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RECOMMENDATIONS

Theatre
December 31

Mohakal Natya Shampraday
stages its new production
Shikhondi Katha (Tale of the
Hermaphrodites) at Mohila Shomiti.
Written by Anan Jaman and
directed by Rashid Harun, the play
is a research theatre focusing for
the first time in Bangladesh the
general woes and happiness of the
hermaphrodite society. The drama
propounds a sympathetic viewpoint
for these naturally deprived human
beings so as to treat them equally
as the rest are. The drama starts at
6.30 p.m.

Dance

January 1

Akrity--a 'Dance Institute & Troupe'-
-arranges a dance show at the
auditorium of Shishu Academy at 6
p.m.

Art Exhibition

A solo exhibition of paintings by
Abdus Satter is going on at the Saju
Art Gallery. Itis the artist's 19th solo
exhibition. The exhibition is open
from 10 a.m. up to 8.30 p.m. till
January 5, 2003 everyday except
Friday.

15th National
Fine Arts

Exhibition 2002
The 15th National Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002 starts on
December 28 at the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. At the
exhibition several awards including
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Award 2002 for the Best Work,
Bengal Foundation Award, Arab
Bangladesh Bank Award, Deepa
Haque Award, Bashundhara Group
Award and Pacific Group Gold
Medal will be declared. Honourable
President Professor Dr. lajuddin
Ahmed will inaugurate the
exhibition. The exhibition will run
through January 27 everyday from
11a.m.to 7 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to
7 p.m. on Fridays.

Exhibition
December 27- January 8

Asolo exhibition of paintings by AH
M Bashirullah will start at the
Alliance Francaise de Dacca on
December 27 at 5 p.m. The
exhibition will remain open for
visitors up to January 8 everyday
from10a.m.to8p.m.
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Behind book-cover illustrations

Robin Ahsan holds his first exhibition of cover
designs at the "Biswa Shahitya Kendra"

HARUN UR RASHID

HEN it comes to buying
books, there is hardly
anyone who does not take

a long scrutinising look at the cover
illustration of the book. Indeed, the
cover design of a book inspires up in
the reader-buyer the very preliminary
elements of liking, apart from one's
fondness for particular writers in
some cases; and that initial impres-
sion might ultimately make the
reader buy the book. Most of all, it is
the cover of a book--the picture onit,
the use of colours in the illustration,
the calligraphy--that helps most
readers get an idea about a book.
With a collection of such cover
illustrations by Robin Ahsan, an
exceptional exhibition was recently
held atthe "Biswa Shahitya Kendra".

The exhibition was quite unusual
in nature, as there has not been any

nate for him, he could not attend any
art institution due to some personal
difficulties. Nevertheless, he kept up
this passion .

In 1993 Robin got an opportunity
to create the logo and cover illustra-
tion for a little-magazine called
Trinomool. As the editor of the maga-
zine was the eminent novelist
Akhteruzzaman Elias and he had
approved the design, Robin found
considerable confidence to carry on
with his art. Incidentally, that issue
was the last under Elias' editorship
before his death. Soon after that
work Robin has become one of those
lucky young illustrators, who have
got opportunities of working on
books by highly acclaimed authors.
The exhibition gathered a few of such
works: Shawkat Ali-r Probondha,
Shikkha O Shikkha Andolon by
Badruddin Umar, Ekaaley Amader
Kaal by Sufia Kamal, Prachya by

of the past, in which an artist's cre-
ative sensibility also touched the
reader of the book. But now, espe-
cially since the mid-1990s computer
technology has drastically overpow-
ered the human ability of creative
ideas. The 'cut-copy-paste' technol-
ogy no longer lets an artist improvise
his own creativity into his work. It
mostly gives colourful embellishment
to the cover in which art could be
hardly found. lllustrators no more
draw pictures themselves; they
mostly gather figures with the help of
the computer. Robin defies this
collage style of coverillustration.
Robin also often works on the
computer, but he does not entirely
rely on the machine. Very often he
works in the old method of skin-print,
in which he creates the cover himself
through different media like water-
colour, pastel, oil-painting etc. Even
he himself makes the skin-print

Selim Al Din, Shei Shey Kaal by

plates instead of getting the whole

such event in recent years. Only an
exhibition of cover illustrations by
Quayyum Chowdhury before 1971,
and another posthumous display of
Kazi Ahsan Habib's works can be
traced down till now. Apropos the
reason behind the exhibition, Robin
honestly confesses that he wanted to
be recognised, he wanted his works
to be evaluated by people. Robin
believes that cover designing is also
an art. Not only does it speak out a
composite thought of the book; it also
expresses an artist's view.

Robin's interest in cover design-
ing has had its roots long back in his
childhood. At that time he was
immensely fascinated by the cover
illustrations of his own schoolbooks.
He was also attracted by the street-
side billboards. These childhood
fascinations grew in him the desire to
become an artist. But rather unfortu-

Sarder Fazlul Karim, Bangladesh-er
Urdu Kobita edited by poet Asad
Chowdhury and many others.

What is mostly noticeable in the
works of Robin is abundant use of
calligraphy in different experimental

ways. Robin says that after
Quayyum Chowdhury, no one has
any major contribution to calligraphy
of the cover design of books. What is
seen around apart from Quayyum's
works are rather some experiments
on his established styles. Robin
wishes to do something different in
this field.

Regarding present culture of
cover illustration Robin has a rather
frustrated opinion. He supposes that
glorious era of artistic cover illustra-
tion ended with the advent of com-
puter technology into the field at the
closing of the 1980s. He recalls the
illustrious cover designs of the books

output on transparent sheets.
Again, sometimes he loves to
work on hand-made paper. One
such work is the cover of a book of
poems dedicated to Vladimir E
Lenin.

It seems, after seeing Robin's
exhibition, that there should be
more exhibitions of cover designs,
for this would firstly create a com-
petitive atmosphere for the design-
ers which will ultimately contrib-
ute to the improvement of the
art. Then, the readers will also
get the chance to see a lot of
works together, which is not
otherwise possible. After all, it
is not possible for people to
buy all those books bearing
good illustrations, nor is it that
people buy books for cover
illustrations only.

=
),

[

™

P

E

The Baily Star

FAYZA HAQ

HE new year begins from day

after tomorrow; today, on the

eve of 2003 there will be
fireworks, dancing, dining and
exchange of gifts by the upper
echelons of society. The bourgeoi-
sie in general, in Dhaka and other
Bangladeshi cities , concentrate on
"Pahela Baishakh" as the beginning
of new year, with their red edged
sari, "pantha bhat", hilsa fish and
singing at different cultural venues,
along with painting the walls and
streets with fanciful "alpana" pat-
terns. Those Dhakiites of Iranian
origin will celebrate "Nauroze" with
richly flavoured food with lots of
raisins and almonds, as and when
the time comes. Yet, what of the rest
of those in our country, who have
neither the time nor money to
splurge on new clothes or fancy
food? Can they not do something
special for the new year, in their
offices, schoolrooms, kitchen cor-
ners and gardens? Yes, they can
have new year resolutions if nothing
else.

One can begin by telling oneself
that one will be more fit physically,by
going on a steady diet and cutting
down on carbohydrates; visiting the
aerobic classes and shaking the
neck when rich food is offered at
houses which one visits. One can go
for half- hour walks or do on-the spot
jogging if long walks in the evening
or morning is out of question, for
those who can barely open their
eyes in the morning, or feel fagged
out flat after the day's efforts.
Slimming down to the right weight
has not only to do with aestheticism
of the figure but is also important for
the health for both the genders.

Again, both men and women
tend to be somewhat absent minded
while travelling and tend to get
mugged .| know of many men and
women who have been mugged
more then five times, losing their
watches, wallets, purses, jewellery ,
keys, important papers and what
not. One should decide for 2003 that
one will avoid travelling in danger-
ous areas in the evening or be more
alert and even carry as little money
as possible. This applies to items
like mobiles and rare photographs
of sentimental value too. The
resolution should be that all impor-
tant work should be finished before
dusk, that one will be on high alert
during traffic jams, in places like
New Elephant Road or the
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MORE COMPASS

Panthapath underground crossing,
or even during shopping ,at places
like Eastern Plaza. Even taking out
the change on the Mirpur Road can
be dangerous, as drug-taking
youngsters in speeding baby-taxis
are there to snatch bags if one is not
totally alert.

Again, when one goes in for a job
there is often the tendency to
become a workaholic or vice versa,
a lazy slow coach -- who is never in
time and so seldom pleases the
boss by getting the job done during
the given period. One must resolve,
with the coming of the new year, that
one will take days off to break the
monotony of work and to keep in
touch with relatives and friends ,
who need one's love and affection
by actual presence , to guide them
through life , with its ups and downs,
its slings and arrows. It's not enough
to be nonpareil at one's work. Man
cannot live by work alone. One must
have time for the "milads" the wed-
ding of the favourite cousins , the
sick visits to the dear ones, the time
to listen to one's favourite
"Rabindrasangeet" or "Nazrulgeeti"
or even "Palligeeti" or band music.
There are the CDs of Mozart,
Beethoven and Chopin that one
must catch up with, along with the
reading that one has put aside for
years. As for being in time, one can
put double alarms, ask one's par-
ents or siblings or even the domestic
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servants to help one get up in time.
The resolutions should cut down the
late night "addas" and channel
watching so that even the cold
mornings or humid beginning of the
day will not prove a monster to
struggle with. Cuttingon chattingon
the phone or the long lunch breaks
will help one come up to the
employer's high esteem.

There are then the resolutions of
catching up with correspondence
with friends and relatives overseas,
which one often complains that one
cannot, due to shortage of item.
Today, there is the internet and
greeting cards with acompanying
brief notes saying so much, with
only a few personal lines to include,
apart from the signature. With the
mechanization and modernization
of our lives, the business of letter
writing is swiftly diminishing and
even when e-mails are written, they
often go unanswered for some
reason or another. The new year
should surely egg one to try to catch
up with one's replying of polite
inquiries of health and spirits from
overseas, be it from friends , rela-
tives or even well-meaning acquain-
tances.

One must also try to see the rest
of Bangladesh , on the new year , if
not travel extensively overseas, as
that tends to broaden our horizons
and lend a fillip to our everyday

Drive away your blues with something positive

New Year Resolutions

existence. Why not go to the
Chittagong Hill Tracts or Srimangal
or take a trip to see the architectural
beauties that hark back to the
Buddhist, Hindu , Muslim heydays
as well as the British Raj?. One can
travel to Mainamati(Comilla),
Paharpur (Naogaon),
Mahastangarh (Bogra), or even
Cox's Bazar. Surely everybody has
some relatives in places like
Potuakhali or Dinajpur, or even near
St Martin's Island, where one can go
and have a break from the humdrum
of everyday existence. Similarly, the
village people could make an effort
and visit their relatives in the cities,
and with eastern hospitality to come
to their rescue, they will surely be
given a cordial welcome. One is not
asking one to see the Sydney
Bridge or the Niagara Falls or even
the Stature of Liberty. If one can
afford it the new year could bring in
the resolution to save a bit, and
have a brief spell at Bhutan or Nepal
or even Kolkata, which will add
flavour to everyday Bangladeshi city
existence. One does not expect one
to travel through deserts of Arabia or
live in expensive pensions at Paris
or Switzerland. For the new vyear,
resolve to go at least to your friends
and family members (the pleasant
ones i.e.) at Uttara or Old Dhaka
more often, if not get tangled with
train or launch tickets.

New year resolutions could also
include making adequate clothes for
the daily existence, which one often
puts aside due to the pressure of
looking after children, tending to the
household chores, being a spend-
thrift out of sheer impulse. etc.One
can go for the facial one needs, visit
the doctor as scheduled and one
can do so much more. Cutting
down on long phone bills should be
another mustin the new year's list of
decisions. Taking time off to attend
social functions such as soirees,
stage plays, art exhibitions could be
added to the list to lend flavour to the
often blasé existence of travelling
only to the workplace, a few select
friends and family members-- on the
way and back. Also, take time off for
hobbies like playing the "sitar" or
guitar, sketch or fish besides the
lake, play chess etc. Don't procrasti-
nate, go for it, and make the new
year more full of fizz and fun.
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