DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 1, 2002

Political consensus a must

to curb crime
Moudud, Matin Khasru tell CRAB seminar

BSS, Dhaka

‘Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Moudud Ahmed
yesterday stressed the need for
building consensus among the
Jpolitical parties to curb crime in
‘the country. :

“Political consensus is a must
(o root out crime as it becomes a
national problem”, he said.
~ The minister was speaking as
the chief guest at a seminar or-
ganised by Crime Reporters’ Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (CRAB) on
“Democracy, Human Rights and
“Perrorism” at Dhaka Reporters'
‘Unity (DRU) auditorium in the
city.

Presided over by CRAB presi-
dent Shankar Kumar Dey, former

Law Minister Advocate Abdul
Matn Khasru, eminent jurist
Rokon Uddin Mahmood, Presi-

dent of Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ]) Gias Kamal
Chowdhury, DRU president

Shahjahan Sardar, former DC DB
Syed Bazlul Karim and CRAB Gen-
eral Secretary  Harun-ur-Rashid
Swapon took part in the discus-
sion.

Journalist Shahiduzzaman pre-
sented a key-note paper on the
ISsue.

Moudud said the political par-
ties have to decide that they would
not give shelter to the criminals. If
political parties withdraw their
support to them, the people would
not give them shelter, he added.

Ferming terrorism as a world-
wide problem, he said the gov-
ernment has been trying (0 curb
criminal activities for the interest
ol the nation as it hampers prog-
TeSS.

“The government has launched
the joint operation against crimi-
nals when it saw the traditional
process for curbing crime 1s not
adequate,” he said adding that the
ongoing joint operation led by
army is not a permanent solution

UNB, Dhaka

Dry weather likely

Met Office said.

Savedpur.

Weather may remain mainly dry over the country today.
Night temperature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over the country,

{ Country’s highest temperature 31.5 degree Celsius was recorded
yesterday at Cox's Bazar and lowest 16.2 degree at Rajshahi and

The sun sets in the capital at 5:10 pm today and rises at 6:25 am

in this regard.

Relerring 1o the Speedy Trial
Fribunal; he said the government
would not use the tribunal to har-
ass opposition leaders and activ-
“We
do not spare anybody for his in-

ists like the past government.

volvement incrime”, he said.

Former minister Tor law, justice
and  parliamentary  affairs  and
Awami  League leader Advocalte
Abdul Matin Khasru said crime
could not continue without state
patronisation and political shelter

We have o build a political
CONSeNnsus 1o curb crime for pre-

senting a happy and prosperous
Buangladesh to the next generation,

he said.

Khasru called upon political
parties and law enforcing agencies
to find out the root of crime,

Referring to the ongoing joint
operation, he said the government
has to take responsibility for the
killings during the joint operation.
“The army is our national assets
and pride and it also earn interna-
tional reputation for the UN
peacekeeping, he added.

Rokon Uddin Mahmod criti-
cised the political parties for shel-
tering criminals to gain petty party
and political interest. Past and
present political parties and gov-
ernments are responsible for pa-
tronising criminals”, he said.

He said the government and
the opposition parties have to take
joint efforts to curb criminal ac-
tivities reducing their gap in this
regard.

Death anniversary

lhe 9th death
anniversary of
Sved Md Badiul
Alam, ex-deputy
director of Re-
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Mahfuz Anam, editor of The Daily Star, and Mohammad Ziauddin,
School, pose with the students who received awards for their aca

PHOTO: STAR

principal of the Presidency International
demic achievements and extra-curricular

activities at the annual prize giving ceremony of the school in Chittagong yesterday.

World AIDS Day today

UNB, Dhaka

World AIDS Day will be observed
in the country as elsewhere
around the globe today with a vow
to save lives from the killer dis-
ease.

The theme of the day is ‘To live
and let live'.

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia issued

Release of
Pricilla Raj
demanded

Some 50 young writers, journalists
and artists of the country in a
statement yesterday condemned
the arrest of Pricilla Raj, a writer
and interpreter, and demanded
her immediate and unconditional
release, says a press release.

The statement said the present
government has been harassing

the writers, journalists and artists

of the cpuntry by, filing sedition
cases against them. This is a clear
violation of human rights, the
statement added.

I'he signatories to (he state-
ment included Selim Morshed,
Kafil Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed, Far-
zana Rupa, Ahmed Nakib, Mustafa
Sarwar Faruqi, Aminur Rahman
Sultan, Rabiul Karim, Ahmed
Mustafa Kamal, Tusar Gayen, Aref
Ahmed, Mazharul Huq Pintu and
Ahmed Swapan Mahmud.

Police arrested Pricilla Raj on
Monday last for working with two
foreign journalists as interpreter.

BUET Forum 86
reunion Dec 27

Forum 86, the Alumni Organisa-
tion of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and  Technology
(BUET) session 1986-87 (batch 93)
will hold its first reunion “Punor-
miloni 2002" on December 27 at
the BUET auditorium complex,
Says a press release.,

The reunion programme will
begin at 9 am.

All members of Forum 86 are
requested to contact the following
persons: Engr. Zulkarnine, (PWD)
Ph: 018129504, Forkan (Spec-
trum), Ph: 019341389, 9122387, Dr.
Rafiqul Islam, (Asst. Professor,
BUET, Civil Engg. Building Room
No. 714) Ph: 8620738, Engr. Naima
Nazneen, (Bangladesh Computer
Council) Ph: 018287589, Arch,
Mahlil Ali (Ingrid Architects) Ph:
0171394141, Engr. Hasan lkbal
(Bata Shoe Company),
0171323498, Engr. Shahriar Farid

Shuvro (Aktel Mobile) Ph:
018210396, Lt. Commander Ar-
shad (Bangladesh Navy), Ph:

0171637521, Engr. Ahsan Talukder
Ripon, 0171337844 and Engr. Jes-
min Ara (Bashati Consortium) Ph:
0171542101,

separate messages on the occasion
and called upon all to create mass
awareness about AIDS.

The president in his message
suggested the people to lead nor-
mal and disciplined life and
strictly follow social and religious
norms, which is the best way to get
rid of AIDS.

The prime minister in her mes-
sage laid emphasis on increasing
health awareness and involving all
sections of people in the publicity
and

AIDS  prevention pro-
grammes.

Various government and non-

government organisations have

drawn up various programmes (0
observe the day.

The UNFPA through its advo-
cacy projects is cosponsoring UN-
AIDS to observe the day in order to
raise awareness about the deadly
killer disease.

Major activities of the day in-
clude telecast of statements of
political leaders and IdlliE’b and
meetings. '/ L . }

The Ministry Uf Home Affairs
through its 11 training institutions
will arrange different programmes
including processions, drama and
debate.

I'he BGMEA will bring out a
rally at 3pm from Malibagh Super

NCCI President
A R Khan dead

BSS, Nerrakona

Markel.

Industrial and tea plantation
workers and youth clubs under
UNFPA projects will also observe
the day.

State Minister for Education
ANM Ehsanul Huq Milon will in-
augurate a rally at Siddheswari
Boys™ School at 10.30am, and later
a photo exhibition at the Jatiya
Press Club.,

T'he Department of Population

Science, Dhaka University, will
arrange a rally and a discussion
meeling.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Ma-
nobadhikar  Sangbadik  Forum
organised a roundtable in the city
yesterday.

It was disclosed in the meeting
that 36 new HIV/AIDS patients
were detected in Bangladesh in
the current year, raising the total
number to 219.

IUCN workshop

A workshop on ‘Sundarbans
Blodiversity Health Status’, organised
by IUCN- The World Conservation
Union, Bangladesh Country Office, will
be held. Venue: 10B Bhaban, Agargaon.
Time: 10,00am.

MNSD meeting

A general meeting of Media Network for
Sustainable Development (MNSD) will
be held. Venue: House-33, Road-4,
Dhanmondi, Time: 3.00pm.

Foundation laying

ceremony

The foundation stone laying ceremony
of Guishan Branch of the Citibank will be
held with Marry Ann Peters, US ambas-
sador in Dhaka, as chief guest. Venue:
109, Guishan Avenue. Time: 11.00am.

WASA discussion

Dhaka WASA Diploma Engineers
Association organises a discussion on
the 'Responsibility of Dhaka WASA in
protecting the environment of the
capital' with Deputy Minister for LGRD
and Cooperatives Advocate Ruhul
Quddus Talukder, as chief guesl
Venue: WASA Training Centre,
Lalmatia. Time: 3.30pm.

In observance of the World AIDS Day,
the Department of Population Sciences,
University of Dhaka, organises a
seminar on 'Live and Let Live: Fight
Stigma and Discrimination’ with Vice-
Chancellor Prof Dr S M A Faiz as chief
guest. Venue: Natmandal auditonum.
Time: 2.00pm.

SBUP discussion

Sylhet Bibhag Unnayan Parishad
(SBUP) organises a discussion on The
significance of Ramadan' with State
Minister for Disaster Management and

BAPS rally

On the occasion of Wordd AIDS Day,
Bangladesh AIDS Prevention Society |

DHAKA

Relief Ebadur Rahman as chief guest.
Venue: National Press Ciub, Time: |

3.30pm.

Roundtable

Global Campaign against Terronsm
organises a roundtable on 'Our
response 1o Global Terronsm’. Venue:
East West University, Mohakhali. Time:
11.00am.

(BAPS) will hold a rally. Venue:
Siddheswari. Time: 8.00am.

BMA rally

Bangladesh Medical Association (BMA)
organises a rally on the occasion of
World AIDS Day lo raise mass aware-
ness. Venue: PG Hospital premises,
Shahbagh. Time: 9.00am.

BGMEA rally

In observance of World AIDS Day,
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporiers Association in collabora-
tion with the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) organises a rally. Venue:
Malibagh Super Market. Time: 3.00pm.

Gonoforum discussion

Jubo Gonoforum organises a discus-
sion on the ‘Role of Youth Community in
protecting our society and cufture’ with
Gonoforum President Dr Kamal
Hossain as chief guest, Venue:
Shaheed Tazul auditornum, Purana
Paltan. Time: 3.30pm.

Art exhibition

On the occasion of World AIDS Day, an
an exhibition will be inaugurated

by State Minister for Education AN
M Ehsanul Hag Milon as chief guest.
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
10.30am.

4 listed criminals arrested

UN B, Dhaka

Police arrested 1,498 people, in-
cluding Tour listed criminals, from
dilferent parts of the country dur-
ing their ongoing drive in last 24

hours ending at 6am yesierday.
They also scized five fircarms,
nine other weapons and seven
bullets during the period and filed
three cases under the
said a police press release.

President of Netrakona Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (NCCI)
A R Khan Pathan died of a cardiac
arrest at his residence here yester-
day at the age of 65.

He is survived by his wife, four
sons and three daughters.

His namaz-e-janaza was held
at Netrakona Jam-e-Mosque after
/Zohr prayers yesterday. A large
number of people, including dis-
trict level officers, political leaders,
businessmen and local elite, at-
tended the janaza.

Meanwhile, leaders of different
trade bodies expressed their deep
shock at the death of Khan Pathan.

The leaders of Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI), in a
condolence message, expressed
profound sorrow at the death of
Netrakona chamber president.

The FBCCI president, vice
president, members of the execu-
tive committee and ollicials also
extended their sympathy to the
members of the berecaved family
and prayed for eternal peace of the
departed soul,

Council of Chambers ol Presi-
dent (CCP) and Netrakona Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, in
separate messages, also expressed
their deep shock at the death of
Nhan Pathan,
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Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad, chairman of the Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad, presents the keynote paper at a workshop on Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP) it organised in the city yesterday.
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The Jatiya Garments Sramik Federation sta
iestlval bonus and salary arrears before Eid.
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ged a demonstration in the city yesterday demanding payment of
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