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Workshop on water and climate
7 districts to face severe

climate change: Experts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven districts ol the country are

likely 1o face severe climate
_.change which may bring adverse
impact on human health and dis-
.. place millions ol people from the
~coastal areas, warned leading en-
vironmentalists.
Speaking at o workshop on
'Water and Climate in Bangla-

cmbankments ensuring natural
water low (o minimise the elfects
of climate change.

After consultation with local
people at the district level, the
experts found that villagers fa-
voured immediate mechanisms to
deal with natural calamities. Local
people, especially farmers, have
complained that untimely events
like sudden rainfall, hailstorm and
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Continuation of democratic

process underscored

BSS, Dhaka

Spuakers at a discussion in the city
vesterday underlined the impor-
tance ol  continuation of the
democratic process and consen-
sus on  cconomic  development
sinking controversy over political
Issues to lead the nation o the
path of progress and prosperity.
They said the victory in 1971
was the biggest achievement of the

bate.”

Health and Family Wellare
Minister Dr Khandkar Mosharraf
Hossain was the chief guest at the
opening session of the dav-long
discussion organiscd by Bangla-
desh  International  Institute  for
Strategic  Studies (BISS) a1
auditorium on the occasion of the
Victory Day,

Executive Director of the Cen-
tre for Strategic and Peace Studies

Chairman of the BIISS Board of
Governors and former ambassa-
dor Mulleh R Osmani presided
over the session.

[ he Health Minister said emer-
gence of Bangladesh based on a
single national identity was the
only event in the world history, 1t
\"L’il‘; a muss-struggle and people ol
the country  declared  solidarity

with the liberation siruggle,
Fospanes ads isor to the carctaker

~desh’. the experts said  Thakur-  long foggy periods hamper farm hation in the twentieth century  Maj Gen Sayed M Ibrahim (retd) poavtment  May - Gen (Retd)
gaon, Satkhira, Kushria, Manik-  production. and its ultimate goal was cco- Bir Pratik presented a keynote  Moinul Hossain Chowdhury, Ma;

ganj, Sunamgany, Bhola and Kha-
grachharn would experience acute
drought, unexpected heavy rain-
fall, cvclones, storm surges within
a short period of time and Nash
loods and sea level nise in the
coastal belt arcas over a longer
" period of time.

Such natural calamities, the
experts said, would largely alTect

Earlier speaking as chiel guest
at the inaugural session, Minister
ol Water Resources L K Siddigue
said, “This unpredictability is an
impact of climate change which
causes  recurring  lloods, acute
drought, river crosion, drainage
congestion and submergence of 11
per cent of country's surface ar-
cas.”
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Maj. Gen. (retd) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, Bir Pratik, delivers the key-note speech at a discussion marking the

Victory Day, organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies at its auditorium in the
city yesterday, Health Minister Khandker Mosharraf Hossain was present as chief guest.

nomic emancipation. But, the
cconomy in last 31 years, they
sdid could not attain the expected
progress because of “political de-

paper on “Consolidation ol Vie-
tory” at the opening session, also
addressed by Director General of
BHSS Maj Gen S M Shahab Uddin.,

Can (Rewd) bmamuzzaman  and
Prol Anwar Hossain of Dhaka Uni-
versity also taok part in the discus-
S

Annual Urs

Annual Urs of Hazrat Shah Abdul
Rahim (RH) Bara Huzur of Pari-
bag will be held on 16" Decem-
ber, 2002 Monday at Paribag

HOUSE TO LLET

HOUSE TO LET FOR OFFICE USE ONLY. SPACE 2010
SQFT. AT DHANMONDI (282 FLOOR), ROAD # 4,
HOUSE # 11, CAR GARAGE AVAILABLE.
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the coastal belt apart from urban
floods, riverbank erosions, inun-
dation of unprotected arcas, and
adverse change of Hora and launa,

“O1 course, these are not going
to happen overnight,” said Prof
Ainun Nishal, couniry representa-
tive ol Intermmational Union for
Conservation  of  Nature and
Natural Resources, while giving an
introduction 1o Bangladesh Na-
tional Dialogue at 1DB Bhaban
vesterday.

The speakers suid owing Lo rise
n sea level, the country mighi
expernence severe salinity with the
"“inland intrusion ol sea water. In-
crease in temperature by one to
lwo degrees oo Isius over the next
decade may have serious impacts
on crops and pattern of traditional
vegelaton.

successful implementation of the
coping and adaptation strategy in
cooperation  with  the  relevant
social and political institutions.”

He said, “There is an urgent
call Tor the ministry ol waler re-
sources to involve all stakeholders
in the participatory  process ol
promoting and incorporating
indigenous knowledge in the na-
tonal  coping and adaptation
strategies.

Kamal Ibne Yousul, minister
lor Disaster  Management  and
Relief and Sjel ljzerman, ambas-
sador of The Netherlands 1o
Bangladesh also spoke on  the
occdsion

'he dialogue is a part of global
initatve aimed at deepening our
understanding ol implications ol
climate change on waler resource
management.

Roundtable on role of MP
Lack of understanding responsible

for political stand-off

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Whip Khandaker Delwar
Hossain said yesterday that a lack
of understanding between the
ruling and opposition parties in
parliament is mainly responsible
for the political stand-off.

“Dialogue between the gov-
ernment and the opposition is a
must in the interest of the country,
its independence and sovereignty.
Both the treasury and opposition
bench members should reach a
consensus to resolve the issues of
national interests,” he said.

l'he chief whip was speaking at

ment from committing wrongdo-
ings.

“I'his has happened because
the role of the MPs has been re-
stricted severely by the provisions
made under Article 70 (1) of the
Constitution,” said Golam Mo-
hammad Qader of the Jativa Party
(JP) in his key-note speech on
“The role of MPs in the House and
parliamentary standing commit-
lee.

Almost all the 31 participants
noted that the lack ol manpower,
infrastructure and technical sup-
port greatly hampers the activities
ol the MPs,

government” and 'The role of an
MP” in the House and the Parlia-
mentary  Standing  Committees,
were presented by Vice-Principal
Abdus Shahid, Abu FEusuf Md.
Khalilur Rahman and Golam Mo-
hammad Qader respectively.

Dr. Mohammad Ali, Jaynal
Abedin Faruk, Giasuddin Ahmed,
Akbar Ali, Shafi Uddin Chowd-
huhry, and Sultan Mohammad
Babu of the ruling BNP, Abdus
Shahid, Altiaf Hossain Golondaz,
Dr. MA Mannan and Rezaul Karim
Hira of the main opposition
Awami League, Rawshan Ershad,
Taju Islam Chowdhury, Hafizud-
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ST.JOHN'S TUTORIAL
5/4 BLOCK-D, LALMATIA.
DHAKA-1207, TEL : 9118893, 9136938

SPACE WANTED FOR SHOWROOM

Wanted to rent an approximate 5-10 thousand-sft
space for setting up a state-of-the-art lighting
showroom in Gulshan, Banani or Tejgaon. Spaces
are preferred at front side of any market or avenue
side of individual building. Interested parties are
requested to contact the undersigned immediately.

Masudur Rahim
Tel : 9884312-17 or 018-215637

Medical College for Women & Hospital

(A Project of the Medical & Health Welfare Trust)

Plot 4, Road No. 9, Sector 1, Uttara Model Town, Dhaka-1230

Phone : 8813839, B916005, Fax ;: 8917664

Email : mhwi@citechco.net, Web : womenmedicalcollegebd.edu
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