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Ruminations from Rome

Book launching
December 17

The University Press Limited and
The Daily Star will jointly hold
launching ceremony of the book An
Abiding City: Ruminations form
Rome by Neeman A Sobhan. The
ceremony will take place at
Etcetera Bangladesh, Gulshan
Avenue, Gulshan-1, on December
17 at 5:30 p.m. The book contains
various aspects of Italy and Rome
as seen through the author who has
lived in Rome for along time.

Visions-1

December10- 24

Alliance Francaise de Dacca will
host a avant-gardist French
exhibition titled, "Visions-1 new
vision in fashion", which will present
latest new forms of fashion
photography. On the occasion of
the opening a Bibi Production's
fashion show will take place in the
Gallery and the café of Alliance
Francaise de Dacca on December
10at6:00 p.m.

The exhibition will last everyday
from 9a.m 12p.m. and from 5-
8p.m. except Saturday (5-8p.m.) ill
Decembe24.

Art Show

November 20 January 10

A group art exhibition of four young
artists is being held at the American
International School at Baridhara in
the city and remains open daily
throughoutthe day.

Surya Utsav
December 29 -- January 02
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association arranges one of its
annual events, Surya Utsav (Sun
Festival) as the organisation aims
at showing the participants, several
exciting matters including the first
sunrise of the year 2003. Interested
persons are requested to register
names within November 30 at the
office of Bangladesh Astronomical
Association 1/3, Block-E, Lalmatia,
Dhaka Ph:0171-187555.
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Placid colours, opaque lives

Four young artists' works exhibited at the
American International School Gallery

SAIFUL ISLAM

XPLORATION of the lives

of common men, celebra-
tion of their labour and
struggle suffuse the works of the
four young artists are being exhib-
ited at the American International
School Gallery in UN Road,
Baridhara, Dhaka, titled "The
unsung heroes of Bangladesh".
The exhibition started on 21
November 2002 and will end on 10
January 2003. The exhibition is not
open to all and the viewers are
mainly expatriates who take inter-
estin indigenous works. The artists
being exhibited at the school
rotunda are Hossain Muhammad
Farook, Abdul Momen Milton,
Razzaque Prodhan Liton and Islam
Mohammad Sidul.

The vast portrait gallery of nature
and man's relation to nature are
graphically delineated by using soft
colours compatible to their natural
counterparts. This exhibition is not
like the other art exhibitions being
held around Dhaka or other big
towns of the country. Today's popu-
lar trend of blending modern cul-
tural discourses with parochial
elements has splashed over the
works of most young artists display-
ing their works in different art exhibi-
tions. Young painters nowadays are
increasingly concerned with politi-
cal upheavals and criminal institu-

tions sprouting in society. Distor-
tion, surrealism and use of preter-
natural elements have become
common materials in their works.
Alienation, perversion, abuse and
exploitation are subjects that they
work mostly on. The influence of
abstraction in their works seems
impenetrable, and their conviction
is certainly modern. But the young
artists exhibiting at the American
International school are romantic
and their canvas has soft colours
and their vision dwells upon the
serene.

Nevertheless, the fluidity and
placidity of their works are being

juxtaposed with subaltern lives that
sometimes look gloomy at the
outset. But these cobblers, milking
men, street venders, rickshaw-

pullers, boatmen, day labourers are
the heroes who make sacrifices
throughout their lives to keep mov-
ing the ongoing march of civiliza-
tion. Bangladesh, a land of luscious
greenery, is inhabited by farmers
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Begum Rokeya: "mother”
of modern Bangladeshi

women

Discussion and article reading on Begum
Rokeya at Bangla Academy

RuMmMAN UDDIN AHAMED

Boat man

and peasants. A large proportion of
protein comes from fishes, hun-
dreds of fishermen work throughout
the year boating along the rivers
and the Bay of Bengal. Though the
disparity between the rich and the
poor is increasing the poor or the
people involved in these noble
professions comprise of eighty
percents of the country, and they
are busy in works that are not
acknowledged by the rich. But they
are the heroes, and the four young
artists celebrate these heroes and
their professions. The themes of
their works are compatible to the
mediums they have chosen; water
colour and sketch.

Abdul Monem, bornin 1973, is an
MFA student, Craft, in the University
of Dhaka. Abdur Razzaque Prodhan
was born in Rngpur, 1975. He
passed BFA, drawing & Painting, in
1998 from Dhaka University. Saidul
Islam, born in 1974, is a student of
Lithograph, Atlanta, Georgia, USA.
Hossain Muhammad was born in
1974 in Mymensingh. The exhibition
has caused a ripple among the
students and teachers of the Ameri-
can International in Dhaka.

[ | EGUM Rokeya Day' was
B observed on 9" of Decem-
ber 2002 with much ado.
On this occasion Bangla Academy
had organised an article reading
and discussion ceremony on 'Hu-
manity and Non-sectarianism in
Begum Rokea's literary thoughts'.
Dr. Nazma Chaudhury presided
over the ceremony. Dr. Selina Bahar
Jahan read a very thought-
provoking article about Begum
Rokeya's life and works at the
program.
The discussion started with an
impressive analysis of Begum
Rokeya's literary works commented
upon by Dr. Mansur Musa. He said
that Begum Rokeya had created her
writings not only for the sake of
literature but to redeem the misera-
ble situation of the society. During
her time, womanhood was consid-
ered as an embarrassment; Begum
Rokeya stood straight against all
odds.
She was the exponent of the pro-
gression of respected womanhood:
Dr. Mansur explained how back-
ward were the Muslim communities
specially Bengali women and how
Begum Rokeya gleaned the merit of
the Bengali womanhood. He spoke
about Begum Rokeya's thirst for
knowledge; he also said, " She was
fond of history and she taught it to
the ignorant society of her times.
She was the voice of the Bengali
women. She explained to the
women in her society as to how to
speak openly about themselves."
Professor Selina Bahar Jahan
presented an excellent article in the
program. She said, "It is a pity that
we still don't know about Begum
Rokeya's birthday properly. We just
assume that it is on 9" December. It
is a pity that the Muslim fundamen-
talists did not let the people bury
Begum Rokeya in Kolkata. She was
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Begum Rokeya seen in her early
years

later buried at the family graveyard
of Late Abdul Aziz on 9" December
1932 in Syedpur." Dr. Selina Bahar
Jahan later discussed Begum
Rokeya's literary works and read
from some of her writings. She
spoke about "The Bishwakosh
Shampradaya" and explained how
this non-communal literary giant
was referred to as 'Mother' by the
Hindus in her society. Dr. Jahan also
illustrated Begum Rokeya's enor-
mous concern for humanity, she
had also narrated about the present
society and voiced on that we have
not come far enough from the soci-
ety that Begum Rokeya had
encountered. In her article Dr.
Jahan explained how Begum
Rokeya got the suffering women
together and engaged them in
social work. Begum Rokeya had
established a school for the girls
called, "Sakhawat Memorial Girls
School"; in that school all the teach-
ers were non-Bengali and of other

caste and community except one,
viz. M. Fatema Khanam. This of
course focuses Begum Rokeya's
respect for the singularity of knowl-
edge through non-communalism.
One was told that in her school
Begum Rokeya taught mainly in
Urdu and English. After that she
introduced Bengali. Begum Rokeya
always kept herself busy for the
advancement of Bengali women
and their self-respect. Throughout
the article Jahan explored Begum
Rokeya's incredible identity.

As a whole, the discussion and
article reading program arranged by
the Bangla Academy had been
laudable. Shahida Khanam had
presented the program. Besides, on
that very day at 4 p.m., on the occa-
sion of 'Begum Rokeya Day', a
publication ceremony of the book
"Rokeyar Manos Konna: Sritigatha"
was held at 3, Paribag, Dhaka.

Dance

PHOTO: AMRAN AHMED
Geeta Mahalik performing
Odissidance a t the National
Museum auditorium on

December9

Bazaar to bring
home unique
paintings and
bric-a-bracs

“Britto" art bazaar at
Gulshan, held on Dec.
12; "Britto" workshop
in Jan. 2003

CULTURE DESK

i RITTO" international
artists workshop will be
held shortly in thecity.

"Britto" is a newly founded, artist-
led, non-profit trust committed to
promoting exchange and dialogue
between artistic communities
internationally and particularly
within the South Asian region.

While our GovernmentAcademy
is doing its best to provide a forum
for the arts, it is limited by its
resources and philosophy and is
unable to cater to the more experi-
mental demands of younger artists.

Furthermore, while there are
several workshops and exhibitions
which have been organised in
previous years within Bangladesh,
contemporary global reflection and
critical discourse are not necessar-
ily reflected in these programmes.

"Britto" is committed to raising
awareness and gaining a higher
profile for the artists of Bangladesh
and the region in this global art
scenario. It is proposing to hold an
international artists' workshop in
January 2003, during which artists
from 10 different countries will live
and work together with an equal
number of artists from Bangladesh.
The artists will work in an environ-
ment of exchange and experimen-
tation at a suitable venue outside of
Dhaka.

As an extension of "Britto", the
organizers have an ambitious
outreaching programme, which
includes lectures and talks given by
the artists during the workshop at
various institutes. An open studio
day, when the public is invited to
view the artwork, is organised at
the end of the two-week workshop.
"Britto" members are confident that
this will be well attended by stu-
dents, artists and the general
public.

To continue this intercultural
interaction, a public symposium
and evening event for local spon-
sors and the general public will be
held at the British Council Audito-
rium after the open studio day in
Dhaka.

The programmes are being
coordinated with the help of the
German Embassy.
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