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WTO falls to reach accord on
farm trade reform, drugs

Tokyo ministerial meet ends

REUTERS, Tokyo

Ministers from more than 20 coun-
tries wrapped up divisive WTO talks
yesterday, failing to find common
ground on key issues of agricultural
trade reform and poor countries'
access to life-saving drugs.

How far and how quickly to tear
down barriers to world farm trade
was a key topic of the discussions,
which showed countries were still
widely spliton the issue.

"Different views were expressed
as to the levels of ambition or bal-
ance we should be seeking," Japa-
nese Foreign Minister Yoriko
Kawaguchi, who chaired the meet-
ing, told a news conference.

But Kawaguchi said that the
latest informal talks, on everything
from import duties to generic drugs,
would help push forward trade
liberalisation negotiations launched
in Doha, Qatar, in November 2001.

"We had an intensive discussion

keeping and strengthening the
momentum of the round,"
Kawaguchi said.

The Tokyo talks were meant to
give ministers a chance to take
stock of progress to date, as the
clock ticked towards a March 31
deadline to agree on such contro-
versial farm issues as targets for
tariff cuts.

Failure to meet the March 31
deadline would reduce the chances
of the overall set of World Trade
Organisation (WTO) negotiations
on agriculture, services, manufac-
tured goods and other sectors
being wrapped up by the target date
of January 2005.

At the meeting, differences came
to the fore over a plan released
earlier by the WTO's chief agricul-
tural mediator, Stuart Harbinson.

Harbinson's plan had proposed
cutting the highest import tariffs on
farm goods but not imposing ceil-
ings on those duties.
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two main camps in the talks: the
United States and other big export-
ers that want aggressive
liberalisation, and the more protec-
tionist Japan and EU, which want
less drastic change.

The two sides could not agree on
whether the plan could form the
basis for negotiations, so the blue-
print had to be sent back to the
drawing board.

Such differences were under-
scored by comments by various
ministers after the conclusion of the
talks.

"Australia and other members of
the Cairns group are becoming
increasingly concerned that if Eu-
rope is not prepared to play the
same role it expects of its partners,
the round could be headed for
trouble," said Australian Trade
Minister Mark Vaile.

US Trade Representative Robert
Zoellick criticised Japan for its
stance on farm trade liberalisation.

US-Vietnam textile talks
begin Wednesday

AFP, Hanoi

The US-Vietnam bilateral trade
agreement took six years of tortur-

cheaper imports from Vietnam,

where labour costs are a fraction of

thoseincurred in the United States.
"Industrialised countries always
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Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 16/2/2003
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Juan L Blanch, general manager of Invesa International, Spain, shakes hands with M Anis Ud Dowla, chairman and
managing director of ACI Limited, during his recent visit to ACl office.

ers, distributes and market animal
health products all over the world.

reliable. While all reasonable care has been taken in its preparation no responsibility
or liability is accepted for errors of fact or any opinion expressed herein.

The above are shipping position and performance of vessels at Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet

of CPA supplied by HRC Group, Dhaka.
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