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IF LOOKS COULD KILL! Manchester United superstar David Beckham leaving his home in yesterday with a stitch
over his left eye. The Sun reported Beckham required stitches after being struck by a boot kicked by Sir Alex
Ferguson as he vented his fury in the aftermath of Saturday's 2-0 FA Cup defeat by Arsenal at Old Trafford.

Primera Liga

Top two crash

@ Football

AFP, Madrid

Real Sociedad and Real Madrid, the
leading pair in the Spanish First
Division, both lost on Sunday to
leave the Spanish title race wide
open.

League leaders Sociedad went
down 3-2 at Real Betis but still have
a two point advantage over the
European and world club champi-
ons after Real Madrid had earlier
lost 1-0 at Osasuna.

The main beneficiaries of the top
two tripping up on their travels are
Valencia and Deportivo La Coruna,
who were both victorious on
Saturday.

Real Sociedad have 44 points
from their 22 games, with Madrid
second on 42 points.
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BTV
Cricket World Cup 2003
Preliminary Round
Bangladesh vs West Indies
Live at 1:45 pm

ESPN

Taking Guard Day 10
WC Cricket Talk Show
Live at 1:00 pm
Western Union World Football
Repeat at 8:00 pm
Sportscentre Hindi
Sport News
Live at 8:30 pm
Follow Through Day 10
WC Cricket Programme
Live at 10:00 pm
UEFA Champions League
Barcelona vs Inter Milan
Live at 1:30 am (Wednesday)

STAR Sports
Asia Sport Show
Int'l Sports News

Repeat at 10:00 am

Taking Guard Day 10
WC Cricket Talk Show
Live at 1:00 pm
Sportsline Tonight
Sport News
Live at 8:00 pm
Follow Through Day 10
WC Cricket Programme
Live at 10:00 pm
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Tick the correct answers, post to

@he Baily Star

Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Feb 22, 2003 and draw
shortly afterwards

1. Name who became AFC's team
ofthe month in January

Sr| Lanka

Banqladesiw
India

2. Who finished first in the Prof
Abdur Razzak 29th National

Chesd Chamdionship
qualifiers?

Nasir Aminul
Taibur |

3. Who clinched the Pan Pacific
Opentennis title?

Serena

1 4. Bangl h KwaZulu-
Natal in their second World

Valencia remain third but now
have the same number of points as
Madrid, although the reigning
champions have a slightly inferior
goal difference, while Deportivo are
fourth with 39 points.

TOP SCORERS

Leading scorers in the Spanish
league after the weekend's
matches:

16 - Roy Makaay (Deportivo La

Coruna)
12 - Nihat Kahveci (Real
Sociedad)
11 - Darko Kovacevic (Real

Sociedad)

10 - Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona),
Walter Pandiani (Real Mallorca),
Fernando Torres (Atletico Madrid)
9 - Ismael Urzaiz (Athletic Bilbao),
Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid), Luis
Figo (Real Madrid), Ronaldo (Real
Madrid), Joseba Etxeberria (Ath-
letic Bilbao)

8 - Julio Alvarez (Rayo Vallecano),
Kiki Musampa (Malaga), Raul
Molina (Recreativo Huelva),
Fernando (Real Betis)

7 - John Carew (Valencia), Edu
(Celta Vigo), Javi Guerrero (Rac-
ing Santander)

Sociedad looked set to take full
advantage of Real Madrid's first loss
in 16 matches, as they lead 2-1 in
Seville with less than five minutes
remaining in regualtion time.

However, in a frantic finale, Betis
defender lulian Filipescu equalised
with his first goal in two seasons in
the 86th minute.

The Romanian international sent
a shot spiralling over his head with
his back to the goal and the looping
effort completely deceived
Sociedad 'keeper Sander
Westerveld.

Betis then got all three points
with a controversial penalty four
minutesinto injury time when Dani
Martin crashed to the floor in the
Sociedad box.

The visitors protested long and
hard that Igor Jauregi had not
touched the Betis man, who was
playing his first game for 10 months
after a serious knee injury, but it was
tono avail and Fernando Fernandez
scored from the spot.

Fernando had earlier headed
Betis in front after 12 minutes but
Sociedad's Nihat Kahveci struck
back for the Basques with two goals
in the space of five minutes late in
the game.

Real Madrid had earlier squan-
dered their chance of ending the
weekend as league leaders by
going down 1-0 at Osasuna.

Real Madrid coach Vicente Del
Bosque openly admitted that his
team had failed to grasp their
chance to put pressure on
Sociedad.

"We didn't rise to the occasion at
what may prove to be a key moment
in the season," said Del Bosque,
looking even more doleful than
usual.

"The team continued fighting all

the way until the whistle but
Osasuna made life uncomfotable
for us for the entire 90 minutes.

"Nevertheless, we are still up
there. What we have now is a more
tense title race," added Del Bosque,
desperately trying to find something
positive from possibly Real's poor-
est league performance of the
season.

Osasuna's Christian Manfredini
was the man responsible for inflict-
ing Real's second defeat of the
season.

In only his second game for
Osasuna since arriving last month
on loan from Lazio, the Ivory Coast-
born midfielder showed he has had
little trouble adjusting to his new
environment by outpacing his
marker Michel Salgado and sending
home a low-flying thunderbolt after
38 minutes.

The hosts nearly got a second
just after half time when Australian
striker John Aloisi hit the post from
close range.

Real's frustration at their own
failings soon started to show and
their misery piled on when Luis Figo
got his marching orders just after the
hour for a outrageous sliding two-
footed tackle on Patxi Punal.

Shortly after Real had been
reduced to 10 men, Osasuna hit the
woodwork again with Inaki Munoz
putting the ball on the cross bar.

However, Real were unlucky not
to equalise in injury time when
Fernando Morientes' header looked
to have crossed the line, and the
referee's decision not to award a
goal will be a point debate over the
nextfew days.

"The idea was to never let Real
settle on the ball and | couldn't ask
any more. This win gives us abitofa
breathing space between where we
are and the relegation zone," said
Osasuna coach JavierAguirre.

"As for Manfredini, he gave me
much more than | could have
expected. | wasn't expecting a goal
from him," added the man who was
at the helm of Mexico at the World
Cup.

Fifth-placed Celta Vigo enjoyed
themselves at the expense of bot-
tom club Recreativo Huelva, win-
ning 4-1 over the hapless
Andalusians.

Edu and Jesuli Mora each got a
brace in Celta's biggest win of the
season.

Recreativo couldn't even score
on their own and had to rely on
Celta's Fernando Caceres tapping
the ball into his own net in injury time
for their consolation strike.

TOP SIX

Spanish football league table on
Sunday (played, won, drawn, lost,
goals for, against, points):

Sociedad 22 128 2 38 27 44
Real 22 119 2 4623 42
Valencia 22 126 4 36 17 42
Deportivo 22 116 5 3125 39
Celta 22 113 8 2720 36
Betis 22 106 6 3530 36

They'll keep
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for the duration of the World Cup.

The chief executive of the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union (ZCU),
Vince Hogg, told the news agency
that a disciplinary hearing may still
be held into the matter as he
claimed the players are in breach of
contract.

"A hearing is under consider-
ation, but not at this stage. The
matter remains open," said Hogg.

Meanwhile, the ZCU is still
counting the cost of England boy-
cotting their fixture here on
Thursday.

Hogg said the loss of TV income,
which is spread among the 10 Test
nations and associate members, is
considerable.

"But there is also the ticket sales
as all money has to be returned,
which also meant considerable
man-hours. We have also lost large
sums of money from catering,
security, rentals and staffing.

"We had also booked about 30 of
the England party for four nights ata

top hotel. They were due last
Sunday but we couldn't cancel until
the following Wednesday, so that
meant 120 nights at high foreign
currency rates because there had to
be a 100 percent cancellation fee.

"Our losses therefore run into a
great deal. But any claim will be
considered at a later stage," Hogg
said.

Kaif's house
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Saif said.

In Kolkata, security was stepped
up at captain Saurav Ganguly's
home.

Hundreds of thousands of fans
sent mobile text messages to urge
others not to buy any product
endorsed by the Indian players.

The Times of India said the
growing anger against the players
led many companies to withdraw TV
advertisements showing cricketers
endorsing products.

Fergie boots

Beck!
@ Football

AFP, London

England captain David Beckham
was nursing stitches Monday after
the most extraordinary example of
dressing-room fury from his volatile
managerAlex Ferguson.

The club refused to comment on
reports that Beckham, 27, needed
two stitches above his left eye after
Ferguson, nicknamed The
Hairdryer because of the ferocity of
his verbal blasts, erupted in fury
after Manchester United collapsed
against Arsenal in their FA Cup
match.

Both the Sun newspaper and
SKY TV said the midfielder was
sitting in the dressing room after
United's 2-0 FA Cup defeat against
Arsenal on Saturday when a furious
Ferguson stormed in.

The 61-year-old manager kicked
out at a football boot which flew
through the air, hitting Beckham in
the face and leaving him bleeding
and requiring two stitches.

The England captain reacted
furiously and went straight to his car
with his Spice Girl wife Victoria and
his three-year-old son Brooklyn
after receiving medical treatment at
Old Trafford.

He had been substituted in the
fifth round of the FA Cup tie after
injuring his rightleg.

A Manchester United spokes-
man refused to comment.

"Whatever happens in the dress-
ing room remains private," he
added.

A grim-looking Beckham was
seen driving his car to training
Monday morning with the damage
clearly visible to his eye.

The news of Beckham's bizarre
injury is sure to fuel suggestions of a
rift between Ferguson and the
England captain, whose relation-

ship has been punctured by a series
of bust-ups in recent years.

"The incident-was obviously an
accident but Becks was absolutely
furious, as you would be if you had
just got a boot in the face," a United
insider was reported to say.

There is no suggestion that 61-
year-old Ferguson meant to hurt
Beckham but the bust-up shocked
not only Beckham and his family but
all team players and staff .

Jimmy Greaves, football com-
mentator and former England
player, said: "If anyone thought
Fergie was calming down after
turning 60, they are very wrong. He
will need to make up with the player
before the situation starts to over-
shadow their season."

Ferguson has acquired a fear-
some reputation for his dressing-
room rages.

Former United striker Mark
Hughes described the manager's
"hairdryer" treatment.

"He would stand nose-to-nose
with you and just shout and bawl,
and you would end up with your hair
behind yourhead."

Beckham is paid 1.4 million
pounds (2.5 million dollars) a year
by Adidas to wear their Predator
boots. They supply him with boots
bearing the names of his sons,
Brooklyn and Romeo.

It was not sure if it was one of his
own boots that struck him in the
face.

Ferguson, 16 years with
Manchester, is currently negotiating
a new contract with Manchester.

It was a year ago that Fergie
declared a U-turn on his retirement
plans. He had been set to quit Old
Trafford last summer but chose to
stayon.

He was immediately set up with a
new three-year contract that
extended his tenure until the sum-
mer of 2005.

FA Cup

Leeds, Chelsea

make it
@ Football

AFP, London

Leeds and Chelsea booked places
in the last eight of the FA Cup on
Sunday, but both Premiership
giants were well tested by lower-
ranked opponents, with Leeds in
particular reliant on a huge piece of
luck to beat Crystal Palace.

Palace saw a clear goal disal-
lowed as they went down 2-1 at
home to Leeds, while Chelsea
absorbed massive Stoke pressure
to win 2-0 with a pair of second half
strikes.

The third Premiership side
playing on Sunday, Fulham, were
less fortunate, being forced to a 1-1
draw at home by First Division
strugglers Burnley.

The day's principal drama came
at Crystal Palace.

Minutes after the Londoners had
cancelled out Gary Kelly's 33rd-
minute opener, and with the First
Division side on the rampage,
Palace's Tommy Black hit a fierce
shot after a goal-line scramble.

It hit defender Michael Duberry's
arms and, television replays
showed, dropped well over the line.

But Danny Mills booted clear and
to Palace's disbelief, referee
Dermot Gallagher refused to award
eithera penalty oragoal.

The game was eventually won
on 72 minutes by a sublime piece of
skill from Harry Kewell

Chelsea were reliant on Jimmy
Floyd Hasselbaink and Jesper
Gronkjaer at Stoke, the forwards
proving the difference against a
resilient side languishing second
from bottom in the First Division.

After an even first half, in the
52nd minute Graeme Le Saux broke
free and Marcus Hall's half-tackle
fell to Hasselbaink, who shot easily
past Steve Banks.

Stoke came close a number of
times, mainly through James
O'Connor, but the First Division
strugglers were again punished on
the break on 76 minutes.

Danish winger Gronkjaer
sprinted down the right and beat
Banks with a venomous shot to the
neartop corner.

Fulham had Steed Malbranque
to thank yet again for their let-off.

The French midfielder - who has
now scored all but one of Fulham's
eight goals in their past five matches
- cancelled out Burnley's shock
fourth minute opener with a fine
volley to make it 1-1 and force a
replay.

In Sunday's final game,
Wolverhampton's double act of
George Ndah and Kenny Miller
ended the challenge of Third
Division Rochdale 3-1.

Why minnows?

FROM PAGE 16
Ponting conceded Australia are set
to rest several senior players from
the match against the Netherlands,
an indication of the match's second-
ary status. Regardless, Ponting
considers the game a worthy con-
test - evidenced by the fact the
Dutch pushed India in their opening
pool game.

"lt's good fun to sit back and
watch some of their games on telly,"
Ponting said.

"We had a great time the other
night in the team room watching
Kenya against Canada. They have
heaps of energy and enthusiasm
about playing the game and being
involved in a World Cup.

"They definitely have a place.
The game has to be strong world-
wide. The developing countries
such as Holland, Kenya,
Bangladesh and Canada, you play
against them in other tournaments
as well, not only in World Cups. It's
good for cricket when you see them
improving over time."

After witnessing Australia's nine-
wicket demolition of India on
Saturday, ICC president Malcolm
Gray said any team - Test-playing
nations included - was capable of
suffering heavy World Cup defeats.

As proof of the minnows' worth to
the tournament, Gray pointed to
Canada's victory over Bangladesh
and Holland's spirited performance
against India. No plans were in
place to restructure the tournament,
he added, and the World Cup quali-
fication system would be retained.

But Gray is not oblivious to the
fact that most minnows will be
consistently railroaded over the next
few weeks. That's not the point.
Those teams, he said, should not be
judged on results alone. Rather,
Gray believes the international
flavour they add to the tournament -
as well as the interest they generate
in their respective countries during
the World Cup - were reason
enough to warrant their inclusion.

"l think they add to the tourna-
ment, | think they add to the interest
in cricket around the world," Gray
said.

"I'm sure as individuals they geta
lot out of it, obviously to come to a
World Cup - apart from the
Namibian player [Rudi van Vuuren]
who has been to the rugby World
Cup as well - it's the biggest thing
that will ever happen in their sport-
inglives."

Magpies get ideal opponent

AT NSEER
*‘F #CHAMPS LEAGUE

AFP, Paris

Newcastle desperately need a
Champions League victory on
Tuesday from their trip to out-of-
form Bayer Leverkusen who sacked
their coach Klaus Toppmoller at the
weekend.

Neither side have taken a single
point from their first two second-
phase matches, but the contrast in
their current fortunes could not be
greater.

Toppmoller paid the price for
Leverkusen's transformation from
last season's Champions League
finalists to a side whose 2-1 defeat
to Hansa Rostock on Saturday was
their 11th loss in 21 Bundesliga
games this season.

Leverkusen had built a swash-
buckling side around Michael
Ballack, demolishing Liverpool in
last season's quarter-finals and
edging out Manchester United in the
semis before losing to Real Madrid
inthe final.

But when Ballack and Brazilian
midfielder Ze Roberto were tempted
to Bayern Munich last year, their
replacements proved incapable of
filling the gap, World Cup finalists
Carsten Ramelow and Oliver
Neuville suffered a loss in form and
Toppmoller ran out of answers.

With Leverkusen's youth coach
Thomas Horster temporarily taking
charge, the Germans, like
Newcastle, need Group A points at
the BayArena if they are to have a
realistic chance of progressing to
the last eight.

In contrast, Newcastle boss
Bobby Robson has been feted
ahead of his 70th birthday this week
and his side have lost just once in
theirlast eight matches.

Despite their slow start to the
second phase, Newcastle can take

heart from their performance in the
first group stage when they lost their
first three games and still qualified
for the next round.

Their first-choice strike duo, Alan
Shearer and Craig Bellamy, are
suspended and midfielder Nolberto
Solano is injured so Shola Amoebi is
expected to lead the attack.

Robson said Toppmoller's sack-
ing was part and parcel of football.

"They've taken a very dramatic
step,” he said. "They must know
what the repercussions are to that,
butitdoesn't affect me.

"They'll want to get back on track
either through the Champions
League or their league programme,

TUESDAY'S
FIXTURES

At Barcelona
Barcelona (Spa) v Inter Milan
(Ita)

At Leverkusen

Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) v
Newcastle (Eng

At London
Arsenal (Eng) v Ajax (Ned)
At Rome
L Roma (Ita) v Valencia (Spa)
and we just want to continue.

"We basically need three wins
from four games."

Defender Andy O'Brien is confi-
dent Newcastle can reach the
quarter-finals.

"We were regarded as muppets
after losing our first three games,
but we came through that to qualify
and we can come through again,"
O'Brien told the Newcastle Sunday
Sun newspaper.

Arsenal have given themselves
an easier task, having beaten AS
Roma and drawn with Valencia to
top Group B.

Arsene Wenger's in-form team
go into the home clash against
second-placed Ajax on the back of

their convincing 2-0 FA Cup win over
Manchester United on Saturday.

But Ajax coach Ronald Koeman
is excited by the development of his
young squad, including Christian
Chivu, midfielder Nigel de Jong and
striker Ahmed Hossam, a hero in his
native Egypt.

"I think this is the best group of
young players since 1995, said
Koeman, referring to the last time
Ajax won the European title.

But he told the Sunday Times
newspaper that the English champi-
ons would be favourites: "Of course,
we want to get everything out of
these games against Arsenal, but
we know our level.

"There is a big difference
between the standard in Holland
and the Champions League."

Roma are another team without
a point from two matches so defeat
against Valencia at the Stadio
Olimpico would give Fabio Capello's
team a mountain to climb.

The influential Franceso Totti
returned to action on Saturday, but
Brazilian Emerson midfielder and
Argentinian defender Walter
Samuel are suspended and Olivier
Dacourtis cup-tied.

Barcelona meanwhile gave
Radomir Antic his first win since
taking over as coach with a 2-0 win
over Espanyol on Saturday, the
perfect boost before taking on Inter
Milan atthe Nou Camp on Tuesday.

Inter and Barca both have six
points and fill the top two spots in
GroupA.

Despite their domestic woes, the
Catalans are seeking to extend a
10-match winning run in Europe.

Barcelona's recent recruit Juan
Pablo Sorin is cup-tied having
played in the UEFA Cup for Lazio, as
is Inter's on-loan striker Gabriela
Batistuta.

(Qlips QJotes)

FROM PAGE 16
title."

Pakistan's Shoaib Akhtar after
bowling a 159.1 kmph delivery at
Namibian tailender Rudolph van
Vuuren.

"A lot was on the line. It was a
must-win situation and as captain |
felt | had to make my mark as a
player. It's the World Cup. This was
myday."

New Zealand skipper Stephen
Fleming after his unbeaten 134
took his team to a nine wicket win
over South Africa.

Shoaib

FROM PAGE 16
at Johannesburg last week, Shoaib
upstaged his rival with 2-45 while
Leetook 1-37.

Shoaib said he was hitting the
right groove.

"I needed match practice and
each game is giving me the rhythm.
The task ahead is to take wickets
against England and India.

"l think we are going well and
confident of winning our remaining
matches," Shoaib warned."

He, however, said, "I'm not after
the speed at all, I'm here to get
wickets." "lI've already crossed the
100 mph. Being the fastest bowlerin
the world is an honour to have under
your belt but it doesn't make you a
better bowler."

After losing their opening match
to World Cup favourites Australia,
Pakistan showed they remain one of
the teams to beat with a ruthless
demolition of Namibia, posting a
total of 255 for nine before demol-
ishing their opponentsin 17.4 overs.

"l thought 255 was a pretty good
total against them. Of course we
had some hiccups in the middle, we
didn't really bat the way we wanted
but it was still good enough,"
Pakistan captain Wagar Younis
said.

"It was a fairly relatively easy day

Serie A

I@ Football

AFP, Milan

AC Milan battled back from being
two goals behind at half-time to
snatch a dramatic 2-2 draw against
title rivals Lazio in a breathtaking
Serie Aencounter at the San Siro on
Sunday.

Yugoslav Dejan Stankovic's
close-range effort and a controver-
sial Claudio Lopez penalty gave
Lazio a comfortable interval lead.

But two goals in eight second-
half minutes from Filippo Inzaghi
and Rivaldo rescued a deserved
point for Milan and maintained their
unbeaten home record.

Lazio's goal came under siege
after Milan had levelled the scores,
and only poor finishing and brave
defending from the visitors pre-
vented Milan from taking all three
points.

A draw for Milan leaves them on
43 points, two less than joint league
leaders Inter and Juventus, while
Lazio remain in fourth, six points off
thelead.

Milan enjoyed the lion's share of
the posession in the early
exchanges, but were caught out by
a swift Lazio counter-attack in the
21stminute.

A lightning move saw the ball
worked out to the right wing for
Bernardo Corradi whose cross was
diverted by Milan midfielder Andrea
Pirlointo the path of Lopez.

The Argentine's close-range
shot was blocked by Milan goal-
keeper Dida, but Stankovic
pounced on the rebound and rifled
the ball high into the net.

Controversy surrounded Lazio's
second goal nine minutes later.

Former Lazio defender
Alessandro Nesta tussled with

Milan fight back

had made minimal contact with the
Italy international.

Lopez stepped up and rammed
the ball straight down the middle
and past Dida who dived the wrong
way.

Milan started the second-half like
a train and it was no surprise when
they halved the deficit in the 62nd
minute.

A hopeful chip into the box was
missed by Rivaldo's head but fell
nicely for Inzaghi, who clipped the
ball over the advancing Angelo
Perruzzi from six yards.

Inzaghi then turned eight min-
utes later, storming down the left
wing like a winger before crossing
for Rivaldo to side-foot home.

Earlier Sunday, Juventus
showed their determination to retain
their championship crown by win-
ning 2-1 at Parma.

First-half headers from lItaly
internationals Marco Di Vaio and
Alessandro Tacchinardi gave Juve a
two-goal half-time lead, before
Parma striker Adrian Mutu scored a
late consolation for the 1999 UEFA
Cup winners.

On Saturday Inter Milan's title
charge was stalled by a 2-1 defeat at
fifth-placed Chievo.

In the day's other match, AS
Roma were held to a disappointing
0-0draw at home to Brescia.

TOP SIX

Italian football league table after
Sunday's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Juventus 21 13 6 2 38 15 45
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