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Thailand throug

my eyes

March 01

Bengal Gallery of Fine arts will hold
a photography exhibition by Dr
Rashid Un Nabi titled, ‘Thiland
through my eyes’ on March 01 at
6:30p.m. The exhibition will
continue everyday from 12-8p.m.
til March 10 (Closed on public
holidays).

Exhibition

February 28-March 9

A solo exhibition by artist Tahera
Khanom will start at the Gallery
Chitrak on February 28 at 5:30p.m.
The exhibition will continue
everyday from 10a.m. - 8p.m. till
March 9.

Mobile art exhibition

February 26 - March 2

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy in
co-operation with The British
School has organised a 5 daylong
mobile art exhibition, which will take
place at The British School
auditorium on February 26 at
11a.m.
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US musician Tracy Chapman
performs on stage of the
Kongresshaus in Zurich on

The great get the laurel

Swadesh Chinta Shangha declares Dr. Ahmad Sharif Memorial Award for 2000--2003

HARUN UR RASHID

HE seven lived
through the genera-
tion that saw off the

British regime, the heart-
breaking split of their
beloved country into two,
then three smaller ones, and
the gradual erosion of patrio-
tism, especially of those who
rule.

One of them died only two

weeks ago. The rest are all in
their seventies and eighties.

Dr. Ahmad Sharif

And still they are as charged
with inspiration and
unflinching bending com-
mitment to work for the
cause of people just as they
were in their youth. They
command respect for the
immense hardship they have
undergone in waging a strug-
gle for people all through
theirlives.

The seven are the recipi-
ents of Dr. Ahmad Sharif
Memorial Awards for the
years 2000, 2001, 2002 and
2003. 'Swadesh Chinta
Shangha,' a group late
scholar Dr Ahmad Sharif
founded, conferred the
awards on them marking his
fourth death anniversary.

Biplobi Vinodbihari Chowdhury

Vinodbihari Chowdhury,
Comrade Amal Sen (posthu-
mously), pioneer of women's
movement Hena Das,
thinker Santosh Gupta,
thinker Sardar Fazlul Karim,
Language Movement pio-
neer Abdul Matin, and
thinker Vinod Dasgupta.

The ceremony took place
at the Teacher-Student Cen-
tre (TSC) auditorium at
Dhaka University premises,
where Khalekuzzaman pre-
sented the Ahmad Sharif
Memorial Speech 2003
themed 'Marxist politics and
the leftist union.'

Professor Serajul Islam
Chowdhury handed out the
awards as chief guest while
Professor Abul Kashem
Fazlul Haque presided over.
The family of the late Dr.
Sharif introduced memorial
Award.

Among the recipients of
the awards for the last four
years, Comrade Amal Sen
has been given the award
posthumously as he died on
January 17 this year.

Dr. Ahmad Sharif was one
of Bangladesh's most illustri-
ous scholars after Dinesh
Chandra Sen, Sukumar Sen,
Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah

Comrade Amal Sen

Haque. Ahmad Sharif's most
magnanimous work was his
research into the long
neglected Bangla literature
of the Middle Ages, also
referred to as the Dark Ages.

He also compiled the
archaic Bangla words from
Abdul Karim Shahitya
Bisharod's vast collection of
Bangla ballads, their
derivational lineage, mean-
ing with spatio-temporal
explanations, notes and
usage. Having been com-
pletely secular all the way,
Ahmad Sharif researched out
the contribution of the
Bangali Muslims in the
Bangla literature of the Mid-
dle Ages.

Controversial to some
though, he stood out as a
philosopher who always
looked at life from different
windows. His inquisitiveness
and revolutionary reasoning
made him an uncompromis-
ing man of logic, be it about
religion, politics or social
customs. He never ceased to
oppose the unscientific.
Ahmad Sharif, however, did
not oppose just for the sake
of opposing, Serjul Islam
Chowdhury once wrote. It
was rather Sharif's inherent

Thinker Sardar Fazlul Karim

revolutionary.

He never accorded to any
useless customs of the soci-
ety. And he had the guts to
smile back at death. He
donated his dead body to a
hospital for use in human
welfare. A Hafez (scholar) in
the Holy Qur'an now report-
edly sees the world through
Sharif's eyes, informed
Khalekuzzaman in the memo-
rial speech.

In his last days, Ahmad
Sharif wished to unite the
leftist parties in Bangladesh.
Sharif was not a Marxist him-
self though, he had a strong
faith in leftist politics. He
believed that only commu-
nist socio-economic infra-

Language-fighter Abdul Matin

try independent and sover-
eign. So, just a few days
before his death he arranged
ameeting of all leaders of the
leftist parties. Swadesh
Chinta Shangha is the out-
come of that meeting, which
still sits regularly and dis-
cusses various subjects rang-
ing from politics to econom-
ics to literature and philoso-
phy.

All the recipients were
activists in all major move-
ments in the subcontinent
that shaped the history of the
region. 'Biplobi' Vinodbihari
Chowdhury was a compan-
ion to 'Masterda' Surya Sen
in the historic capture of the
Chittagong armour cache in

life he had to spend in jails
for his political activities. He
also participated in the 1952
Language Movement.

Comrade Amal Sen came
into limelight by forming
farmers' movement in
Egarokhan of Narail district
in 1933. Later in 1946, he
played the key role to build
up the historic Tebhaga
Movement in Narail. Till his
death heremained a member
of the central committee of
the Sixth Congress of the

Thiker Vinod Dasgupta

United Workers' Party.

Hena Das is one of the very
few talented female leaders
the country has ever pro-
duced. In 1943, during the
World War II and the famine
of the Bengal, she formed an
organisation for women's
self-protection. During
1948-49 she organised
women in the Nanka Move-
ment. Hena Das was also a
teacher, and she has been the
Vice-president of the Bangla-
desh Teachers' Foundation
since 1992.

Santosh Gupta's house in
Barisal was always a safe
refuge for underground
communist activists. He

behind the bars. In 1971 he
worked as the Assistant
Editor to the Information
Department of the exiled
Government of Bangladesh.

Sardar Fazlul Karim was
elected a member of the
People's Congress of Paki-
stan in 1955 while he was in
prison. From 1963 to 1971
he worked for the Depart-
ment of Translation and
Culture of the Bangla Acad-
emy.

Language Movement
activist Abdul Matin formed
the Dhaka University State-
language Movement Com-
mittee in 1950. For leading
the movement in
JanuaryFebruary 1952, he
was arrested on March 7
that year. Abdul Matin has
authored some of the most
authentic books on the
Language Movement.

Vinod Dasgupta was
arrested for his leftist polit-
ical connections more than
once. But he continued his
education and political
activities. He is also one of
the country's eminent jour-
nalists. He remained an
Assistant Editor to the daily
Bangladesh Times until he
was forced to retire through
'golden handshake' in 1990.

These great personalities
who have finally been hon-
oured by the Swadesh
Chinta Shangha ceremoni-
ously should have received
state recognition much
ealier. For, they represent a
golden generation who
sacrificed and suffered to
see the nation breathe
freely. A country is always
in wait for such patriotic
offspring as these seven
have been.
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