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Chievo spoill
Inter's day

@ Football

AFP, rRome

FA Cup

PHOTO: AFP
YOU COULD'VE BEEN KINDER! Sunderland's Kevin Phillips (C) argues with the referees after their FA Cup Fifth
round match against Watford at the Stadium of Light, in on February 15.

Sorry Sunderland

@ Football

AFP, London

The misery continued for
Premiership bottom side
Sunderland, who lost 1-0 at home to
First Division Watford through a
controversial second half penalty in
their fifth round tie on Saturday to go
out of the FACup.

Tommy Smith's initial effort was
saved by Thomas Sorensen but the
referee ordered a re-take and Smith
shothome the second time.

Howard Wilkinson's men
attacked desperately, but to no
avail.

The Sunderland boss said he felt

"cheated" by the result, although he
did not just blame the penalty deci-
sion.

"I am disappointed, angry," he
said.

"We wanted a cup run. It was
crucial that we give them (the fans)
something else to hang on to, and
today was the opportunity,” he
lamented.

At St Mary's, despite winning 2-
0, Southampton were lucky to see
off First Division Norwich, who had
the better of much of the tie.

With the game scoreless and just
20 minutes to go, Norwich's Paul
McVeigh hit the inside of the post
with a wonderful curling shot -- only
to see Southampton counter attack
immediately and score through
Anders Svensson.

Jo Tessem then sealed
Norwich's quarterfinal berth three
minutes later.

Southampton manager Gordon
Strachan admitted that McVeigh's
near-goal was a wake-up call.

"We went: 'Oh, we nearly went
out of the cup there', and we went up
another 20 percent," he said.

Sheffield United had the easiest
time of it in their all-First Division
game against Wallsall, winning
comfortably 2-0 at home with goals
from Tommy Mooney and Peter
Ndlovu.

On Sunday, last season's
defeated finalists Chelsea visit
Stoke City, while Leeds United face
a tough test at Crystal Palace and
Wolverhampton Wanderers are at
home to third division Rochdale.

Wenger takes advantage!

@ Football

AFP, London

Arsene Wenger and Sir Alex
Ferguson traded bitter accusations
after Arsenal dumped Manchester
United out of the FA Cup 2-0 in a
bad-tempered fifth round tie at Old
Trafford.

Gunners boss Wenger accused
United of intimidation, while
Ferguson in turn claimed the visitors
had succeeded in trying to "bully"
referee Jeff Winter through mass
protests.
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The game on Saturday between
the perennial foes and rivals for the
Premiership title had looked like
boiling over in the opening 10 min-
utes, which saw three bookings and
a pair of mass confrontations
between the sides' players.

"They tried to intimidate us but
we kept our heads," said Wenger of
the opening period, which saw a
series of crunching tackles by
United players.

"It was a composed perfor-
mance. We didn't react to them and
the new pitch meant we could come
out of their physical challenges with
short passes," he said.

But Ferguson insisted that
Winter had been pushed around by
Arsenal.

"You need the referee to be able
to handle it and he reacted badly,"
he fumed.

"He allowed the Arsenal players
to bully him. There were nine or 10
players around him all the time as if
every tackle was a massacre.

"When you get people the size of
Patrick Vieira and Sol Campbell
round you it doesn't do the game
any good."

Ferguson's comments have a
decided edge of cheek to them,
given that his side have in the past
been roundly criticised for protest-
ing to referees en masse in much
the same way.

The victory gives Arsenal a clear
psychological advantage in the
Premiership race and keeps them
on ftrack for a theoretical treble of
league, FA Cup and Champions
League.

It also gives the Gunners sweet
revenge for United's famous 1999
FA Cup semi-final win -- which
propelled the Red Devils towards
their own treble -- a game sealed by
Ryan Giggs's wonder-goal.

But this time the Welsh winger
went from hero to zero with an
astonishing miss which proved a
pivotal moment.

With half an hour gone, Giggs
broke free and dribbled well past
David Seaman and Sol Campbell,
leaving the goal gaping from 18
yards (metres).

Somehow he managed to hook
the ball over the bar, and with the
Red Devils still seeming stunned by
the miss, Arsenal took three minutes
later as Brazilian midfielder Edu's
free kick took a wicked deflection
past Fabien Barthez in the United
goal.

Arsenal began to take a grip of
the tie and went 2-0 up just seven
minutes after half-time.

The impressive Edu rolled the
ball to Wiltord, who skipped over
Wes Brown's challenge and fired
past Fabien Barthez.

Soon afterwards Giggs added to
his misery, managed to hopelessly
miscue a volley from close range,
and was substituted soon after-
wards.

"It was an outstanding perfor-
mance," purred Wenger, whose
side take on Ajax in the Champions
League on Tuesday.

"We controlled the game from
the first minute to the last. This win
will give us confidence and belief for
the rest of the season."

Ferguson tried hard to look on
the bright side.

"The only good thing about bad
results like today's is that it eases
the programme a good bit for us," he
said ruefully.

"At 2-0 down it was always going
to be difficult," he added.

Party-poopers Chievo prevented
Inter Milan from increasing their
advantage at the top of the table to
six points by beating the Italian
league leaders 2-1 at the Bentegodi
stadium on Saturday.

Chievo's experienced midfielder
Eugenio Corini netted two first-half
penalties to put the hosts in control,
either side of Turkey international
Okan Buruk's dismissal.

Yet despite being a man down,
Inter rallied to halve the deficit in the
69th minute when ltaly's leading
scorer Christian Vieri grabbed his
100th goal in Serie Aand his 19th of
the season.

The ltaly international's strike
ensured a rousing finale during
which penalty king Corini was sent
off, but Chievo held on for another
famous scalp following their home
victory over AC Milan earlier in the
season.

Inter's shock defeat in Verona
means title rivals Juventus and AC
Milan can draw level with them on
45 points should they win Sunday's
matches against Parma and Lazio
respectively.

In Saturday's late match, AS
Roma were held to a disappointing
0-0 draw at home to Brescia.

As has been the story of Roma's
season, the 2001 Scudetto winners
failed to convert a number of
chances and remain well adrift of a
Champions League place for next
season.

Inter coach Hector Cuper criti-
cised Chievo's poor playing surface
but refused to use it as an excuse for
his side's inept display.

"It was worse than the San Siro
was," he said, referring to Inter's
own surface, which resembled a
ploughed field before being relaid
last month.

"The pitch was awful but it was
the same for both sides."

Chievo defender Nicola
Legrottaglie had to agree with
Cuper.

"It was a horrible pitch, a real
disaster," said the player, who is
wanted by Roma for next season.

"You had to be sure to control the
ball with your first touch or there was
the risk of making a mistake.

"It's a shame because the condi-
tions meant the game wasn't much
ofaspectacle."

Chievo, who have made a habit
out of upsetting Serie A's finest, took
the lead in the 20th minute after Inter
captain Fabio Cannavaro handled
the ball in the box after tussling with
Ilvan Della Morte.

Corini made no mistake with his
spot-kick, driving the ball low into
the left-hand corner beyond
Francesco Toldo's reach.

Chievo's shaven-headed goal-
keeper Cristiano Lupatelli denied
Gabriel Batistuta and Alvaro
Recoba, before the home side
doubled their advantage.

Sergio Pellisier went down in the
box after being shoved by Javier
Zanetti, who appeared to make
minimal contact with the Chievo
striker.

But despite a heavily exagger-
ated fall, referee Salvatore
Racalbuto pointed straight to the
spot and sent off Okan for dissent.

Corini beat Toldo from 12 yards
to double his tally and gave Inter a
mountain to climb.

However the visitors gave them-
selves a glimmer of hope of taking
something from the match when
Vieri picked up Cannavaro's pass
and drove home from close range
with 21 minutes left.

The goal raised Inter's hopes
and they came close to snatching a
point right at the death, only for Vieri
to hit his drive straight at Lupatelli
with the goal at his mercy.

Corini saw red for receiving his
second yellow card but Chievo
survived several late scares to take
the points.

TOP SIX

Italian football league table after
Saturday's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Inter 21 14 3 4 43 22 45
Juventus 20 12 6 2 36 14 42
Milan 20 8 7 5 3524 31
Roma 21 7 7 7 3229 28
Bologna 20 7 7 6 24 22 28
Perugia 20 8 4 8 25 27 28

Kenya edge home

FROM PAGE 16
before he was Ibw to Davison.

The loss of Tikolo and Shah in
the space of 17 run left Kenya with
two fresh batsmen at the crease and
gave Canada new hope.

And when the economical
Davison struck again to have the
dangerous Maurice Odumbe Ibw
sweeping for 26, Kenya were in
wobbling at 148 for four.

More fine work from Davison saw
Hitesh Modi snapped up at slip for
six to leave Kenya on 154 for five.

Earlier Billcliff's battling knock
was the cornerstone of Canada's
innings, which lasted 49 overs after
Harris had won the toss and elected
tobat.

Billcliff, 30, who has first-class
experience from spells with New
Zealand sides Otago, Auckland and
Wellington, faced 100 balls includ-
ing two sixes and eight fours before
he was fifth man out with the score
on 158 after being bowled by Tony
Suji.

Kenya's bowlers were initially on

top, taking three early wickets and
starving the flow of runs.
Unlike Bangladesh, Kenya are not a
full Test-playing nation although
they do have full one-day interna-
tional status and are considered
next in line for elevation to the five-
daygame.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the World Cup Pool B
match between Canada and Kenya
atNewlands on Saturday:
CANADA: 197 all out in 49 overs
(Billcliffe 71, Harris 31, Davison 31;

Odoyo 4-28)

KENYA

Otieno b Thuraisingam 4
Shah cMarajb Thuraisingam 61

Tikolo Ibw b Davison 42
Modi ¢ Harris b Davison 6
Odumbe Ibw b Davison 26
Odoyo not out 27
Ongondo b Codrington 16
Obuya not out 4
Extras: (Ib-3, w-9) 12

Total: (For 6 wkts in 48.3 overs)198
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-99, 3-116, 4-
148,5-154,6-192

Bowler O M R W
Joseph 10 1 39 0
T'singam 10 1 53 2
Codrington 10 1 44 1
Davison 10 3 15 3
De Groot 4 0 22 0
Maraj 43 0 22 0
Result: Kenya won by four wick-

ets

Man-of the-match: T Odoyo

Toss: Canada

Umpires: Nadeem Ghauri (Pak)
and A Jayaprakash (Ind)

TV umpire: Kevan Barbour (Zim)
Referee: Ranjan Madugalle (Sri)

Dizzy stats

FROM PAGE 16

have been made against minor
teams -- India spinner Bishan Bedi's
one wicket for six runs off 12 overs
against East Africa in 1975, Chris
Old's four for eight off 10 overs
against Canada in 1979 and Curtly
Ambrose's two for eight off 10 overs
against Scotland four years ago.

England's Derek Pringle, while
not exactly an electrifying per-
former, would be worth a mention in
dispatches for his 8.2-5-8-3 against
Pakistan, in the same rain-affected
match in Adelaide that saw Reeve's
once-in-a-lifetime performance.

Sri Lanka left-armer Chaminda
Vaas would also be right up there,
with his six for 25 off 9.1 overs,
including an unprecedented hattrick
off the first three balls of the game,
against Bangladesh only 24 hours
before Gillespie's display.

Bangladesh, though, are not
quite India.

For the very best of the World
Cup bowling best, you probably
have to go back to that inaugural
tournament.

Gum-chewing Gary Gilmour,
another left-arm quick and built like
a boxer, only ever played five one-
dayers for Australia.

But he carved his name in history
in June 1975 by swinging the ball
prodigiously from over the wicket to
take six for 14 off 12 overs against
England in the semifinals at
Headingley.

Anderson downs

FROM PAGE 16
Troost played across the line and
was Ibw for eight.

The Netherlands' problems got
worse when, on 31, they lost three
wickets fornorunsin 10 balls.

Bas Zuiderent (2), who has
played for Sussex, then chipped
Anderson straight to Hussain at
mid-off.

Two balls later Klaus van
Noortwijk went for a duck, caught by
diving wicket-keeper Alec Stewart
down the legside.

Anderson's county colleague
Andrew Flintoff then had one-day
international debutant Nick Statham
Ibw for seven.

But de Leede hit back with some
well-struck boundaries, his fifty
coming off 72 balls.

White, playing despite a recur-
rence of the side strain that ended
his Ashes tour, got through 10 overs,
taking two for 22.

England's reply got off to a poor
start when Marcus Trescothick was
bowled by Edgar Schiferli for 12 as
he advanced down the track.

But a second-wicket stand of 89
between Knight and Vaughan ruled
out any hopes of an upset before

Vaughan fell to van Bunge.

Two balls later Flintoff was
caught off the spinner for a duck and
van Bunge later snared Knight with
England 126 for four.

But lan Blackwell (22 not out)
and Paul Collingwood (five not out)
finished the game
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the World Cup Pool A
match between England and the
Netherlands at Buffalo Park on

Sunday:

THE NETHERLANDS

Van Troost Ibw b Anderson 8
Van Bunge c White bAnderson 4
Statham Ibw b Flintoff 7

Zuiderent c Hussain bAnderson 2
Van Noortwijk c Stewartb Anderson0
De Leede not out 58
Kloppenburg c Knight b Blackwell10
Schiferli st Stewart b Blackwell 12

Lefebvre b White 6
Raja Ibw b White 2
Smits not out 17
Extras: (Ib-10, nb-2, w-4) 16

Total: (For9wktsin 50 overs) 142
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-22, 3-31, 4-
31,5-31,6-67,7-90, 8-108, 9-112

Bowler o M R W
Caddick 10 4 19 0
Anderson 10 1 25 4

Dutch

Flintoff 10 2 29 1
White 10 3 22 2
Blackwell 10 0 37 2
ENGLAND

Trescothick b Schiferli 12

Knight c Zuiderentb van Bunge 51
Vaughan cde Leede b van Bunge51
Flintoff c Lefebvre bvan Bunge 0

Blackwell not out 22
Collingwood not out 5
Extras: (w-3) 3

Total: (For4 wktsin 23.2 overs)144
Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-107, 3-107,

4-126

Bowler o M R W
Schiferli 5 0 33 1
Lefebvre 5 0 18 0
De Leede 4 0 29 0
Raja 5 0 34 0
VanBunge 3 0 16 3
K'burg 1.2 0 14 0
Result: England won by six wick-

ets
Man-of-the-match:
Anderson

Toss: England
Umpires: Rudi Koertzen (Rsa)
and Darrell Hair (Aus)

TV umpire: Tyronne Wijewardene
(Sri)

Match referee: Mike Procter (Rsa)

Jimmy

Bundesliga

Vintage Bayern

I@ Football

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich handed out a 5-0
walloping to city rivals 1860 Munich
to keep the wheels firmly on their bid
for an 18th German league title on
Saturday.

But second-placed Borussia
Dortmund ensured the gap between
the two sides was kept at eight
points with a crushing 4-1 win over
VflBochum.

Elsewhere Bayer Leverkusen
coach Klaus Toppmoller's job
looked even shakier after last sea-
son's Champions League finalists
suffered yet another humiliating
defeat, this time a 2-1 loss to Hansa
Rostock.

That left the 2002 Bundesliga
runners-up with just 20 points from
21 games, one off the relegation
zone.

The 197th Munich derby was
poised at 0-0 at half-time.

But the picture changed mark-
edly in the second half when
Mehmet Scholl scored three times
in the space of 20 minutes, with
French international Bixente
Lizarazu and Claudio Pizarro add-
ing to the haul.

Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld,
who welcomed back Michael
Ballack after a three-match absence
with flu, was happy with his team's
late surge.

"We held back a lot in the first
half, but we applied more pressure
and commitmentin the second.

"Once we went 1-0 up, 1860 had

PHOTO: AFP

Veteran Bayern Munich midfielder Mehmet Scholl celebrates after scoring a
goal during his hattrick against 1860 at Munich's Olympic Stadium on

February 15.

to open up and we used the room on
the pitch really well.

"l was very happy for Mehmet,
who was the difference between the
two teams."

The result left Bayern, shock first
round fallers in the Champions
League, unbeaten now in 32 home
games and one step closer to their
18th championship.

1860 drop back to seventh place.

Matthias Sammer's pre-match
call to arms to his Borussia
Dortmund players to keep up the
momentum at the top of the league
clearly paid off as they ran riot over
Vfl Bochum in front of a 66,000
crowd at the Westfalenstadion.

Bochum took an early lead via
their South African international
Delron Buckley but the home side
retorted with two first half goals from
Giuseppe Reina and Jan Koller, with
Torsten Frings doubling the
scoreline with a brace of spot kicks.

The result will have put the
reigning German champions in just
the right frame of mind for their
Champions League clash with Real
Madrid next week.

"It wasn't easy for us," said
Sammer. "l would only have been
happy with afifth or sixth goal."

In Saturday's other Bundesliga
action fourth-placed Schalke 04 did
their chances of playing in Europe
next year a power of good by beat-
ing third-placed VfB Stuttgart 2-0 to
move up a place into fourth.

TOP SIX

German league table after
Saturday's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, against):

Bayern 21 14 5 2 45 15 47
Dortmund 21 11 6 4 35 17 39
Stuttgart 21 10 6 5 33 26 36
Schalke 21 9 8 4 29 21 35
Bremen 21 10 4 7 37 33 34
Hamburg 219 6 6 27 26 33

Primera Liga

Barca can win after all!

I@ Football

AFP, Barcelona

Goals from Philip Cocu and Xavi
Hernandez in the space of less than
two minutes at the end of the first
half gave Barcelona a vital 2-0
victory at local rivals Espanyol on
Saturday.

Before the match, Barca were
lying down 15th in the Spanish first
division, the lowest point in their
history, and had not won in their
previous five outings.

The win fulfilled the prophecy, at
least temporarily, of new coach
Radomir Antic who took over two
weeks ago and had promised to
bring a smile back to the faces of the
fans and players of the crisis-sticken
Catalan club.

"l can only see - and say - posi-
tive things about this match," said
the ever-optimistic Antic.

"This will boost our spirits prior to
the Champions League on
Tuesday," added the Serb.

Barcelona took the game to
Espanyol from the outset and had
several chances before Cocu,
unusually wearing the captain's
armband, broke the deadlock in the
40th minute.

Xavi sent a long-range free kick
into the box and Cocu's glancing
header looped over the wall of
Espanyol defenders before bounc-
ing past an unsighted Toni Jimenez
inthe Espanyol goal.

Less than two minutes later, it
was Xavi himself who got on the

thing we should. The players went
close to perfection. But | think it was
normal that we eased up a bit after
going two up," said Antic, in
response to quesions about Barca's
less-than-impressive second half.

Espanyol stepped up a gear after
the break and, in sharp contrast to
the first 45 minutes, continually
attacked in a bid to get back into the
match.

However, poor finishing and
excellent work by Barcelona goal-
keeper Roberto Bonano conspired
to keep the home side from scoring.

Ironically, Espanyol's best
chances fell to former Barca players
Roger Garcia and Ivan de la Pena,
who made their name as teenage
sensations during Johan Cruyff's
lasttwo seasons as the Barca coach
during the mid-1990s.

Barca's woes may not be over
though, despite the three welcome
points.

They often looked ragged at the
back and Radomir Antic clearly still
has yet to find a solution to injury-
aggrevated defensive problems
which plagued his predecessor
Louis van Gaal.

Valencia kept up the pressure on
the top two in Spain with a 2-0 win
over Malaga, a result which
extended their unbeaten streak to
six games.

The reigning Spanish champions
remain in third but only on goal
difference.

Valencia have 42 points from
their 22 games, the same number
as second-placed Real Madrid and
just two behind league leaders Real

Valencia's Argentine defender
Mauricio Pellegrino scrambled the
ball into the net nine minutes after
the break, after the ball ran loose
around Malaga's six yard box.

The goal was Pellegrino's first of
the season and Juan Sanchezhad a
similar reason to celebrate when he
got Valencia's second after 75
minutes.

The second-half substitute
flicked a low cross from Vicente
Rodriguez into the net after arrived
on the field only a few minutes
before.

Deportivo La Coruna have not
given up on the title either and
proved that they are still in the hunt
with a 1-0 win at Valladolid on
Saturday.

The only goal of an otherwise
scrappy game came from
Deportivo's Dutch international
striker Roy Makaay after 57 min-
utes.

Makaay produced a spectacular
leap into the air to volley home an
Enriqgue Romero cross from the left
wing, scoring with the outside of his
right foot.

The goal was Makaay's 16th of
the season and extends his lead at
the top of the Spanish first division
scoring charts.

TOP SIX

Spanish football league table on
Saturday (played, won, drawn, lost,
goals for, against, points):
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