
wanted us in a different combina-
tion. We've played together for
many years in Germany , made
records together and toured
together. I did not exactly come
from a musical family as although
my father loved music he was nota
musician.

"In this concert we dealt with six
composers though we played
mostly Girolamo Frescobaldi and
John Cage. We combined the two
with the idea to bind together
composers who were far apart in
the time frame as one was from the
seventeenth century and the other
from the twentieth. Although they
were so much apart yet their music
was close and this fascinated us.
Cage's harmonies result from
eighteenth-century music .Al-
though the accordion and trom-
bone are different instrument yet
they are both breathing instru-
ments , one being a keyboard
looking instrument and the other
beingapure wind instrument."

Asked if his travelling during his
tours disrupted his personal life

Hussong said, " Of course I have to
travel alot and accept it as a part of
life. Recently Svoboda andI were
in Japan, USA, Europe and the
Subcontinent. We've been
together since 1996."

Talking about teaching to sup-

plement his income, Hussong said,
"I am a professor at a university in

Germany and I have a class with
students . I think that both the
young men and women are equally
good and that the key to success is
dedication and love for music and
hard discipline to work on an
instrument all your life."

Asked to comment on how he
felt about pop and band music, " I
listen to them very little because
they are just too simple. Jazz is
much more interesting for me
because it has more interesting
and complicating structure
whereas in pop musicitis very easy
tosaywhatis comingnext."

Touching on if he had been
exposed to eastern music in his
tours, Hussong said, " I lived for a
long time in Japan and was
exposed to the music there. The
ancestor of this instrument that I
play is an ancient mouth organ
"shung" (Chinese)or 'sho" (Japa-
nese). As a boy of 12 my first con-
cert in Germany was a concert of
"sitar" and "tabla" and heard it
oftenin Europe."

Michael Svoboda said that he
met Hussong in Stuttgart and since
they have been playing off and on.
Hesaid that his father played alittle
bit of music but there was no onein
his family who was a professional.
He said that at first his people
objected to his career but he felt
that he must do what he had to do
and now after some years they have
got used to the idea of his taking up
music. He said that they played
Cage and Frescobaldi as they had
already made a CD consisting of
the works of the two composers. He
said that the two fitted very well
together though at point they
appeared contrary as one is very
modern and the other is very tradi-
tional but in time they fit harmoni-
cally with each other. The language
they use is based on functional
harmony instead of some tonal
base, he said.

Speaking about his training
Svobodasaid thathe was trained as
a composer. He said that he trav-
elled a lot for his work and that it
was a matter of discipline to be
adjusted to life at home and work.
He said "I'm too busy playing at
concerts and composing to go in
for teaching although occasionally
I do give lessons. I like both com-
posing and playing equally. I do
more playing and I compose when
people ask me to write pieces.
Basically I try to play as many

concerts as possible."

Svoboda said that he followed
contemporary music and thought
that some of the pop productions
are excellent. Jazz is the music that
he plays the most. The choice of the
composers that night belonged to
the Goethe Institute. In his musi-
cology classes he listened to a lot of

Indian music. However during this
particular trip of ten days he spent
a lot of time with the local musi-
cians specially at Chennai. Apart
from that they were at Kolkata and
Sri lanka. They were going back
home via Bangalore and Bombay.
He said that for him the East was
not what he had expected. "We
lived in hotels, rode in taxis and ate
at the best restaurants and that's
not the east. I just have a lot of
different impressions. I found the
saris beautiful though I couldn't
handle the curryeveryday."

About his conch shell composi-
tion that he had played at the
concert he said in conclusion, "
There are some cultures that have
it as a part of their religious cere-
mony. Conch shells were also used
to declare war . I've been playing
the conch shell for about ten years
in public and it's an instrument
that you play like the trombone as
you play it with your lips. The use of
air, the change of rhythms and
pitch aredonewithyourhands."
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Long live 'Band Sangeet'
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'Stentorian’ performing at the Pepsi concert

ELITA KARIM

to how the long gone genera-

tions of this country ever
survived with a meager number of
musical bands or no band con-
certs, which we see a lot of today.
Once again, eager youngsters got
together to catch yet another band
concerton the 11th of thismonth at
the Shishu Academy. Sponsored by
Pepsi and organized by ASHES, a
number of new bands were also
seen performing on the spot. The
older generations were also denied
the pleasure of enjoying the heavy
metal, a very recent form of music
in Bangladesh. However, the six
performing bands boasted off their
knowledge of heavy metal and truly
made the fans rock and roll!

The very first band to entertain
the young crowd was Bedouin.
Despite the Arabic name, Bedouin
performed a couple of popular
western tracks and dutifully
warmed the crowd up and got
everyone into the mood for more.
Fresh and eager members of Kronic
came up next portraying their
'heavy' music talents as well. Pop-
ping up next was Stentorian with a
bunch of extremely energetic
young people. The hall reverber-
ated with the vocal's strength and
confidence.

Next stored in line were the trio
ABC or Artcell, Black and Cryptic
Fate. While the instruments were
being tuned, fans howled with the
entrance of Tony of Black, and
went on to scream louder when
Ershad of Artcelltried his fingers on
Tahsan's keyboards. Jon joined
Ershad and amused the crowd with

: ; OMETIMES it's a wonder, as

their musical feats by trying out
Bryan Adam's Everything I do, I do
it for you. However, realizing that
his fingers are apt better for the
guitar strings, Ershad let go off the
key boards, leaving the fans asking
for more. Young Nafi diverted the
crowd from the monotonous
process of instrument tuning, by
featuring his feats on the drums,
which did keep the crowd awe-
struck forawhile.

After a grueling forty five min-
utes of waiting, the musicians
finally got ready to perform. The
crowd sang the album tracks with
Black. The hall didn't seem to get
tired once Artcell made their
entrance and rocked them all with
their album tracks as well. Finally,
Cryptic Fate had the audience
vibrating within and all the young
hearts were, no doubt, beating at
one pace. These bands were
undoubtedly the main attractions
of the evening, for which the fans
lingered on patiently.

Metal concerts have become
the craze this season, and it's a
pleasure watching youngsters
enjoying them. These concerts,
sponsored by the big-time brand
names are probably the very few
sources of entertainment in the
country today. However, there is
still an urge to all music lovers and
performers to create an enjoyable
and a safe environment for all to
enjoy and cherish the musical

moments for generations to come.

BTV

1210  News Headlines

1215  Shuvessha Nin

12.30  Ajker Shangbadpotro

12.40  Health Bulletin

01.00  Khobor

01.05  Selected Programme

02.00  News Headlines

02.05 Cartoon

02.30  Amader Rannna

03.00  News (English)

03.05  Alor Shotodol

03.35  Shukhi Poribar

04.00  News Headlines

04.05  Bashori

04.30  Nari Protidin

05.00  Khobor

05.05  National Television
Debate Competition

05.45  News For Children

06.00  Khobor- Desh Jonopod

06.10  Gitanjoli

06.35  Programme From
Chittagong Center

07.00  News Headlines
(English) Share Bazaar,
Weather Report

07.05  Mati O Manush

07.35  Shotopful Phutthe Dao

08.00 8 o'clock Bengali News

08.30  Drama Serial: Horek
Rokom

09.00 Drama

10.00  English News at Ten

10.25  News Bulletin

10.30  The X Files

11.30  Late Night News/ News
Headlines

CHANNEL i

Morning Session

06.10  Islamic Programme

07.15  Prothom Sur

09.30  Music Plus

10.00  Ganer Khobor

11.00  Radhunir Ranna

11.30  Flop Show

1215  Tara O Shampa Reza

12.50  Drama Serial: Noksha

02.00 Bengali Feature Film:
Pahari Phul

Evening Session

05.35  Jopnopoder Khobor

05.45  Nilanjona

06.10  Music Plus

06.45  Shushashon Shonglap

07.15  Channeli News

07.45  Ispahanii Tele Quiz
(Question)

07.55  Unnayon Manusher
Jonno

08.25  Drama Serial:
Grihogolpo

09.00 Channel i News

09.31  Ispahanii Tele Quiz
(Result)

09.35  Amar Chobi

10.00  Drama Serial: Dhik
Lokkhobar

10.25  Channel i Mobile Quiz
2525

10.30  Channel i News

11.15  Shangbadpotre
Bangladesh

11.30  Live Telecast of BTV's
Late Night News

1215  Channel i News
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