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Owen waltzes into history

'Battle of Britain' guaranteed

.ﬁx
UEFA CUP

AFP, Liverpool

Michael Owen scored the critical
opening goal in Liverpool's 2-0
UEFA Cup victory over Auxerre on
Thursday night to equal Ian Rush's
clubrecord of 20 goals in Europe.

Owen ran on to a through ball
from Danny Murphy midwa
through the second half and,
running straight at the keeper,
touched the ball into the net for
his 20th European goal in 41
matches.

Welshman Rush was Liverpool's
top targetman during their glory
years in the late 70's and early 80's
when they won three European
Cups but now Owen has matched
his goal-scoring exploits.

A modest Owen said afterwards
when questioned about his record-
breaking performance: "It's just
satisfying to get into the next
round."

Liverpool will now face Celtic in
a Battle of Britain quarter-final
fixture after the Scots got past VIB
Stuttgart despite losing 3-2 in
Germany.

Murphy scored a 30-year second
goal thanks to a spectacular gaffe
by Auxerre keeper Fabien Cool who
failed to save a shot aimed straight
athim.

Liverpool boss Gerard Houllier
picked arguably his strongest side
in a bid to secure the Anfield side's
placein thelast eight.

Gerrard and Murphy were
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OWEN IS COOLER! Liverpool superstar Michael Owen places the ball into the net past Auxerre's goalkeeper Fabien

Cool atAnfield on February 27.

paired in central midfield with El
Hadji Diouf down the right and
John Arne Riise on the left.

It meant Dietmar Hamann had
to settle for a place on the bench,
although Stephane Henchoz
returned to central defence.

Auxerre, as expected, had
French international sensation
Djibril Cisse back to lead the attack
after suspension, the only change
from Guy Roux's side from the first
leg with Benjamin Mwaruwari
droppingto the bench.

Liverpool looked nervous and
uncertain as they defended their

slim, 1-0 lead from the first leg in
France.

On 34 minutes, Riise laid the ball
back to Murphy, whose instant
flick with the outside of the boot set
up Emile Heskey for an eight-yard
header that flew just over the cross-
bar.

But one flash of class from Cisse
was always likely to change the
situation, and it almost came on 38
minutes when he emerged on the
left of the box to unleash alow drive
thatjustmissed the far post.

In the second half, Liverpool
finally got the goal they desperately

needed but had barely looked like
achieving.

Owen took a Murphy pass,
fractionally onside, strode on and
lifted the ball gently past Cool and
into the bottom corner.

The tie was ended as a contest in
the 73rd minute when Gerrard fed
Murphy some 30 yards out and the
tough midfielder's well-struck
drive was too hot for Cool to han-
dle.

Houllier could now start think-
ing about Sunday and Manchester
United in the League Cup final and
Henchozwas taken off to allow Igor

Biscaninto defence.

Owen almost added another
just before the end when he hurled
himself at Vladimir Smicer's cross
and lifted his shot over the bar.

RESULTS AT

A GLANCE

Collated UEFA Cup {‘ourth round,

second legresults on Thursday:

AEK Athens (Gre) 0 Malaga (Spa) 1
(Sanchez28)

Malagawin 1-0 on aggregate
Besiktas (Tur) 4 (Pancu 41,
Ronaldo Guiaro 61, Ahmet
Dursun 66, Ilhan 70) Slavia Prague
(Cze) 2 (Dostalek 77-pen,
Hrdlicka 84)

Besiktaswin 4-3

VIB Stuttgart (Ger) 3 (Tiffert 38,
Hleb 75, Mutzel 87) Celtic (Sco) 2
(Thompson 13, Sutton 15)
Celticwin 5-4

Anderlecht (Bel) 2 (Jestrovic 69,
80) Panathinaikos (Gre) 0
Panathinaikos win 3-2

Liverpool (Eng) 2 (Owen 66,
Murphy 73) Auxerre (Fra) 0
Liverpoolwin 3-0

Denizlispor (Tur) 2 (Martin 52,
Ozkan 58) FC Porto (Por) 2
(Deerlei 42, Clayton 84)

Portowin 8-3

Wisla Krakow (Pol) vLazio (Ita)
postponed due to frozen pitch
1stleg:3-3

Boavista (Por) 1 (Avalos 85)
Hertha Berlin (Ger) 0

3-3 on egate, Boavista go
through g’rgﬁarwgy g(’)als 4
(I)Egg(l)lTER-FINALS ON MARCH

Besiktas (Tur) v Wisla Krakow
(Pol) or Lazio (Ita)

Malaga (Spa) v Boavista (Por)
Celtic (Sco) vLiverpool (Eng)

FC Porto (Por) v Panathinaikos
(Gre)

His bat does
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hissenior partner.

Ten days ago, Tendulkar did his
one bit of talking by making an
appeal to India supporters not to
lose faith in the team after the nine-
wicket drubbing against defending

Serie A preview

All roads lead to Turin

Primera Liga preview

Real focus on
home front

AFP, Madrid

Betting frenzy
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the country. But in Bombay, the
stakes are much higher said Vagal.
Vagal estimated the city has more
than 100,000 punters and more
than 100 bookies for cricket alone.

Careful not to stay in one place
too long, the bookies use mobile
phonesin cars and vans. The bigger
ones work out of posh apartments
coding bets on computers. Some
even check into five-star hotels to
avoid suspicion.

Some 25 bookmakers have been
arrested in a crackdown over the
past two weeks but the sweep
hardly created a dent in the busi-
ness: the maximum fine is just
1,000 rupees and most of the
arrested are released on bail, the
officer said.

Indian bookies hit the headlines
three years ago when allegations of
match-fixing shook the cricket
world.

Former South African captain
Hansie Cronje, who died last year
in a plane crash, admitted accept-
ing 130,000 dollars in bribes from
bookies toinfluence matches.

After the scandal broke, Indian
cricket authorities banned former
captain Mohammad Azharuddin
and Test batsman Ajay Sharma
over match-fixing allegations after
an independent inquiry into a
federal police report on corruption
in cricket.

Theydeny anywrongdoing.

Bombay police are particularly
concerned about the power of the
heads of organised crime gangs
who have fled the country but run
extortion and gambling rackets by
'remote control.'

"Big-time organised cricket
betting is run and controlled by
these gangsters based mainly in
Dubai and Karachi,'" said a senior
Central Bureau of Investigation

official.

Besides raking in millions of
rupees, the gangsters, some of
whom are die-hard cricket fans,
offer protection to bigbookies.

""You can't even begin to imag-
ine the kind of money we make,"
said a bookie who did not wish to
be named. "Gold and diamond
merchants here think nothing of
sinking a few million rupees in
bets."

W.H. Khan, a 24-year-old soft-
ware professional, bets with one of
the city's biggest bookies, a rich
textile trader working out of build-
ings he owns in south Mumbai with
private guards to ensure strangers
donotstrayinwhen amatchison.

To maintain alow profilein case
his bookie is busted, Khan never
bets more than 500 rupees a time.
Buthe'shooked.

"It's like an addiction. When
youwinit'ssuchahigh."

It's only a sport
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political issue it has nothing to do
with Kashmir and missile testing."

The fact that Pakistan need to
beatIndia to stay in the hunt for the
Super Sixes has added extra spice
to an already highly-charged
encounter.

"I’know it is a high voltage game
as everyone is saying but I am sure
that despite the hype, both teams
will exhibit true sportsmanship
and prove to be ambassadors of the
game as well as their countries,"
said 68-year-old Khan, who was
born in Bhopal in India before
migrating to Pakistan.

Khan described Indian sports
minister Vikram Verma's views
that the World Cup match will not
lead to a revival of cricket ties
between Pakistan and India, as
"disappointing."

"l am disappointed at his
remarks and am always of the
opinion that sports and politics
should notbe intertwined.

"Let the public sentiment be the
judge and prove that cricket should
goon."

Khan managed Pakistan team's
last tour to India in 1998-99 despite
threats of disruption from Hindu
fundamentalists.

"We had a wonderful tour of
India and despite the tension, we
were treated like heroes every-
where."

No Indian team has toured
Pakistan since 1989-90 after the
Indian government banned bilat-
eral ties in protest at Islamabad's
alleged support to militancy in
Kashmir.

Both the nuclear rivals have
fought two wars over the disputed
region and a third one was averted
last year after millions of troops
were deployed following an attack
on the Indian parliament which
New Delhi blamed on Pakistan-
based militants.

Khan seeslittle chance of revival
of cricket between the two coun-
tries.

"I feel at the moment the cli-
mate is not viable. If India leaves it
to its cricket board and its people,
the ties can berevived soon."

Veteran Pakistan bowler Wasim
Akram agreed Saturday's match
should notbe treated as war.

"It's surely not a war. The play-
ers all have a good relationship and
when we go out it's just a game of
cricket," said Wasim, who led
Pakistan on the tour of India three
years ago.

"The tension is just because we
don't play each other more often
and once matches are revived the
tensionwill beless," he said.

"It was the same hype before
our match in the 1999 World Cup
andIhopeallendswell."

Batttle within Battle

Passions run
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the airport," said Ashok Jadhav,
who organised a protest against the
Indian side earlier this month.

The situation has eased since
because of India's three straight
wins against Zimbabwe, Namibia
and England, but there are fears a
defeat to Pakistan could quickly
change things.

The passion aroused by India v
Pakistan matches is so intense that
on at least two occasions troops
from the losing side have opened
fire across the ceasefire line divid-
ing Kashmir.

Life will come to a virtual stand-
still in the region with millions
glued to their televisions.

"It's like a war for us. Whether
India wins the World Cup or not,
they must beat Pakistan at all
costs," said New Delhi cricket fan
Samir Malhotra.

The equation for both teams,
therefore, is simple win atall costs.
The problem is that only one of
them can.

"India will take heart from the
fact that they've never lost to
Pakistan in their three previous
World Cup meetings. But they
can'tafford to take it easy, cricket is
a funny game and there's always a
firsttime," said Wadekar."

The Indian government has
suspended all bilateral cricket
between the two countries due to
tensions over the disputed
Himalayan region of Kashmir, but

; : " . . . ) Having acquired a lifeline in their bid has not been opposed to matches
champions Australia. @ Football '"The important thing about Siro, a result that left Inter's hopes | (/ retagin the Champions League, Real at multi-team events in neutral
. losing is that you learn from itand  ofadvancing to thelast eighthang- | Madrid now switch their sights to venues.
¥ improve. ingin the balance. domestic matters and a win at Alaves
S50 Sierra Leone striker Kallon | on Saturday is vital if they are to keep | FROM PAGE 16 The teams last played last
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BTV
Cricket World Cup 2003
Preliminary Round
Bangladesh vs Kenya
Live at 1:45 pm

ESPN

Taking Guard Day 21

AFP,Rome

Joint leaders Juventus and Inter
Milan come face to face on Sunday
night at the Delle Alpi stadium
where the winner will claim sole
ownership of first place in Italy's
SerieA.

Both teams have 48 points from
22 matches, two more than third-
placed AC Milan who welcome
Atalanta to the San Siro earlier in
the day.

Juventus must pick themselves
off the floor after Tuesday's 3-0

"Let's hope we can put things
righton Sunday."

Juventus vice-president Roberto
Bettega said the match against
Inter was important but not deci-
sive.

"The game is significant as both
teams have a great tradition and in
the last couple of years there has
been something at stake between
us," said the former Juventus and
Italystar.

"But last season showed us that
you must also win matches against
the so-called smaller teams if you
want to win the title. Youneed to be

damaged his right Achilles tendon,
while Morfeo and Frenchman
Dalmat suffered thigh strains
against the Spaniards.

The unfortunate trio joined
Hernan Crespo, Matias Almeyda,
Okan Buruk and Emre Belozoglu
onthetreatment table.

Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti
believes his side have an advantage
over title rivals Juve and Inter,
having already clinched their place
in the last eight of the Champions
League on Tuesday.

"I'm pleased we have qualified

up the pressure on league leaders Real
Sociedad.

The 1-1 draw at Borussia
Dortmund on Tuesday, thanks to an
injury time equaliser from second-
half substitute Javier Portillo, settled
nerves and now means qualifying for
the Champions League quarter-finals
isentirelyin theirown hands.

On the home front though Madrid
must rely on their Basque rivals sliﬁ)—
ping up if their hopes of ending t
season as Spanish champions are to
reach fruition although Vicente Del
Bosque knows that a victory at Alaves
could induce a fit of the jitters at
Sociedad.

norespite from both ends.

Ganguly, the elegant left-
hander, is tentative against genu-
ine pace, and Shoaib is well aware
of that. But the Indian captain's
return to form with a century
against Namibia augurs well for the
team.

Ganguly's form will be crucial
for India because he has the tem-
perament and shots to succeed,
having scored more than 1,000
runs against Pakistan with two
centuries.

INZAMAMUL HAQ

India's scheme of things as he has
the variations to keep the batsmen
guessing. He has the ability to keep
pressure from one end, forcing
rival batsmen to take risks from the
other.

This will be the turbanator's first
one-dayer against Pakistan,
reputed to play spin better than
Australia or South Africa.

JAVAGAL SRINATH V SAEED
ANWAR

The two ageing stars are looking to
bow out of cricket with a bang and
what better stage than an India-
Pakistan gametodoit.

played a one-day match in June,
2000 at the Asia Cup in Dhaka.

The sides have been involved in
some memorable games.

In 1986, former Pakistan cap-
tain Javed Miandad hit a last-ball
six against India in the final of the
inaugural Australasia Cup in
Sharjah.

A year earlier India defended a
meagre 125 to beat Pakistan in an
international final at the same
ground.

. humiliation at home to English arv ofthese exploding mines." With Raul Gonzalez doubtful due IIQ "You can never be certain who'll
WC Cricket 'I:alk Show giants Manchester United ing the v ]?e,:ttega saigphe Wags not overly Eﬁf;‘éﬁftﬂgfﬂ&;ﬁ‘&gﬁﬁ,ﬁ%ﬁgfﬁ to a badly bruised foot, Del Bosque RBHA]ANASINGH , Indian seamer Srinath may not | i petween them, but you can be
Live at 12:00 pm Champions League. ning with Sunday's game with | 1y decide to give Tuesday's hero | Inzamam, Pakistan's premier have Shoaib's menacing pace, but

English Premier Football League
Newcastle United vs Chelsea

Despite enjoying plenty of

concerned by the threat of Italy's
leading goalscorer Christian Vieri,

Atalanta - this is our first thought,"

Portillojusthissecondleague start.
One man definitely missing on

batsman, appears to have lost his

relies on his experience to provide
crucial early breakthroughs.

certain of good cricket," Wadekar
said.

g : o : tite for runs after shedding
! possession and hitting the wood- who despite not scoring in the hesaid. Saturday is French ‘international | SPP€ - - - . . .
Live at 6:25 pm work twice, Juventus fell victim to  Champions League this season has "In March we have three games midfielder Claude Makelele. Jose }Nelght’ having ;nade]ust 10runsin He is bowling remarkably well in °
& United's swift counter-attacks netted21timesforInterinSerieA. h d we h be i Maria 'Guti' Gutierrez is his likely | 'OUrinningssolar. the twilight of his career, having Help me Vlv
which exposed their flat-footed "ieri is confident in front of AU nome and we hope to be in a | replacement. But he remains one of the finest ~ spared India's bowling blushes on

West Ham United vs Tottenham Hotspur
Live at 8:55 pm

defence.

goal, that goes without saying,"

strong position after that."

Luis Figo will also face a late fitness
test after straining a muscle in his right

strokeplayers in the modern game
capable of dominating both pace

the recent tour of New Zealand. On

his old shoulders rests India's
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. h Juve's defeat means they still Bettegaadded. 1 i ) . h ¢ hing Paki > | Inzamam hoped the record will be
Primera Liga have a lot of work to do to join "But games are not decided by FIXTURES egagainstthe Germans. and spin. Like Tendulkar, tOpkes 0 kcontalnlng akistanl | getrightagainstIndia.
Alaves vs Real Madrid United in the quarter-finals. one player alone and on Sundayhe | Saturday (1400 GMTkick-offunless | | SAIé ﬁg:ﬁ“ﬁi?sf?{re?laﬁi Wclig br‘iam%e {Ezimﬁim glas the knack of working ~ stroke-makers. . "I am sure a century is just
Live at 2:30 am (Sunday) Luciano Moggi, Juventus' gen- will be up against the (joint) best | stated): Brescia v Bologna (1700 the%ncoumer ofa fragtgmaj Clagh wit eballinthe gaps. ) hsnnaéh is only otger %OWIeT 1% around the corner and if it comes
STAR Sports eral director, said he hoped the defenceintheleague." GMT), ParmavModena (1930GMT) | | his brother and Real Madrid defender | %nzgm_am l}llas_ aPrell:_)utan'on 10 i(ufin%)rlle tlgréatenig;e thar 300 (‘)Ar?el_ against India, I will be the happiest
Taking Guard Day 21 lesson dished out by United would Inter coach Hector Cuper's |Sunday:ACMilanvAtalanta, Chievo | | 1Van. efend since he is Pakistan's sec- . 8 man."
WC Cricket Talk Show make his p]ayers doubly deter- biggest headache is flndlng 11 fit Tori I ¢ Inter Mil Real Sociedad this week celebrated ond—hlghest scorer against India dayw1ckets. A laid-back cricketer known for
. mined to see off Scudetto rivals  playersfor Sunday's clash Vv torino, Juventus v inter VAN | | g5, months on top of the Spanish first | after veteran opener Saeed Anwar, Anwar has always been a thorn . .
Live at 12:00 pm Inter attheweekend. h d Kall ) . (1930 GMT), Perugia v Lazio, | | divisionand theyintendtohangonto | havingmade 1,449 withtwo centu- in India's side since making a his poor running between the
Follow Through Day 21 "This was certainly a defeat that Mg\ffzoa;ﬁglgte Kﬁag%a?gﬁexéig Piacenza v Como, Reggina v their pole pOSitiOIl at Valladolid on riesin 44 matches. magnjﬁcent 194 at Madras in 1997, WICl;etdS.' Inzzfimanéon(;e Cl];argdedt(?n
WC Cricket Programme will leave its mark," said Moggi a]| ked i pW dnesdav's 0-0 | Udinese, RomavEmpoli Sunday. , His duel with star Indian off- which remains the highestindivid- | a2 Indian fan, bat in hand, for
. . \ . . all crocked In Wednesday's They lead wth 47 points from 23 ; Harbhaian Sineh duri ual score in one-dav cricket. The | callinghimapotato.
Live at 10:00 pm after Tuesday's match in Turin. draw with Barcelona at the San ames but Real Madrid and Valencia | Spinner Harbhajan Singh during y
8 i ; the middle overs will be a match  left-hander was recalled for the But he says age has mellowed
are only two points in arrears, with the A : : .
S Européan and world club champions | Withinamatch. Inzamam has often World Cup to provide experienceat | him.
N PY P ahead of the re?ning Spanish cham- | driven the spinners to the brink of %hed“f’p oftkﬁalogderbut h_asl{;:lulelq to "T am more matured and can
ions on goal difference. despair with his excellent footwork  find form. The born-again Muslim, g 0 iqn
tar i} Valengia will be hoping to recover | andtiming. who sports a WG Grace:like beard, E)artlt(: gcl)lc}),cf glcté)crl:r\ilrill}\:\?igzlgﬁtlﬁ?glvg
W ZZ IqD gofm t%e shock of their %‘0 home Harbhajan will be the key in hop'estlhf(:l' will rectify matters disappointment.”
efeat by Roma in the Champions againstIndia. :
League on Wednesday but must be
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g ' . Total:(For8wktsin500vers) 301 y Coruna (1600), Valladolid v Real a cold UL XA L blue Today's Cryptaquip Clue: O cquals M
School Address Hitler' and the other claiming 'Zimba Umpires; Steve Bucknor (WIs) and ' Flulo| TP [A] T EEIL AlM ¥ yptoquup q
----------- bwe NeedsJustice.' Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-82, 3-135, 4-165, Wijewardene (Sri) Sociedad (1600), Villarreal v Rayo maybe 3 : : maon i i
5-245 6-274.7-281.8-301 TyronneWijewardene (Sri] X X Y O|N|ENEBIO|S|HIME|I|R|E g The Cryploquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for
......................... Some spectators started to sing as 229 , ’ TVUmpire:Nadeem Ghouri (Pak) Vallecano (1600), Atletico Madrid v| | 34 Links cloleMER[1 [EMGIE[T|s| 45 Pinch another. It you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the
olice moved in to confiscate the Didnotbat:BMurphy, DHondo Match refree: Clive Lloyd (WIs) Malaga (1700), Real Betis v Sevilla warning  [TlolrBs[T[~[n@Glu][s[n| 46 Upper puzzle. Single letters, short words and words using an apostrophe
Phone: (Ifany)............ anners. One of the crowd said the Bowler 0O M R w 1 (1930) 35 Specialists limit give you clues to locatina vowels. Solution is by trial and error.
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