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RECOMMENDATIONS

Theatre's Balod

December 27

Renowned drama group Theatre
will hold its 26th production Balod, a
drama based on the Liberation War
of Bangladesh. Written as a short
story by Muhammad Jafar Igbal,
the transformation of the story into a
drama has been done by Gazi
Rakayet and the drama has been
directed by KM Haroon. The drama
will start at 7 p.m. at the Mohila
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aring for the Wildlife

"Dharitri" and CIDA jointly screen country's first
documentary on Royal Bengal Tiger
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Sweets of Bangladesh: delightful delicacies

A slice of the new year's images: "Singer" calendar-2003

CULTURE DESK

S in the previous years, Singer
Bangladesh Limited has
brought into light its corporate

calendar this year too. The calendar-
2003 has been prepared on the theme

also known as Kushtia's Khaja. motka
tastes delicious with "mur" made from
newly harvested paddy in winter.
Porabari's Chamcham
Around 150 years ago the Gauda
community of India came to Porabari,
aplace near Tangail. The sweet, which

is usually available in Brahmanbaria
and Comilla.
Faridpur's Danadar Mishti
Sweetmeat maker Laxman Ghosh
belonging to Bhanga thana of Faridpur
district first began making this sweet.

Samity auditorium. L of our eternal Bengal that depicts a  they began making with curd and Made with sugar and curd, this
y NE hundred 't ivity i i

. - hundred years' time Is profound sense of creativity in the  molasses gradually took the name Danadar sweet is near crystal-clear. It

15th National quite a long period when presentation of our cherished cultural  "Porabari's chamcham." This reddish  is available in Faridpurdistrictonly.

Fi Art considered against the herjtage - j‘Sweets of Bangladesh  sweetis made by draining outas much Muktagachha's Monda

ine S average lifetime of a human being. delightfuldelicacy.” water as possible from the curd and Gopal Paul, a migrant from
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he ch Mother Earth h , in high temperature. Other than in e ;
December 28 the changes our Mother Earth has deep not just as food but as a cultural the beginning of the 18" century. It is

The 15th National Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002 starts on
December 28 at the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. At the
exhibition several awards including
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Award 2002 for the Best Work,
Bengal Foundation Award, Arab
Bangladesh Bank Award, Deepa
Haque Award, Bashundhara Group
Award and Pacific Group Gold
Medal will be declared. Honourable
President Professor Dr. lajuddin
Ahmed will inaugurate the
exhibition. The exhibition will run
through January 27 everyday from
11a.m.to 7 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to

7p.m.onFridays. . sangbad, which mean news, are

o Sponsored by the Canadian syngnymouswords. : § 512192 S 2968
Exhibition International Development Agency A wide variety of sweetmeats are W 612y ' 300
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exhibition will remain open for
visitors up to January 8 everyday
from10a.m.to8p.m.

Concert

December 28

Aconcertwillbe heldat3p.m. atthe
BCIC auditorium to raise funds for
the acid-victims. Popular bands like
Bangla, Shadhinota, Vikings,
Aurthohin and Rhythm 5 will

to undergo, it appears almost
insignificant. With such a statistical
overview a horrible information
was presented at a documentary
film show on December 18 at the
Begum Sufia Kamal Auditorium of
the National Museum. Before
screening Razia Quadir's
Sundarban-er Bagh-er Sandhane,
a documentary on the famous
Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera
tigris), it was told that only one
hundred years ago there had been
about 75,000 tigers in the
Sundarbans whereas at present
the number has reduced to a few
hundreds only.

the first of its kind made in Bangla-
desh.

As a Development Communi-
cator Razia has focused in the film
on the fact that awareness creation
regarding environment and wildlife
conservation is essential amongst
the traditional groups, who enter
the forest to make a living. With
running commentary on their
ongoing activities and plans, the

tigers to become man-eating
predators.

Razia, however, does not put
the blame entirely on these poor
village people. There are those
dishonest poachers who illegally
hunt deer and tigers, and trade the
animals' bones and skins for
money and dubious medicinal
products. Also, there are the
unscrupulous timber traders, who

appeared on the screen at the film
show, the thrill of the moment, the
overwhelming feeling that Razia
had felt, also touched the whole
audience with the same awe.
During her shooting Razia even
gave the tigers some beautiful
names like 'Bishal', 'Aalshe’, and
'Chotur' according to the animals'
features.

Apart from the tigers, Razia has

the direct result of imprudent
human activities. The film also
shows the mystery and charms of
the scenic beauty of the
Sundarbans, which might promote
tourism both in the country and
abroad.

In her film, Razia points out one
very important fact, that the tiger
does not attack any animal unnec-
essarily, nor does it become man-

expression. Here in Bangladesh,
sweetmeat is an essential element in
our social and familial occasions. It
has ritualistic importance in most of
our festivals, customs and traditions.
Be it success in the examination or a
promotion in the career, the arrival ofa
newborn into the family or finalisation
of a daughter's marriage -- mishti or
sweet is inseparable from such
moments, a harbinger of happy time!
It's a gesture that puts smiles back
on our faces. It's a gesture of sharing,
of togetherness, a gesture that leaves
asweettaste in our mouths like we say
in Bangla — mistimukh or delightful
delicacy. Perhaps that is why in San-
skrit and Bangla, sandesh and

sified worldwide." lts popularity is
entirely region-based and this culinary
delight has gained acceptance entirely
through people's memories of its
distinctive taste and oral transmission
of its merits with almost no written
documentation of its history.

Comilla's Roshmalai

The Ghosh community of Tripura
firstinvented this type of sweetmeat. In
the beginning of the 19" century, they
used to supply this as per the demand

perform atthe concert. teamd_[_nembgtrﬁ ;nd_e rtal|<ing the  cut down huge amount of trees  also shot with her camera some eater if there is sufficient supply of g&,gisﬁelrjir;}ngogzlt fi‘rrr]% fzm\jgri;?/ci}
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. activities in the Sundarbans have 2Tect the whole ecosystem of the  Sundarbans such as the spotted ~ consciousness can be created | coated around "rosogolla.” The way of
RetrOSpeCtlve crucially affected the natural habi- region. For every single species is  deer, monkeys, the brown headed among people that these wild | preparing this sweet is to dip the dry
Zahir Raihan Film Society. tati yf the ki f the f ' dependent on another, and any Machhranga, crocodiles, por- animals also have the right to live | "rosogolla” into 'khir made of pure
December 27 ation of the King ot the 1orest.  yind of maltreatment of one makes poises, snakes, woodcock, large as our fellow creatures on this | Milk, which was termed as "khirbhog".

Adalat O Ekti Meye (1981) at 05.30
p.m.

Razia especially mentions the
woodcutters and the honey and
wax collectors who have to go
deep into the forest. And by doing

all endangered.

During her stay of about four
months in the Sundarbans, Razia
has filmed some marvellous and

and small crabs. What is very
saddening and alarming is that
many of these magnificent crea-
tures are now treated as endan-

planet, may be we will be able to
protect them from extinction. In
that manner we should also be
able to contribute to the invaluable

In the thirties, the size of the
"rosogolla” was made smaller and
was named "roshmalai."

Kushtia's Motka

Tangall, it is widely found and avail-
able in many parts of Bangladesh.

Brahmanbaria's Chhanamukhi

In the early 19" century, the Ghosh
community of Brahmanbaria brought
forth this item. In the beginning, the
sweetmeat was as big as a cake in
size. Many could enjoy together the
same "chhanamukhi" cutting it into
many pieces. Gradually with the
diminishing size, it has come down to
the present shape. Though it was
served in lotus and banana leaves
before, nowadays packets are being
used to do the same. The sweetmeat

usually made by heating the mixture of
curd and sugar. This mouthwatering
delicacy is available in Gopal Paul's
famous monda shop of Muktagachha
inMymensingh.

Through the absorbing arrange-
ment of the sweets of Bangladesh,
"Singer" has ventured to remind us of
our cultural heritage. In this age of
modern and ultra-modern automation,
ripples in the minds of the perceptive
audience should make this attempt a
success.
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