
AFP, Madrid

High-flying Real Betis must have 
thought that they had three points in 
the bag when Joquin Sanchez scored 
a minute into injury time to give them a 
2-1 lead over Alaves. However the 
Basque visitors salvaged a point two 
minutes later thanks to Jesus Turiel in 
the Spanish First Division on Sunday. 

Betis had taken the lead two min-
utes before half time when Fernando 
Fernandez had headed home a 
Joaquin cross but Magno Mocellin 
equalised for Alaves just after the hour. 

Nevertheless the point moves 
Betis up a place to fifth. They overtake 
Celta Vigo on goal difference after the 
Galicians lost 1-0 at home to Real 
Madrid on Saturday. 

Real Madrid now lie second in the 
Spanish First Division with 36 points 
from 17 games, one point behind 
league leaders Real Sociedad who 
drew 2-2 at Valencia on Saturday to 
maintain their unbeaten record. 

Valencia's point was good enough 
for them to stay in third on goal differ-
ence after fellow championship chal-
lengers Deportivo La Coruna went 
down 3-1 at Atletico Madrid on 
Sunday. 

It was Deportivo's first loss in 11 
games and the rot started after barely 
a minute into the game when Jose 
Mari beat Deportivo goalie Juanmi 
Garcia with a thunderbolt from just 
inside the area. 

Roy Makaay equalised four min-
utes later with his 12th goal of the 
season but Atletico found another gear 
late in the game. 

Teenage sensation Fernando 
Torres put Atletico in front after 77 
minutes and then a minute later he 
was instrumental in providing the 
service that helped Fernando Torres 
get Atletico's third. 

Catalan giants Barcelona were 
held to a torrid 0-0 draw by Malaga, 
who have now gone eight games 
without a win. 

Ball control was a scarce commod-
ity for both sides and Malaga's La 
Roselda stadium started emptying 
well before the final whistle as specta-
tors gave their verdict on the match 
with their feet. 

Villarreal got their first away victory 
in 25 attempts and Espanyol had their 
best win for nearly 15 months as 
teams in the basement showed that 
they had some fight left. 

Villarreal won 1-0 at Athletic Bilbao 
thanks to a Francisco Farino strike 
after just four minutes. 

It was the first goal for the former 
Spanish international - who arguably 
had become the forgotten man of 
Spanish football - after his arrival on 
loan from Inter Milan at the end of last 
month. 

Relegation-threatened Espanyol 
got their second win in their three 
games since former Spanish national 
coach Javier Clemente took charge 
with a 3-0 victory over Racing 
Santander. 

Bottom club Recreativo Huelva 
could not quite emulate their fellow 
strugglers and had to settle for a point 
after a 0-0 draw against Sevilla but it 
was a change of direction for Spain's 
oldest club side after three successive 
losses. 

Mallorca got their first win in seven 
games thanks to two late goals from 
Walter Pandiani and Carlos 
Dominguez in their 2-1 at Rayo 
Vallecano. Elvir Bolic opened the 
scoring for Rayo after 56 minutes. 

TOP SIX

Spanish football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Sociedad 17   10 7 0 33 20 37 
Real  17   10 6 1 37 16 36 
Valencia   17 8 5 4 27 14 29 
Deportivo  17 8 5 4 24 20 29 
Betis 17 7 6 4 28 21 27 
Celta  17 8 3 6 20 17 27 

Leading scorers in the Spanish league 

after the weekend's matches: 

12 - Roy Makaay (Deportivo La 

Coruna) 
10 - Darko Kovacevic (Real Sociedad), 

Nihat Kahveci (Real Sociedad) 
 9 - Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona), Ismael 

Urzaiz (Athletic Bilbao), Walter 

Pandiani (Real Mallorca), Fernando 

Torres (Atletico Madrid) 
 8 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid), Julio 

Alvarez (Rayo Vallecano) 
7 - Kiki Musampa (Malaga), Ronaldo 

(Real Madrid) 
6 - John Carew (Valencia), Raul Molina 

(Recreativo Huelva), Javi Guerrero 

(Racing Santander), Joseba Etxeberria 

(Athletic Bilbao), Savo Milosevic 

(Espanyol) 

TOP SCOERS

AFP, London

Thierry Henry scored his 100th 
Arsenal goal as the reigning 
Premier League champions re-
established a five-point lead over 
Manchester United at the top of the 
table with a crushing 4-0 victory over 
Birmingham City here at St 
Andrews. 

Earlier Sunday, Tottenham 
moved up into eighth place with a 
thrilling 4-3 win over Everton (sixth), 
Republic of Ireland striker Robbie 
Keane netting his first Spurs' hat-
trick. 

Henry's double strike plus goals 
from Robert Pires and Lauren gave 
Arsenal a comfortable win after 
floodlight failure had delayed kick-
off by more than 30 minutes. 

A delighted Henry, who scored 
twice, said he was simply doing his job. 

"It meant a lot. When I first 
arrived at Arsenal it didn't look like I 
was going to do that (score 100 
goals)," Henry, who began his 
Gunners career out on the wing, told 
Sky Sports. 

"I have to give a lot of credit to 
Arsene (Wenger, the Arsenal man-
ager) and my team-mates. I just 
have to finish the job," Henry 
explained. 

Wenger, while pleased by the 
result, said the title race was far from 
over. "We are in a good position but 
there's a long way to go. In England 
the turning point comes at Easter," 
the Frenchman said. 

Blues manager Steve Bruce - 
whose team are still six points clear 
of the relegation zone - was happy 
with the debut performance of new 
signing and France 98 World Cup 
winner Christophe Dugarry, on loan 
from Bordeaux until the end of the 
season. 

"He's going to be a big player for 
us," Bruce said. 

And Bruce, a former Manchester 
United defender, said his side 
should not be too downcast by the 
defeat. 

"They're (Arsenal) a world-class 
side. We've got to keep this in per-
spective," explained Bruce who 
gave Blues debuts to four players on 
Sunday. 

"But we made it difficult for our-
selves by giving away an early goal. 
We've got to learn to defend better," 
said Bruce, who added that four 

more wins would keep the 
Premiership new boys in the top 
flight. 

At White Hart Lane, Tottenham 
boss Glenn Hoddle was delighted 
after Keane's treble eased the 
pressure on Spurs after a run of 
three successive defeats. 

"It was fabulous character from 
the team. There's nothing wrong 
with our team spirit," Hoddle told 
Sky Sports. 

Former England coach Hoddle 
said Republic of Ireland interna-
tional Keane, a 7 million pounds (11 
million dollars) pre-season capture 
from Premiership rivals Leeds, had 
been threatening to run riot. 

"That has been waiting to hap-
pen," said ex Tottenham and 
England midfielder Hoddle. 

"I don't think I've ever worked 
with a player who creates chances 
for others as well as finishing the 
chances we create for him. 

"If we can get his ratio up, which I 
think will happen with time and hard 
work, there's no reason why he can't 
become a clinical finisher." 

Meanwhile at St Andrews former 

international forward Dugarry went 
close with a first-time attempt follow-
ing a cross from Wales midfielder 
Robbie Savage. 

But in the sixth minute Henry was 
released by Holland international 
Dennis Bergkamp's through ball 
and the Frenchman's searing pace 
took him past the Birmingham 
defence before he calmly beat 
Belgian keeper Nico Vaesen for his 
19th goal of the season. 

In the 29th minute Arsenal went 
2-0 up. Birmingham central 
defender Michael Johnson, under 
challenge from Sylvain Wiltord, 
failed to get enough power on a 
clearing header. 

The ball fell to the onrushing 
Pires who promptly volleyed the ball 

into the top corner from 18 yards. 
After half-time the luckless 

Johnson was also involved in 
Arsenal's 67th-minute third goal. 

Birmingham cleared an Arsenal 
corner but the ball went straight to 
Bergkamp. His return cross found 
Lauren, whose header deflected off 
Johnson and looped over Vaesen. 

Barely three minutes later 
Arsenal produced a sublime fourth 
goal. Bergkamp released Pires who 
cut inside off the left flank and went 
past a couple of defenders. 

He found Wiltord and his delight-
ful lay-off teed up the advancing 
Henry who slotted the ball past the 
helpless Vaesen for his 100th 
Gunners goal in 181 appearances. 

Earlier on Sunday, Everton's on-
loan United States international 
Brian McBride marked his debut for 
the Merseysiders by opening the 
scoring in the tenth minute when he 
slotted past compatriot and 
Tottenham keeper Kasey Keller. 

Bu t  w i th in  fou r  m inu tes  
Tottenham were level through 
Uruguay veteran Gustavo Poyet. 

In the second half, Spurs took a 
50th minute lead through Keane 
only to lose it eight minutes later 
when Toffees defender Dave 
Watson equalised from a corner. 

Keane's second was a blistering 
low strike from 25 yards that keeper 
Espen Baardsen could do nothing 
about, but then Canada interna-
tional Tomasz Radzinski brought 
Everton level again when he beat 
Keller at his near post in the 74th 
minute. 

The match decider came when 
Keane pounced on a failed clear-
ance by Everton centre-back Alan 
Stubbs seven minutes from the 
time. 

Keane surged into the box and 
chipped the ball over Keller to 
complete a memorable treble. 

TOP SCORERS
Leading scorers in the English 

Premiership after Sunday's matches: 
15 - James Beattie (Southampton) 
14 - Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 
13 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 
10 - Nicolas Anelka (Manchester City), 

Robbie Keane (Tottenham) 
 9 - Harry Kewell (Leeds), Michael 

Owen (Liverpool), Ruud van Nistelrooy 

(Manchester United), Gianfranco Zola 

(Chelsea) 
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Inter Milan's ace striker Hernan Crespo lies on the ground in 
pain after injuring himself during the match against Modena at 
Milan's Giuseppe Meazza stadium on January 12.

PHOTO: AFP

HAIL THE HUNDRED-MAN: Arsenal's super-striker Thierry Henry (R) being congratulated by 
teammate Dennis Bergkamp after Henry had scored his second goal against Birmingham City 
at St Andrews stadium in Birmingham on January 12.

AFP, Liverpool

Everton boss David Moyes says he 
will bar England from taking teen-
age striker Wayne Rooney for an 
international tournament next 
month. 

The 17-year-old, who has been 
billed as England's brightest pros-
pect, has been tipped as a future 
regular international. 

And the Football Association 
wants Rooney for England's World 
Under-20 Championship squad in 
the United Arab Emirates at the end 
of March. 

Moyes said he cannot afford to 
lose Rooney for about a month at a 
crucial time of the season and there 
was "no way" he would let Rooney go. 

"It's unfair of the FA to expect 
players who play regularly for their 
clubs to be taken away midway 
through their season," he said. 

"I have spoken to FA acting 
technical director Les Reed about 
this subject." 

Rooney, who England skipper 
David Beckham has predicted 
could become one of the country's 
greatest players, has reportedly 
turned down an approach from Inter 
Milan. 

The Italian club's director of 
football, Gabriele Oriali, made 
contact with Rooney's camp after 
hearing that Real Madrid had also 
expressed an interest. 

"I appreciate Rooney a lot. If 
there is going to be a case where 
you can sign an option on him in 
would," Oriali told the Independent 
newspaper. 

However, Inter were told that 
Rooney wanted to sign a new six-
year deal with the Goodison Park 
outfit. 

Moyes has been desperately 
trying to shield the youngster from 
the avalanche of publicity since he 
scored a sensational late winner to 
bring Arsenal's 30-match unbeaten 

Not so fast!

REUTERS, Wisebaden, Germany

Real Madrid coach Vicente del 
Bosque has been voted the world's 
best club coach in 2002 in a poll 
carried out by the International 
Federation of Football History and 
Statistics. 

The 52-year-old Spaniard 
guided Real to victory in the 
Champions League last season, the 
ninth time the club have lifted 
European soccer's premier trophy. 

Arsene Wenger, the Frenchman 

who inspired Arsenal to the English 
premier league title and FA Cup 
success last season, finished 
second in the poll of experts from 92 
countries. 

Del Bosque secured 244 points, 
with Wenger on 136. Manchester 
United manager Alex Ferguson and 
Klaus Toppmoeller, German boss of 
Champions league runners-up 
Bayer Leverkusen, were joint third 
on 69 points. 

Nery Pumpido, the former 
Argentina World Cup winner who 
coaches South American champi-
ons Olimpia of Paraguay, was fifth 
with 61 points. 

AFP, Beijing

China will play a full-strength Brazil 
on February 12 at the 80,000 capac-
ity Guangdong Olympic Centre in 
one of the biggest matches staged 
on the mainland. 

The mouthwatering showdown 
pitting the World Cup champions 
against the World Cup novices is 
expected to be played in front of a 
packed house with superstars 
Ronaldo, Ronaldinho, Roberto 
Carlos and Cafu on show. 

It will also be the debut game for 
new Brazilian coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira, who with Mario Zagallo 
has taken over from Luis Felipe 
Scolari. 

And it will be a chance for the 
home fans to get a look at their new 
boss as Arie Haan takes the reins for 
the first time in front of an increas-
ingly football-mad Chinese public. 

State press had announced the 
match last week and promotors and 
t h e  G u a n g z h o u  F o o t b a l l  
Association confirmed it on Monday. 

"We are pleased to have con-
firmed Brazil for China," said 
ProEvents chairman Paul Kam. "We 
are thrilled to able to bring the world 
champions to China and we naturally 

are expecting a capacity crowd." 
He said the the world champions 

had agreed to field a full-strength 
squad amid reports that they are 
being paid 1.25 million dollars to 
play. 

China is expected to field its 
three English Premiership stars, 
Everton duo Li Tie and Li Weifeng 
and Manchester City's Sun Jihai, if 
their releases can be negotiated 
from their clubs. 

Haan will be happy if his team 
manage to score a goal during the 
match in Guangzhou, capital of 
China's southern Guangdong 
province after their failure to find the 
net during their World Cup debut 
last year. 

Their three losses included a 4-0 
hammering by Brazil. 

It proved the end of the line for 
Bora Milutinovic who quit, opening 
the door for Haan, a former Ajax 
great who played for the renowned 
Dutch national side in the 1974 and 
1978 World Cup Finals. 

He has stated his aims as a good 
showing at the Asian Cup next year 
and qualification for the 2006 World 
Cup. 

Brazilian coach Parreira will be 
looking for a resounding win in his 
first match in charge after his 
appointment last week following the 
resignation of Scolari who is now in 
charge of Portugal. 

All-star Brazil 
for China

MU calling
Klose?
AFP, London

Manchester United may swoop for 
German World Cup star Miroslav 
Klose to link up with their Dutch striker 
Ruud van Nistelrooy, it was reported 
here Monday. 

United boss Alex Ferguson is said 
to have made an official enquiry about 
the striker whose club Kaiserslautern 
said in December they would listen to 
offers to ease their financial difficulties. 

United are prepared to pay about 
five million euros to bring Klose to the 
Premiership, the Daily Mail newspa-
per claims. 

The 24 year-old German bagged 
five goals in last year's World Cup in 
South Korea and Japan and has 
scored 14 times in 24 internationals. 

But he has scored only three goals 
in the Bundesliga this term. 

Arsenal were said to have enquired 
about Klose, but were put off by the 
transfer fee. 

Flamengo's 
no
to Romario 
AFP, Rio de Janeiro

The president of Brazilian giants 
Flamengo, Helio Ferraz, said 
Sunday his club would not be mak-
ing a move for 37-year-old striker 
Romario, who now appears set for a 
final career fling at Fluminense. 

Romario, a member of the 1994 
World Cup-winning side and who has 
scored more than 1,000 top class 
goals, has been with Fluminense 
since last summer but spent around 
four years of his illustrious career with 
Flamengo, while he also had spells 
with several European sides, including 
Barcelona and Valencia. 

"Everything was ready for drawing 
up the contract - but Romario's agent 
then put back on the agenda issues 
which had already been resolved and 
so because of that the deal will go no 
further," said Ferraz. 

"I can't go beyond my limits," he 
added. 

Romario, who started out with 
Vasco de Gama 18 seasons ago and 
spent most of the 1999-2002 period 
with the club, believes he has another 
season in him, although his interna-
tional career appears over after 54 
goals in 70 appearances. 

Elected FIFA World Player of the 
Year in 1994, Romario is looking for 
one more payday as he seeks a deal of 
around 180,000 reals (50,000 dollars) 
a month. 

With Flamengo he was looking to 
broker an agreement to recoup six 
million dollars worth of image rights the 
club owes him from past contracts. 

Local media reports said 
Flamengo were offering 100,000 reals 
(33,000 dollars) a month, plus 15 
million reals more (4.5 million dollars) - 
but that sum coming over ten years 
with bonuses based on a cut of mar-
keting and other club income. 

Staying on at Fluminense now 
appears to be the only option left for 
Romario, although when he said last 
week he was "80 percent sure" which 
would be his last club, the media had 
assumed he was referring to 
Flamengo. 

Premiership

Hats off to Henry

TOP SIX
English Premiership table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Arsenal  23  15   4   4   49  24 49 
Man Utd  23  13   5   5   38  23 44 
Chelsea  23  11  8   4   40  21 41 
Newcastle   22  12   3   7   37  31 39 
Southampton 23   9   9   5   27  22 36 
Everton  23  10   6   7   28  28 36 

Primera Liga

Alaves deny Betis

AFP, Milan

AC Milan, seeking their 17th league 
title, ended Bologna's 100 percent 
home record with an impressive 2-0 
victory on Sunday to ensure they stay 
top of Italy's Serie A. 

Milan's title rivals Inter Milan kept 
pace with the leaders by beating 
Modena 2-0 in Sunday's late match to 
move up to second in the table above 
Lazio who drew at Brescia on Saturday. 

Inter's win drew them level on 36 
points with Milan who kept hold of first 
place because of their superior goal 
difference. 

Second-half goals from Andriy 
Shevchenko and Brazilian Serginho 
secured Milan's 11th win of the cam-
paign after a difficult first 45 minutes at 
Bologna. 

Shevchenko was thrilled to score 
but even happier to have been given the 
nod ahead of so many talented strikers, 
including Filippo Inzaghi, Rivaldo and 
Jon Dahl Tomasson, who are all com-
peting for places. 

"I'm even happy to play in defence if 
it means I'm out there on the pitch," 
joked the former Dynamo Kiev marks-
man. 

"In the last match I played alongside 
Filippo, and that worked well, and today 
I was asked to play alone in attack. 

"Either way I am happy, just as long 
as I'm in the team," he added. 

Bologna coach Francesco Guidolin 
admitted his side had trouble coping 
with the pace of Milan after 
Shevchenko's goal went in. 

"When Milan took the lead the game 
opened up and we were always vulner-
able to the

counter-attack," he said. "But we 
cannot make excuses. Today we were 
beaten by the better side. Milan are a 
great team." 

Ukraine international Shevchenko 
broke the deadlock six minutes after the 
break, cashing in on a disastrous mis-
kick from Leonardo Colucci before 
crashing his shot high into the net. 

Serginho put the game beyond 
Bologna's reach when he converted 
from close range after the home 
defence failed to clear Rivaldo's corner. 

Inter's victory at the San Siro was 
tarnished by the loss of Argentine striker 
Hernan Crespo who was stretchered 
off in the 30th minute after falling awk-
wardly. 

Uruguayan midfielder Alvaro 
Recoba gave Inter a sixth minute lead, 
driving a low shot past an unsighted 
Marco Ballotta from 12 yards. 

Crespo put Inter firmly in control by 
heading home Sergio Conceicao's 
right-wing cross 16 minutes later before 
leaving the pitch clutching his left thigh. 

Inter wing-back Francesco Coco 
was delighted with his side keep up with 
Milan as the race for the championship 
gathers pace. 

"It's was a very important result for 
us; we cannot afford to let Milan escape 
from us," he said. 

Title-holders Juventus turned on the 
style by thrashing Reggina 5-0 at the 

Serie A

Milan end Bologna run

TOP SIX

Italian football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Milan   16   11 3 2 32 10 36  
Inter  16   11 3 2 33 16 36 
Lazio   16 9 6 1 31 15 33 
Juventus   16 9 5 2 28 12 32 
Chievo  16   10 2 4 27 13 32 
Bologna 16 7 6 3 19 13 27 

TOP SCORERS

Leading scorers in the Italian 
football league after the week-
end's matches: 

12 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan) 
10 - Francesco Totti (AS Roma), 
Alessandro Del Piero (Juventus) 
 9 -  Claudio Lopez (Lazio)  
 8 - Julio Cruz (Bologna), Filippo 
Inzaghi (AC Milan), Adriano 
(Parma), Antonio Di Natale
(Empoli), Adrian Mutu (Parma) 
 6 - Bernado Corradi (Lazio), 
Roberto Baggio (Brescia), Andrea 
Pirlo (AC Milan) 

Stadio Delle Alpi. 
Veteran Antonio Conte opened the 

scoring in the 22nd minute with a close-
range shot before David Trezeguet's 
spectacular overhead kick made it 2-0. 

An own goal from Francesco Cozza, 
an Alessandro Del Piero penalty and a 
later strike from Marco Di Vaio com-
pleted the rout and moved Marcello 
Lippi's men up to fourth position above 
Chievo on goal difference. 

Chievo fell a place despite a dra-
matic last-gasp 1-0 win at AS Roma for 
whom new signing Olivier Dacourt 

made his debut following his arrival from 
English Premiership outfit Leeds United 
earlier in the week. 

Federico Cossato scored the only 
goal of the game a minute from time to 
wreck Roma's hope of resurrecting their 
championship challenge. 

Roma coach Fabio Capello refused 
to speak to the media as the club are 
continuing their press silence which 
was enforced before Christmas. 

Bottom club Como were denied 
their first win since since being pro-
moted after drawing 1-1 at home to 

fellow strugglers Atalanta. 
The match was soured by crowd 

trouble which resulted in 13 police 
officers and a linesman being injured. 

Piacenza were held 1-1 at home to 
Parma while Udinese and Perugia 
played out a goalless draw at the Friuli 
stadium. 

On Saturday cash-strapped Lazio 
failed to equal AC Milan's 1992/93 
record of winning eight away league 
matches in a row after being held to a 0-
0 draw at Brescia. 

Lazio went to Lombardy boasting 
seven wins in succession, but Roberto 
Mancini's side failed to find a break-
through against a well-organised 
Brescia side missing injured veteran 
Roberto Baggio because of a back 
injury. 

In Saturday's other game, Empoli 
drew 1-1 at home to Torino with both 
goals arriving in stoppage time. 

Empoli's Brazilian defender 
Sanchez Cribari scored an own goal 
to give Torino the lead in the first 
minute of injury time before striker 
Tommaso Rocchi equalised for the 
home side in the third additional 
minute. 

Del Bosque the
best in business

run to an abrupt end in October just 
five days ahead of his 17th birthday. 

But Moyes said his defence and 
not his attack was his biggest prob-
lem after Sunday's 4-3 defeat at 
Tottenham. 

"That was our worst defensive 
display of the season," Moyes said. 
"It was down to bad decision-
making, simple as that. If the under-
14s team had made those decisions 
you would have said it wasn't good 
enough and this certainly wasn't.

"They were bad mistakes and I'm 
sure none of them will need me to 
tell them." 
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