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City climb

fﬁl Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

City Club climbed into second spot in
the GrameenPhone Premier Division
Cricket League with a 51-run win over
IndiraRoad Krira Chakraat the Fatullah
CricketStadiumyesterday.

Put into bat, the Mirpur club mus-
tered215forthelossofninewickets.

Opener Farucéue Ahmed top-
scored with 45 off 87 balls.
Moniruzzaman and former Indian all-
ggmder Ashish Kapoor added 39 and

Inreply, Indira Road were restricted
to 164 forseven with middle orderKiran
undefeated on49.

City Club's sixth win in eight
matches raised their tally to 32 points,
12 points adrift of leaders and defend-
ing champions Victoria Sporting Club

ohave44 pointsfromninematches.

It was Indira Road's third defeat in
eight matches. They stay in fourth
positionwith 26 points.

ORIENTSC-UTTARASC

In the other match of the day, pro-
moted Orient Sgom‘ng Club trounced
Uttara Sporting Club by eight wickets at
theBangabandhuNational Stadium.

Chasing a paltry Uttara total of 120,
Orienttookonly25overstoscore121.
Opener Masumuddowla ham-
mered a run-a-ball 49 it contained ten
fours while one-down Mahbubul
Eaaﬂnm chipped in with an unbeaten 56-
43.

Earlier, electing to bat first after
winning the toss, Uttara were bundled
outfor120in48.3 overs.

Orient's new ball bowler Aminul
Islamgrabbed threewicketsfor27.
SCOREBOARDS

Scoreboards ofthetwo GrameenPhone
Premier Cricket League matches
yesterday:

CityClubvIndiraRoad KC
Venue: FCS
CITYCLUB

AKapoorcMowlabArafat 32
FaruquestPaponbHumayun 45
MoniruzzamancKiranbRaihan 39

RajincHadibHumayun 20

Hasanrunout 30
MazharulbArafat 15
Kadirlbwb Arafat 0
Jamaluddinrunout 12
Alamgirrunout 2
Tareqnotout 0
Extras: (b-10,1b-5,w-5) 20

Total: For9wktsin500overs) 215

Fall of wickets: 1-41,2-112,3-132,4-159,
5-180,6-210,7-212,8-214,9-215.

Bowler O M R W
Biswas 8 2 38 0
Arafat 10 2 29 3
Imran 10 0 52 0
Raihan 10 0 33 1
Sanjay 2 0 12 0
Humayun 10 0 36 2
INDIRAROADKC
HumayunbAKapoor 37
Paponrunout 13
MowlabJamaluddin 14
KalimlbwbAKapoor 1
HadicAlamgirb Saifullah 18
Kirannotout 49
ArafatstKadirb Saifullah 5
SanjaycKadirb Saifullah 0
Imrannotout 12
Extras: (Ib-5,nb-1,w-9) 15

Total: (For7wktsin500vers) 164

Fall of wickets: 1-51, 2-71, 3-74, 4-76, 5-
112,6-123,7-123.

Bowler O M R W
Alamgir 10 1 25 0
Tareq 10 1 33 0
Saifullah 10 0 45 3
AKapoor 10 0 34 2
Jamaluddin 0 2 22 1
Result:City Clubwonby51 runs.
OrientSCvUttaraSC

Venue:BNS

UTTARASC

Moniruzzaman c&bAminul 6
FaisalcNadimbMahbub 0
Saifullbwb Aminul 11
ArmancSajubAminul 25
MonirulstAzambMufassin 20
SumoncNadimbSaju 2
RashedstAzambAsrek 28
Rabbanirunout 0
AslamcMasumuddowlabRashed5
RakibbAsrek 9
Debabratanotout 1
Extras: (Ib-1,nb-3,w-9) 13

Total: (Alloutin48.3overs) 120

Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-11, 3-43, 4-53, 5-
65,6-89,7-85,8-92,9-105.

Bowler O M R W
Aminul 10 2 27 3
Mahbub 7 0 37 1
Saju 100 4 13 1
Mufassin 10 2 15 1
RHanif 7 3 9 1
Asrek 4.3 0 18 2
ORIENTSC

MasumuddowlabAslam 49
SajetcMoniruzzamanb Debabrata 2
Mahbubnotout 43
Asreknotout 15
Extras: (Ib-4,nb-3,w-5) 12
Total: (For2wktsin25overs) 121
Fallofwickets: 1-19,2-75.

Bowler O M R W
Debabrata 4 1 22 1
Rabbani 3 0 22 0
Rakib 4 0 26 0
Faisal 8 4 14 0
Monirul 2 0 15 0
Aslam 4 0 18 1

Result: Orient SC won by eight
wickets.
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Wasim and Shoaib aside, the
rest of the bowlers have bagged just
13 wickets between them and the
problem is magnified by the high
number of wides and no balls
conceded.

Pakistan conceded 41 extras
against the Netherlands on Tues-
day, the highest in the tournament
so far, surpassing their own tally of
31squandered against Australia.

It may be a different ball game
against India, but Pakistan can't
afford to repeat the same mistakes
if they are to remain in the tourna-
ment.

LINE-UPS
PAKISTAN (from): Waqgar Younis

(captain), Saeed Anwar, Taufeeq
Umar, Saleem Elahi, Younis Khan,
Yousuf Youhana, Inzamamul Hagq,
Shahid Afridi, Abdur Razzaq, Azhar
Mahmood, Wasim Akram, Rashid
Latif, Mohammad Sami, Shoaib
Akhtar, Saglain Mushtagq.

INDIA (from): Saurav Ganguly
(captain), Rahul Dravid, Virender
Sehwag, Sachin Tendulkar, Anil
Kumble, Harbhajan Singh, Javagal
Srinath, Zaheer Khan, Ashish
Nehra, Dinesh Mongia, Parthiv
Patel, Sanjay Bangar, Ajit Agarkar,
Yuvraj Singh, Mohammad Kaif.
Umpires: David Shepherd (Eng)
and Rudi Koertzen (Rsa)
TVumpire: Billy Bowden (Nzl)
Match referee: Mike Procter (Rsa)

FORM GUIDE

AFP, Centurion
Form guide for Pakistan and India ahead of their World Cup Group A game at Super
Sport Park hereon Saturday:
PAKISTAN (won 4 lost 6)
Feb 252003 beatNetherlands by 97 runs Paarl
Feb222003 lostto England by 112 runs Cape Town
Feb 162003 beat Namibiaby 171 runs Kimberley
Feb 112003 lost to Australiaby 82 runs Wanderers
Dec 182002 lost to South Africaby 34 runs Newlands
Dec162002 lostto South Africa by 9 wickets Paarl
Dec132002 lostto South Africa by 62 runs EastLondon
Dec112002 beatSouth Africaby 182 runs PortElizabeth
Dec 82002 lost to South Africa by 132 runs Kingsmead
Dec12002 beatZimbabwe by 70 runs Harare
INDIA (won 6lost 4)
Feb 262003 beatEngland by 82 runs Durban
Feb 232003 beat Namibia by 181 runs

Pietermaritzburg
Feb 192003 beatZimbabwe by 83 runs Harare
Feb 152003 lost to Australia by 9 wickets Centurion
Feb 122003 beat Netherlands by 68 runs Paarl
Jan 142003 lost to New Zealand by 6 wickets Hamilton
Jan 112003 beatNew Zealand by 1 wicket Auckland
Jan82003 beat New Zealand by 2 wickets Wellington
Jan42003 lostto New Zealand by 7 wickets Queenstown
Jan 12003 lostto New Zealand by 5 wickets Christchurch

Magura football

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Niznanduali Sporting Club
became champions in the Econo
Football League at the Magura
Stadium on Friday.

Niznanduali trounced Abul
Hossain Khan Smriti Sangsad 4-1
in the final. The first halt ended
goalless.

Twelve teams took part in the
league that kicked off on
November11,2002.

The final was billed for
December 30 but for unavoidable
circumstances had to be post-
poned.

History is ours
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thatiswhatwe are going for."
Tikolo meanwhile insists his
team, who will all-but seal a place in
the Super Six stage of the World Cup
by beating Bangladesh on Saturday,
are already good enough to play Test
cricket.

"We had spoken about getting
into the Super Sixes before the tour-
nament started. Now we have ahuge
chancetodoit.

"For Bangladesh, in the past few
games their batting has struggled to
putrunsontheboard.

"But we have to remember that
out there on a particular day any-
thing can happen. We just have to
playthematchlikeanyother.

"We have played Bangladesh six
times. We've won five times and
they'vewononce.

"After our victory against Sri
Lanka the boys are upbeat and they
arefocused verystrongly.

"Personally, I think the team we
have right now is capable of taking
partinaTestmatch."

The Kenyans have mainly relied
on spin-bowling in the tournament
to date, but a slightly different policy
may have to be deployed on
Saturday.

Tikolo said: "The history of the
Wanderers shows the pitch doesn't
take a lot of spin. But we will go into
the match with four spinners so we
arecovered.

"In our team we bat right down to
seven, so if one of the Ravindu Shah,
Kennedy Otieno or myself can get a
big score the rest of the batsmen
can playaround him."

Target eight

overs, the second lowest score in
World Cup history and the fourth
worst in all one-day internationals,
astheychased 302 towin.

The lowest World Cup score was
made last week in Paarl when
Canada were dismissed by Sri Lanka
forjust36.

"The pace was bizarre out there.
We have faced such fast bowling
against Pakistan, but we were just
caught in the firing line today," said
Kotze after the 256-run defeat the
heaviest losing margin in one-day
international history.

The Africans' predicament
touched fewnerveswith McGrath.

"I had sympathy for the
Namibians when Lee was bowling,
but there was no sympathy from my
side."

GrameenPhone Premier Cricket
League
Kalabagan KCvBCB DevSquad

Venue: DCS

'Sonic' Akhtar
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feature in Shoaib's photo album.

In 1999, the Pakistan fast bowler
took eight wickets against India in an
Asian Test Championship encounter
in Calcutta, which included bowling
Dravid, then yorking Tendulkar for a
golden ducknextball.

Shoaib, however, failed to
impress in his last big outing despite
his pace, taking one for 63 off nine
oversagainst England at Newlands.

India skipper Saurav Ganguly,
though, acknowledged the threat
posed to his side by the 'Rawalpindi
Express.'

"Our biggest problem is Wasim
Akramand Shoaib Akhtar," he said.

"I regard Wasim as the best left-
arm swing bowler in the world. He is
a magician... He can make the ball
talk.

"I have faced a lot of bowlers and
they all have their qualities. Glenn
McGrath is very accurate, but Wasim
isthebestIhaveseen.

"Itis not easy first you deal with
Wasim and then have Shoaib going
at you from the other end. It is only
after seeing off these two thatyou can
think about Waqar Younis, Saqglain
Mushtaq orAbdul Razzagq.

"It is easy talking about the bowl-
ingfrom outside the ground, butonly
we know how quick he (Shoaib) is
battingfrom 22 yards."

Shoaib however believes that he
could have done better in the 2003
World Cup than his 10 wickets.

"T've struggled because I came
from a seven-week break. But I'm
gettingitrightnow."

But he has succeeded in another,
improbable area. He is leading the
battingaverages for Pakistan.

"Well, these days whenever I
wake up in the morning, Ilook for my
bat (laugi?s). But seriously, I'm very
keen to bat well these days. I know
I've the potential. And it is quite
handy for the team if I contribute 20s
or30s."

One last chance
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cause for concern throughout this
World Cup. We played better
against New Zealand but I feel we
could have scored 240 to 250 had we
not lost those three early wickets",
said Mashud.

Mashud also observed that
Kenya had no world class pace
bowlerslike some of the other teams
and thatcould workin Bangladesh's
favour.

"If you look back at our previous
games excepting the Canada one,
you will see that we lost most of our
wickets to top bowlers like
Chaminda Vaas, Shaun Pollock,
Makhaya Ntini and Shane Bond.
But Kenya don't have such quick
bowlersto cause panic."

Veteran Akram, who has played
against Kenya more times than any
other player in the squad was more
guarded in his assessments of the
opponents.

"Their record is good against us.
Besides, they are playing well in this
World Cup. They have got two
exceptionally good players in their
captain Steve Tikolo and opener
Ravindu Shah. Thomas Odoyo is
also scoring runs. But still I believe

we are a more balanced team," said
Akram.

The experienced right-hander
added that that Kenya also have the
advantage of some inside knowl-
edge about Bangladesh's cricket.

"Tikolo plays regularly in Dhaka
league. So he knows the strength
and weaknesses of our players. On
the other-hand we know little about
them. But that will matter little if we
play our own game because at the
end of the day you need a collective
efforttowinamatch," said Akram.

The hero of Bangladesh triumph
in the ICC Trophy in 1997, Akram
feels that his presence has benefited
theteam.

"I have never been associated
with such a young squad. But I'm
enjoying my time with them. I might
not have scored a lot of runs but I'm
happy to guide players like
Mohammed Ashraful," Akram
remarked.

"All's well that ends well. I hope
we play our best game on Saturday
and the luck smiles on us," said
Akram as he boarded the team bus
waiting to take the cricketers for
theirlast practice session.

Sehwag has a score
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Tendulkar was reverted back as
opener for the World Cup and
responded by top-scoringin four of
the five matches so far to emerge
the tournament's leading run-
getterwith 371 runs.

Sehwag now wants to give the
master abreak.

"It's my turn to get a big one,"
Sehwagsaid on Friday.

"I feel bad when I let the team
down. We can't expect Sachin to
score all the time. I have to do my
bit as well and want to do it against
Pakistan."

An out-of-form Sehwag has the
backingofhis captain.

"Veeru is too good a batsman to
stay away from runs. It is only a
matter of time before he returns to
form. Then all will be well," said
Ganguly.

Sehwag proved he was notjusta
slogger when he scored two centu-
ries on the recent New Zealand
tour at a time when other batsmen
from both teams struggled to put

bat to ball on the treacherous
wickets.

The confidence gained by five
international hundreds under the
belt makes Sehwag one of the
players to watch during the high-
voltage clash on Saturday.

He has a simple formula for
batting: smash the ball because it is
theretobehit.

"I have a natural instinct for
shots. I see the ball not the bowler,"
hesaidrecently.

Sehwag also remains an integral
part of the Test team, a century on
debut at Bloemfontein in
November 2001 giving him that
extra confidence of doing well in
South Africa.

But he will not tolerate being
compared with Tendulkar.

Last summer when an English
journalist asked him what was
common between him and
Tendulkar, Sehwag shot back:
"Nothing. Tendulkar's bank bal-
anceismuchbigger."

WORLD CUP STANDINGS

AFP, johannesburg

World Cup standings after Friday's Group A match between
Zimbabwe and the Netherlands (played, won, lost, tied/no result,

points, netrun-rate):

POOL A

Australia 5 5
India 5 4
England 5 3
Zimbabwe 5 3
Pakistan 4 2
Netherlands 5 0
Namibia 5 0
POOL B

S Africa 5 3
Kenya 4 3
SriLanka 4 3
N Zealand 5 3
Windies 4 2
Canada 5 1
Bangladesh 5 0

0 0 20 +2.49
1 0 16 +1.28
2 0 12 +1.07
2 0 12 +0.50
2 0 8 +0.39
5 0 0 -2.04
5 0 0 -3.322
2 0 12 +2.10
1 0 12 -0.39
1 0 12 +1.73
2 0 12 +0.40
1 1 10 +1.03
4 0 4 -1.69
4 1 2 -2.51

Note 1: Three teams from the group will advance to the super-six

round.

African treats
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Rafique couldn't bowl a single
delivery after being struck by a ball
on his knee against New Zealand at
Kimberly while batting.

"The Bangladesh team are using
one of the worst pads. I haven't
seen such low quality pads being
used even in school cricket," said
physioJohn Gloster.

"We have added extra padding
inside the pads for protection
against faster deliveries. But still
three players received minor inju-
ries playing with those pads,"
lamented the Australian.

AKRAM APPALLED

Akram Khan was a furious man
after receiving the news that his
wife had been verbally taunted by a
group of angry Abahani supporters
inDhaka.

The veteran Abahani batsman,
who had come in as a replacement
for injured paceman Mashrafee
bin-Mortuza, was fuming after his
wife called him to narrate how
some club fans mistreated her
while blaming Akram's absence as
the main reason for Abahani's loss
in a Premier League match against
Kalabaganrecently.

"I'was stunned to learn from my
wife that some supporters of my
club verbally abused her for the
defeat. They even had the audacity
to advice her that I should return
home immediately to play for
Abahani or return my contract
money," said Akram, who is also
the Abahani captain.

"Those who are questioning my
commitment to Abahani should
ask the club officials first about the
money. Abahani still owes me over
the past 14 years," said a disgusted
Akram.

Olonga frozen
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Holland in place of Hondo, but we
have to start by doing something
about this scandal of him not being
allowed to field."

Flower was reportedly going to
be dropped for the game against
Australia for 'gross insubordina-
tion' before his team-mates threat-
ened to go on strike and secured his
placeintheside.

Olonga was last week expelled
by his domestic side, Takashinga
Cricket Club, following his black
armband protest against Namibia.

Flintoff pins hope
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miserly overs at Kingsmead and
then smashed India's attack for
three sixes as he top-scored for
England with 64.

"Irrespective of how I played,
you are disappointed to lose," he
said. "I may have put in a decent
performance but it is the team that
counts. IfI'd gone for nought for 80
and got a duck, it wouldn't have
mattered if England had won.

"I'm working on my game and
trying to improve. Maybe it has
taken longer than people thought,
including myself, but I'm working
hardand tryingto getbetter."

Flintoff was sent home early
from England's recent tour to
Australia after failing to recover
from hernia surgery and had to
prove his fitness before being
included in the World Cup squad.

Hemade hisinternational return
in the second match of the triangu-
lar series final against Australia in
Melbourne, where England came
within five runs of victory.

"I was very disappointed with
the groin," Flintoff said. "I did my
rehab but wasn't quite right when I
went out there and had to go home
and get fit for the World Cup.

"When I was at home, the spe-

cialist couldn't guarantee thatI'd be
alright for the World Cup. In
December, when I sat down with
him, he painted a pretty grim pic-
ture so I'm just very, very happy to
behere.

"When I went home, I was still in
some discomfort but, a week before
Iwe in,iti "

Quips & Quotes
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Pakistan and India will not lead to
more regular matches between the
twonations.

"Wewant to win, notonly because it
is Pakistan, but we want to take as
g@aqy points as we can into the Super

ix.

Indian captain Saurav Ganguly.
"We don't want to leave it to other
teams to decide our fate. We have to
win.

Pakistan captainWaqarYounis.

"I hope I can get eight now against
England."

Australian paceman after taking
World Cup record figures on 7-15
againstNamibia.

"He has a lion heart, walks like a
lionand hasthestrengthofalion.”

Kenyan skipper Steve Tikolo on
Collins Obuya who bowled his team
tovictoryover SriLanka.

Memorable Indo-Pak ties

))% ICC Cricket World Cup
| SouTH AFRICA 2003

AFP, Centurion

Memorable one-day matches
between Pakistan and India who
clash in the World Cup Pool A
match at SuperSport Park here on
Saturday:

March 22,1985, Sharjah, UAE

The first match between the two
countries on neutral ground in
Sharjah ended in a sensational 38-
run win for India. India
successfully defended a paltry 125
as Pakistan stumbled for 87.

April 18,1986, Sharjah, UAE

Needing four to win off the last
ball, Javed Miandad hit a six over
mid-wicket off Indian seamer
Chetan Sharma to pull off a one-
wicket win for Pakistan. Chasing
the Indian target of 246, Miandad
held the innings together to remain
unbeatenon116.

October 25,1991, Sharjah, UAE

Pakistan's Aaquib Javed
claimed 7-31, including a hattrick
to remove Ravi Shastri,
Mohammad Azharuddin and
Sachin Tendulkar to help his team
win by 72 runs in the Champions
Trophy. India, who were forced to
batinnear darkness, did notplayin
Sharjah for two yearsin protest.

March 9, 1996, Bangalore,
India

Venkatesh Prasad and Anil

Kumble took three wickets apiece
to help India win the World Cup
quarterfinal by 39 runs. India made
287-8 with Navjot Sidhu making 93
and Ajay Jadeja 45 off 25 balls.
Pakistan stumbled after arollicking
start to finish on 248-9. Pakistani
captain Wasim Akram, who pulled
outofthe match at thelast moment
due to a shoulder injury, received
death threats after the loss and his
Lahore home was stoned.

January 18, 1998, Dhaka,
Bangladesf‘ll

India chased a then world
record of 315 runs to win the best-
of-three Independence Cup final.
Centuries from Saeed Anwar and
Ijaz Ahmed in Pakistan's innings
were followed by Saurav Ganguly's
124 as India won in near darkness
through a last-over boundary by
Hrishikesh Kanitkar.

June 3, 2000, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

The last match between the two
teams, part of the Asia Cup, saw
Pakistan win by 44 runs. Yousuf
Youhana's last ball six gave him a
century and lifted Pakistan to 295-7
from 50 overs. India were bowled
out for 251 despite Jadeja's 93 that
included eight boundaries and

four sixes.

FACTBOX

one-day cricket:

First match: October 1, 1978,
Quetta, Pakistan. India won by four
runs.

HIGHEST TOTAL

India316-7, Dhaka 1997-98
Pakistan 314-5, Dhaka 1997-98

LOWEST TOTAL
India 79, Sialkot 1978-79
Pakistan 87, Sharjah 1984-85

HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL SCORE

Pakistan: 194 Saeed Anwar, Madras
1997-98 (world record)

India: 141 Saurav Ganguly,
Adelaide 1999-2000
BEST BOWLING

Pakistan: 7-37 Aaquib Javed,
Sharjah 1991-92
India: 5-16 Saurav Ganguly,
Canada 1997-98

World Cup: Played: 3 India: 3
Pakistan: 0

HEAD TO HEAD

Played M P/won I/won N/R Tied
InIndia: 14 10 4 0 0
In Pakistan: 15 10 3 2 0
Neutral venues 56 32 22 2 0

Snail-paced Maraj
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REUTERS, East London

There were shades of Sunil
Gavaskar at Buffalo Park on
Thursday when Canadian World
Cup batsman Ishwar Maraj pro-
duced the second most tedious
one-dayinnings ofall time.

The snail-paced Maraj faced
155 deliveries 25 overs and five
balls out of Canada's 50 overs
against South Africa in their Pool B
match to carry his bat through the
innings for 53 notout.

Twenty-eight years ago
Gavaskar, one of the great batsmen
of his age, inexplicably batted
through 60 overs to score a sopo-
rific 36 not out as England beat
India by 202 runs at Lord's on the
first day of the inaugural World
Cup.

Perhaps Gavaskar had not yet
quite grasped the one-day rules
and thought he was playing for a
draw.

Dennis Amis, that same day,
had scored 137 from 147 balls out
of England's total of 334 for four,
including 72 in boundaries.
Gavaskar %aced 174 balls and hit
one four.

Maraj, who clearly knew the
rules but was simply intent on
dogged survival, may be slow to
grasp what he achieved on
Thursday.

The 34-year-old left-hander
became only the eighth opening
batsman in World Cup history to

bat through aninnings.

He also faced more balls than
any other batsman in the 2003
World Cup to date.

ISHWAR MARAJ

Zimbabwe's Craig Wishart
faced four balls less to score 119
more runs 172 not out against
Namibia earlier in the tournament.
Sachin Tendulkar of India scored
152 off 151 balls, also against
Namibia, while Herschelle Gibbs
made 143 against New Zealand off
141 deliveries.

Maraj's innings was putinto the
clearest context by Darren
Lehmann. The Australian hit a
World Cup record of 28 more than
half of Maraj's final score off the
last six balls of the innings, again
against Namibia, toend on 50 off 31
deliveries.

When South African television
panned around the stands and
grass banks at Buffalo Park avenue
flanked by a cemetery they picked
out several sleeping spectators.
Historic achievements can do that
toyou, sometimes.

THE UNCONQUERED HEROES

Followingis alist of players who has carried bat through innings:

Sunil Gavaskar 36 India (132-3) vEngland Lord's 1975
GlennTurner 171 NZ(309-5) vEast Africa Birmingham 1975
GeoffMarsh 126 Australia (251-8) vNZ Chandigarh 1987-88
RameezRaja 102 Pakistan (220-2) vWI Melbourne 1991-92
Andy Flower 115 Zimbabwe (312-4) vSL. NewPlymouth 1991-92
GaryKirsten 188 SouthAfrica (321-2) vUAE Rawalpindi 1995-96
RidleyJacobs 49 WI (110) vAustralia Manchester 1999
NeilJohnson 132 Zim (259-6) vAustralia Lord's 1999
Ishwar Maraj 53 Canada (136-5) vSA EastLondon 2002-03

Note: Among these players only Ridley Jacobs has carried his bat through an all-
out innings. Every other batsman has carried has bat through overs allocation.
Innings where the scheduled number of overs was reduced are included provided

thatboth sides had the same allocation.

Red alert

FROM PAGE 16

mentand, so far, they've been great
additions to the spectacle of the
games. We're hoping that good spirit
will continue, and there won't be
trouble. But if there is, we have con-
tingencies in place to deal with
whateverarises."

When India and Pakistan last met
in the Test arena in mid-1999, every
fan at Calcutta's Eden Gardens was
evicted after slabs of concrete were
thrown at players. Only media,
ground staff, corporate guests and
security remained through to
stumps.

Ronan is confident such drastic
measures won't be necess on
Saturday. After all, few incidents
were reported in June 2000, durin;
the last one-day match playe
between the two sides in Bhaka,
Bangladesh.

Still, security personnel have

been well-versed in methods of
dealing with violent outbreaks and
their preparation is due largely to the
workofaformerNSWpolicecI‘:ief.

World Cup organisers attended
the Sydney Olympics and met Peter
Ryan's staff. All aspects of event
security were discussed; many
points were incorporated into South
Africa's plan. And in the past few
years, Ronan's staff have attended
events such as the Salt Lake City
Winter Olympics and the soccer
World Cup to ensure cricket's secu-
rity plans were world-class.

"I think it's fair to say this is as
comprehensive as a Elan gets,"
Ronan said. "So far, we haven't had
to curb off any serious threats, and
even after all the talk of Zimbabwe
and Kenya, everything has gone off
withoutahitch.

"In some cases, when Zimbabwe

or Kenya were short on resources the
[South African] government pitched
in to help. It has been a team effort,
evenacrossdifferent countries."

Ronan conceded security organ-
isers were disappointed upon learn-
ing of New Zealand's forfeit to Kenya
and England's forfeit to Zimbabwe.

Those pull-outs, he added, may
well haunt those sides as the tourna-
ment progresses, and four competi-
tion points mean the difference
between qualifying or not for the
super Six.

"We're just hoping that because
of the great distances some of these
fans have travelled to watch these
games, that goodwill will prevail,"
Ronan said. "And the only thing that
people talkabout afterwards is about
the great game of cricket that was
played. If that happens, we've done
ourjob."

Minnows'
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Patil to say earlier this week: "To
tell you the truth, if Bangladesh can
play Test cricket, there is no reason
whywe can't.

"I think we are as good as them,
if not better. Our time will come,"
the former India batsman added.

"The talent in this team
deserves Tests but it's not in our
hands.

"Our job is to play good cricket,
to put the scores on the right track
and that will push our case and
makeitstronger.

"It's not talent that's lacking, it
isexposure."

The record books certainly
support his view in six previous
one-day internationals between
the two countries, Kenya have won
fiveto Bangladesh's one.

Bangladesh will be well aware
how determined the Kenyans will
be after their magnificent 53-run
win over Sri Lanka in Nairobi,
where leg spinner Collins Obuya
tookfivefor24.

The victory was as big an
achievement as Kenya's other
major World Cup upset when they
beat West Indies in the 1996 tour-
nament.

Obuya's brother, Kennedy
Otieno, top-scored against the Sri
Lankans, just as he did in Kenya's
last game against Bangladesh,

Cup final

dating back four years to 1999
whenhemade 120 in Dhaka.

Kenya won that encounter by 73
runs and the previous game of that
tournament by eight wickets,
current skipper Steve Tikolo hitting
106 off 111 balls and Maurice
Odumbe 58 notout.

South Africa captain Shaun
Pollock, speaking after his side had
beaten the Kenyans at the
Champions Trophy in September,
said: "Kenya is the best of all the
non-Test playing nations, no
doubt. Some might argue they are
even better than Bangladesh."

LINE-UPS
BANGLADESH (from): Khaled

Mashud (captain), Al Shabhriar,
Alok Kapali, Habibul Bashar,

Hannan Sarker, Ehsanul Haque,
Sanwar Hossain, Khaled Mahmud,
Manjurul Islam, Akram Khan,
Mohammad Ashraful, Mohammad
Rafique, Talha Jubair, Tapash
Baisya, Tushar Imran.

KENYA (from): Steve Tikolo (cap-
tain), Maurice Odumbe, Asif
Karim, Alpesh Vadher, Ravindu
Shah, Hitesh Modi, Brijal Patel,
Martin Suji, Tony Suji, Thomas
Odoyo, Kennedy Otieno, Joseph
Angara, Peter Ongondo, David
Obuya, Collins Obuya.

Umpires: Asoka De Silva (Sri) and
Neil Mallender (Eng)

TVumpire: Simon Taufel (Aus)

Match referee: Ranjan Madugalle
(Sri)

HEAD TO HEAD

AFP, johannesburg

Head-to-head record of matches between Kenya and Bangladesh ahead of their
World Cup Group B game at the Wanderers here on Saturday:

March241999  Kenyawonby73runs Dhaka
March201999  Kenyawonby8wickets Dhaka
May 231998 Kenyawon by 28 runs Madras
May 171998 Bangladesh won by 6 wickets Hyderabad
Oct 151997 Kenyawon by 8 wickets Nairobi
Oct 101997 Kenyawon by 150 runs Nairobi
Total matches played: 6

Kenyawins: 5 Bangladesh wins: 1
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