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RECOMMENDATIONS

Visions-1
December10-24
Alliance Francaise de Dacca will
host a avant-gardist French

exhibition titled, "Visions-1 new
vision in fashion", which will present
latest new forms of fashion
photography. On the occasion of
the opening a Bibi Production's
fashion show will take place in the
Gallery and the café of Alliance
Francaise de Dacca on December
10at6:00 p.m.

The exhibition will last everyday
from 9a.m 12p.m. and from 5-
8p.m. except Saturday (5-8p.m.) till
Decembe24.

Art Show

November 20 January 10

A group art exhibition of four young
artists is being held at the American
International School at Baridhara in
the city and remains open daily
throughout the day.

Surya Utsav
December 29 -- January 02
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association arranges one of its
annual events, Surya Utsav (Sun
Festival) as the organisation aims
at showing the participants, several
exciting matters including the first
sunrise of the year 2003, cultural
ceremony of the indigenous people
of the area, Keokradang at
Bandarban district, Pitha festival
and observation of the night sky
through telescope. Interested
persons are requested to register
names within November 30 at the
office of Bangladesh Astronomical
Association 1/3, Block-E, Lalmatia,
Dhaka Ph:0171-187555.
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Environment friendly colours

Rangeen Utsav, as organised by "Aryana"& partners

SAIFUL ISLAM

NVIRONMENT friendly

dyes might provide a health-

ier place for the new genera-
tion. And what could be more lov-
able to consumers than beautiful
serene colours splashed over their
clothes! Aranya and partners pre-
sented Rangeen Utshab: 20 Years
of Natural Dyes in Bangladesh. This
festival of colours, as many entre-
preneurs are hoping, might promise
the craftsperson, who inherit a
tradition timeless, and fame incom-
parable, an economically sound
future. Rangeen Utshab went on
throughout the month of Ramadan,
at"Aranya"'s showroom daily.

The ornamentation of cloth with
colour, together with spinning and
weaving, dates back to the Indus
Valley Civilisation. The madder
dyed cotton of Mohenjodaro, and
later, the fragments of patterned
cloths excavated at Fostat, bear
testimony to its early history in this
region and to the genius of the
Indian craftsperson. Classics like
the Mahabharat and the Code of
Manu, refer to coloured fabrics,
endowing them with specific social
and religious connotations. Early
literature is replete with accounts of
the versatile use of dyes and their
ability to reflect the mood and status
of the weaver. Records of com-
pound colours of black, purple, red,
blue and green with various shades
of pink and gold, are available in
contemporary accounts of the 10"
century, amongst them, the anony-
mous Hudud-ul-Alam (982-83).

Irrespective of religious differ-
ences, red became the symbol of
the bride's suhag, saffron the colour
of earth and yellow, the colour of
spring. Black is associated with
mourning and white with widow-
hood. The sources of natural dyes
were as varied as they were prolific.
With its diversity of climatic and
geographic conditions, the Subcon-
tinent possessed an immense
wealth of flora and fauna which
yielded an array of dye producing
shrubs and perennials. Basically,
they did not require special care or
nurturing; with time, however, al,
manjistha, safflower and indigo
came under organised cultivation

because of their exceptional versa-
tility. The "Arthasnastra" notes the
increased acreage put under al and
safflower cultivation purely because
of their dye qualities. Over 300 dye
producing plants are listed in vari-
ous historic manuals; the repertoire
includes fruit, flower, root, rind,
extract, gall of plants, lichen, cactus
cacti and lac--an incrustation on the
branches of specific trees.

Court patronage under the
Sultans of Delhi and later, the Great

Jilani evoked their Persian, and
Arabic origin and influence behind
the emergence of this new range of
dyes. Such patronage found its
richest expression in the craft
schools, which emerged around the
Mughal Courts of Delhi and Agra
and the Imperial Courts of Gol-
conda.

The discovery of the first syn-
thetic dyes in 1856 and their subse-
quent introduction into India by the
British, had disastrous conse-

indigo. Thus it took barely a hundred
and twenty-five years to eliminate
almost all traces of natural dyes
from the Subcontinent.

However, Dr N N Banerjee in his
report on "Dyes and Dyeing in
Bengal" in 1896-97 recorded
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Bogra, and espe-
cially the tribal areas of Chittagong
and Mymensingh, as dyeing and
weaving centres. Manjit, kusum,
indigo and a host of other dye pro-
ducing plants.

dyestuffs from local raw materials
instead of using spurious or adulter-
ated chemical dyes, since they
cannot afford to buy large, sealed
packets. The primary objectives of
the project were to revive a tradi-
tional skill and to develop colour-fast
dyes from indigenous sources.
Extensive research and experi-
mentation standardised thirty
colour-fast dyes, which, singly or as
compound colours, yield an unlim-
ited range of shades. Small varia-

tation programme of the govern-
ment. Simultaneously, a collection
system was worked out to ensure a
regular supply of waste material
dyestuff, like onion skins, petals,
leaves, etc.

Although there has never been
any difference of opinion about the
beauty and intrinsic value of natural
dyes, persistent questions have
been raised in national and interna-
tional forums about their cost-
effectiveness. "Aranya" was set up
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Mughals, was instrumental in caus-
ing a remarkable promotion of
indigenous textile during this period.
Increased acreage of cotton and
dye yielding plants was supple-
mented by the infusion of designs
and techniques. The encourage-
ment provided to the medieval
weaver stimulated experimentation
with colours of exquisite tonal
variations. Names like Fakhtai,
Sandali, Kafuri, Falsai, Auilquami,
Dilbahar, Badshah Pasand and

quences. Itled to the rapid decline in
the use and commercial production
of vegetable dyes in this country. By
1861 the formula for alizarin, a
synthetic dyestuff, replaced the
vegetal madder root for all shades of
red. Chemical indigo was devel-
oped in Germany in the beginning of
the 20" century, after twelve years of
research, costing over 8 million
marks. It was simply a matter of time
before it entered India, with similar
negative consequences for natural

The revival of natural dyes in
Bangladesh began in 1982, inspired
by Srimati Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay, as a research and
development project sponsored by
BSCIC. The major compelling
factors instrumental in the initiation
of this project were to reduce the
rampant pollution of water sources
by irresponsible factory owners
releasing effluent illegally into
surrounding water bodies and to
assist weavers and dyers to access

tions in technique, or combination of
dyes and mordants, create tonal
nuances, which are not possible in
synthetic dyes. Adaptation of the
principle of wax batik to block print-
ing created a wider colour range in
natural dye prints in Bangladesh
than most other countries.

Working closely with the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry, the
second phase, funded by FAO,
allowed us to incorporate dye pro-
ducing plants in the annual affores-

in the early 90s, as a fair trade
micro-enterprise, to establish the
commercial viability of natural dye
products and to promote them in the
mainstream market. Although
labour costs are higher, the price of
the end product is only marginally
more than the synthetic counterpart,
as each dye solution yields two or
three shades and some dye sources
are from waste materials like
leaves, petals, peel, etc. Exhibi-
tions, workshops and media cover-

age have gone a long way in creat-
ing awareness about the non-
pollutant and non-toxic nature of the
dyes as well as their potential for
generating increased employment
in developing countries like Bangla-
desh.

"Aranya" and partners had
organised "Rangeen Utshab" to
celebrate 20 years of the revival of
natural dyes in Bangladesh. The
main objective of the exhibition was
to create public awareness about
these products of Bangladesh, their
ecological and commercial value
and the beauty of their many splen-
did shades. Participants include

"Kumudini”, "Tangail Sari Kutir",
"Prabartana", "Proshika",
"Kushaal", "Shilleikon", "Motif",
"Aakor", "Bain Textile" of
Rangamati, and several dyers,

printers, weavers and embroiderers
who have enriched the exhibition.

The spirit behind this exhibition is
to promote the wider use of natural
dyes. The collection will showcase
an exclusive range of fashionwear --
saris and "shalwar kameez" sets,
men's "punjabis"and shirts, acces-
sories like shawls and scarves for
women and men, an extensive
range of home furnishings like bed
and table linen, cushions, wall
hangings and fabrics as well as gifts
in handmade paper products,
stationery and other media. A spe-
cial feature of the exhibition were
artworks in natural dyes by well-
known artists of Bangladesh.

The exhibition included demon-
strations by some of the finest
craftspeople of the country. Bangla-
desh today has successfully revived
natural dyes including the famous
natural indigo of Bengal and is one
of the foremost countries in this
field. In view of the worldwide inter-
est in organic foods and herbal
products like soaps and cosmetics,
there is great potential for invest-
ment and growth in herbal products,
food colourings etc. However, the
future sustainability of natural dyes
will be determined by the proactive
efforts of all stakeholders -- the
public, the policy makers and the
state.
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TV GUIDE

CHANNEL-i

2:00pm Bengali Movie: Julie

4:30  Ek Poloker Ektu
Dekha

5:05  Documentary

5:35  Joto Pod Toto Mot

6:10  Music Plus

6:45  Housefull

7:15  Channel i News

7:45  Ispahanii Tele-quiz

7:55  Manimal

8:25  Grihagolpo

9:00  Channel i News

9:30  Shongbadpotre
Bangladesh

9:40  Ispahanii Telequiz
(Question)

10:00 Closeup Hit Wave

10:25 Channel i Mobile
Quiz 2525

10:30  Channel i News

11:15 Gaaner Opare

12:00 Channel i News

STAR MOVIES

6:30am Borough Of Kings

8:15  Big Bully

10:00  Wild America

12:00pmDangerous Touch

1:45  Good Morning
Vietnam

3:45  Apocalypse Now
Redux

7:00  Spitfire

8:45  Pumpkinhead Ii:
Blood Wings

10:45 The X-Men

01:30  Tough Enough

02:15 Dangerous Touch

04:00 Pumpkinhead li:
Blood Wings

HBO 8:30 Boogie Woogie
6:45  Cinema Secrets : ggg EES:{? mAteet Ki TO DAY'S HIGHLIG HTS
ras  penRATC | g0 Kumb STAR MOVIES: 8:45p.m.
9:45  Hideaway 10:30 gggznak 37 Saal Pumpkinhead lI: Blood Wings. The
;zogo 'Er)he Nut:'y Professor 11:00  Ashat Dehshat Ke 6 S_OUI of the def.ormed. boy that was
: U IS Saal killed in the original film is re-
3:45 Thunderheart . . .
: 11:30  Kuchh Jhuki Palkain awakened in the form of a grotesque
i e 12:00  Kahin Diya Jale
8:00  Hudson Hawk ’ Kahin Ji;/a monster that seeks revenge against
10:00  The Corruptor those who originally killed him and
12:15  Cobra SAT MAX inst the t ho b ht hi
2:00  The Nutty Professor | 7:30  Mini Movies : Pyar against tne teens who brought him
4:00  Thunderheart 8:30 (}ge Rahi back.
: aravan
AXN 9:00 Hotlist
6:30  Movie: Bugsy 9:30  Awwal Number HBO: 8:00 p.m. Hudson Hawk.
9130 1:00 Caravan Eddie Hawkins, called Hudson Hawk
10:30  The Outer Limits 1:30  Drohi has iust b leased from t
(Seasonlll) A 5:00  Hoflist as just been released from ten years
Special Edition 5:30  Gambler of prison and is planning to spend the
11:30  Martial Law FEC L rest of his life honestly. But then the
Shanghai Express 9:30  Vaastav ] s
LS 1:00  Hotlist .| crazy Mayflower couple blackmail him
12:30  Ripley's Believe It Or : .
Not! lgg ana“ ﬁuéRgaSta to steal some of the works of
1:30 VIP : ove and o Leonardo da Vinci. If he refuses, they
ZE LS SRy NATIONAL threaten to kill his friend Tommy.
5:30 Ripley's Believe ItOr | GEOGRAPHIC
Lk (+30 Mins) , . _
6:30 Martial Law Diamond | 12:00  Into The Flames 6:00  The Perils of 9:00 The Cartoon
i ; Penelope Pitstop Cartoon Show
Fever 1:00  Bengal Tiger ) , .
7:30 Battledome 2:00 Mummy Road Show 6:30 Josie and the 10:00 Johnny.Bravo
8:30  Beastmaster Sisters | 2:30  Tales Of The Living Pussy(‘:ats 10:30  Superfriends
9:30  Guinness World Dead 7:00  Dexter's Laboratory 11:00  Peter Potamus
Records: Primetime | 3:00  Science Of Sport 7:30  The Scooby Doo 12:00 G| Joe*
10:30  Wed Ailas 4:00 Brothers In Arms Show 12:30  The Real Adventures
11:30  AXN Who Dares 5:00 Into The Flames 8:00  The Ku Koo Du Koo of Jonny Quest
Wins India Special 6:00 Bengal Tiger Show
. 5 7:00 Mummy Road Show | 9:00 Jackie Chan C HAN NEL [V]
12:30  The Hunger g (+30 Mins)
7:30 Tales Of The Living Adventures . .
SONY Dead _ _ 00:00 [V] Hit Machine
! 9:30 The New Adven ) . .
6:00  Music Mantra 8:00  Science Of Sport tures of Captain 1:00 V] Hit Machine
6:30  Just Mohabbat 9:00  Brothers In Arms Planet 3:30  [V]Hit Machine
7:00 Dil Ka Dwar Khol 10:00 Dogs With Jobs 10:00 Courage the 7:00 [V] Hit Machine
7:30 Amrit Varsha 10:30  Tomorrow's World Cowardly Dog 7:30 [V] Back To Back
8:00  SantAsaram Vani 11:00  Elephant Vision 10:30  Jetsons 8:00  [V]Jumpstart
8:30  Chartbusters ggg E'T‘Phint Mec_’“ o | 100 ThePeris of 9:00  [V] Hit Machine
9:00  Good Morning : Z?)gs rom roun Penelope Pitstop 9:30  [V]Back To Back
Disney . . 1:30  Josie and the 10:00  [V] Hit Machine
) 14:00 Violent Volcano : .
10:00  Music Mantra 15:00  Hot Science Pussycats 10:30 V] Back To Back
10:30  Shaheen 16:00 Jewels Of The 12:00  The Looney Tunes 11:00 V] Hit Machine
11:00  Chamatkaar Caribbean Show 11:30  [V] Zabardast Hits
11:30  Family No. 1 17:00  Dinosaur Fever 1:00  Tom & Jerry Kids s {1 o e
12:00  Hum Sab Ek Hain 17:30  Mission Wild 1:30  The Powerpuff Girls | 1230  [VIFdfs
12:30  Bachke Rehnaa 18:00 Dogs With Jobs 2:00  The Scooby Doo 13:00  [V]Hit Machine
Zara Sambhalnaa 18:30  Tomorrow's World Show 13:30  [V] Zabardast Hit
1:00 Kkusum 19:00 Flight Over Africa 2:30 Addams Family 14:00  [V] Back To Back
1:30  Current Bollywood 20:00  The Mighty Civet 3:00  Flintstones 14:30  [V] Zabardast Hit
2:00  Kutumb 21:00  Mummy Road Show | 355 qpe Mask 15:00  [V] Back To Back
2:30  Kuchh Jhuki Palkain | 21:30  Tales Of The Living . R 15:30 V] Hit Machine
Dead 4:00 GlJoe
3:00  Om Namay Shivay _ cac . 430  The Real Adven- 16:00  [V] Hotline
400 JustMohabbat 220 Hot Saience 07:00 tures of Jonny Quest|  17:00  Vitop5@5
4:30 Kahin Diya Jale ’ ] 5:00 Dexter's Laborato 17:30  [V]ideo War
Kahin Jiya Miduway 230 skochen | 1745 [V]Hit Machine
B ackie Chan :
500 DiHaikeManta | CARTOON Adventures 18:00  Very [V]
Nahin NETWORK 6:00 Al New Popeye 19:00  Ctrl [V]
5:30 St.arYaar Kalakaar (+30 Mins) 6:30  Scooby Doo Hour 19:30  Chosen One _
6:30 Disney Hour 5:00 The New Scooby 7:30 The Powerpuff Girls 20:30  [V] Zabardast Hits
7:30 Chartbusters Doo Movies 8:00  The Looney Tunes 21:00  [V] Jungli Jukebox
8:00 Music Mantra Show 21:30  [V] Fdfs

10:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet Boon Review(T)
P|CK OF THE DAY 11:00  Mere Humsafar 22:00 Kahaa'ni Ghar Ghar Ki! 19:00 Rally Racing.WorI(.i
14:00  Geet Bahar 22:30  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Rally Championships
14:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet Bahu Thi 2002 Review(T
15:00  Sanjog - 23:00  Kaahin Kissi Roz 19:30  Sportsline Tonight
Sundaymatinee 23:30  AgjKiBaat Sportsline (L)
18:15  Hit Geet 20:00  Skins Game Tiger
18:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet STAR SPORTS Skins Golf 2002
19:00 Aitbaar g:}sgoMlnS)G T i Singapore’
22:30  Jubilee Plus : o ournamep SINGAPORE
23:00  HitFilmein Hit Sangeet AR ighii
23:30  Dushman Zamana Open Golf Champion- Famm
C shkal ships Melbourne, 22:00 Sports!lne Tonight
) Victoria, AUSTRALIA Sportsiine (T)
STAR PLUS Final Day(R) 22:30  Sachin Tendulkar
g;)SgoMinsir] T 02:00 International CLOQEQSZ:?GL”;?
2 L UG IElEs Motorsports News _
AL Shagun _r International SachmlTenduI!(ar M
. 00:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 23:30  Sportsline Tonight
: Motorsports News Sportsline (R
The Corru ptor 01:00 gumdkr:]m - Pyara Sa 2002(R) 01:00 portsline (R)
On HBO at 10:00p.m. 01:30 Kzrs]a EinZinda i Ka 03:00  Sportsline Tonight STAR WORLD
Nick Chen (Yun-Fat) is one of New York City's most 0200 B B‘;b 2o gt Ray Sportsline (R) 00:30 | (+30 Mins)
martial police officers and the first Chinese-born immi- 02130 Kaahin Ix(lissi Roz 03:30  Adelaide Int'L Trials 00:00  The Drew Carey Show
grant on the force. Chen teams up with Danny Wallace 03:00  Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii Adelaide Horse Trials | 00:30  Whose Line Is It
(Wahlberg), who is terribly unaware of this situation. 03;30 Shanti 2002 Adelaide, Anyway
When the Tongs boldly attempt to bribe Wallace, Chen 04:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi A_\USTRALIA High- 01:00 JAG
is forced to keep his faithfulness. Bahu Thi lights(R) 02:00 Cheers
. 04:30  Football Asia (R) 02:30  Creflo Dollar Daily
04:30  Saans
22:00  [V] Hit Machine Mud Drags Indianapo- | 05:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet| 05:00 wargurg gup ;Jggz 03:00 sgqnem Copeland
22:30  Late Night[V] lis, IN USA (T) 05:30  Bhabhi Gaf urg Uléli\ oy . |n|st.r|es
23:00  [V] Zabardast Hits 11:30  West Indies Tour Of 06:00  Star Geetmala eorgia, ina 03:30 The Simpsons
23:30  [V] Back To Back Bangladesh Coca Cola | 07:00  Shaka Laka Boom Day(R) 04:00  World News
ESPN Series 2002 Dhaka, Boom 08:00 ThislsThe PgaTour | 04:30  Suddenly Susan
. BANGLADESH 07:30  Aatma U] . . 05:00  Hollywood Squares
(+30 Mins) Bangladesh Vs West | 08:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet| 09:00  English Premier 05:30  The Brady Bunch
00:30  American Muscle 2002 Indies 1st Test, Day 4, | 09:00  Fox Kids League Highlights 06:00  Cheers
. American Muscle (T) 2nd & 3rd Session(L) | 09:40  Hit Geet English Premier 06:30  Oprah Winfrey Show
1:00  Uefa Champions 16:00  Motoworld (R) 09:55  Kya Film Kya Geet League Highlights 07:28  StarAsia Travel
League 2002/03 Uefa | 16,30 gouth Africa Cricket | 10:00  Maal Hai To Taal Hai 2002/03 (R) 07:30  Bugs
(Blhamflonssl-;:?ﬁe Standard Bank One 10:30  Hera Pheri 10:00  Spanish Football 08:30  The Drew Carey Show
Baicelozalv Day International 11:00  Meri Saheli League 2002/03 09:00 Whose Line Is It
NZv(v:saZtla(‘e Usni ted Series Durban, 11:25  Film Toppers Spanish Football Anyway
Groub Phase 2 SOUTH AFRICA South | 11:30  Shanti League Madrid, SPAIN | 09:30 J.A.G 01:00
MatcE day 8(L) ' Africa Vs Pakistan 1st 12:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet Rayo Vallecano Vs 10:30  Oprah Winfrey Show
3:30 Football }I;ocus R) Qdi, Highlights(R) 12:30  Kasautii Zindagii Kay Barcelona (R) 02:00 00:58
4:30 English Premier 17:55  South Africa Cricket 13:00  Kumkum - Pyara Sa 12:00  English Premier 11:28  StarAsia Travel
' Football League Standard Bank One Bandhan Football League 11:30  LawAnd Order- S.V.U
English Premier Day International 13:30  Bhabhi English Premier 12:30  Suddenly Susan
Football League Series Port Elizabeth, | 14:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Football League 13:00 The Bold & The
2002/03 Sunderland SOUTH AFRICA South Bahu Thi 2002/03 Charlton, UK Beautiful
ENGLAND Sunderland Afr|_ca Vs Pak_|stan 2nd | 14:30 Shagunl ) Charlton Athletic Vs 13:30  Hollywood Squares
i Odi, 1st Session(L) 15:00  Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii Liverpool (R) 14:00  The Brady Bunch
Vs Manchester City (R "
6:30  Pro Billiards 2002 21:30  Sportscenter Hindi (L) | 15:30  Smiti 14:00  Watersports World (T) | 14:30  Baywatch
Wheelchair Billiards 22:00 goutz Al;n(éa Cl(rlgket 16:00  Kaahin Kissi Roz 15:00  Sailing Sailing World 15:30  The Simpsons
tandard Bank One . .
R) . 16:30  Saans M 16:00 Cheers
7:30  Motoworld (T) Da){ Internatm_nal 17:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet| 15:30  Asian Badminton 16:30  Starnews Asia
8:00 Asian Bowling Tour Series Port Elizabeth, 17:30  Small Wonder Championships Jvc 17:00  Frasier
Aviva Asian Bowling f\?UTU APFRk',CA S‘;”‘(;‘ 18:00  Fox Kids Asian Badminton 17:30  Charmed
Tour, Chinese Taipei O(;'FZ dsS £ ',S‘a"L N0 | 18:40  AajKiBaat Championships 2002 | 18:25  Starnews Upd
Men'S Highlights(T) I 2nd Sesslon(L) 18:55  Kya Film Kya Geet Bangkok, THAILAND | 18:30  Ally Mc Beal
8:55  WestindiesTourof | STAR GOLD 19:00  Kumkum - Pyara Sa Highlights #3(T) 19:30  Titus
Bangladesh Coca Cola | (+30 Mins) Bandhan 17:30  On The Limit On The 20:00  Two Guys And A Girl
Series 2002 Dhaka, 02:15 Hit Geet 00:15 19:25  Film Toppers Limit 2002 - Japanese | 20:28  Star Asia Travel
BANGLADESH 02:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet | 19:30  Shaka Laka Boom Gt C'Ship Gt300-2nd | 20:30  Frasier
Bangladesh Vs West 03:00  Shama Parwana Boom Half Review(T) 21:00  Charmed
Indies 1st Test, Day 4, | 06:15  Hit Geet 20:00  Sonpari 18:00  Auto Racing Fia 22:00  Ally Mc Beal
1st Session(L) 06:30  GeetBaha 20:30  Kasautii Zindagii Kay Sportscar Champion- | 23:00  Titus
11:00  In The Driver'S Seat 07:00 Abe Hayat 21:00  Sanjivani - A Medical ship 2002 Season 23:30 Two Guys And A Girl
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