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"Religious group 
halts women's foot-
ball"
I read with concern that a religious 
group called Townidi Janata forced 
the cancellation of a women's 
exhibit ion football  match in 
Netrokona between a visiting West 
Bengal team and the Netrokona XI. 
They said that, "Women playing 
football is degrading and obscene." 
(Your reporter says the girls were 
really scared, which indicates that 
more than a peaceful demonstra-
tion was planned which gives rise to 
further concern.)

May I plead that the Government, 
in its advantageous position as an 
alliance between secular and reli-
gious parties, sets up a committee 
to discuss what form of exercise for 
women and girls would be accept-
able to the religious gentlemen? 
Those of us with responsibility for 
the health and welfare of girls as 
well as boys are extremely con-
cerned at the health problems that 
are arising because girls, especially 
those who live in built-up areas, lack 
exercise. Problems are arising in 
women of middle and old age that 
are related to the lack of exercise. 
So what can we do that will not give 
offence to someone? 

Poor women, of course, get 
exercise but often too much and of 
the sort that strains their muscles, 
such as carrying water. The number 
of women of my age and under, 
whose backs are doubled over, is 
truly sad. Domestic work, with its 
bending and stretching, can be 
excellent physical exercise, but the 
ladies of the rising middle and upper 
classes of the towns, of course, 
usually have servants that do this 
for them. 

I am circulating all sorts of books 
about 'games' of all kinds for school 
use among my lively staff and have 
demanded feedback which I look 
forward to. I have every intention of 
appointing a lady teacher for PE in 
the next round of appointments in 
June/July and should be interested 
to receive ideas from any of your 
readers. 
Angela Robinson (Rev Mrs) 
The British School, Dhaka 

* * *
In response to Mr Sakhawat 
Hossain (January 26) I must say 
that I have been duly chastised. Just 
think, the mere presumption of me 
to put individual freedom over social 
norms! What is the world coming to 
these days?

All these "anti-social" elements 
who harbour dangerous and sedi-
tious foreign ideas of Women's Lib 
are definitely not welcome in our 
society. How dare they not conform 
to social norms and practices? It is 
unfortunate to see how these so-
called individualists would take our 

country down the drain. They have 
the gall to suggest that women can 
be independent-minded and do as 
they like! They are deluding the 
women and making a mockery out 
of our pure society! Women should 
be put into their place and if force is 
necessary to chastise those "fallen 
ones" then so be it. We cannot, 
under any circumstances, accept a 
future where the traditional patriar-
chy would be challenged.
Yahya, USA

Whither image of 
Bangladesh?
This refers to several news items 
that has come to our notice in recent 
days. I particularly focus on The 
Daily Star (23 Jan.) that relates to 
the PM's statement on the US 
terror-list quoting, "irresponsible 
activities and statements of a partic-
ular party ...and its leaders have 
launched an anti-Bangladesh 
propaganda since its loss in the last 
general election", and that (referring 
to Sheikh Hasina, the opposition 
leader) "... It was she and her party 
who had influenced the decision 
with anti-Bangladesh statements at 
home and abroad ... They (referring 
to an Indian Minister) used similar 
words in their statements against 
Bangladesh .... the same things at 
the same time." While along with 
this news item on the same page the 
opposition leader blamed the PM for 
Bangladesh's inclusion into the 
terror-risk list by the US because of 
recent incidents as a result of the 
Operation Clean Heart.

Both these and such utterances 
are not only devoid of statesman-
ship but also undiplomatic and this 
is more so in case of our PM, since 
she is not only the chief executive of 
the government but also leading the 
ruling party of the country and in her 
statement she has sadly implicated 
a neighbouring country, an act 
devoid of diplomatic norm on the 
part of a head of state. 

What is happening in the country 
vis-s-vis law and order and human 
rights situation is in everybody's 
knowledge in the world in this age of 
information flow, and the US action 
encompass all Muslim countries 
without any exception. 

It is no use crying for being a 
"moderate Muslim country" or that 
everything in order in the country. It 
is no use sending our FM to US 
where he will have an entry putting 
thumb-impression and being photo-
graphed for record - that will be all 
the more degrading.
Dr. K. Maudood Elahi
Professor, Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity

Westin Hotel
There is a large colour advertise-

ment in The Daily Star (January 26) 
for the new Westin hotel's signing 
ceremony with Siemen's. I person-
ally think Dhaka needs more five 
star hotels and it is even better when 
it's a private sector project.

I am concerned however with the 
parking space. Thanks to reckless 
development, Gulshan is fast 
becoming a high rise slum. Gulshan 
2, especially is becoming almost a 
near permanent traffic jam thanks to 
all those buildings with no parking 
space. 

So does the new Westin hotel 
have sufficient space for cars? Or 
will it be more like the La Vinci which 
has almost none or closer the Land-
mark Tower which has about three?
Shonku
Dhaka 

"Well done 
Sheikh Hasina!"
I have lived in the UK for 35 years, 
studying working and paying taxes. 
I have made a large contribution to 
the development of society here as 
well as sending zakaat to Bangla-
desh. I have taught my children to 
be honest, hard working and studi-
ous. 

All this good work, over four 
decades, have now been undone by 
an irresponsible, untrue and self-
serving statement by the Awami 
League leader. I, together with all 
my countrymen, am regarded as a 
potential terrorist, from an extremist 
country. Ignorance and malice has 
triumphed over diligent and honest 
toil. As the Leader of the Opposition 
one must ask whom she opposes - 
the government  or  a l l  the 
Bangladeshi people! 

We must unite against extremism 
and terrorism. We must unite 
against enemies that would attack 
us from abroad. Especially we must 
unite against those - nourished on 
Bangladesh's soil, nurtured in 
Bangladesh's air and benefiting 
from the sacrifice of the nation - who 
now turn against our country for 
their own selfish ends. 
Raquib Shamsad
UK

* * *
This is a response to Saidullah 
Jaffrey (January 25). He stated that 
Sheikh Hasina and her party was 
presenting propaganda against 
Bangladesh. If that is so I believe 
whatever she and her party mem-
bers have stated in abroad and in 
the country is not totally wrong. If 
Sheikh Hasina was the person to be 
blamed what was our present 
government doing? It is their 
responsibility to preserve the repu-
tation of our country.

During the war against Afghani-
stan the rally against the US deci-
sion was in all international news 
broadcasting channels. Even a part 

of our government is Islamic and 
that is not hidden from the US 
authorities. I am not blaming Islam 
but the people who are putting a 
black spot over our holy and peace-
ful religion. Now it will be wise for us 
to let democracy breath in our 
country. 
Khalid Rahman
Dhaka

* * *
I thank Mr Khalid Rahman for his 
reply (January 23) to my letter. I 
agree, Sir, when you say the US 
"does not pay heed to what one 
says". In fact, they definitely did not 
take this decision with only Sheikh 
Hasina's recommendation! But I 
sincerely believe that being a patri-
otic citizen of one's beloved mother-
land, it is extremely wrong of ANY 
individual to bring the focus of the 
world on to such a sensitive (not to 
mention falsified) issue, at such a 
crucial moment. Sheikh Hasina did 
not, of course, invite the WHOLE 
focus  that is absurd. But then 
again, bindu bindu jol, gore tole 
shagor otol. Moreover, as the 
Leader of Opposition, she can be 
metaphorically described as being 
quite a lot of 'bindus'  her views 
carry much weight. 

I have called the situation a 
conspiracy because, Bangladesh is 
not a "haven for the bigots and 
fundamentalists". You call it an 
"open secret"  I view it as a 'publi-
cised false belief'. We do have our 
fair share of fundamentalists, but 
not what is worth calling a 'haven'. 

You said "Many weekly maga-
zines of different countries also 
published controversial state-
ments..." True. I feel sorry about the 
world press' stand. I am frustrated 
when that stand is supported by a 
part of the Bangladeshi media. 
Nevertheless it has to be swallowed  
it's Press Freedom. Since you raise 
the issue of India  there's hardly any 
love lost between us. But Sheikh 
Hasina is a Bangladeshi. She has a 
certain duty and responsibility 
towards her own country. 
Nabila Idris
Class IX, Sunnydale School

Price should dictate 
gas export option: 
BIDS researcher
This is in reference to the news item 
"Price should dictate gas export 
option: BIDS researcher" (January 
23). Sajjad Zohir, the BIDS 
researcher quoted in the news, has 
introduced a new, and in my opinion 
very important, dimension to the 
debate on natural gas in Bangla-
desh. It is high time that some one 
introduced the price variable in the 
debate on gas export. 

Gas is a scarce resource and, 
like all scarce resources, decisions 
about its use, such as how much 
should be extracted each year and 
what uses it should be put to, (in-
cluding the choice between exports 
and domestic use) should be driven 
to a significant extent by its price. 

This does not mean that price will 
be the only factor in decision-
making. Economics is not the only 
thing that will inform decisions and 
even within economics there are a 
few other variables, besides price, 
that will be important. 

However, the price of gas is 
clearly an important variable and it 
is unfortunate that this dimension, 
and indeed the economic dimen-
sion as a whole, has been rather 
neglected in the debate so far. Even 
many economists in the country 
have confused the debate by stray-
ing away from economics in their 
comments on the subject. I com-
mend Sajjad Zohir, for finally intro-
ducing some sound economics into 
the debate on gas. I hope this is 
picked up by others.
Syed Akhtar Mahmood
Maryland, USA

Terror list and Iraq
According to the BBC website, 
American Secretary of State, Colin 
Powell, speaking just prior to his 
departure for Davos, said the US 
can "count on support from "at least 
a dozen" governments if it decides 
to attack Iraq without a fresh UN 
resolution".

Secretary of State Colin Powell 
departed for the Davos summit 
Friday evening. His second to last 
appointment for the day was at 3 pm 
with our Foreign Minister.

I would really like to know what 
Mr. Moreshed Khan had to say on 
this issue. After all, he had gone to 
Washington to plead Bangladesh's 
case as a tolerant, moderate and 
democratic 'Muslim' country and a 
friend of the US. 

None of the State Department 
rdpress briefings given on the 23  

mention anything about Bangla-
desh. From that silence I would take 
it that our FM held the line on 
demanding a new UN resolution 
before taking military action against 
Iraq. Given our government's intrac-
table stance on an issue central to 
the Bush administrations, I rather 
doubt if Bangladesh will get much of 
a hearing especially in the near 
future when the Americans will be 
even more concentrated on building 
a coalition against Iraq. 

We would do well to choose our 
friends now and standby them.
Sabyasachi
Dhaka 

Bangladesh cricket
I was hitherto thinking who is this 
idiot who thinks Bangladesh cricket 
can get any practice for World Cup 
preparation by going to Namibia 
and playing against them. How 
wrong I was? The team has proved 
the (cricket) powers that be are very 
right by honourably losing to an 
unheard of team called Namibia.

Don't all Bangladeshis now think, 
"ENOUGH IS ENOUGH"? I strongly 
urge the ICC to rescind immediately 
this ignominious TEST STATUS 
which has only brought shame to 
the nation. I don't think we can 
endure this any longer. Doesn't the 
team have any shame or self 
respect that they continue to play?

I am a great cricket fan and of 
course also of my team. But what 
has it given us? I now strongly urge 
the govt to stop this farcical specta-
cles of our great cricket team and 
save some valuable foreign cur-
rency (very hard earned- let me tell 
you).
Mahboob ul Malik
Abu Dhabi

US Ambassador's 
opinion on terror list
I think the US Ambassador has 
made her country's position quite 
clear on the issue of Bangladesh on 
the terror list. The onus is upon 
Bangladesh to prove that it is indeed 
a tolerant and open society. I am 
certain that our case for not being 
included on the terror list would be 
far stronger if our great army and 
detectives had been able to conclu-
sively solve even one bomb blast 
incident. 

I also don't see why the US 
should do any favours for a country 
that doesn't stand by its side in world 
affairs. We have also been hostile 
towards US investments in Bangla-
desh. There can be many argu-
ments made either in favour of or 
against gas export. But the private 
container terminal is not a subject of 
debate. It is a question of survival.
MA, Dhaka 

Friends from West
I write this letter, partly as a 
response to Mr. James Rosario's 
letter (January 25). Mr. Rozario 
advises not to look to the East for 
friends. I would like to ask him why 
not? 

I am guessing here that he wants 
the people and the Government to 
look more towards the West vis-a-
vis the USA, for friends. This despite 
the fact that the US seems to mostly 
leave its friends to fend for them-
selves once they are done with 
them. Look to South America for 
examples. 

On the other hand they seem to 
be extremely successful in putting 
tyrants in power and then taking 
steps to remove them, at extreme 
cost to innocent people. Cases in 
point, Manuel Noriega and of 
course more recently the world's 
favourite dictator Saddam Hussein. 

But let's forget what they are 
successful at doing and consider 
what they actually fail to do. 

Among nations which are consid-
ered major donors, the US is at the 
bottom. More importantly most of 
their international aid and donations 
go to one country, and that is of 
course Israel. And if you shift your 
gaze to the East, you will find Japan 
one of the biggest contributors to 

world aid and also a great friend to 
Bangladesh. 

Now onto something a little more 
closer to our hearts and our plight, 
Bangladesh being listed on the INS 
registration list. It is unfortunate. 
And true that Bangladesh would 
eventually be included in the list. But 
the further down the list, the less 
cause for worry. 

The US does seem to be 
extremely concerned about protect-
ing itself from terrorism and defeat-
ing it in war, whatever that means. 
Perhaps they should start by trying 
to overcome the terror and fear in 
their own hearts first. 
Mokaddes Khan 
Birmingham, Al USA 

Biman shakes in the 
air
In 2001 when I travelled by Bangla-
desh Biman enroute NewYork-
Dhaka, I felt that Biman should not 
have license to fly with lives in 
international air spaces. In trust and 
in good faith and to have a homely 
feeling, the Bangladeshis from the 
remote towns and areas desire to 

travel by Biman and Biman is taking 
this advantage. Their mistreatment 
and very uncomfortable seats and 
situations in economy classes, no 
a/c inside the aircraft for hours in 
cruise, no proper response and 
service from the crews, the faulty 
shaky condition of the craft while in 
the air appeared to me very danger-
ous and life threatening.

I saw that inside the plane almost 
98 percent of the passengers were 
desperate and Bangla language-
favour-deserving public; amongst 
older males, females, people from 
Noakhali-Sylhet and from Dhaka's 
remote villages who flew by Biman. 
Which, Biman authorities in concern 
abuse badly by not providing ade-
quate and standard services. The 
crews seemed to be very mean and 
they were saving energy by not 
p r o v i d i n g  a / c .  Q U E S T I O N  
REMAINS for whom they save 
money at the cost of the passen-
gers? 
Chan Mongol
Canada

Telephone trouble
My analogue telephone number 
was converted to digital system w.f. 
October 3rd, 2002 as was done to 
all other analogue numbers in 
Banani-Gulshan area and else-
where. 

While it took repeated persua-
sion to obtain the October, 2002 bill 
through the Gulshan Telegraph 
office (who is entrusted with the 
responsibility of delivering tele-

phone bills) finally in December, 
2002, the bills for November and 
December, 2002 are yet reach us till 
date. Gulshan Telegraph office is 
dishing out different version each 
time they are contacted for the last 
two months! In the middle of 
December they said that they did 
not receive any bills for November. 
Later they informed that they 
received only a few important bills. 
Little later they said, "they are busy 
delivering what they received earlier 
and are expecting another ana-
logue to digital turned 7500 bills' and 
so forth. This morning while con-
tacted over telephone number 
9880240, Gulshan Telegraph office 
informed that 'not a single such bills 
for November has been issued by 
T&T except a few belonging to VIPs 
and that one will need to visit the 
Revenue Office to have his bill for 
November prepared. As regarding 
December bill, they have just 
received few, which are in the pro-
cess of delivery'! The same old 
story. 

May I request your esteemed 
daily to investigate and publish the 
mystery behind this matter before 
the T&T find an excuse to resort to 
their 'usual activities' - inflated bills, 
disconnection for 'non-payment' of 
bills and as such? 
AC, Banani, Dhaka 

A service with a 
smile indeed!
It was very interesting to follow 
through the recent 'Letters to the 
Editor' especially on 'My Visit to 
Bangladesh  An American View.' I 
agree with Mr. Titu from New York 
that 'greeting somebody with a 
smile does not cost money'. How-
ever, we often encounter contrary 
situations over the service counters 
in our country. Let alone the local 
companies, the multinationals 
operating in this country do not pay 
much heed in educating their peo-
ple how to behave politely to cus-
tomers! I remember sometimes 
ago, I borrowed some books from a 
well-known library that offers ser-
vice to many countries around the 
globe. They had a system failure 
and thus unjustly fined me for a 
book I had returned long ago. I tried 
to explain the situation but the lady 
at the counter would not listen. I 
requested them to check again in 
their shelves and she would not pay 
attention. She behaved very rudely 

and sent me back. Sometimes later 
I realised that if I would not make a 
hubbub regarding the issue, I would 
have to bear a guilt that I had not 
committed. I wanted to see the 
Library Manager. He tackled the 
situation when I explained my side 
of the story. He pacified me and 
assured that they would further 
check and asked me to look for the 
book at home. Within a day or two 
the Manager apologised and let me 
know that they found the book at 
their shelves. 

The service personnel of different 
multinational banks here also do not 
feel that they should show some 
courtesy. It is time for us to realise 
that having a job at a multinational 
service organisation should not let 
us feel that we are on top of the 
world - it is the humbleness and 
service with a smile that would 
make my company retain its exist-
ing customer base and the positive 
word-of-mouth communication will 
get me new customers!
Umana Anjalin
Lecturer, State University of Ban-
gladesh, Dhaka

"Campaigners toss 
girl into oven"
Who do I ask for justice for an inno-
cent girl in Madaripur district thrown 
into the fire by a group of BNP men 
to punish her grand father for sup-
porting an Awami League candidate 
in UP election? The present govern-
ment recently promulgated an 
Indemnity ordinance for all the 

custodial deaths and human rights 
violation during Operation Clean 
Heart without opposing by a single 
person from the government. Does 
it tarnish the image of Bangladesh 
and the government to the world 
when the government is in biggest 
image-crisis? 

Purnima , Mohima, Indrani, 
Rojufa, Bappi, Nowshin, Shihab, 
Galib and many more died during 
the rule of BNP-Jaamat govern-
ment. Most of these killings hap-
pened in the name of politics. 
Roksana's killing is another heartfelt 
incident for our entire nation that 
need exemplary punishment soon. 
Mohammad A. Siddique
New York, USA

Save Dhanmondi
The futile and fruitless debate on 
saving Dhanmondi R.A. is going on 
for a long time. Let us accept the fact 
in the context of current position and 
past condition. 

Dhanmondi was declared resi-
dential area in 1958 (44 years ago) 
suiting the purpose for the then 
period of time. It was then a solitary 
location and the character of the 
area was suitable for pure residen-
tial purpose. 

After the passage of long 45 
years, Dhanmondi has become the 
nerve centre of Dhaka because of 
its convenient location. In fact, it has 
turned into an important semi-
commercial area slowly, steadily 
and gradually. Dhanmondi pres-
ently is housing nationally reputed 
schools, colleges, varsities, banks, 
hospitals, commercial enterprises 
and N.G.O offices etc. The age-old 
lease clause of Ministry of Works 
has lost its realistic sense, 
approach, effect and efficacy in the 
context of time and changed cir-
cumstances. It is a utopian thought 
to convert it again into a pure resi-
dential area according to PWD 
definition. 

If Dhanmondi R/A is made free 
from non-residential activities, it will 
make thousands of people jobless, 
students without schools, countless 
people out of earnings.

Pure residential areas are gener-
ally located at least 100 km away 
from city centre unlike the location 
of Dhanmondi.
Mustafizur Rahman
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Pilots, beware of 
next US move
A news from CNN say that the US 
government has authorised its 
Aviation Agency to revoke or review 
licences of pilots flying in or into 
USA. This decision may be directed 
towards pilots of airlines of Muslim 
countries that fly into US. 

Airline pilots who fly their aircraft 
into US usually have their licences 
approved by Federal Aviation 
Agency of US. Bangladesh govern-
ment should take cognisance of this 
news from CNN and take appropri-
ate diplomatic steps before it's too 
late. Don't say later on that it's all 
due to Sheikh Hasina! 
Ziauddin Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka

40th Anniversary of 
French-German 
Treaty to EU
The special supplement of your 
esteemed daily on "40th Anniver-
sary of the French-German Friend-
ship Treaty" and its positive effect to 
gradually transform the war torn 
countries of Europe to present EU 
was most interesting reading. Apart 
from the stupendous efforts and 
r e s o u r c e s  b e h i n d  t h e  
rehab/reconstruction of the then 
West Europe and UK/West Ger-
many in particular the mental atti-
tude of the people with century old 
conflicts and hatred towards each 
other was perhaps the most difficult 
hurdle to overcome.

The vision that convinced Gen-
eral de Gaule and Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer to sign that his-
toric treaty at the Elysee Palace on 
January 22, 1963 could be an 
example for the leaderships of our 
sub-continent to follow. Instead of 
what the two signatories to the 
subject treaty and their successors 
did during past 40 years; the relent-
less work of reconciliation between 
their people to get rid of the hatred 
the leaders of our countries, the two 
big brothers in particular are always 
adding fuel to the fire. The develop-
ment of nuclear arsenals by 
India/Pakistan with billion still not 
having access to safe drinking 
water/basic hygiene goes to prove 
what they are worth! . 

However there is no alternative 
for salvation of the people of this 
vast region without realisation of 
SAARC spirits no matter howsoever 
we may try to remove all the differ-
ences or to resolve the problems 
without a complete change of heart 
amongst the people as well as the 
leaders of the entire region. Some-
time back (1/2 moths ago), I hap-
pened to watch a BBC TV 
programme on South Asia with well-
known Mark Ta l ley  as the 
anchorperson. During the discus-
sion he made a very passionate call 
to the leaders of the area to compre-
hend the enormous potentials of 
natural and human resources of all 
these countries that can transform it 
to one single major economic force 
in the world in a very short time if 
only the past could be forgot-
ten/forgiven like it is assumed they 
all did since signing of the great 
French-German Friendship Treaty.
Z. Rahman, Gulshan, Dhaka

There is an important point that is being 
missed by the uproar created in the 
Bangladeshi community in USA and by politi-
cians inside Bangladesh itself. I believe that 
the INS registration in USA will be good for the 
"image of Bangladesh" in the long run.

In recent times, the availability of 
Bangladeshi Passports to the foreign nation-
als in USA has been very wide spread.

Indians, Pakistanis, Afghans and South 
Americans obtain Bangladeshi passports 
through the back door from the Bangladesh 
Embassy and consulates in USA. (Due to a 

corrupt practice by a few embassy officials). 
Some data show that few hundred Pakistanis 
have obtained US Diversity Visa as Bangla-
desh-born using fake paper and illicitly 
obtained Bangladesh passports.

Controlling such fake-Bangladeshis will be 
possible at the ports of entries before they 
cause any misdeed or harm to our country.

Thanks to Attorney General Ashcroft for 
making such a prudent decision. We need to 
save our homeland from all kinds of evil 
forces. In this context I invite all ethnic 
Bangladeshis in USA who are in the process 
of Americanisation to submit their primary 
allegiance to their adopted homeland USA 
and USA only. 

We all have to admit that we are here in 
USA by our own choice. We want to live 
better. America is a secular country and does 
not promote any religion, ethnic background 
or national origin. 

In God we trust.
James P. Sheff, Immigration Attorney
Pennsylvania, USA

Condensed milk
I am surprised at The Daily Star's reporting on 
the condensed milk issue. The articles so far 
have only reported what BSTI is saying and 

ththe January 25  issue carried an advertise-
ment from the manufacturers. I would imag-
ine that given the fact that condensed milk is 
nearly an essential ingredient in our nauseat-
ingly sweet tea, The Daily Star would take a 
position on this issue. I would like to know 
what The Daily Star has discovered, is the 
BSTI right or are the manufacturers right in 
claiming that they are following international 
norms.

I do have one comment on the advertise-
ment published on January 25 by the manu-
facturers. The ad went on to say that two of 
the companies are ISO 9001:2000 and 
HACCP certified. This has no bearing on 
whether their condensed milk is spurious or 
not. The ISO 9000 quality system is simply 
the verification that the company is following 
set procedures. At no time does the certifica-
tion imply that those set procedures are 
indeed correct or of an international standard. 
Similarly HACCP is the certification process 
to verify if the manufacturers are following 
procedures set by themselves to prevent 
contamination and ensure sanitary condi-
tions. 

Neither of these two certifications implies 
anything about the quality of the ingredients 
of the product. If indeed vegetable fat is 
unsuitable for use in condensed milk is an 
issue for health authorities not ISO or 
HACCP.
T Ali, Dhaka 

Most of our so-called law makers have visited Delhi. There 
one will find that a great deal of Lutyen's imperial capital still 
survives. The wide boulevards, huge parks and elegant bun-
galows of the civil lines are still there. 

Here in Dhaka, our leadership only knows how to build 
marble mausoleums and katcha bazaars. The former Race 
Course is now an overgrown weed garden with a lot of the 
space grabbed by the police. The spaces around Minto Road 
and Hare Road no longer have the elegance and dignity that 
even the Pakistanis had preserved. 

Now our one modern architectural marvel is being ripped 
apart to build the typical shoddy government houses. Doesn't 
the government have houses in Gulshan for the Speaker? If 
not can't houses be rented?

What sort of a person we have for a speaker that he counte-
nances the destruction of Kahn's plans?
Riki, Dhaka 

Condensed milk controversy!

Restructuring masterpiece? 

INS registration may help Bangladeshis in USA in the long run

For the better or worse?

"Scars on Kahn's dream"
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