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Chhayanaut artistes render songs at the Central Shaheed Minar yesterday as part of the Amar Ekushey 
programme.

PHOTO: AFP

US Marines with the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, from Camp Pendleton, California, march in the northern Kuwaiti 
desert near Iraq on Saturday.

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  M a h a t h i r  
Mohammad has voiced disappoint-
ment over Qatar's reluctance to 
support the staging in Malaysia of 
an emergency session of the 
Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) on the Iraq crisis, 
a report said yesterday.

Malaysia has proposed to host 
the summit after the upcoming Non-
Alligned Meeting (NAM) which 
would be held from February 20-25. 
It will bring together leaders or 
representatives from NAM's 114 
member states.

"We are disappointed because 
so many heads of governments of 
OIC countries who are also mem-
bers of NAM will be here and it is a 
good opportunity for us to meet and 
discuss informally so that we can 
have a common stand," Mahathir 
was quoted as saying by the 
Sunday Times newspaper.

"Foreign Minister (Syed Hamid 
Albar) had in fact contacted Qatar 
before this but they were not agree-
able to having such a meeting here."

Qatar now holds the presidency 
of the 57-member pan-Islamic body.

Mahathir said Iranian President 
Mohammed Khatami had sug-
gested t him that a special session 
of the OIC be convened after the 
NAM summit.

"We will try to convene a meeting 
of OIC members in Kuala Lumpur, 
either formally or informally," he 
said.

The proposal to convene an 
emergency meeting in Malaysia 
comes at a time when the United 
States is engaged in a massive 
military buildup in the Gulf as a 
prelude to an anticipated attack on 
Iraq.

Qatar, a close US ally, is likely to 
serve as the command center of a 
military campaign.

Mahathir said there was no clear 
evidence that Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction.

"All they (weapons inspectors) 
are saying is that Iraq is not cooper-
ating. How the Iraqis must cooper-
ate, I don't know," he said.

Mahathir had said that Malaysia 
will not support a war against Iraq 
even if the United Nations Security 
Council gives the go-ahead.

Mahathir disappointed
as Qatar rejects OIC
summit in Malaysia

Iraq expels US
newsman
AFP, New York

In apparent tit-for-tat expulsions, the 
Fox Television News correspondent 
in Baghdad was kicked out of the 
country after the United States 
expelled the Iraqi News Agency's 
(INA) correspondent in New York, 
Fox said Saturday.

"Our correspondent Greg Talkot 
has been asked to leave by the Iraqi 
government," Fox vice president 
John Stack told AFP. "He has to 
leave by Monday morning, local 
time."

Stack said Talkot was the only 
member of the Fox team in Baghdad 
to be expelled.

"The technicians will be remain-
ing behind," he said.

The US government on Friday 
expelled Mohammad Hassan 
Alaoui, an INA correspondent, 
suspected of spying and "carrying 
out activities considered prejudicial 
to the national security of the United 
States."

Baghdad called Alaoui's expul-
sion "a new stupidity by the lamenta-
ble American government."

Fox News, part of the media 
empire of Australian-Americans 
Ruppert Murdoch, has firmly sup-
ported the US position in its broad-
casts.

Stack said Fox would be appeal-
ing Talkot's expulsion "in Amman, in 
Baghdad and in New York."

"We intend to do everything 
possible to return our correspon-
dent to his post," he said.

493 promoted
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the administration, they had argued.
Meanwhile, highly placed 

sources claim that the SSB could 
not get its recommendations 
through in three previous attempts 
because of some junior officials at 
the Prime Minister's Office.

The officials with links to some 
political leaders tried to block the 
promotions because they were not 
on the SSB list, they said.

Earlier this month, a junior official 
of the PMO met an important SSB 
member and asked him not to place 
the recommendation before the PM 
until the 1991 batch officials were 
included in the promotion list, they 
added.
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try's overall school dropout rate, 
now over 30 per cent, he claimed. 
Nearly 0.3 million students, most of 
whom are either poor or having no 
place in the mainstream education, 
were given non-formal education in 
the first two years.  

Proshika had a tough time in the 
third year and had to borrow money 
from its welfare funds to run this 
programme.  As per the project 
plan, it is supposed to run 23, 400 
non-formal schools in the fourth 
year (2002-2003) and expand the 
programme further on the following 
year. 

Similarly, support staff, teachers 
and students of non-formal educa-
t i o n  a n d  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  
programmes, and people depend-
ing on the project, launched in 1999, 
would face a serious financial 
setback.   

Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangha 
(BNPS), another organisation 
facing fund crisis, claimed that it has 
targeted mobilizing some four 
million poor women in order to 
improve their socio-economic 
condition. 

This programme was designed 
for three years under three project 
heads, costing over Tk 12 crore.   

"Women in rural Bangladesh 
have been getting benefit of NGO 
activities. Now they can think of their 
economic prosperity on their own 
and need more support to turn 
themselves into social capital," said 
Rokeya Kabir, executive director of 
the BNPS adding that this process 
has been halted due to fund block-
age.  

The PRIP Trust is facing a finan-
cial crisis on the second phase of its 
Towards a Just Society project. It 
has been giving technical assis-
tance to small NGOs in 52 out of 64 
districts for capacity building,

Aroma Dutta, chief executive of 
the Trust, said the government's 
decision created a difficult situation 
for her organisation. 

"We cannot think of our next 
course of action as the project 
implementation came to a halt on 
the mid-way due to fund shortage."  

A similar project worth Tk 38 
crore of the International Voluntary 
Service (IVS) has been pending 
with the NGO Affairs Bureau since 
December 2001.

NGO fund blockage

Coach
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have faith in the players and expect 
they will live up to expectations in 
the next four games."

The former Pakistan paceman 
put Bangladesh's loss to Canada 
down to lack of application by the 
players.

"However, my job as coach is not 
finished yet. I am working hard to 
make the boys understand what 
they have to do. Let's hope that 
things will be better in the next game 
against the West Indies. You must 
be positive with them."

Kamal refused a direct answer 
when asked whether the short-term 
association with former Bangladesh 
coach Gordon Greenidge in 
Namibia had any adverse impact on 
the team.

"It was a (Bangladesh Cricket) 
Board policy and I was not told 
about it. Gordon's association with 
the team in previous World Cups 
was highly satisfactory."
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bowling of Andre Adams, who 
shared the new ball with Shane 
Bond, before unleashing his full 
array of shots to roars of approval 
from a packed crowd in the 30,000-
seater stadium. 

He hit 19 fours and three sixes 
before being caught on the 
midwicket boundary off medium-
pacer Jacob Oram.

There were good partnerships 
throughout the South African 
innings, which was launched by a 
stand of 60 in the first ten overs 
between Gibbs and left-hander 
Graeme Smith, playing his first 
match of the tournament after 
replacing the injured Jonty Rhodes. 

Smith made 23 after being 
caught at second slip off a no-ball 
from Bond in the first over before he 
had scored. 

It was tough going for the New 
Zealand bowlers, with only Scott 
Styris, who took one for 44 in ten 
overs, managing to keep the bats-
men in check. Jacob Oram took two 
for 52 but both of his wickets were to 
catches in the deep. 

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the World Cup 

Group B match between South 
Africa and New Zealand at the 
Wanderers Stadium here on 
Sunday: 

SOUTH AFRICA 
G Smith c McCullum b Bond  23 
H Gibbs c McMillan b Oram 143 
N Boje b Styris   29 
J Kallis c Vincent b Vettori  33 

M Boucher c Cairns b Oram  10 
L Klusener not out   33 
S Pollock c Oram b Adams   10 
G Kirsten not out  5 
Extras: (lb-6, w-11, nb-3)  20 
Total: (For six wickets in 50 overs) 306 

Fall of wickets: 1-60, 2-126, 3-
193, 4-243, 5-260, 6-287 
Bowler O M R W
Bond 10 0 73 1
Adams 9 0 57 1
Oram 8 0 52 2
Styris 10 0 44 1
Vettori 10 0 58 1
Astle 3 0 16 0 
NEW ZEALAND
C McMillan c Boucher b Donald  25 
S Fleming not out 134 
N Astle not out 54 
Extras: (lb-8, w-8)   16 
Total: (For one wicket in 36.5 overs)  
229 

Fall of wicket: 1-89 
Bowler O M R W
Pollock 8 0 36 0
Ntini 8 1 33 0
Donald 5.5 0 52 1
Kallis 8 0 47 0
Boje 2 0 16 0
Klusener 5 0 37 0 

Result: New Zealand won by 
nine wickets (Duckworth-Lewis 
method).

Man-of-the-match: Stephen 
Fleming. 

Toss: South Africa 
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (WIs) 

and Peter Willey (Eng). 
TV umpire: Daryl Harper (Aus). 
Match referee: Wasim Raja 

(Pak). 

Kiwis fly on Fleming

Gram Sarkar
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ated it in chorus.  The objection was 
nullified by voice vote.  

"It would give birth to confronta-
tion at the grassroots level because 
the proposed Gram Sarkar repre-
sentatives would not be elected," 
said Mohammed Nasim of the 
Awami League.   

A Gram Sarkar organisation will 
have 15 representatives, including 
the head of the organisation and an 
advisor, and it will be constituted for 
five years.   

The proposed Sarkar would 
undertake development projects 
like construction of roads and cul-
verts on a priority basis and review 
their progress and financial aspects 
from time to time. 

It would also report to the Union 
Parishad about law and order, 
literacy movement, school enrol-
ment, immunisation, family planning 
activities, and collect preliminary 
information on birth, death, mar-
riage and divorce.

The Gram Sarkar would be 
empowered to supervise VGF and 
VGT programmes.  

It would take necessary mea-
sures to stop repression on women, 
theft, robbery and other criminal 
activities, and help the civil adminis-
tration to settle local disputes 
through negotiations.

It would inspire village people to 
send their children to school, 
encourage tree plantation and 
environment protection and set up 
village co-operatives, small scale 
industries, poultry and fisheries 
firms etc. 

Chairmen of the Upazi la 
Parishad and the Union Parishad 
would be empowered to oversee the 
activities of the Gram Sarkar, while 
the district administration will have 
the authority to dissolve it for a valid 
reason.
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His British counterpart Tony Blair 
again also insisted action must be 
taken against Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

"If there are 500,000 on that 
march, that is still less than the 
number of people whose deaths 
Saddam has been responsible for. If 
there are one million, that is still less 
than the number of people who died 
in the wars he started," he said. 

Possibly staking his career on 
the alliance with Washington, Blair 
added: "I do not seek unpopularity 
as a badge of honour. But some-
times it is the price of leadership and 
the cost of conviction." 

NATO chief George Robertson 
convened the Defence Planning 
Committee (DPC), on which France 
does not sit, in a new bid to end the 
crisis centred on US proposals to 
help Turkey in the case of war on 
Iraq. 

France said it was hoping for a 
solution that would involve France 
staying out of military measures but 
reaffirming its political solidarity with 
Ankara. 

As for the European Union, the 
split is so great, with Britain, Italy 
and Spain leading calls for war, that 
one senior EU diplomat said the 
talks Monday risked compounding 
the divisions. 

"This could be a bomb that 
explodes in our faces," he said. Said 
another: "The best we can expect is 
that everybody at least smiles for 
the family photo." 

UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, who said Saturday that the 
Security Council might need a new 
resolution on Iraq but that war could 
still be averted, will address the 
summit, as current EU president 
Greece tries to keep the United 
Nations at the centre of the Union's 
response to the crisis. 

Greek Foreign Minister George 
Papandreou joined a meeting of 
Arab League foreign ministers in 
Cairo yesterday, in the first non-
Arab presence at such talks. 

"It reflects the keenness of Arabs 
to consult with the EU in supporting 
international efforts to bring about a 
peaceful settlement to the Iraq crisis 
and avoid war," an Arab League 
official told AFP. 

An emergency Arab summit will 
be held on February 27 to address 
the Iraq crisis, the state-run 
Egyptian daily Al-Ahram reported, 
amid predictions that the Arab 
leaders would offer Saddam the 
chance to go into exile or face a US-
led war. 

US officials meanwhile declined 
to indicate their next move, with 
White House spokeswoman Jeanie 

Mamo saying Bush "still hopes for a 
peaceful resolution, and that is up to 
Saddam Hussein." 

Secretary of State Colin Powell 
indicated the administration was 
now uncertain it would seek a sec-
ond resolution to approve use of 
force against Iraq. 

But if Iraq has still fails to disarm, 
Washington is ready "to lead a 
coalition of nations that would be 
willing to join the United States in the 
disarmament," Powell said. 

Official Iraqi media said the 
global anti-war demonstrations, 
coupled with Friday's Security 
Council session, were proof of US 
isolation. 

"The administration has failed 
and the Security Council session 
was a defeat for the US logic of 
aggression in full view of all citizens 
of this world," said Ath-Thawra, 
mouthpiece of Saddam's ruling 
Baath party. 

The United States has some 
150,000 troops in place in the Gulf, 
bolstered by troops from Australia 
and Britain. 

The New York Times, citing US 
intelligence and military sources, 
yesterday said Iraq's war defence 
plans include blowing up dams, 
destroying bridges and igniting oil 
fields. 

Analysts say the cost of war in 

Iraq may far exceed the more than 
60 billion dollars spent on the 1991 
Gulf War to force Saddam's troops 
out of Kuwait. 

In Geneva, major aid agencies 
and 29 governments were to wrap 
up a two-day meeting Sunday on 
the possible impact of a conflict on 
civilians. 

Meanwhile the London-based Al-
Hayat Arabic newspaper on Sunday 
published a transcript of a new tape, 
alleged to be from terror master-
mind Osama bin Laden, in which he 
vows to pursue his struggle against 
the United States. 

The recording, available on the 
I n t e r n e t  a t  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/abu
danan/message/1261, says Egypt, 
Iran, Sudan and Syria will be the 
next US targets after Iraq. 

The 53-minute tape urges 
Muslims "to be convinced of the 
possibi l i ty  of  defeat ing the 
Americans", citing a list of attacks 
against US interests across the 
globe in recent years. 

Bin Laden also lashes out at 
Saudi and other Gulf leaders, por-
traying them as US puppets compa-
rable to US-backed Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai.

US gets lonely as peace movement peaks

AFP, Nablus 

Two Palestinians were killed in an 
Israeli army raid yesterday to snatch 
a senior official of the PLO in 
Nablus, while four militants of the 
radical Islamic group Hamas were 
blown up in a mystery blast in the 
Gaza Strip.

As the violence claimed more 
lives, a hardline splinter group of 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's 
Fatah threatened to use force 
against any Palestinian prime 
minister "imposed" by the interna-
tional community.

Fearing new threats from militant 
groups, Israel sealed off the territo-
ries indefinitely, with some security 
officials saying the total blockade 
will not be lifted until after a US-led 
war on Iraq.

The clashes in Nablus erupted 
as Israeli troops and tanks moved 
into the centre of the northern West 
Bank city to arrest Taysir Khaled, a 
member of the executive committee 
of  the Palest ine Liberat ion 
Organisation (PLO), Palestinian 
security sources said.

Khaled, who is also a leading 

member of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
was captured after a gunfight 
erupted around his offices, where a 
crowd of around 100 stone-throwing 
youths gathered.

Two Palestinians, aged 20 and 
35, were killed in the clashes after 
being shot in the head. Another 29 
were wounded, including three 
listed in critical condition. The youn-
ger slain man was identified as a 
civilian.

In Gaza, meanwhile, at least four 
Palestinian militants from the 
Ezzedin al-Qassam Brigades, 
Hamas' armed wing, were killed 
when an explosion ripped through a 
house belonging to a group mem-
ber.

Hamas leader Ismail Haniya said 
the group was looking into whether 
the men blew themselves up while 
preparing explosives or if they were 
killed by the Israelis.

An Israeli army spokeswoman 
refused any immediate comment on 
the blast. The Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades, made up of radical Fatah 
members and largely a decentral-
ised network of grassroots militants, 

said in a statement it would fight 
against the imposition of a 
Palestinian "Karzai," a reference to 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai, 
appointed after the US campaign to 
oust the Taliban.

The statement lashed out at the 
"conspiracy of terrorist parties" who 
aimed to force Arafat to name a 
prime minister to circumscribe his 
power.

Arafat finally agreed to the 
appointment at the weekend after 
coming under pressure from the 
United States, the international 
community and Israel.

"We will fight strongly against 
any Karzai imposed by these inter-
national terrorist parties under the 
name of a prime minister," said the 
group, which has ignored calls by 
Arafat to end its deadly attacks 
inside Israel.

Despite the threat, Palestinian 
international cooperation minister 
Nabil Shaath said in Cairo that 
Arafat would name a premier "in two 
or three weeks."

Palestinian officials have denied 
the move was prompted by interna-
tional pressure.

Violence in Nablus, Gaza
kills 6 Palestinians

NAM summit
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bours. In less than a month, 
Islamabad and New Delhi have 
expelled nine officials each from 
each other's missions on charges of 
spying.

The NAM summit will mark the 
fourth time that the top Indian and 
Pakistani leaders share a dais since 
both countries came to the brink of 
war following a terror attack on the 
Indian Parliament on December 13, 
2001. India blamed Pakistan-
backed terrorists for the attack, 
which Pakistan has denied.

The last NAM summit was held in 
Durban, South Africa, in 1998. 
Vajpayee and Pakistan's then 
foreign minister Sartaj Aziz repre-
sented their countries in that meet-
ing and used the forum to restate 
their known stands on Kashmir.

Saifur
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Ahmed Kamran and other AL lead-
ers. 

Shafique said AL extended 
support to the incumbent mayor in 
the ensuing polls. Sensing his 
victory, the ruling party stalwart is 
trying to influence voters, he 
alleged.

The AL leaders further alleged 
that the finance minister had influ-
enced the police administration to 
arrest another mayoral candidate 
from the court area but it was foiled 
by lawyers. Two police officials were 
transferred for failing to arrest the 
candidate. 

Another mayoral candidate is 
also under a "serious pressure", 
they alleged.

The finance minister also 
changed the name of decades-old 
Sylhet Auditorium into Saifur 
Rahman Auditorium and renamed 
the Sylhet Government Girls 
College Auditorium after his wife, 
they said. 

Rajpunnah
FROM PAGE 12

Larma, Deputy Minister for CHT  

Affairs Moni Swapan Dewan, 

Chairman of Rangamati Hill District 

Council Dr. Manik Lal Dewan and 

Deputy Commissioner Dr. Zafar 

Ahmed Khan attended the function.

Water table
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Dhaka Water Supply and Sewerage 
Authority (WASA) survey. 

Experts say two treatment plants 
of the Dhaka WASA can only meet 
20 per cent of water demand in the 
city, which is generated from sur-
face water sources. The rest is met 
from ground level pumping by deep 
tube-well. 

The WASA currently has 403 (8 
inches) deep tube-wells in the city 
pumping out 140 crore litres of water 
everyday, sources said. There are 
also more than 400 private deep 
tube-wells (4 to 6 inches) pumping 
out groundwater. Deep tube-wells 
are on the rise at a rate of 70 to 80 a 
year, the source said. 

"Our survey has revealed that 
the water table is declining two to 
three metres every year and the 
intensity is high in and around the 
Motijheel commercial area," WASA 
Chief Engineer Dr. Kazi Mohammed 
Sheesh said. 

He added that WASA had a plan 
to put brakes on the use of deep 
tube-wells in the Motijheel area. 

The WASA chief engineer also 
said the WASA had conducted 
another survey to monitor possible 
land subsidence due to declining 
groundwater level. He said the 
survey did not find any land subsi-
dence in the city, which might be 
related to the fall of water level. 

'The rate of the water table fall is 
less in the nearby low-lying and 
greenish areas in the city," said 
Iftekharul Alam, consultant of the 
survey and monitoring project.

Advani
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213 people left no man's land 
between India and Bangladesh. 

India said the stranded people 
were Bangladeshi snake charmers 
and that Bangladesh took them 
back. Bangladesh denies any of its 
nationals are illegally in India and 
has denied taking them back.

The snake charmers had trig-
gered a diplomatic crisis as Advani 
and other Indian leaders demanded 
Bangladesh take them. 

India announced last month a 
dr ive to deport  mi l l ions of  
Bangladeshis it said had entered its 
territory illegally and could pose a 
security threat. 

Singh said more forces have 
been deployed to the border but that 
more troops were still needed.

CJA confce
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Secretary General Don Mckinnon, 
World Bank Country Director 
Frederic Temple, Director of 
Commonwealth Foundation Colin 
Ball and Director of Political Affairs 
Division of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat Matthew Neuhaus will 
also address the conference.

The main objective of the confer-
ence is to bring together the 
Commonwealth journalists to draw 
international attention to the role of 
journalists in relation to civil society 
and good governance.

The delegates at the conference 
will especially examine how respon-
sible, fair, accurate and unhindered 
reporting is crucial to the operation 
of a democratic society.

Editors, civil society members 
and business leaders will take part 
in at least 10 working sessions of the 
conference..

The delegates will visit Central 
Shaheed Minar in the early hours of 
Feb 21 to pay homage to the mar-
tyrs of the 1952 Language 
Movement.

Mild tremor
shakes 
Rangpur
BSS, Rangpur

A mild tremor shook Rangpur town 
and its adjoining areas in the early 
hours of yesterday.

The tremor hit the areas at about 
3.40 am and lasted about 10 sec-
onds.

The magnitude of the tremor 
could not be measured due to non-
availability of Richter Scale, Met 
office sources said.

No injury or damage to property 
was, however, reported.
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stroy the world." America, he said, 
was "a country run by a bunch of 
criminals ... with Tony Blair as a 
hired Christian thug." 

No serious incidents were 
reported, as more than 4,500 police 
officers lined the streets packed with 
protesters of all ages and back-
grounds who shouted slogans, blew 
horns, banged drums and waved 
placard. 

Blair was well away from 
London, opting instead to speak to 
Labour's spring conference where 
he accepted that chief UN weapons 
inspector Hans Blix and his team 
would have more time to pursue 
their work inside Iraq. 

But he sought to hang on to the 
moral high ground, saying the 
prospect of a war that might lead to 
Saddam's downfall made it possible 
for war to be fought "with a clear 
conscience". 

"If the result of peace is Saddam 
staying in power, not disarmed, then 
I tell you, there are consequences 
paid in blood for that decision too," 
the prime minister said. 

"Ridding the world of Saddam 
would be an act of humanity. It is 
leaving him there that is, in truth, 
inhumane." 

Blair has committed 30,000 
troops and marines, 120 tanks, a 
17-ship naval task force led by the 

aircraft carrier Ark Royal, and some 
100 fighter jets and support aircraft 
to a possible US-led attack on Iraq. 

He is also seen at home as 
having the power to influence US 
President George W Bush, though 
critics still like to brand the prime 
minister as "an American poodle". 

Opening the newspapers on 
Sunday, Blair could console himself 
with the fact that the political right in 
Britain remains firmly on the side of 
military intervention. 

Under the headline "Give war a 
chance", the Sunday Telegraph 
editorialised that it was "insulting 
that the marchers assume that 
those who accept the necessity of 
war do so with anything other than a 
heavy heart". 

"There are those on the anti-war 
marches and the Security Council 
who naively believe that Saddam 
can be made to behave," echoed 
the Sunday Times newspaper. 
"They are wrong, dangerously so."

Blair on tightrope

AL walks out
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Soon afterwards, senior AL parlia-
mentarian Suranjit Sengupta took 
floor on a point of order and pro-
posed formation of an 11-member 
parliamentary committee headed by 
the Speaker.

He also thanked the home minis-
ter for his objective comments on 
the incident but expressed concern 
over repeated bomb explosions. 

The article 189 of the Rules of 
Procedure of parliament has the 
provision for such a committee 
formation, Sengupta said.

But Chief Whip Khandakar 
Delwar Hossain opposed the pro-
posal.

The Chair disapproved of the 
proposal with the observation that 
the home minister had already given 
a statement on the matter and cases 
were lodged as well.

Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
in parliament Abdul Hamid led the 
AL lawmakers in the walkout at 
7.00pm.

However, the AL rejoined the 
House five minutes later, after a 
brief press briefing accusing the 
ruling alliance of harbouring funda-
mentalists and criminals.

The Speaker did not accept the 
AL proposal, as the government did 
not want him to do so, alleged 
Sengupta.

Experts are investigating the 
Dinajpur bomb incident and civilians 
like parliamentarians cannot do 
much, the senior member of the 
Treasury Bench, Abdul Mannan 
Bhuiyan, told the House. 

The government will make public 
the expert findings after investiga-

tion, he assured.
A bill on Gram Sarkar, a pro-

posed local government tier, was 
tabled in the House.

    
 JS debates
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branded as numberone corrupt 
country," said Alamgir Kabir.

Young BNP lawmaker Elias Ali 
added fuel to the fire taking the floor 
for a supplementary question. He 
asked the minister whether action 
would be taken against the former 
housing minister who had "illegally 
allocated plots to his housemaids 
and relations".

In reply Alamgir Kabir said during  
Awami League rule, 52 bighas of 
land were grabbed by Hasan Imam, 
Kabir Chowdhury and some others 
"in the name of freedom fighters' 
cooperatives".

He said all lands occupied or 
allocated illegally would be recov-
ered.

Joynal Abedin Faruk, also of  
ruling BNP, however, had some-
thing different to raise in the House.

He wanted to know where the 
money had been deposited  and at 
what interest, as only Tk 65 crore 
was allocated for acquired lands 
against a Tk 220 crore loan sanc-
tioned by a bank.

Alamgir Kabir informed the 
House that the entire loan was yet to 
be released . So far, Tk 65 crore has 
been distributed to the affected 
people following the land acquisition 
by RAJUK.
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