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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia pose with the performers of a cultural show at the World Trade Centre at Kunming on
Friday. The government of Yunnan province organised the cultural show in honour of the PM during her visit to

China.
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.Userof children as camel jockeys

‘banned: UAE embassy

BSS, Dhaka

The use of children under 15 as
jockeys in the popular sport of
camel-racing has been banned in
the United Arab Emirates, said a
spokesman for the UAE Embassy
in the city yesterday.

Referring to a campaign
launched by ‘Anjiker Bangladesh'
to protest against the use of chil-
dren in the sport, the spokesman
said the ban was ordered by
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Chairman of the Emirates
Camel Racing Federation, ECRF,
and UAE Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs.

“The use of children as jockeys
in camel-racing was banned in the
United Arab Emirates earlier this
year, and ,strong measures are
being taken by the federation, and
by police and other authorities to
ensure that there are no breaches
of the ban,” he said.

“No one is permitted to ride
camels in camel-races unless they
have a minimum weight to 35 kg,
and are not less than [lifteen years
old, as stated in their passports,”
he said, adding that “"a medical
commiltee examines each candi-
date to be a jockey to check that

# g e age stated in their passport is

A\

correct.”
{ Under the- Federation's -rules,
4 -—

-

the owners of UAE camel-racing
stables are responsible for re-
turning children under fifteen who
were formerly employed as jock-
eys to their home countries, the
spokesman said.

“A number of children under
15, from several countries, in-
cluding Bangladesh, were formerly
employed as camel jockeys by
some camel-owners in violation of
the rules of the camel racing fed-
eration,” he said, adding that, “the
rules have been tightened up and
strict penalties are being applied
(o anyone breaching them.”

“Many of those children were
ilegally smuggled into the UAE by
unscrupulous middle-men  from
their countries of origin. The ac-
tivities of these middle-men were
a major part of the problem.”

“The authorities at the UAE
ports and airports are doing their
best 1o stamp out the smuggling ol
children, but collaboration [rom
the authorities at airports and
ports in their countries ol origin is
essential,” he said.

“In camel-racing, as in horse-
racing and many other sporis
there have been occasional acci-
dents and casualties, one of the
reasons for implementing  the
strict ban on the emplovinent ol
children as camel jockeys 1s (o
ensure that such unfortunate inci-
e oAbl i - { .
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Dehra Dun, India

Inear New Delhi)
A CO-EDUCATIONAL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL

{ @Q¢

CLASSES 1-XII
Ph. 91-135-2734581, 2734336 Tele-Fax- 2735904

Website: www .pestieweedcollege.com, Email: pestieweed@yahoo.com
A picturesque, poliution free, 43 acre, lush green campus in the Himalayas
Salient Features

e British & American trained management ® Separate hostels for Boys &
Girls »« Maximum class strength 20 @ Congenial & Homely environment
e Career oriented education programs e Caring Dorm Parents e Resident

Doctor » Music & Dance Club =

cell = Excellent Board Results « Hobby Clubs e Finest Teaching faculty
e 100 years of cumulative experience ® Open Air Amphitheatre
Gymnasium » Community programs  Sguash & Boxing # Skating
« Rifle Shooting * Foreign Languages e

* Trampoline * Horse Riding
* Swimming * Gymnastics
® Nature Study Programs =

e Water Polo = Bengali

Pickup/Drop of facllity from Kolkata/Delhi

Abundant Library Resources
Continental / Iindian / Chinese cuisine (Halal) =

e Excellent
Latest IT facilities ® Counseling

dents no longer occur,” the
spokesman said.

He added that the UAE Em-
bassy in Dhaka would be pleased
(0 receive any information about
individual cases, and about at-
tempts to smuggle children ille-

gally to the UAE.

BRTC introduces
10 more buses

on Mirpur route
UNB, Dhaka

_ three-wheelers

Scholarship |

I'he Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) introduced 10
more buses on Gulistan-Mirpur
route in the city yesterday to ease
commuters’ problem.

BRTC  chairman  advocate
Faimur Alam Khandaker inaugu-
raled the service aimed at Tulfilling
the growing demand for public
transports in the capital.

using this route
have been facing much trouble as
the plving of rickshaws from
Gabtoli to Russell Square on the
Mirpur Road banned last
weck.

\lso, a total ban on two-stroke
will come into
that -might
ol the

} b ;
Passengers

Wids

ellect on January .|
multiply (he
commulers.

In a press release vesterday, the
BRTC said the corporation would
introduce bus services on other
new routes to cope with the situa-
ton.

sullenngs

15 listed criminals

arrested
UNB, Dhaka

China to play vital role for

peace in S Asia: Bhuiyan

BSS, bhaka

River Rafting = Mountaineering

Police arrested 1,258 people, in-
cluding 15 listed criminals, from
different parts of the country in 24
hours ending at 6.00am yesterday.

They also seized four [irearms,
four other weapons and two bul-

e Modern
Para Sailing= Badminton

e Audio Visual & Language lab

® Tennis Courts « Basketball

offered as 2nd Language

Contact : Mr. Sharad, Direclor on 29-30 Decembaer.

Venue : BRAC CENTRE INN. Rm_ # 305

lets during the period and filed
three cases against seven people

Tel: 98B-66B1/668B2

TIME: 10:00

d under the Arms Act, said a police
press release.

am - B:00 pm

PRIME UNIVERSITY

(Government Approved)

ADMISSION : SPRING SEMESTER - 2003

Applications are invited for admission in the following programs

Bachelor Degree Programs : 4-Yr, 12-Semester

Minimum Qualification for Admission :

% Master of Business Administration (MBA Exe)

© Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) .Cr-130 | ¢ Atleast HSC/A Level or equivalent qualifications

% Bachelor of Business Information System (BBIS) :Cr-132 (Minimum 4 Points required)

% Bachelor of Computer Science (BSc in CS) ‘Cr-135

Master Dggree Prograrns : Minimum Qualification for Admission :

% Master in Computer Application (MCA) ¢ For MCA : 3-Yr/4-Yr graduation degree in any
2-Yr 6-Semester : Cr-54 subject with Mathematics/ Statistics as subsidiary/
3 minor subject or equivalent,

@ Master of Business Administration (MBA) '

% For MBA : 3-Yr, 4-Yr, Graduation
2-Yr 6-Semester . Cr-60 SOERGIER In.any

subjects from any recognized university.

% For Executive MBA : At least Bachelor degree

15-Yr 4-Semester - Cr-48 with minimum 2-Yr working experience at the
executive level (Minimum 6 points required)
Fees BBA BBIS BSc (CS) MCA MBA (Reg)| MBA (Exe)
Total 1,57,800/- 1,69,400/- 2,11,600/- 96,600/- 1,14,600/- 81.,800/-

© Competent and reputed faculty members

% Well equipped hardware and software labs

% Spacious classrooms and laboratory rooms

% Internet and online browsing facilities

% Smoking and Politics free campus

% Scholarship and financial assistance to meritorjous.
ethnic minorities and female students

KEY FEATURES

% Enriched library

% Centrally located campus

% Free medical check-up and advice
% Fully Air-conditioned classrooms

% Reserve quota for foreign Students
% Part-time Job facilities for the competent
students (in campus)

ADMISSION SCHEDULE

Application forms

: Available on payment of Tk, 300/- at the admission office from 01 January, 2003

Deadline for submission : 15 January, 2003

Admission test

: 20 January, 2003 at 10.00 AM at the University Campus

Admission Office : 2A/1, North East Darussalam Road, Section-1, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216
Tel : 8014045, 019-351903, 019-321289, e-mail - primeu @bangla.net, info@ primeu.net

Vice-Chancellor ; Prof M A quhnn. PhD, Former Executive Director, Bangladesh Computer (Inuﬁai]

Md. Ashraf All
Registrar

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
hoped that China would play a
vital role in maintaining peace in
the South Asian region which faces

more potent. dangers than ever

before -- the nuclearisation.

“The regional conflicts in Asia,
Africa, the Middle East and espe-
cially in our region have intensi-
fied and posed potent dangers to
their peoples now more than ever
before,” he said,

I'he minister was addressing
the inaugural session of a seminar
on South Asian Security and Sino-
Bangladesh Relations, jointly or-
ganised by the Bangladesh Insti-
tute ol International Strategic
Studies (BIISS) and Asia-Alrica
Development Research Institute of
the Development Research Centre
of the State Council of China.

Bhuivan said, “The recent nu-
clearisation of South Asia's two
mighty neighbours, India and
Pakistan, has not only aggravated
the situation further, but brought
the danger closer to reality and (o
their doorsteps by mutual vitu-
peration and threats and counter-
threats.”

Any escalation of the perennial
conflicts between the two coun-
tries holds in it the potentials of

widespread armed conflicts and
even the possibility of a nuclear
war, the minister said pointing out
that this will cause terrible loss ol
life and great devastation as well
as untold miseries and depriva-
tions for the survivors.

He observed that China had
been consistent in playing its pol-
icy of peace, cooperation and de-
velopment (o govern its relations
with other countries.

Bhuiyan said the Chinese pol
icy towards South Asia has been
consistent over the past decades.
Though ostensibly one tends (o
think that China has been a greal
friend ol Pakistan as compared (o
its arch-rival, India, it may be re-
called that China also professed
friendship with 1India and has
taken steps settle  the out-
standing issues with it, he added.

lhe minister said China wants
peace o varinus regions ol the
world. "It is, therelfore, obvious
that China, as a friend ol South
Asian countries, would like peace
lo prevail in its neighbouring re-
gion, South Asia.”

Referring to the bilateral rela-
tions between China and Bangla-
desh, the minister said the visit 1o
China ol the high level Bangladesh
delegation, led by Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, further strengthened

10y

the solid foundation on which the
edifice of the excellent ties be-
tween the two countries is based,

Laying emphasis on the semi-
nar, Bhuiyan said the dialogue on
security of our country and the
region in the context ‘of Bangla-
desh-China relations is not only
timely but also of paramount in-
terest.

“It is timely, because the inter-
national situation at. present is in
turmoil, it may give ris¢ 1o an
armed and terrible conflict among
nations in the foresceable future.”

The minister said the fight
against terrorism, both at home
and abroad, is'an issue that is agi-
tating the minds of people and to
which Bangladesh is committed.

But the world community, he
said, must proceed and act with
caution and try to keep it within
the bounds of control and circum-
spection.

“Otherwise, .  the  situation
would escalate, and distress and
devastation of the people at large
would be limitless and intense.”

I'he inaugural session of the
seminar was presided over by the
chairman ol board of governors of
BIISS Mofleh R Osmani, while
BIISS Director General Maj Gen
SM Shahabuddin Ahmed delivered
the welcome address.

PHOTO STAR

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina speaks at the party’s presidium meeting al its Dhanmondi office in the

city yesterday.
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WEATHER
R
Dry weather likely

24 hours Gl 6.00pm today.

added.

1OMOrrow.

City/ Town

Weather islikely to remain mainly dry over the country during the next

Met office said moderate to dense fog may occur over northwest-
ern part and river basins and light to moderate fog elsewhere over the
country from midnight to moming. |

Slight fall in night temperature is expected over the country, it ' |

~ Yesterday's highest temperature of 27.0 degree Celsius was
recorded at Chittagong and the lowest of 10.0 degree at Rajshahi.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:21pm today and rises at 6:40 am

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in IJ
some major cities and towns yesterday were:
[emperature

in Celsius

Max Min Moming Evening |
Dhaka 24.0 13.0 06 /i
Chittagong 27.0 14.5 79 66
Rajshahi 23.7 10.0 100 74
Khulna 26.0 13.3 92 72
Barisal 248 124 %0 7811
Sylhet 24.9 13.2 94 3. 4
Cox's Bazar 26.4 14.8 77 67 .
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Admission
Diploma in Computer Science
‘Spring Semester 2003

Total Cost: Tk. 25,000/-

. T ————————

First Installment: Tk. 10,000/
Application Deadline: 8" January 2003, Wednesday
Admission Test: 10 January 2003, Friday at /0:004M

Class Schedule: Friday (9:004M to 5:00PM) |
& Saturday or Thursday (5:00 PM 1o 8:00 PM)

Entry Requirement: HSC/Alim/ A’ Level or Equivalent
Duration: One and Half Year (Three Semesters)

s Separate& secure arrangements for “
girl students are available. .
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&y [nternational Islamic University Chittagong
= 154/A, College Road, Chittagong-4203.
Tel: 031-610085, 610308, 638637, 617547 Ext

Fax: 031-610307. E-mail: info/@1iuc.ac.bd. website: www.nuc.ac.bd+ |
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Birth anniversary
of Zainul
Abedin today

STAFF RORRESPONDENT

[oday is the 88th birth anniversary
of Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin.

Different educational institu-
tions and socio-cultural organisa-
tions have drawn up elaborate
programmes (0 observe the day in
a befitting manner.

Fhe Institute of Fine Arts of

Dhaka University (DU) will or-
ganise a discussion meeting at
noon loday. DU Vice-Chancellor
Prol SMA Faiz will attend the
function as chief guest.

Prof Md Abdus Sattar, director
of the institute, will preside over
the meeting to be attended by
noted artist Mohammad Kibria as
special guest,

I'he institute also organises a
children’s art competition

al |

92:00am to be followed by a prize |

giving ceremony and
function at 4:00pm. -

cultural

Wreaths will also be placed at |

the graveyard
Zainul Abedin at 9:30am.

Meanwhile, the Central Kachi-
Kachar Mela has chalked out
claborate | programmes to observe
the g8th birth anniversary of Shil-
pacharya Zainul Abedin, 100th
birth anniversary of poet Jasimud-
din and 73rd birth anniversary of
scientist Abdullah Al-Muti.

Fhe  six-day  programmes
starting from today include chil-
dren’s drawing competition, po-
etry recitation and science fair,
¢ Artist Qaium Chowdhury will
inaugurate the drawing compeli-
tion to be held at 9:00am (oday.

Poet Belal Chowdhury will in-
augurate  the poetry  recitation
competition at 9:30am on January
1. |

Dr Al Asgor will inaugurate the
Al-Muti science fair at 3:00pm on
lanuary |

D Serajul Islam Chowdhory
will distribute prizes among the
winnoers at a functon 1o be pre
sided over by Khandaker Ihrahim
Khaled, director ol the Kachi-
Kachar Mela,

of Shilpacharya |
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Pioneers are not fence sitters. They
are the ones who dare to ook
over the fence

* Entry Tk 5000. Coflect passes from Ms. Sarah Ali
Kolpodroom Win-win Promotons, B22/3 Begum Rokeya Sharani, Mirpur
Phone 9114121, Fax 8110499, E-maill: info@kolpodraom.con:
The speech will be followed by dinner
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For Joint Venture Development

at Dhanmondi, Lalmatia, Mohammadpur,
Baridhara, Gulshan, Banani, Uttara and
any other suitable place in Dhaka city.

Kolpodroom Marketing Club presents |
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Bangladesh el
International .f:::
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Speech on
Win-Win Marketing st |
43
: ising is Dead,
Advertising is Dead,
@ . SRR ] e
Long Live Brandvertising”
Speaker, Mr. Alyque Padamsee ' ’
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Grand Ballroom, Hotel Pan Pacific Sonargaon ' "L' |
11 January 2003, 6pm onwaras '~ :' |
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shaptak
gribayan limited

2/2 Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh, Tel: 9119098, 9133258, 9137990
018-239053, Fax: 9126590, E-mail: shaptak@bdcom.com, Web: www shaptak.com
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