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Bhuiyan for responsible

Opposition

BSS, Gazipur

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuivan vesterday
said a responsible opposition is
needed to free the country from
poverty and hunger and institu-
tionalise democracy,

The mimster said this while he
was speaking at a discussion on
the ‘Spirit of Victory Day’ organ-
ised by National University (NU)
here.

Vice Chancellor of the Univer-
sity Prol. Abdul Momin Chowd-
hury presided and Mohammad A
K M Fazlul Hug MP attended the
function as special guest. Pro-Vice
Chancellor Prol.  Mohammad
Khalilur Rahman and Treasurer
Prol. Syed Abul Kalam Azad spoke.

The LGRD Minister said the
members of the opposition in

Shilpacharya
Zainul's birth
anniversary
observed

BSS, Mymensingh

The 88" birth anniversary of Shil-
pacharva Zainul Abedin was ob-
served here yesterday in a befitting
manner,

To mark the day, a discussion
was held at the Zainul Abedin
Sangrahashala (museum) audito-
rium yesterday alfternoon,

Presided over by Depury
Kecper of the Sangrahashala Bijoy
Krishna Banik, the discussion was
addressed artst Amirul Islam and
Prof S K Amjad Al..

A painting competition for the
children was also arranged in the
morning.

parliament receive salaries, allow-
ances and other tacilities for doing
constructive criticism al the gov-
ernment,

He said 1t is never expecied

that they will tarnish the image of

their own country while paving
visit abroad,

He said, “It is not correct that
we have not achieved anything in
31 vears ol independence. We
have got many things and many
things are ver to be attained, We
have to achieve what we could not
do so tar.”

Mannan  Bhuivan  said  the
standard of education has fallen
and that the responsibility of the
university in this regard is im-
mense. He called upon all to play
active role for increasing the stan-
dard of education in the country,

Ihe LGRD minister directed
the concerned authorities to take
necessary steps lor the solution ol
the residential problems of the
teachers and emplovees of the
university.

Biennial confce
of Ctg Press
Club today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

'he biennial conference of Chit-
tagong Press Club will be held at
the club auditorium at 10.00am
Ilu!-.lfe.'.

Mavor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury will attend the conlir-
ence as chiel guest. Later, the an-
nual general mecung ol the club
will be held at the same place at
3.00pm.

[he clection 1o the executive
committee of the press club will be
held tomorrow. The voting will
take place from 9.00am to 4.30pm
with one-hour break from 1.00pm
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opened on the following working day
Authonty reserves the right

without assign ng any reason thereol

Date 22/12

BJMC Adv_értisement
International Tender Notice

Intemational sealed quotation are hereby invited in duplicated from the
onafide manufacturers /importers/ suppliers/ dealers /indentors by the Dy
Manager (Project Head)
Rupgonj, Narayangonj for supply of chemicals (Industrial Raw Materials) at
C&F Ctg (Resin, Pigment, Glassfibre Mat, Lumirorfilm, Nylin Chips (White),
Action Tharmoplasts Mpiding Compound & Rubbing Gompound) ete
ender schedule with 'defalls particulars and specification will' be
iabie al the ofiice of General Manager & Liaison Officer, BJMC-Dhaka
Zone, Kanm Chamber (4th floor), 99, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 &
AC Juto-Fibreglass Industry, Tarabo, Rupgonj, Narayangonj
F any working day during office hour with payment of Tk
100/~ (one hundred) only per set (Non-Refundable)

Tender will be received up to 12.00 noon on 20-01-2003 in the tender
pox kept al mill site and BJMC Dhaka Zone, Karim Chamber (4th floor). 99,
votijhee! C/A, Dhaka-1000 and will be opened on the same day at 12.30
PM in presence of tenderers (if any). Eamest money @Tk. 1% quoted price
out not less than 1x. 1000.00 (one thousand) only to be submitted in the
lorm of DD or PO along with the quotation favouring “Juto-Fibreglass
Il any unavoidable circumstances arises, tender box will be

10 acceplreject the lender fully/partly

Juto-Fibreglass Industry, Tarabo
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Children staged a drama at the Mahanagar Natya Mancha in the city yesterday as part of the closin
development of underprivileged children’, organised by the Theatre Centre for Social Development.

FHOTO STAR
g ceremony of a programme titled ‘Cultural

The Baily tar

BSS, Dliaka
Speakers al a workshop here yes-
terday  stressed the need  for

bringing abour a revolutionary
change in the field of population
control 1o ensure poverty allevia-
ton. |

They said new awareness pro-
grammes should be adopted in
line with development of infor-
maltion technology and medical
science Lo control population.

Bangladesh Rural Develop-
ment Board (BRDB) organised the
day-long workshop 1o chalk-oul
uture strategy of its Family Wel-
lare Education Project (FWEP).

Secretary of the Rural Devel-
apment and Cooperative Division
Dhiraj Kumar Nath inaugurated
the workshop held at the BRDB, a
press release said.

Project Director and Chairman
of the Population Science De-
partment Mobammad Nuruddin
presented the key-note paper in
the workshop.

Under the project, around
2,24,250 poor women from 7475
cooperative sociclies are being
given training on healtheare, fam-
ily welfare, nursing of children,
immunisation, reproductive
health, sexual disease, use of pure
drinking water, cleanliness and
their social and economic devel-
opment,

A total ol 1.49.500 able couples

Population control for |
poverty cut underscored |

are being given family plaoning
training in addiion 1o supplying
poecessary implements,

Assistanl  representative of
UNFPA  Nurul  Amin, Director
General of BDRB A F M Matiur
Rahman. and about 50 represen-
tatives of different ministeies, de-
partments and  directoraies ook
part in the workshop.

ROK envoy meets
DU vice chancellor

13SS, ik

South  Korean Ambassador 1o
Bangladesh Kvu-Hyung Lee met
Dhaka University (DU) Vice-
Chancellor Prof S M A Faiz at his
olfice vesterday.

He was accompanied by Resi-
dent  Representative of Korean
International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) Sae-Chul Oh, a DU press
release said.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed martters of mutual interest,
particularly the academic activi-
ties of Dhaka University and the
universities in Korea. They also
discussed the existing Iriendly tics
between the two countries.

The Vice-Chancellor thanked
the Koredan envoy for his interest
in the academic activities of Dhaka
University.

Govt tirm to build a modern,
stronger airforce: Khaleda

UNB, Jessore

Prime Ministér Khaleda Zia yes-
terday her government is
determined to build a modern,
stronger airforce as in the present
world the role ol airforce in every
country is indispensable in peace
and war

said

“Despite various limitations,
we are working lirmly with this
vision. Our belief is that with the
combination ol application of
modern (echnology and strategy,
ApPreps i o g o and;atove
ulk patriousm owe'll also Berable to
build up a skilled and modern
atrforce,” she said at a function of

fresh and old cadets of Bangladesh

Alr Forcoe

lhe Winter Graduvation 2002
function was held at the Bangla-
desh  Airforce Academy ;‘m:ud{'
square here in the morning on the
occasion ol commissioning of the
cadets of number 46 GD (P) and
number 49 Ground Branch
COuUurses

Khaleda said the airforce is in-
volved in overall development ol
the country alongside performing
their tough responsibility of safe-
guarding country's independence
and sovereignty

lhe Prime Minister
mentioned  that  the

further
QTN

brought honour and dignity for
the country by plaving a com-
mendable role joining in UN mul-
tinational forces policing peace in
dilferent trouble-torn parts of the
world.

“Our  advanced rtraining  ar-
rangements are also acclaimed on
the international arena. So airforce
personnel from many [riendly and
brotherly countries are now com-
Ing (o our military academies for
traming. It brightens our image
abroad...this trend of success will

- AU vy B Shstaiied ™ slve 1old the

passing-out funttion oFair cadets.

Fhe airloree  alongside army
and navy extend their cooperation
(o people at times of calamity. The
airlorce also played an important
role in air dropping reliel goods ol
the government at home and
abroad in emergencies,

L his yvear, 25 cadets--nine from
two-yvear-long GD (P) course ol the
I6th batch and 16 from six-
month-long ground branch course
ol 49th  batch--have graduated.
Eight of them are women cadels.
Farher, in the fisst and second
batches, eight and six  women
cadets were commissioned in the
Bangladesh Air Force,

Fhe newly commissioned air-
force aolheers were adomed with
Hying badges by the Prioe Minis-

Ler at the passing-out cereniony.

She also distibuted trophy and
medals (0 the newly  commis-
sioned olficers for their oulstand-
ing performances during 1 aining.

Flight Cadet Wing Under Offi-
cer Ashiqur Rahman Mallick was
presented with the coveted Sword
of Honour for his best all-round
performance. He also got Osmani
Gold Medal for the best perform-
ance in academic training and
Commandant's Trophy for the
best performance in (raining in
general service. e

Meanwhile, Cadet Sergeant
AKM Towhidul Amin received the
Chiel of Air Staff Trophy for the
best all-round performance in
Ground Branch Training.
A guard ol honour was given (o the
Prime Minister at the parade
square by the cadets. She took
salute from a decorated dais and
inspected the parade,

Information Minister Tariqul
Islam, Industry Minister MK An-
war, Home Minister Altal Hossain
Chowdhury, Education Minister
Dr Osman Farruk, Jute Minister
Maj (retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed,
Khulpa City Mavor Shaikh Taye-
bur Rahman, Army Chiel Lt Gen-
eral Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury,
Naval Chiel Rear Admiral Shah
[gbal Mujtaba, Air Chiefl Air Vice-

Marshal Fakhrul Azam, Dean ol

Diplomatic Corps Shahia Zarab,
Chinese Charge d' Affaires Duan
Zhiquan, Prime Minister's Political

seerelary  Mosaddek  Ali, BNP
leader  Shamsunnahar Khwaja
Ahsanullah, guardians of the
newly commissioned airforce

officers, elite of the district and

high civil and military officials

attended the lunction.

On her arrival at the Matiur
Rahman Airbase, the Prime Min-
ister was received by Air Chicl
Fakhrul Azam and the' comman-
dant of the BAF Academy.

In her speech, Khaleda advised
the flight cadets to remain always

prepared for future leadership of

the  airforce  through  arduous
raining, deep patriotism, obedi-
ence, honesty and work.

“You will have to be ready for
the best utilisation of equipment
and resources procured with the
hard-camed money of the coun-
trymen,” she told the cadets.
he Prime Minister also witnessed
a spectacular flv-past by different
types ol BAF aircralt from the
Venue.

I ater, Khaleda visited the olfi-
cers’ mess and exchanged pleas-
antries with the newly commis-
sioned ollicers.

Madaripur AL
leader dead

IJ\I;, [ Jl i

\bdul Mannan Mir, vice-president
of  Madaripur  district  Awami
League, died ol 4 cardiac arrest at
a city climc on Friday night at the
n.”.’;l'l’l 0Z.

e is survived by his wile, one
son and one daughter

Local MP Shahjahan Khan and
district AL president and general
secretary  have  expressed  deep
shock at the death of Mannan Mir.
I'hey praved lor salvation of the
departed soul.

Pakistan frees Jaish leader Masood

REUTI RS, Multan, Pakistan

Pakistani police on Sunday ended
the house arrest ol militant leader
Maulana Masood Azhar, wanted in
India on charges of terrorism,
police officials said.

Police were removed from the
house of Azhar, leader ol the out-
lawed Jaish-e-Mohammad, on a
court order, they said.

Azhar was under house arrest
since December 2001 in the Paki-
stani city of Bahawalpur, 500 km
south of the capital, Islamabad.

"Police was removed from his
house today,” a police offlicer in
Bahawalpur told Reuters by tele-
phone.

A Pakistani court had ordered
his release on December 14, but
the order was implemented only
on Sunday, his father Ustad Allah
Baksh told Reuters by telephone.

"It is a day of freedom for us. A
day of freedom for me and a day of
[reedom for my son,” said Baksh, a
retired government school
teacher.

Azhar was one of three Muslim

militants released by India in 1999
in exchange for the freedom of
passengers on a hijacked Indian
Airlines flight.

Soon alter his rclease, Azhar
formed Jaish-e-Mohammad,
which is a key guerrilla group

fighting against Indian rule in
Kashmir.

Pakistant  President  Pervez
Musharral banned Jaish-¢-
Mohammad and several other

ISlamic groups carlv this vear as
part ol a campaign to sterh Islamic
militancy in Pakistan,

for January 1 a success.

Thg Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal took out a procession
University Campus yesterday with a call to make its council scheduled

FHOTO STAR
The Bangladesh Chhatra League took out a procession on the Dhaka
University Campus yesterday hailing the reelection of Sheikh Hasina as
the Awami League president.
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Aboriginal art vanishing fast

BSS, Fajshalli

The indigenous aboriginal art,
drawn on the walls and lloors of
the mud houses without using any
artificial chemical dye, in the
Barind region is vanishing fast for
VArious reasons.,

The Barind region is home 1o
about 33 tribal communities who
are now struggling to protect their
c¢thnic and religious entity.

The conversion 1o Christianity,
migration due (o poverty and in-
vasion of alicn culture are threat-
ening the aboriginal art.

According to the Bangladesh
Bureau ol Statistics (BBS) and
local unit ol Adibashi Unnayan
Sangstha (AUS) and Jatiyva Adi-
bashi Sangstha (JAS), there had
been 259,204 adibashi population
in greater Rajshahi districts (in-
cluding Barind arcas) of Naogaon,
Natore, Chapainawabgan) and
Rajshahi in 1991, The figure in-
creased 1o 349,924 in 2001,

So far, 33 communities ol abo-
rigingl  population  have been
identified in the northern region,
The communities are Santal, Urao,
Rajbangshi, Munda, Murari, Ma-
hali, Malo, Paharia, Malpahari,

Pahan, Rajoar, Turi, Buna, Kole, |

Kheroar, Mecho, Muchi, Kar-
maker, Harijan, Khaira, Teli, 1 ura,
Rukhia, Mushar, Rai, Lohar, Bhui-
yan, Bhumij, Bhuimali, Missir,
Murier, Koch and Ramdas.

Most ol the these communities
had their distinct indigenous lan-
guages, dresses, house patierns,
ornaments, religious practices and
cultures.

It is still casy to differentiate a
house of Urao people with that of
Santals by waitching the outer wall
art and pattern of their houses, So
1s applicable for other commuonity
people as well.

lhe wall art of the aboriginal
people Tound scattered in villages
are unique creation ol adibashi
people, Besides wall art, there are
Hoor art, Noor decoration, house
decoration, handicralts and exquni-
sile ormaments, These art bea
their sense ol acstheticism,

In order to preserve these near-
extinet art works, the Bangladesh
Women Jaurnalists Society
(BWIS), a Rajshahi-based organi-
sation Tor women journalists, has
tuken up a project to recard those
arts in photography, €Ds  and
video tapes, But the project could
not take oflf due 1w want ol re-
quired fund and logisiic support,

Due 1o utter poverty, most ol
the adibashi people>are now re-
luctant 1o paint their house walls
and decorate their oors.

The loods of 1988, 1996 and
1998 have also broken the back-
bone of the adibashi people.

In the Barind areas, nearly 100
per cent rural houses were built
with mud, But the {loods changed
the rural habitats. Instead of
making mud houses, compara-
tively well-off people turned to
corrugated tins and the poor ins
clined towards bamboo, straw and
jute-sticks.

The adibashi people used to
paint art on the walls of their mud
houses. The changing housing
pattern is a major cause ol van-
ishing wall art. Another cause had
been migration of adibashi people
10 towns in search of work.

In recent years, however, there
has been a sort of stability of the
adibashi people. Nowadays, the
adibashi people do not migrate to
other places as there are ample
scope of employment in rural
arcas. As a result, they are getting
enough time to devote themselves
LO artistic pursuits.

The wall and loor arts of the

L 1

adibashi people are not painted by
mule members but by the female
members of a house. Ofien, there
had been some master artists in
the village who were called by
other female members of the wil-
lage to teach them the art of
paintings. The adibashi people
have upheld their tradition lor
centuries, generation alter gen-
cration,

Most of the wall art of the adi-
bashi people belonged to floral
motifs and geometrical designs
and ormamentation. No form of
animals is depicted in such art.

To paint the walls, the aborigi-
nal people use red-soil, black soil,

sand-soil, sand, charcoal, juice
extracted from  tree barks and
leaves, ashes and many other

natural items.

Prol. Jogendranath Suren, an
adibashi leader of Rajshahi, said
that the wall and Hoor art ol the
aboriginal people can be pre-
served through recording those on
Compact  Disks,  photographic
plates and through video record-
ing.

He also  Taid  emphasis  on
training and financing of the yoral
female master artists (o proserve
the century-old tradition.

Fellowship

STALE CORRESPONDENT

Prof Begjadi Mahmuda Nasir and
Prof Jamal Nazrul Islam have re-
ceived  Bangla Academy lon-
ourary Fellowship-2002 for their
outstanding contributions to fe-
male education and mathematics
and physics respectively.

They received the fellowships
al the 25th annual general meeting
of Bangla Academy in the city on
Friday. -
Bangla Academy confers this
honourary  Iellowship (0 noted

Death anniversary

I'he fourth
death  anniver-
sary of Prof. Sy-
cda Halima
tahman, former
principal of
Nabi Nazrul
Govt.  College,

will be observed
today, says a press release.,

On the occasion, a milad
mahfil will be held at her resi-
dence at 339 Jafrabad (Shankar),

Dhanmmondi after Asr prayers.

2 get Bangla Academy

persons of the country every vear
for their contributions in different
fields.

Prof Begjadi Mahmuda started
her career as an English lecturer of
Kumudini College in Tangail in
1951. Then she established the
Central  Women's College in
Dhaka and became its prncipal in
1956. The college tumed into a
university in 19492 and she is now
the chairman of the university.

Prof Begjadi Mahmuda was the
first woman member of the Syndi-
cates of Dhaka and Jahangirmagar
Universities and she received Ze-
bunnesa  Mahbubuallah  Trust
Award in 1990 and Begum Rokeya
Padak in 2001.

Prof Jamal Nazrul Islam, di-
rectar of the Rescarch Centre for
Mathematics and Physical Seience
of Chittagong University, had
served in diflerent universities of
the USA and the UK. i

He joined the Mathemancs
Department of Chittagong Univers
Sity in 1984 and had received the
Science and Technology  Padak,
Fkushey Padak and Zebunnesa
Mahbubullah Frust Award.
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