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Visions-1
December10-24

Alliance Francaise de Dacca will
host a avant-gardist French
exhibition titled, "Visions-1 new
vision in fashion", which will present
latest new forms of fashion
photography. On the occasion of
the opening a Bibi Production's
fashion show will take place in the
Gallery and the café of Alliance
Francaise de Dacca on December
10at6:00 p.m.

The exhibition will last everyday
from 9a.m 12p.m. and from 5-
8p.m. except Saturday (5-8p.m.) till
Decembe24.

Art Show

November 20 January 10

A group art exhibition of four young
artists is being held at the American
International School at Baridhara in
the city and remains open daily
throughout the day.

Surya Utsav
December 29 -- January 02
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association arranges one of its
annual events, Surya Utsav (Sun
Festival) as the organisation aims
at showing the participants, several
exciting matters including the first
sunrise of the year 2003, cultural
ceremony of the indigenous people
of the area, Keokradang at
Bandarban district, Pitha festival
and observation of the night sky
through telescope. Interested
persons are requested to register
names within November 30 at the
office of Bangladesh Astronomical
Association 1/3, Block-E, Lalmatia,
Dhaka Ph:0171-187555.
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Photography

Global fashion photography at its height

Exhibition of international apparel photos at "La Galerie”

FAYZA HAQ

HE mind-expanding

exhibition of international

photos on glamorous haute
couture is now to be seen at "La
Galerie," Alliance Francaise.
Providing the introduction to the
exhibit, "Visions 01", i.e. new visions
in fashion, Frank Perrin says, "Never
has the fashion image had as much
influence on culture, society, and the
arts. There has been a proliferation of
exhibits. Exhibits that were once
considered minor are taking on a new
importance. If the fashion images are
becoming a model forimage- makers
of allkinds, it's because the incredible
freedom that it manifests, breaking
existing barriers, creating friction
between genres. These images
represent the complete
emancipation with the past, in tune
with the fragmentary essence of our
times.

"Birth of a nomadic genre: The
history of fashion photography is
hybrid, continuously assimilating. It's
constantly appropriating foreign
elements with its own vocabulary. At
the beginning of the century,
pictorialism is considered to have
presided over creating the first fash-
ion images. Baron Meyer and
Edward Steichen touched up works
in the two dimensional world of
painting and decoration and were
propelled by the avant-garde and a
strong current coming from the
geometry of form creating a new
fashion. The optical manipulation Of
Maurice Tabard. Maurice Kollar and
Man Ray's sculptural clothing com-
positions have created a new fashion
space. It is essentially geometric,
sculptural. From colour postcards we
pass to a more constructed image.
From the visual we pass to a more
sculptural experience. The avant-
garde gave a new dimension to
fashion. This influence was at its
peak in the 1950s with Cecil Beaton
and Georges Platt Lynes, who con-
centrated on clothing and the manne-
quin, cut out in black and white shad-
ows creating beautiful Hollywood
style statues. A formal trilogy of
personality, décor and clothing seem
to be the peak of this visual classi-

Morgane Le Gall
cism. The subsequent history will be
based on the deconstruction of these
foundations. Contemporary photo
will edify the progressive abandon of
the founding trilogy."

Perrin adds, "Nouvelle Vague:
under the influence of Martin
Munkacsi, coming from the sports
coverage scene, a new school of
documentary film is born. The Out-
door Naturalism of Richard Avedon,
Frank Horvat and William Klein will
introduce a new fashion theatre. It's
the forerunner to the entire street
culture. Fashion breaks through dé
cor. It becomes more chaotic and
urban. The debt to the photography
of Larry Clark or Nan Goldin is enor-
mous. The fashion image is a collec-
tive document like any other, Street,
sport, and cinema are the basis for a
new fashionimagery."

Dwelling on "Englobing Multiplic-
ity", Perrin adds, Impertinent, rein-
venting itself without end, under a
myriad of influences, fashion
expresses a continuously enriched

creativity. Distancing itself from the
fashion model fashion has become
the cultural index of a more radically
open panorama. In this distancing
the context, the landscape is more
important than the clothing. The
detail becomes a symbol like any
other, a sign. Architecture (Daniel
Stier, Marcus Jans), nature and
landscape (Banu Cennetoglu),
design (Morgane Le Gall), popular
culture (Christian Lesemann,
Francois Rousseau, Emmanuelle
Mafille, Camille Vivier), banish the
autonomy of genre. In this communal
ground, fashion is no longer a corpo-
rate ghetto, but a living paradigm of
our collective imagination.”

Touching on the subject of the
"Sly Generation", Perrin comments
and concludes his observations on
high fashion by saying," The strength
of fashion photography lies in the fact
that it has no real foundation in a time
of global disintegration. The fashion
image seeks onits surface to express
the complex multiplicity of sense. It
seeks to express the complex multi-
plicity of sense. The fashion image is
the V'jing of the post-capitalist soci-
ety, a subliminal sampling. Multiple

Camille Vivier

images reflecting the collisions of our
time and the key understand. In its
factory of signs it constructs what the
Warholian acrylic did in the sixties: a
hybrid attraction, a planetary iconic
scandal. Fashion frees us from the
self-contained image. It overthrows
and banishes visual conventions.
Meta-images erupt speaking in an all
encompassing manner, all circumfer-
ence without a centre. No longer
representative of one particular
milieu fashion has become a global
icon allowing us to decrypt the
oceans of signs, which characterizes
ourepoch."

In one of the photos in the exhibit
we see a young woman with a skirt
with rows of frills. She sports tights, a
blouse, a woolen beret (russet with
green and bronze in colour) which
matches with the autumnal back-
drop. Her brown should length fall to
her shoulders. She has a black top
with white bold simple stitches and
falling matching threads. Her blue
and white striped skirt is matched by
leather tights. On her left hand is a
metallic model of a house with bars
for roof, windows and walls. This is
photographed by Morgane Le Gall.
Another of her photos has another
young model with dark hair, sporting
a blue-black beret to complement her
gray-blue high-necked blouse and
the overcoat again in blue-gray , and
decorated with badges of skull and
bones, the British flag and other such
motifs. A silk scarf with geometrical
motifs in black against white is seen
sliding from under one of her lapels.
Meanwhile, she holds the image of a
house with steep sloping roofs and
partly-ovular windows on a wooden
board. The image of the house
appears superimposed. In the back-
ground is the dappled effect of grass,
tree leaves and blue trunks of trees.

In Le Gall's other presentation is a
shapely blonde young woman with
pale eye-shadow and lightly-shaded
lipstick, with fringes and a top-knot.
She appears to be resting on a pan-
orama of high-rise buildings -- which
are ovular and rectangular and done
in black and white. In front are also
the fly-overs and these too are in
gray, white and black. She sports a
blouse and trousers with motifs of
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birds, dancing girls, standing men in
black against a white background.
Meanwhile her apron has the same
motifs in white against a black back-
drop. Her thick belt has a broad
metallic buckle, while her high boots
have marble effect in black, gray,
mauve and beige. The impact is
indeed stunning.

In Emmanuelle Mafille's two
photos we see the depiction of a
house with its French window and
delicate blue bars of the balcony
beyond. The window in one is in
mauve and salmon pin, while the rest
of the walls are mauve and gray with
the framing of triangular blue boards,
touched with pink. A flamingo pink
stick with a metal end rests against
the door. More interesting are the
washings that are hanging out to dry
which include delicate underclothing
that appear like the wings of a gauze.
In Mafille's "Shadows-2000" we
seethe same scenario done in differ-
ent colours: the French window is
seenin shocking pink and mauve, the
triangular bars at the sides of the wall
are in orange, pink and mauve. The
bedcover in the forefront is brighter
than in the latter image with more
vermilion and white to complement
the blue-black leopard skin motif onit.
Against the window is the figure of a
model with top-knot, wearing black
tights, one leg of which is hitched up a
little higher than the other. Her drap-

ing blouse forms a canopy over her
right hand. Her body has the shame
shade as the orange and pink found
elsewhere in the photo.

In Francois Rousseau's "Boxe-
2001" we see a coloured man with
"Mohican" hair-style, neat mous-
tache; he sports a deep blue blazer,
behind which can be seen the curly
hair on his chest. His right hand is
being bound with swathes of white
crepe bandages. Jade green
shades and shadows form the
backdrop of this dynamic picture
which crosses the first world some-
time preference for the Caucasian

Francois Rousseau

model. In his other photo is a picture
of European models with bare
bodies and sporting only jeans
which have slight paler bands in
stripes at the side, with the acces-
sory of the belt at the waist. They
carry poles with metal strips and
have a pale blue and gray tent to the
left of the photo. The tousled haired
model in the centre, with others
looking on at the lens, and more
looking away, bring an effect of the
Dutch master painters -- as regards
the play of light and shadow and
idolizing of the human body.

More dramatic and mind-
expanding works maybe seen in

Francois Rousseau

Camille Vivier's entries: there is a
woman with multi-coloured shoes in
orange and luminous yellow with
black laces. These go with the
electric blue silken tights and the
peak of the sunflower and black a
sleeveless T-shirt that the model
sports as she lies on the beige floor
and has herself covered with a gray
blanket, with its black trimmings and
alphabetic motifs. Vivier's other
photos include a seated model with
black ringed hair over part of her
face; she is seated on a barstool.
She has netted stockings, polka-
dotted shoes, a black glove on her
left hand and a bronze coloured fly-
swish in her right hand. Her black
top with scalloped neck, the dotted
blouse with white and black silk
fringe to the left of the photo all go to
present something surely provoca-
tive and daring. Her other picture
has a woman in a mauve and pale
yellow chiffon dress, with a high
collared V-neck. Her black gloves as
well as her stockings bear the
human skeleton motifs, the one on
her legs being the well-known skull
and bones design. A plastic skull is
held in her right hand; the figure is
entirely enveloped in black.

The exhibition of fashion photos
at “La Galerie”, Alliance Francaise,
which is on till December 24th,
should give impetus to both our
local aspiring photographers and
haute couture designers. The
images are indeed mind-boggling.
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