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RECOMMENDATIONS

Kids' Christmas
Pool-party at

Hotel Sonargaon
December 25

As part of its tradition, The Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel
Management this year also has
planned a unique event for the kids
on Christmas Day, which is not only
a religious occasion but the largest
cultural event for the Christians. A
mini-festival 'Children Pool-party'
has been arranged for kids beside
the swimming pool area. The
entrance fee is only taka three
hundred per person where children
are offered to enjoy various games
and fun-riding like merry-go-round,
helicopter and minitrain ride etc.
There will be a mini-zoo for their
entertainment and a puppet-show
as well as a magic-show, where
magic will be performed by well
reputed and charismatic young
magician Ali Raj. Children can also
participate in the Dance-Party and
enjoy a 'kids-catwalk'. And as this is
the Christmas, the kids are offered
to catch a snap with the smiling
Santa-Claus and get their gifts. Co-
sponsored by Star-ship mango
juice this mini-festival is open for all
childrenfrom 10amto 5 pm.

Tapan Sinha

Retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society.
December 25

Atanka (1986) at 03
p.m.

Harmonium (1975) at05.30 p.m.
December 26

Banchharamer Bagan (1980) at
05.30p.m.

December 27

Adalat O Ekti Meye (1981) at 05.30
p.m.

Exhibition

December 20-31

Solo painting exhibition of Rafiqul
Islam at Divine Art Gallery.

Paintings

December 26-30

Exhibition of paintings of Rohena
Alam Khan and Lamia Wajeehah
Hossain at Drik Gallery.

7th Berger Young
Painters’ Art
Exhibition

December 22-26

The '7th Berger Young Painters' Art
Exhibition 2002' opens today at the
Zainul Gallery of Institute of Fine
Arts, University of Dhaka at 11 a.m.

The exhibition will remain open for
visitors from 11a.m.to 7.30 p.m.
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Music makes X'mas more memorable

Christmas, music and our lives

CHRISTER GOMES

church organist was
practicing a piece by Felix
Mendelssohn and not doing

too well. Frustrated, he gathered up
his music and started to leave. He
had not noticed a stranger come in
and sitinarear pew.

As the organist turned to go, the
stranger came forward and asked if
he could play the piece. "l never let
anyone touch this organ!" came the
blunt reply. Finally, after two more
polite requests, the grumpy musi-
cian reluctantly gave him permis-
sion.

The stranger sat down and filled
the sanctuary with beautiful, flaw-
less music. When finished, the
organist asked, "Who are you?" The

through us.

God has symphony written for
our lives. Let's allow Him to have his
way in us. Not only on this Christ-
mas time or just for this Sunday. A
good time to be willing to know Him
truly is now and always. This is not
only for the Christians but | saw
many of my friends of other religion,
those who have two different type of
characters. This we can call "The six
day" and "The one day" type. They
are different on the special "One
day" which is the day of prayer.
Sometimes we tend to retionalize
our lack of relationship with God in
this way: "Lord, You know that |
really praised You and prayed to You
with all my heart last Sunday/Friday.
| really let it all hang out last week!
and | know You understand, Lord,

The point is this: we are to praise
the Lord at all times. "l will bless the
Lord at all times: His praise shall
continually be in my mouth" (Psalm
34:1). No matter what time of year it
is, and regardless of where we find
ourselves, it is always fitting to bless
the Lord.

But is it appropriate to praise and
make music to the Lord at hard times,
when everything is going wrong? The
answer resounds from the hills: Yes!
The OIld Testament prophet
Habakkuk gave his remedy for times
when everything is going wrong:

Though the fig tree does not bud

And there are no grapes on the
vines,

Though the olive crops fails

And the fields produce no food,

Though there are no sheep in the

Though the medical insurance
ranout

Yet | will rejoice in the Lord,

I will be joyful and make music to
my God my Savior!

Singing is probably the most
common form of praise we employ
today. The Scripture (The Bible) are
so full of admonitions to sing unto
the Lord that | may cite only two of
them

1. I will give You thanks as long
asllive;

| will raise my hands to you in
prayer

My soul will be feast and be
satisfied

And | will sing glad songs of
praise to you (Ps.63:4,5)

2.Sing anew song to the Lord!

Sing to the Lord, all the world!
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Christmas celebrations with food, X’mas tree, Santa Claus, music and other festive elements

man replied, "I am Felix Mendels-
sohn." The organist had almost
prevented the song's creator from
playing his own music!

There are times when we too try
to play the chords of our lives and
prevent our Creator from making
beautiful music. Like that stubborn
organist, we only reluctantly take
our hands off the keys. As His peo-
ple, we are "Created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared
beforehand" (Ephesians 2:10). But
our lives won't produce beautiful
music unless we let Him work

that | am to be work this six days
from 8-5. And of course there will be
a five minuets break for You. It
seems that our heart is not ready to
hear His Symphony in our lives. Yet
we find that the Bible makes no
provision for us to perform a week's
worth of praise in one day. The
human body has no way to store up
vitamin C -- it either burns it up or
discards it. Similarly, we cannot
store a one day's worth of praise and
prayer on this Christmas time. But
the time is every day, every hour and
every moment to praise the Lord.

pen

And no cattle in the stalls,

Yet | will rejoice in the Lord,

| will be joyful in God my Savior
(Habakkuk 3:17-18)

A modern rendition of this pas-
sage mightread like this:

Though the economy is unsta-
ble,

And unemploymentis rising,

Though communism may be
growing,

And terrorism is rampant,

Though my guitar is broken and
my voice has no melody

Sing to the Lord, and praise Him!

Proclaim every day the good
news

thathe has saved us. (Ps.96:1,2)

The book of Psalms in particular
is arich storehouse.

But some may ask, "Why can't
we just speak our praise? Why do
we have to sing it?" The answer lies
in the beauty of music. Suppose, for
example, that we were to congre-
gate and chant, "Alleluia.... Alle-
luia... Alleluia." That would not do
much for any of us, would it? But
picture what happens when we

g
’/’\

TV GUIDE

couple those simple words with a
beautiful tune we know so well. Our
hearts are lifted to the Lord, and our
spirits are moved in the presence of
God.

This is an "ultra-rational" experi-
ence in which one plus one equals
three, in which words plus music
equal "more" than just words and
music. The words of the song may
be very meaningful, but when they
are coupled with an enhancing
melody, the message of the song
can be expressed with so much
more meaning. God has given us
this medium of music as a very
special gift because He knows how
much it helps us in lifting our hearts
in praise to Him.

Now let's come back to Christ-
mas. Perhaps that's not surprising
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truths like these:

The prophesies of Jesus' birth
(Isa.7:14;9:1-7)

The miracle of Jesus' conception
(Mt.1:18)

The perfection of the holy Christ-
child (Lk. 1:35)

The mission of that baby boy (Mt
1:21)

The Creator of the world miracu-
lously became man on that first
Christmas morning so He could
provide us with the gift of eternal life.
That's something to believe in at
Christmas!

Now, why do we celebrate Jesus'
birthday so differently from other
birthdays? When its time to honor
historical figures who have a day
aside for them, we don't think about
them as babies. We don't have
pictures of cute little Abe Lincoln in

4'

when we realize that at no other time
of the year do we focus so much
attention on a single theme as
during the Christmas season. The
fictional character of Santa Clause
has become an integral part of the
celebration in our culture because
he symbolizes gift-giving, the cen-
terpiece of most holiday gatherings.
What many people believe in at
Christmas is the spirit of giving.

As admirable as that spirit may
be, there is something more grand
and life-changing to believe in at
Christmas we need to focus on

his log cabin in Kentucky. No., we
remember him for his contribution
asanadult.

For Jesus, though, it is proper
that today we celebrate Him as a
child. Think about it. When He was
born, shepherds came to honor
Him. Later, wise men brought Him
gifts. These people had no idea
what Christ would eventually
accomplish. But they were right in
doing what they did, because Jesus'
birth was the most remarkable event
in human history.

Jesus as a baby was remarkable

because He was God in human
form. He was the creator of the
universe visiting this planet. Never
shrink from celebrating this baby at
Christmas. Marvel at His incarna-
tion, and stand in awe of a wiggly
baby who had created His worship-
ers. Then step back in wonder, for
the story gets even better. This
divine baby grew into a perfect man
who willingly died for your sins and
mine.

Celebrate the baby, but trust the
Savior. That's how to make Christ-
mas complete. Awise man today will
bow not only at the manger but also
atthe cross.

Sources:

1. Exploring Worship by Bob
Sorge

2. Our Daily Bread, RBC
Miniestries
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1210  News Headlines

1215  Patriotic Songs

12.20  Magazine Show

01.00  Khabar

01.20  Open university

01.45  Ajker Shangbadpatra

02.00  News Headlines

02.05  Health Bulletin

02.30  Cartoon Show

03.00  Khabar

03.05  News for Children

03.10  Folk Song Show: Hijol-
tomal

03.35  Jeebondhara

04.00  News Headlines

04.05  Rabindrasangeet Show:
Geetabitan

04.30  Shukhi Poribar

05.00  Khabar

05.05  Muktir Pothey

05.30  Kheltey Kheltey
Computer

06.00  Khabar

06.10  Shilpo O Shahitya

06.35  Programmes of
Chittagong Centre

07.00  News Headlines

07.05  Weather Bulletin

0710  Mati O Manush

07.30  Procheshta

08.00  Bangla Shangbad of 8'o
clock

08.30  Drama Serial: Durer
Manush

09.00  Drama Serial: Oronnyey
Orchid

09.30  Drama Serial: Dukkho
Amakey Dukkhi Koreni

10.00  English News of 10'0
clock

10.25  News Report

10.30  Special Programme on
Holy Christmas

11.00  Ananda-chara

CHANNEL-i

07.00 a.m.Prothom Shur

09.30  Music Plus

10.35 i Sports

10.50  Drama Serial: Durer
Akash

11.25  Drama Serial: Grihagalpo

12.00 p.m.Drama Serial: Brityer
Bairey

12.30  Shurer Kobita

02.00 Bangla Feature Film:
Ondho Bhalobasha

05.35 p.m.Shubho Bara Din

06.10  Music Plus

06.45  Chhaya Jhankar

07.15  Channel-i News

07.45  Ispahani-i Tele Quiz
(Questions)

07.55  Drama Serial: Bhul

08.25  Special Programme of
Christmas: Alokito Jishu

09.00  Channel-i News

09.30  Shangbadpatrey
Bangladesh

09.40  Ispahani-i Tele Quiz
(Answers)

10.00  Drama Serial: Ek Jhalok
Alo

10.25  Channel-i Mobile Quiz
2525

10.30  Channel-i News
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