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YOUNG PEGASUS V 
UTTARA SC 
A seven-wicket haul from pacer 
Debabrata Paul propelled Uttara 
Sporting Club to a 117-run win over 
Y o u n g  P e g a s u s  a t  t h e  
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

Debabrata gave away only 22 
runs from his 10 overs as Pegasus, 
chasing only 191, were shot out for a 
meagre 74 in 25 overs.

Debabrata's new-ball partner 
Rabbani gave a good support with 
two wickets for 29.

Electing to bat first, Uttara could 
muster 191 before being bowled out 
in the last ball of their innings.

O p e n e r  M o n i r u z z a m a n  
topscored with 41 off 34 balls.

SCOREBOARDS
S c o r e b o a r d s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
GrameenPhone Premier Division 
Cricket League matches at different 
city venues yesterday:

Abahani v Surjo Tarun
Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket 

Stadium
SURJO TARUN
Riyad b Bikash  4
Zubayer c Akram b Suja  13
Sakib lbw b Arman  106
Nasir c Akram b Mehrab  19
Yakub Ali run out  6
Fazle b Alamgir  4
Ilyas c & b Mehrab  18
Obayed b Alamgir  30
Najmul not out  16
Monirul not out  2
Extras: (lb-3, nb-3, w-14)  20
Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs)  238
Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-78, 3-147, 4-
149, 5-156, 6-163, 7-199, 8-236.
Bowler O M R W
Bikash  8 0 53 1
Alamgir 10 1 47 2
Suja 10 4 37 1
Arman 10 1 43 1
Towhid 2 0 23 0
Mehrab 10 0 32 2
ABAHANI

Sajjadul run out  41
Mehrab c Najmul b Ziaul  56
Imran c & b Obayed  1
Akram not out  73
Asadullah not out  54
Extras: (lb-7, nb-1, w-11)  19
Total: (For 3 wkts in 49.2 overs)  244
Fall of wickets: 1-89, 2-91, 3-126
Bowler O M R W
Najmul 10 1 33 0
Monirul  9.2 0 54 0
Ilyas 10 2 42 0
Ziaul 10 2 52 1
Obayed 10 0 56 1
Result: Abahani won by seven 
wickets.

Uttara SC vs Young Pegasus 
Venue: BNS

UTTARA
Moniruzzaman run out  41

Shahriar c Imrose b Fahad  12
Shafiul run out  37
Sumon c Murad b Rashed  26
Faisal c & b Rashed  2
Nayeem lbw b Rashed  0
Mostafa run out  11
Aslam lbw b Rezanul  11
Arman c Fahad b Sahadat  11
Debabroto run out  4
Rabbani not out  0
Extras: (b-4, lb-7, nb-7, w-18)  36
Total: (All out in 50 overs)  191
Fall of wickets: 1-61, 2-63, 3-129, 4-
131, 5-131, 6-153, 7-166, 8-186, 9-
191
Bowler  O M R W
Shahjada  10 1 27 1
Sabbir  6 0 35 0
Fahad  5 0 35 1
Jamil  1 0 4 0
Kamal  1 0 6 0
Murad  7 0 37 0
Rashed  10 1 23 
Rezaul  10 0 23 1
YOUNG PEGASUS
Imrose c Neyeem b Rabbani  1
Jamil c Nayeem b Debabroto  0
Sabbir lbw b Debabroto  0
Nirala c rana b Debabroto  10
Fahad c Sumon b Debabroto  2

Rashed c Sumon b Rabbani  12
Rezanul not out  28
Murad lbw b Debabroto  1
Tanvir b Debabroto  1
Shahajada b Debabroto  0
Kamal c Debabroto b Faisal  8
Extras: (b-4, nb-1, w-6)  11
Total: (All out in 25 overs)  74
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-3, 3-3, 4-17, 5-
26, 6-34, 7-40, 8-44, 9-44
Bowler  O M R W
Debabroto  10 2 22 7
Rabbani  10 1 29 2
Faisal  3 1 6 1
Aslam  2 0 13 0
Result: Uttara Sporting Club won 
by 117 runs. 

Brothers Union vs Kalabagan 
KC

Venue: FCS
BROTHERS UNION
Salahuddin c Tariq b Zakir  6
Shahriar c Imran b Tariqul  22
Mustadir run out  0
Mahabub c Nahidul b Saikat  54
Sanjay c Lablur b Imran  10
Masroor c Imran b Saikat  32
Halim 41 run out  41
Shamsul lbw b Saikat  9
Mostakim not out  7
Iqbal c Ziaur b Mahabubul  33
Morshed not out  5
Extras: (b-2, lb6, nb-9, w-15)  32
Total: (For 9 wickets in 50 overs)  
251
Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-13, 3-71, 4-
103, 5-116, 6-187, 7-198, 8-103, 9-
249
Bowler  O M R W
Zakir  10 2 44 1
Mahabubul 5 0 29 1
Tariqul  7 0 29 1
Imran 6 0 31 1
Saikat  10 1 41 3
Ziaur  3 0 22 0
Nahidul  3 0 14 0
Imtiaz  6 0 33 0
KALABAGAN KC 
Imtiaz c Halim b Morshed  41
Rahman lbw b Iqbal  1
Nahidul c & b Mustadir  24
Ziaur c Salahuddin b Masroor  37
Nasir run out  6

Tariqul c & b Mostakim  5
Imran lbw b Sanjay  23
Lablur c Masroor b Mostakim  0
Saikat c Salahuddin b Sanjay  4
Zakir not out  1
Extras: (lb-1, w-7)  8
Total: (All out in 42 overs)  150
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-58, 3-77, 4-
93, 5-112, 6-132, 7-133, 8-134, 9-
149
Bowler  O M R W
Morshed  7 0 39 1
Iqbal  7 1 34 1
Mustadir  8 2 16 1
Masroor  10 1 32 2
Mostakim 7 0 21 2
Sanjay  3 1 7 2
Result: Brothers Union won by 
101 runs. 
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Serie A

Roma win
at last
AFP, Rome

A three-match losing run came to a 
decisive end for AS Roma with a 3-1 
win over Bologna in Italy's Serie A on 
Saturday. 

The win came despite AS Roma 
captain Francesco Totti missing a 
52nd-minute penalty, although 
Marco Delvecchio capitalised on the 
rebound from Bologna 'keeper 
Gianluca Pagliuca. 

Vincenzo Montella had put the 
capital side ahead ten minutes 
before the interval, with Antonio 
Cassano grabbing AS Roma's third. 

Guiseppe Signori was responsi-
ble for Bologna's lone effort. 

In Saturday's other match 
Brescia thumped Piacenza 4-1, the 
away team being inspired by an 
inspired Roberto Baggio. 

Brescia's Ghanian midfielder 
Stephen Appiah opened the scoring 
early, with Biaggio bagging a sec-
ond to pull Brescia ahead again 
after Dario Hubner's 18 minute 
equaliser. 

Second half strikes from Luca 
Toni and Igli Tare wrapped up a 
good night's work for the visitors. 

Sunday's action includes Inter 
Milan's visit to strugglers Torino.

AFP, Madrid

Radomir Antic, left at home by his 
new employers, was spared a 
baptism of fire as Barcelona's 
newly-appointed coach Saturday as 
the fallen Spanish giants went down 
3-0 at Atletico Madrid. 

The 54-year-old Yugoslav, a 
former coach at Atletico, Real 
Madrid and Oviedo, replaced 
Dutchman Louis van Gaal who left 
the post earlier this week after just 
eight months at the troubled Nou 
Camp. 

However club officials felt it was 
too soon to throw Antic into the fray - 
a decision he perhaps will have 
welcomed after watching the match 
on television at home. 

Up and coming Spanish young-
ster Fernando Torres opened the 
scoring for Atletico in the 39th min-
ute and the Madrid side piled on the 
pressure in the second half through 
goals from Emerson and Luis 

Garcia. 
Ahead of Sunday's main match 

day Barcelona still sit in 12th place 
and, mathematically, could find 
themselves in the unlikely position 
of the relegation zone if certain 
results go against them. 

Barcelona, who are going 
through one of their biggest crises in 
their history, went into the match 
deprived of star scorer Patrick 
Kluivert and his Dutch team-mate 
Phillipe Cocu, both suspended, and 
Argentine wonder boy Saviola, who 
is injured. 

To  c o m p o u n d  m a t t e r s ,  
Barcelona's stand-in coach Antonio 
De La Cruz had to replace defender 
Philippe Christanval in the 22nd 
minute when the Frenchman hob-
bled off injured, 

Atletico meanwhile are pushing 
closer towards a place in Europe 
next season and seemed to be extra 
motivated - perhaps by Barca's 
state of crisis and the fact they were 
recently dumped out of the Spanish 
Cup by bottom club Recreativo 
Huelva. 

They now move up to seventh 
place, and going on Saturday's form 
may well achieve their objectives. 

Brazilian midfielder Emerson 
first threatened in the 15th minute 
with a powerful shot that was saved, 
at the second attempt, by Barca's 
Argentine 'keeper Roberto Bonano. 

However Bonano could do little 
to stop 18-year-old Torres, who 
slipped easily past Dutch defender 
Frank De Boer on the left before 
firing a low shot with the outside of 
his left foot into the net for his tenth 
goal of the campaign. 

Both teams were reduced to ten 
men in the second half when 
Atletico's Jose Mari, formerly of AC 
Milan, and Barcelona's Brazilian 
midfielder Fabio Rochemback were 
ordered off following an altercation. 

Emerson then got a chance to 
make up for his earlier miss when 
Romanian Cosmin Contra fired over 
a cross for him to head powerfully 
home in the 70th minute. 

Atletico wrapped up a memora-
ble night through Luis Garcia two 
minutes from time.

Primera Liga

Barca so poor!

AFP, London

A dramatic last-minute winner from 
Robert Pires kept Arsenal's 
Premiership title drive on track 
against Fulham on Saturday. 

Pires' second goal of the match 
secured a 2-1 win that keeps the 
double winners six points clear of 
Manchester United, who main-
tained their chase with a clinical 2-0 
win at Southampton. 

"This was a very important 
victory," Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger said after watching his side 
escape with the three points after a 
decidedly non-vintage perfor-
mance. 

"Fulham played very well but we 
are in a good position now." 

Ferguson was delighted to see 
his side maintain their first clean 
sheet of the season away from Old 
Trafford. 

"That is important and I think it is 
a barometer of our general form," 
Ferguson said. 

"I said a few weeks ago we have 
to improve our away form and we 
put that right today." 

For most of the afternoon it 
looked as if United were set to close 
the gap on their rivals as Arsenal 
struggled to overcome a battling 
Fulham side. 

Pires had got on the end of a 
17th-minute cross by international 
team-mate Thierry Henry to put 
them ahead with a rare header. 

But Fulham, stung by a tongue-
lashing from coach Jean Tigana 
after their 4-1 defeat at Manchester 
City in midweek, were clearly in the 
mood for a fight. 

It was no surprise when Steed 
Malbranque, another Frenchman, 
equalised with a volley on 29 min-
utes - his fifth goal in three games - 
and Fulham looked set to claim a 
point before Pires latched on to the 
ball in a goalmouth scramble and 
fired in the winner for his third goal of 
the week. 

Ruud van Nistelrooy smashed 
home his 25th goal of the season as 
United killed off Southampton by 
converting their first two chances of 
the match. 

The unstoppable Dutch striker 
got on the end of a Gary Neville 
cross to put United ahead from six 
yards out after a quarter of an hour. 

Seven minutes later a Juan 
Veron dummy allowed Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer's cross to run through to 
Ryan Giggs. 

The Welshman's first effort 
struck defender Claus Lundekvam 
but rolled kindly back to him and the 
second attempt from the edge of the 
area flew past Antti Niemi into the 
net. 

Niemi's day was to finsih 
moserably as he was stretchered off 

just like his United counterpart 
Fabien Barthez had been earlier in 
the match. 

It was an equally dramatic day at 
the bottom with Sunderland the big 
losers after one of the most misera-
ble afternoons in the club's history. 

An astonishing hat-trick of own 
goals in the space of seven minutes 
midway through the first half con-
demned them to a 3-1 defeat to 
Charlton that leaves them stranded 
at the bottom of the table. 

Stephen Wright began the 
comedy of errors before Michael 
Proctor managed to beat his own 
goalkeeper twice in quick succes-
sion to leave the Stadium of Light 
shrouded in darkness after just 32 
minutes. 

That was the cue for hundreds of 
Sunderland supporters to head for 
the exits but those who stayed were 
at least able to see Kevin Phillips 
score a consolation penalty in the 
second half. 

Sunder land boss Howard 
Wilkinson refused to point the finger 
at his hapless defenders. "There's 

not a lot one can do about those sort 
of goals," he said. "We've got to deal 
with the consequences. It was 
unbelievable, certainly two of them 
were very unlucky." 

West Brom leapfrogged both 
Sunderland and West Ham with a 2-
1 win at Manchester City that ruined 
Robbie Fowler's debut for the light 
blues. 

Neil Clement was the hero, 
putting the visitors ahead with an 
18th minute header then providing 
the flick-on for Darren Moore to 
claim the winner after a Phil Gilchrist 
own goal had got City back into the 
match. 

West Brom managed to hold on 
for the final 10 minutes after Jason 
Roberts was sent off for elbowing 
City's French defender Sylvain 
Distin. 

"Its a fantastic result for us," 
admitted Baggies manager Gary 
Megson. 

Bolton moved four points clear of 
the drop zone with a precious 4-2 
win over Birmingham. 

Nigerian World Cup star Jay Jay 
Okocha produced two pieces of 
individual brilliance to create the late 
goals for Youri Djorkaeff and Delroy 
Facey which clinched the win. 

A Kenny Cunningham own goal 
after 12 minutes and Henrik 
Pedersen's strike just after the 
break had seen Bolton twice go 
ahead earlier in the game. 

But those efforts were cancelled 
out by Robbie Savage and Clinton 
Morrison before Okocha delved into 
his bag of tricks. 

Chelsea's chances of forcing 
their way back into the title race look 
to have disappeared after they were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Tottenham. 

Teddy Sheringham had put 
Spurs ahead at Stamford Bridge but 
a stunning 35-yard free-kick from 
Gianfranco Zola got Chelsea back 
on level terms five minutes before 
the break. 

Everton added to Leeds' misera-
ble week with a 2-0 win at Goodison 
Park that boosts their own cam-
paign for a place in the Champions 
League by moving them level with 
Chelsea on points. 

David Unsworth put the home 
side ahead with a 56th minute 
penalty after Danny Mills pulled 
down Tomasz Radzinski. 

The Canadian striker's pace and 
tireless running exposed the gaping 
hole in the Leeds defence left by 
Jonathan Woodgate's departure 
and he got his reward with a 68th 
minute strike to secure the three 
points. 

Premiership

Last gasp Gunners

English Premiership table after 
Saturday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Arsenal   26  17   5   4   56  28 56 
Manchester Utd2 5  15   5   5   42  24 50 
Newcastle    25  15   3   7   41  31 48 
Chelsea   26  12  9   5   45  26 45 
Everton   26  13  6   7   34  30 45 
Liverpool    25  10   9   6   34  25 39 

TOP SIX

Friendly 
cricket
PRESS RELEASE

Coats Bangladesh defeated BOC 
(Bangladesh Oxygen Company) by 
seven wickets in a friendly cricket 
match at the Banani WAPDA ground 
on January 31.

Put into bat, BOC made 185 for 
eight. Swapan and Nisar top-scored 
with 42 and 41 respectively.  

Aftab and Masud shared five 
wickets each for Coats.

The winners reached their target 
in 26.4 overs (186-3). Adil Junior hit 
highest 43 while Rashid was not out 
39. 

Aus minister
worried
AFP, Sydney

The Australian government has 
been told widespread protests 
during Australia's World Cup cricket 
match in Zimbabwe are likely to turn 
violent, Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said Sunday. 

He said Austral ia 's  High 
Commissioner to Zimbabwe, 
Jonathon Brown, had sent the 
government a "disturbing report" 
after a two-day reconnaissance 
mission in Bulawayo, where 
Australian cricketers are scheduled 
to play Zimbabwe on February 24. 

Brown had reported to Canberra 
that the Zimbabwean police would 
not guarantee a controlled response 
to the planned protests, Downer told 
reporters in Adelaide. 

Downer also called on the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
to reverse its decision to support 
matches going ahead as scheduled 
in Zimbabwe and Kenya. 

"It is our view that the ICC should 
move the games from Zimbabwe to 
more appropriate locations in 
Africa," he said. 

Several Australian players have 
admitted growing concerns about 
playing in Zimbabwe. 

Matthew Hayden, the world's 
number one ranked batsman, said 
on the Australian team's departure 
here Thursday that he would refuse 
to shake the hand of Zimbabwe 
president Robert Mugabe because 
of moral issues. 

Z imbabwean go l fe r  Tony 
Johnstone said in Melbourne on 
Sunday that Australia's cricketers 
risked being targeted by protest 
groups and would be used as a 
propaganda tool by the discredited 
Zimbabwean government. 

AFP, Cape Town

Jacques Kallis has made a habit of 
collecting man-of-the-match and 
man-of-the-series awards but he 
would swap them all for a chance to 
put his hands on the World Cup. 

All-rounder Kallis has become 
one of the most consistent players in 
world cricket, a solid batsman, lively 
pace bowler and superb catcher in 
the slips or in the outfield. 

This season alone he was man of 
the series in three successive 
s e r i e s ,  t h e  Te s t s  a g a i n s t  
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka and the 
one-day series against Sri Lanka, 
having collected man of the match 
prizes in all three series as well. 

The quietly-spoken Kallis makes 
no secret of his World Cup ambi-
tions. He played in the 1996 and 

1999 tournaments. South Africa 
were favourites in both but fell short. 

"We have had plenty of opportu-
nities. It is about time we came right 
and produced the results," he said. 

Kallis has sometimes been 
criticised for scoring too slowly but 

he sees his responsibility as "run-
ning the middle order" which can't 
be done if he gets out early. He is 
capable of explosive hitting, how-
ever, and smashed a half-century 
off 24 balls against Sri Lanka at 
Centurion. 

His bowling, which fell away 
during the 2001/02 season, has 
become a major factor again, the 
result of which he says is a small 
technical change. He is able to 
generate genuine pace and can get 
late swing. 

Kallis pushed his Test batting 
average above 50 during his recent 
run of successes and his one-day 
average is a healthy 44.04. He has 
hit eight centuries and 42 fifties in 
162 innings. 

With 164 wickets at an average 
of 29.73 he is a player on whom 
South Africa will rely during the most 
important six weeks in the country's 
cricket history. 

Mr Reliable 

Razor sharp 
Lee 
AFP, Johannesbur

Australia's Brett Lee, one of the 
world's fastest bowlers, has struck a 
rich vein of form at the optimum 
moment. 

Tall, blond and athletic, with an 
intimidating explosive approach to 
the wicket, the 26-year-old from 
New South Wales has always had 
speed to spare. 

The one attribute missing until 
recently  control. 

That problem has been over-
come in recent months after Lee 
received the biggest shock of his 
career in November - he was 
dropped from the Australian Test 
side for the first two Tests of the 
Ashes series against England. 

Sent back to Sheffield Shield 
ranks to sharpen his game, Lee 
responded immediately, grabbing a 
welter of victims, which earned a 
recall for the third Test. 

He has not looked back. 
The lightning pace remains  

deliveries of 150 kilometres-plus 
(93 mph) an hour are common  but 
now accompanied by lethal accu-
racy. 

His economy during the recent 
tri-nations series against England 
and Sri Lanka in Australia was a 
revelation. He was named Player of 
the Series. 

In nine matches he snapped up 
18 wickets at an average of 18.77 
from 82.3 thundering overs costing 
an average of 4.1 runs. 

When it really counted  in two 
finals against England  Lee 
snatched eight wickets at an aver-
age of 7.37 and hurled down 19.3 
overs costing an average of just 
three runs each. 

Lee has had to overcome much 
adversity to become one of the 
game's best strike bowlers. 

Stress fractures in his back 
sidelined him five years ago before 
elbow surgery later put him out of 
action. Also, he has had to with-
stand murmurings about the legiti-
macy of  h is  act ion before 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
experts cleared him. 

Fast, furious and exciting, Lee 
looms as a potential tournament 
winner for his country. 

One-man
army!
AFP, Johannesburg

Adam Gilchrist  Gilchrist the Great, 
one Australian newspaper chris-
tened him  must rank as potentially 
the number one match-winner in 
the tournament. 

Tall, lean and left-handed, the 
31-year-old has the capacity to 
destroy any attack with his fearless, 
frenzied stroke-making against 
pace and spin. 

He has become an explosive 
opener in the one-day arena, where 
he can take full toll of field restric-
tions. 

Unconcerned about risks in 
lofting the ball, he has shots all 
round the wicket, but is especially 
devastating with his squarish 
offside strokes and those down the 
ground. 

Gilchrist forms an outstanding 
opening liaison with fellow left-
hander Matthew Hayden. 

The pair demonstrated just how 
dangerous they can be when they 
slammed 118 off 12.2 overs in 57 
minutes against England in the first 
tri-nations series final in Sydney in 
January. 

Gilchrist smashed 69 not out  all 
but nine in boundaries  from 37 
balls. 

In the same match, he starred 
with the wicketkeeping gloves to 
snatch six victims. 

Born in the New South Wales 
country, 500 kilometres (310 miles) 
north of Sydney, Gilchrist was 
obliged, because of the talent in his 
home state, to travel to faraway 

Western Australia to make a mark in 
first-class cricket. 

It was anything but a smooth 
transition. Some Perth fans even 
booed the youngster in his early 
games in the West eight seasons 
ago after State selectors had 
dropped former Test wicketkeeper 
Tim Zoehrer to make room for the 
import. 

But it was not long before 
Gilchrist's electrifying displays with 
bat and gloves earned the respect 
and affection of WACA Ground 
spectators as he trod the road 
towards international stardom. 

INTERNET, Johannesburg

Younis Khan smashed 30 runs off 
the last over on way to scoring an 
unbeaten 94 as Pakistan recorded a 
nine-run victory over Gauteng 
Invitation XI in a pre-World Cup 50-
over-a-side friendly match at 
Alberton south of Johannesburg on 
Saturday. 

Younis smashed four successive 
sixes, a four and a two in the last 
over of Adam Bacher to help 
Pakistan reach 265 for eight, includ-
ing 66 off the last 30 deliveries of the 
innings. Younis, who was 41 after 45 
overs in Pakistan's 199 for seven, 
clobbered five fours and six sixes in 
a thundering 65-ball innings. 

The home team, whose victory 
target was revised to 255 in 47 overs 
because of rain in the afternoon, 
finished short at 245 for seven, 

thanks to a 124-ball 89 by Bacher. 
Azhar Mahmood showed no signs 
of shoulder injury that cut short his 

African safari last year and finished 
as pick of the bowlers with three for 
50 from eight overs. 

Younis, who notched up his half-

century from 52 balls with three 
fours and a six, scored his last 44 
runs from a mere 13 deliveries that 
included four sixes and two fours. 

Younis, adjudged man-of-the-
match, dominated an unbroken 45-
run unfinished ninth wicket stand 
with Saqlain Mushtaq who chipped 
in with eight. 

For Pakistan, who batted first in 
hot and humid conditions before 
something around 3,000 specta-
tors, was also helped by decent 
contributions by stand-in captain 
Inzamamul Haq (44 off 80 balls), 
Yousuf Youhana (32 off 51 balls), 
Shahid Afridi (32 off 25 balls) and 
Abdul Razzaq (23 off 40 balls). 

The only serious partnership was 
for the fourth wicket between 
Inzamam and Yousuf who added 76 
runs off 117 balls after Pakistan 
were left struggling at 50 for three. 

Pakistan left out skipper Waqar 
Younis, Wasim Akram, Shoaib 
Akhtar and Saleem Elahi for this 
match. 

Younis stars for Pakistan

PHOTO: COURTESY

David J H Griffiths, Chief Executive Officer of HSBC, hands over a cheque for Tk 2,06250 to Bilquis Dada of the Milon 
Akhkhar Gyan School in Chittagong on January 25. The amount was raised from the HSBC Charity Golf Tournament 
held at the Bhatiary Golf and Country Club in December.

YOUNIS...94 n.o

JACQUES KALLIS

ADAM GILCHRIST 
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"We played nine international 
games in New Zealand, and the side 
batting last won eight of them," 
Wright told reporters.

"The wickets have been very 
good in the net practices we've had 
here."

India will play their first warm-up 
match against a Natal XI in 
Pietermaritzburg on Tuesday.

The opening match in the World 
Cup is between South Africa and 
West Indies in Cape Town on 
February 9.

Pumped up 

Pan Pacific 
title 
goes to 
Lindsay
AFP, Tokyo

Lindsay Davenport claimed her first 
title in 15 months when she downed 
fellow former world number one 
Monica Seles in the Pan Pacific 
Open tennis final on Sunday. 

Davenport fired 16 aces on her 
way to a 6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-2 victory 
over her ninth-ranked compatriot to 
reclaim the Tokyo indoor trophy she 
won in 1998 and 2001. 

The victory is expected to move 
the 26-year-old American up to 
eighth in the world. 

"It's great to be able to come 
back and play a higher level of 
tennis... It was a tough year last year 
with knee surgery and I wasn't 
playing for about seven months, I 
knew it would take a lot to get back," 
said the American. serve and 
chalked up a 5-0 lead in the second 
set. 

Sakib ton goes in vain
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mount a strong challenge.
McGrath thinks, however, that 

Australia will have a psychological 
edge when the two sides meet.

"Remember that last year we 
played well against them to record a 
convincing 5-1 scoreline in front of 
their home crowds. I'm confident we 
can beat them again when it mat-
ters.

"The Proteas play with a lot of 
confidence against every other 
team but us. I feel as though they 
don't believe they can beat us and 
that attitude has helped us score 
some big wins over them."

McGrath's bold 
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