DHAKA MONDAY DECEMBER 9, 2002

Odissi Dance and

Sarod Recital
December9and 10

Indian Council for Cultural Relation
and the High Commission of India
will present Odissi Dance by Geeta
Mahalik & Troupe on December 9 at
7:00p.m. at National Museum
auditorium and a Sarod Recital by
Pandit Vikash Maharaj on
December 10 at 7:00 p.m. at the
same venue.

Visions-1
December10-24

Alliance Francaise de Dacca will
host a avant-gardist French
exhibition titled, "Visions-1 new
vision in fashion", which will present
latest new forms of fashion
photography. On the occasion of
the opening a Bibi Production's
fashion show will take place in the
Gallery and the café of Alliance
Francaise de Dacca on December
10at6:00 p.m.

The exhibition will last everyday
from 9a.m 12p.m. and from 5-
8p.m. except Saturday (5-8p.m.) ill
December 24.

Remembering
Begum Rokeya

December9

To celebrate Begum Rokeya Day a
discussion session will be held at
the seminar room of Bangla
Academy today at 11:00a.m.
Professor Mansur Musa, Professor
Selina Bahar Zaman, Dr. Sultana
Zaman, Dr. Sayeda Banu will speak
on the occasion. Dr. Nazma
Chowdhury will chair the session.

Art Show

November 20 January 10

A group art exhibition of four young
artists is being held at the American
International School at Baridhara in
the city and remains open daily
throughout the day.
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The magic and mystery of henna

Parley with arts & crafts connoisseurs at "Chitrak”, at a "Mehdi Utshab"

FAYzAa HAQ

T a henna-application

function, held at "Chitrak"

recently, the eminent artist
Rafiqun Nabi said, "The tradition of
applying henna to the hands, hair etc
began in Arabia, as far as one knows,
and has traveled to the Indian
Subcontinent hundreds of years
back, when Taimur Lang came to rule
inIndia. It has always flourished in the
Subcontinent both under Muslim and
Hindu rule for ages. Today we see it
even as a fad/fashion among the
boys who use it as they use tattoo --
without leaving any permanent mark,
as is the case of the decoration on the

skin with those artful needle-like
machine instruments and the
permanent dyes. This remains an
important part of culture in the Islamic
belt that spreads from the Middle
East and goes beyond to the Far
East."

Speaking aboutwhatwas special
in the patterns of the motifs on the
palms , done with henna, Rafiqun
Nabi said, "There are two things that
one should know about 'mehdi": the
colour is very different from the other
colours that artists normally use. The
hue is not exactly orange or red or
brown or even cadmium yellow. |
believe that it is something very
different from what one normally
comes across: it is something
unique. Again, the motifs that we use
in Bangladesh, this time, on this
occasion being done by the students
of the Fine Arts Institute, DU, is

definitely based in Bangladesh. The
designs that are being used include
‘alpana’ patterns with paisley and
floral motifs, and accompanying
geometrical and symmetrical use of
lines in the form of bars, squares and
rectangles juxtaposed with one
another. Islamic designs are also
there: floral motifs used in decora-
tions of mosques, bric-a-bracs etc.
"However, nowadays what is
being used is something that is
geared to the avant-garde keeping
the roots of our heritage in mind: both
floral and geometrical motifs have
found a home on the palms of our
beautiful women. At the same time,
young men too leap in for some of this

and the taste for henna application
are both admirable; this is so
although | admit this comes from the
use of watching Indian channel TV
and reading imported Indian and
Pakistani fashion magazines more
than anything else. The students of
Fine Arts, not only of Dhaka but those
of Chittagong, Rajshahi etc have
found something new to concentrate
on in their free time. They work as
designers so that for them this is a
piece of cake.

"One must keep in mind the
vibrant and unusual colour of the
henna leaf, how to make it rich with
mixing 'khoir', tea leaves and other
ingredients. There is then the design

range of colour, this will not clash with
the henna hue as it is monochro-
matic. Today the young men, follow-
ing the young women, paint their
palms with henna motifs. The fad for
this, as I've mentioned earlier, comes
from the penchant for tattoos. The
hue of the henna is a piece de resis-
tance for some of our festive occa-
sions, whether it has chemicals in it,
or whether this has been ground at
home and mixed with ground coffee,
tealeavesetc.

"Meanwhile, in the shops in
Dhaka there are items sold as
'mehdi', but | don't believe that it is
real henna. However, even though
commercialized, where the leaf is

exotic and religious painting of the
palms, or at least some corner of their
thumb, being driven by some envi-
ronmental influence: one tends to do
what the friends and colleagues
around are doing. Mind you, even
aged men, sometimes have their
grandchildren to dye their palms,
even though this is purely out of love,
affection and fun."

Asked if he approved of the com-
mercial way of applying henna
through a plastic cone, as found in
the bazaars and done in most homes
in Dhaka appeals to his sensibility
and whether or not this manner of
applying henna is not being some-
what commercialized today, Rafiqun
Nabi said, "This practice of applying
henna through the cones is there for
perhaps the last decade and no
more. This is something popular and
cannot be waved aside. The designs

which makes our women's palms and
even portions of the hands so appeal-
ing . Hence, the knowledge of both
colour and design is necessary to
make henna application successful.
Just the application of the colour of
henna alone, without intricacies and
design know-how may not look
artistic. Again, just the design , with-
out the correct registration of the
henna hue may not look good either.
Henna application should be a com-
bination of both accurate hue and
design."

Asked if henna application has
become a fad in the east, and which
is now being carried over to west,
Rafiqun Nabi said, "It goes with the
modern clothes , whetheritis a sari or
'shalwar-kameez' or even jeans and
blouse (the last, if sported well). Even
if the women and girls are wearing
something blue, purple or any other

melted, colours are added, this is
easier to do in the final analysis.
Meanwhile, if you have a 'mehdi'
plant of your own or buy the leaves
from places such as New Market,
grind it at home and apply it with care
and love, it will be difficult for the
person who is designing, as a thin
stick has to be used to form the
patterns; but this is the conventional
and basic way to apply the symbolic
colourin question."

"In the henna application, | should
add, there is the 'alpana' in the
'mehdi' motifs ,which is typically
Bengali in origin, which women used
in their 'alta’ application under their
feet and up to their ankles, to put
decorative motifs at one time. We
don't see this often now, except in
case of dancers on stage, but 'alta’
was an integral part of decorating our
women for festival occasions. |

S
’/,\\

TV GUIDE

believe that the venture at 'Chitrak’,
done over three days till 'chand raat'
has been a successful venture to
promote our heritage."

Motiur Rahman, Editor of
"Prothom Alo" and the chief guest at
the occasion, speaking from his
personal knowledge and what he had
gathered through the net-work, said
,"Henna is an integral part of our
culture: it is mandatory during wed-
dings. Just as the henna enhances
the beauty of the bride, so the bride-
groom too must have the 'mehdi' on
his nail, according to our tradition."
Henna, Motiur Rahman added, is
also used during the New Year, the
two Eids, 'Shab-e-Barat', 'Shab-e-

work to occupy myself after my only
son's tragic death; now | have my
ownshop.

"My 'mehdi' comprises of material
that | get from India in the powder
form. It is packed and sealed here in
tubes and cones, after it has been
prepared here in Dhaka. As regards
the motifs that | use, they are tradi-
tional ones from India but the use of
henna, as most people in Bangla-
desh know, dates back to the Prophet
Mohammed and even before that in
ancient Middle East. Our Prophet
Mohammed himself, we are told,
used hennato dye his hair and beard.
It is a natural process to dye the hair
and skin a it has no side effect if used

been applying the 'mehdi' know their
job. Allying henna is a sort of art and
not just craft a any and everyone
cannot do it perfectly even when
suing the tube or cone; it requires an
aesthetic sensibility. For this present
occasion | am expecting 600 custom-
ersin all. | am not interested in apply-
ing it for men and | won't do it at any
cost."

Giving her background for being
an expert in henna application,
Mumtaz said that she had studied
cosmetology from Hyderabad, India.
She said that she had introduced the
application of henna to Bangladesh
about a decade back. It was difficult
at first as then she was just a home-
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Qadar' and other different occasions
of festivity in the Subcontinent, spe-
cially among the Muslims. He said,
furthermore, that the use of henna
traces its origin from ancient times:
there is historical proof that in the
Subcontinent the tradition for using
henna began in 12 AD. "There has
been historical proof of use of this dye
even way back in ancient Egypt,
during the reign of the pharaohs,"
Rahman concluded.

Mumtaz Verani, (originally from
Gujrat, India, but now residing in
Dhaka) who was the brain behind
the function , asked to elaborate on
her venture, said," With the help of
'Windmill', | managed to go forth with
my endeavor. | have a range of my
own beauty products that include
herbal shampoo, herbal message
cream, hair oil etc. | used to originally
operate from home and began this

properly, that is if you combine the
right ingredients. The skin specialist
may tell you that your hair will get dry
with henna, but if you use oil and the
egg-yolk or items like a bit of ‘curd’,
coffee powder or raw tea , application
of henna for the hair is safe is safe for
the hair. The mixture of these other
items should be made the night
before and applied the next day. In
Bangladesh, | believe, it came with
the influence of the Marwaris and
Hindus who applied henna on the
hands on occasions such as the
onset of their marriages for the
‘'suhagan’ when henna was believed
tobring good luck."

Dwelling more on henna applica-
tion for Eid, Mumtaz Verani said,"
Most women enjoy decorating their
palms during this occasion and even
during weddings. The artists from the
Fine Arts Institute, DU, who have
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maker but now that her daughter,
Marmareen, has grown up some-
what at 18, she has gone into this
project with her entire energy and
mental and financial resources. Her
son, Asad, died last January and his
absence makes it vital that she
should do her job with her entire heart
and mind.

Mumtaz added that the henna
replaces the fascination for tattoo for
boys which they like to put on their
arms and faces; if they do this with the
henna paste the effect will be more
healthy, as the henna that she uses is
purely herbal in content; moreover, it
will last atleast a week.

The henna application occasion
was fascinating and mind-
expanding for someone who might
have found subject blasé before
talking to the chief speakers on the
occasion.
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