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“Miss World pageant

and Nigeria riot"
This is in response to Mr. Mahmud's
letter ("Miss World pageant and
Nigeriariot", November 26)

The comments by the offending
newspaper was of no doubt of poor
taste, and they even profusely
apologised for it, still it is no excuse
for going on a rampage and killing
innocent people, mostly Christians.
There are remedies other than
resorting to violence: legal action,
economic boycott of the newspaper,
protests, etc.

If one criticises one's religion, is
this an excuse to startariot?

Karim Abdullah

New York, USA

This letter is in reference to the letter
published on the topic "Miss World
Pageant and Nigeria Riot". | am
surprised to see that Mr. Mahmud is
trying to put the blame on the news-
paper authority instead of condemn-
ing the angry youths who were
responsible for instigating the riot
which killed more than 200 people.

As far as | know the Editor of the
Newspaper publicly apologized for
the comments and formally sus-
pended the journalist for his deroga-
tory comments about the Prophet. If
we stop short of condemning this
sort of violence, we would send a
wrong message to the Muslim
youths. We Muslims need to be
tolerant about others' views and
opinions about Islam. How the faith
of Islam would be damaged if some-
one writes a negative thing about
our religion or Prophet? We had to
call a strike in Bombay because of
Jerry Falwel's remarks against
Islam which was made in USA and
that strike ended up turning into a
riot between Hindus and Muslims!

We must not encourage our
younger generation to indulge in

“Army excess

at Rayerbazar”

This is in regards to the letter by M
Hasan (November 26) on the army's
rampage in Rayerbazar. | com-
pletely agree with him. Bangladesh
is not a country for Muslims alone.
Bangladesh is a country for Ben-
galis, be they Muslims, Hindus,
Buddhists or Christians.

Only the other day, the ISPR was
quick to respond to press reports on
the death of a young man in custody.
That's interesting because as far as
| can recall it's the only denial pub-
lished by the army so far. And since
the Rayerbazar rampage reports
have not elicited a denial either, we
can safely assume it to be true as
well.

Let this be a warning, in addition
to going on a wild goose chase for
the most wanted criminals, army
jawans will enforce the sanctity of
Ramadan in the same fashion as
the religious police in SaudiArabia.
Gora
Dhaka

Bill to drop name
of Bangabandhu?

This was one of the most shocking
and disturbing news | read in the
whole year. People of Bangladesh
have elected this government to
bring prosperity, peace and ensure
a better life for them. Nothing will be
accomplished by dropping the
name of Bangabandhu from the
nomenclature of that agriculture
award. The main objective of that
award is to recognise talent and to
applaud the great contributions to
the country in that field. To achieve
this objective the government does
not need to change the award
name.

We all should remember that our
main goal in this century is to

aged to squander what little reputa-
tion it had by the Joynal Hazari
attacks on Tipu Sultan, the minority
attack after the October election,
death in army custody and so on.
Now we go ahead and arrest two
Channel 4 journalists!

Our government really never
bothered to take those classes on
diplomacy did it? Regardless of
what anti-government material
these Channel 4 reporters were
going to broadcast, you can be rest
assured that it will be negative now.

| am also amazed to see that The
Daily Star has given so little cover-
age to this attack on press freedom.
Rather than a large headline on
another AL walkout, this report
should have been given promi-
nence.

Azad
Dhaka

"Community service"
This is apropos to Mr. Mahbub's
letter (November 22). Indeed there
are almost no community service
programmes in the schools of
Dhaka in general. School adminis-
trations, due to various reasons fail
to run such programmes. But we
students must act. The students
themselves must take initiative to
run such programmes. They must
be go-getters if they are to benefit
the community, and thus, in the
process, themselves. However, it is
absolutely imperative that the
school administrations allow and
encourage the students to set up
such community service clubs.
There should also be a counsellor
from the administration to help the
students whenever needed, and to
officially approve the various activi-
ties of the club.

This is precisely what we are
doing at Mastermind School. Our
community service club is for the A-

and the school authorities definitely
have a significant role to play in this
regard. It may sound impossible
(because of the recent debate going
on regarding Bangla and English
medium students' roles in the soci-
ety) but students of both the medi-
ums can work together to break
down the stereotypical barriers "that
supposedly exists" by working
together in community services.

Recently The Star Weekend
Magazine featured such an event
which took place at the Dhanmondi
Lake Amphitheater on October 31.
Students from both Bangla and
English medium very enthusiasti-
cally took part in cleaning up the
garbage littered around the Lake
area. This was a good example that
with the right kind of motivation and
positive approach it is possible to
get the students involved in commu-
nity service at an early age which in
turn will definitely create a sense of
responsibility in them towards their
community and the country.

My advise to all the letter writers
on the debate "Saluting the nation
builders of tomorrow" to end this
debate before it turns ugly and
rather concentrate on ways and
ideas on how to help the next gener-
ation of Bangladeshi to serve their
nation.

Joseph Amond
Gulshan, Dhaka

ADB economic

update

| had the opportunity to go through
the most recent quarterly economic
update on Bangladesh prepared by
the ADB. It is available on their
website at
http://www.adb.org/Documents/Ec
onomic_Updates/BAN/default.asp.
The ADB report is encouraging, but
there is still a lot to be done. Bangla-

Itis apparent from various reports that some solace and tranquil-
lity have dawned on people after launching the 'Operation Clean
Heart'. The biggest beneficiary appears to be the business com-

Commodity price and consumers' plight

An appeal to the business community

munity. From a confessional statement of a segment of the busi-
ness community, itis gathered that they have escaped a compul-
sory daily toll of 30 lakhs taka payable to the extortionists. Based
on this, we can calculate the gains accrued to the business com-

munity in general.

Besides this, the business community has received advance
bonus in the form of several relief of tax and tariffs provided by
the government to keep the prices low in view of the Ramadan.
All these must have positive impact on the downswing of prices
in the market places. Unfortunately what we are watching in the
market is contrary to economic principles and general expecta-
tions .The prices are jumping up almost every day making the
fixed income group vulnerable to the whims of big businesses.
They may only complain to the God Almighty for remedy.

It is now imperative to make an appeal to the business com-
munity to share a part of its additional benefits by reducing drasti-
cally the prices of all consumes' products and services at least
for this month. Thus, they can discharge partially their social
responsibility and responsibility to their Creator.

Dr.AM Choudhury
Professor, University of Dhaka

acts that promote violence and
disrespectothers.

Noori Mostofa

On e-mail

"Army vs. civilians'
right"

This is in regards to the letter by
MMJ (November 26) about the
privileges enjoyed by the army. |
certainly admire his courage to
come out and write on this issue,
especially now when the army drive
is goingon.

Although | am no fan of AL and
Bangabandhu's later policies, at
least he kept the army subservient
to the civil administration. It was his
death that opened up the floodgates
to army privileges which culminated
in the regimes of President Zia and
Ershad.

| suppose in a way the last
decade has seen some sort of
compact between AL/BNP and the
army. Thanks to this unholy com-
pact, AL/BNP have merrily raped
our country for the last decade while
the army has busied itself with UN
missions, rounds of golf and buying
planes and ships.

Kim, Dhaka

develop the nation which is one of
the world's poorest, give people
better and comfortable life. And also
a sideline reminder to whom it may
concern, none can remove
Bangabandhu from the Bangla-
deshis' heart no matter how hard
they try.
Sohel Hasan
Singapore
| see that the AL staged a walkout
over the removal of Bangabandhu's
name from the agricultural award. |
am well aware by now that the AL
has no conception or understanding
of opinion polls. If they had, by now
they would have changed their tune.
Rather than wasting time over
issues dear only to Sheikh Hasina,
AL should start concentrating on
whatwe care about.
Shonku
Dhaka

"Two foreign
journalists arrested

at Benapole"

We have arrested two foreign jour-

nalists on treason charges? Do we

really know what we are doing?
Bangladesh has already man-

level students, run solely by the A-
level students. Our counsellor is the
vice-principal of the school.

The members of this club have
participated in the anti-dengue
drive. Currently we are working for a
local madrassah. We have organ-
ised a donation programme
whereby we are delivering old
books, toy, clothes etc to the
madrassah from the school stu-
dents. Afew of us are also seriously
planning to coach the madrassah
students on a regular basis on Math
and English. We are also trying to
bring Marie Stopes Clinics Society
to deliver health care service to the
madrassah students and other
employees.

To the students of all the
Bangladeshi schools | would like to
say this: opportunities to be active
citizens are available aplenty. Go for
them all by yourselves if necessary.
Naushin Hossain
Mastermind School, Dhaka
This is in response to Mr. Nayeem
Mahbub's letter (November 22). |
wholeheartedly support his sugges-
tion that all schools irrespective of
Bangla or English medium should
be involved in community service

desh economy needs to grow
annually by 7-8 per cent to see any
significant employment and poverty
reduction. | feel this goal is achiev-
able, if corruption can be stemmed.
The recent anti-crime drive by the
Bangladesh army is a necessary
move and augments the notion of
stemming corruption, but there is
much to be apprehensive as no fail
safe mechanism exists to stop
reversal of the law and order situa-
tion when the army return to their
barracks. A national consensus by
all political parties in this regard is
thus paramount in achieving a more
sustained improvement on the law
and order.

Another important suggestion in
the ADB report is on investment in
enhancing the quality of human
capital through education. An
increase in literacy rate side by side
upgrade in the physical infrastruc-
ture will create an enabling environ-
ment for healthy private sector
development. Stress should be on
technical education and Bangla-
desh government needs to be more
encouraging in this sector.

AA

California, USA
Currency notes

While appreciating the Finance
Minister for addressing the issue of
counterfeit notes with the Central
Bank, | fail to understand why the
Scheduled/Commercial Banks can't
take the full responsibility- all
authorised Banking Institutions
should employ necessary person-
nel and equipment (scanners, etc.)
to putacheck on this.

Thus, when an account-holder
withdraws cash from a bank-
counter or ATM, he/she is "automati-
cally" ensured that only genuine
currency notes come out of a bank.
If the banks are making so much of
profits, shouldn't this be the mini-
mum expectation from them? After
all, it is the bank who is supposed to
be the "expert" on legal tender- not
the common people. Otherwise,
how to differentiate between such
institutions and the kerb markets?
ADistressed Observer
Chittagong

To the mobile
phone users

Mobile phones have become not
only fashionable but also useful to
the point of almost being indispens-
able. However as with any techno-
logical advance there should be
rules and/or etiquette for proper and
safe usage. It is amazing that many
mobile phone users do not realise
that it is very rude not to switch off
mobiles during meetings and semi-
nars. A most embarrassing incident
comes to mind when a company
organised a special lecture from a
renowned person from the UK but
instead of being able to concentrate
on the seminar we had to hear
different musical notes of the mobile
phones owned by the innumerable
professionals present.

A serious safety issue regarding
mobile phone use is talking on the
phone while driving. Dhaka city
traffic is crazy and dangerous at
best but this can become fatal if the
attention of the driver is distracted
while talking on the phone. In many
countries usage of mobile phones is
banned while driving. This should
be applied to Dhaka city and other
major cities of Bangladesh as well.
Zebal. Seraj
Dhaka University

Royalty fees?

Would the Grameen Phone author-
ity shed some light on the legality of
collecting tk.1100 royalty fees from
each subscriber every year?

On 23" November, | received a
text message on my cellular from
Grameen Phone (GP) that | am
required to pay taka 1100 by
November 28 otherwise my line
would be snapped. With such a
short notice (5 days) plus the unique
format of the circular (text message)
used, one wonders whether the
message is authentic or not. Would
it have been too much trouble for GP
to send a formal letter to each sub-
scriber, or give a newspaper circular
in order to inform the subscribers
about the new decision?
Mohammad Mehroz Jalil
Dhaka Cantonment

Thoughts on gas
export

The issue of pipeline export of gas
has become a highly emotive sub-
ject. It should be considered from
purely national and commercial
interest instead of slogan
mongering and paranoia aimed at
misleading people with exagger-
ated risk based on obsolete figures
of gasreserve.

Limited export of gas not exceed-
ing 500 MCF/day will consume 3.65
TFC in 20 years which the country
can allow the IOC to export from
their shares. This quantity of gas
can be extracted from the ‘field
growth' of the existing gas fields
without reducing our intake from the
proven reserves. We have not yet
taken into consideration the mas-
sive reserve of 6 TFC in the newly
discovered Bibiana.

We should take a look into the
stagnant situation that we are in.
The gas pipe of India has been
taken across Jamuna Bridge but
there is no finance for the planned
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carefully arranged

The United States today has an overwhelm-
ing preponderance of military, economic and
political power over the rest of the world. But
such an imbalanced situation cannot last
forever and over the next 10 or 20 years new
power blocs will emerge in Europe, Russia,
China (and perhaps other areas too) as
potential rivals to the superpower. The main
strategic aim of the US therefore is to utilise
this period of temporary dominance for maxi-
mum effect. In this long-term geopolitical
context the seizure of the Iraqi oil resources
represents a tempting option, because at a
relatively low cost it will give the United States
a means of achieving permanent advantage
against any future challengers.

SaudiArabia, with the largest oil reservesin
the world, is already under the sway of Amer-
ica. IfIrag, with the second largest oil reserves
by far, also comes under US tutelage, after a
"regime-change" of
course, all the advanced industrial nations of
the world for decades to come will find them-
selves at the mercy of the one nation in control
of the lifeblood of economic activity, namely
oil. China, Japan and Europe with no or little
oil of their own will be most vulnerable. But
even countries which have some oil reserves
will also be subject to the American whip

Russia,

because with the Iraqi oil in hand OPEC can
be destroyed and oil prices driven down,
which will seriously damage economies like
Russia which depend badly on high oil prices.

It is in recognition of this dire prospect that
France/Germany (representing
Europe) and China (from behind the scenes)
have felt compelled to work together to thwart
the US plan to invade Iraq and take over the
oil resources of the country. Russia, in partic-
ular, must have understood that in the game
of global chess the loss of the Iragi piece
would represent such a decisive setback as to
be equivalent to checkmate. The Russian
leadership must have made it clear that there
were red lines around Iraq, which they were
prepared to defend at all costs, even by
nuclear means if necessary. Only a threat of
such proportions would have been sufficient
to dissuade the Americans from following
through on their intention to steal the Iraqi
prize from under the noses of the world.

If Mr. Mahmood Elahi is himself too naive to
understand the deep geopolitical implications
of the US's proposed grab of Iraq perhaps he
will be a bit more charitable towards the rest of
us who are under no such illusions.
Rafiqullah Bhuyian
Magbazar, Dhaka

infrastructure across north Bengal
and Khulna zone. ADB thinks that
the pipe network will not be viable
unless a limited export is allowed
from it and hence they will not
financeit.

By delaying the vital develop-
ment works in gas and power infra-
structure we impose staggering loss
to those areas. Already the FDI has
come to a standstill. It should be
appreciated by our intelligentsia that
nobody will spoon-feed us by
exploring for gas with their own
capital while we remain undecided.
We need hard cash even for pro-
moting our national company
BAPEX for effective exploration in
gas blocks.

We can reverse this gloomy
situation if we allow limited export of
gas. It has been worked out that the
pipeline export of gas will bring
better return over value added
options of power and fertiliser.

The present BNP Government
should face this issue boldly. They
should explain to the people in clear
terms the benefit that will accrue
from limited export. There should be
debate in the Jatiya Sangsad and
candid discussion in our media.
People will appreciate it if transpar-
ency is maintained all along.
Sakhawat Hossain
Gulshan, Dhaka

On army drive

What do you think of the joint drive
against terrorism? On the topic the
reaction | get from my friends of
different status and corners in the
society is as usual --for and against.
But as expected "for" is far heavier
on the balance. But surprisingly one
of my barrister friends didn't seem to
be happy with the situation at all
when | gave him a short blatant

speech in reply to his negative
attitude. The theme of which was, "It
is all happening because of the total
breakdown of law and order situa-
tion in the country and it is you
people (he is a well known Barrister)
who is responsible for all this mess.
There was no punishment for any-
body even with capital offence till
the army came. Why such a mess?"
Naturally my friend didn't like my
statement. The only thing he said at
the end is "Let's see how the PM
comes out of it and you will see it
soon whathappens".

Now we see there is some truth in
my friend's opinion after reading all
the news from Kolkata. The more it
is enquired the deeper it goes with
unbelievable entanglement of
responsible people of both the
countries.

My intention of this writing is that,
now there is no question of stopping
or coming back from the genuine
mission the PM has started. She
must not be lenient even if has to hit
hard some of her people. If she is
sincere (till now there is no doubt
about it) and the common people
are with her, she will certainly suc-
ceed. It is a rare opportunity one
gets in a lifetime to prove his/her
worth.

Soon she would have to answer
another common question and that
is on the sustenance of the drive. |
have the following suggestions:

Nominate good people. Party
should not be after the nominees'
money. If the business circle is
happy they will run the party as it
happens in most of the democratic
countries.

Improve police service. Till then
circulate that army will come time to
time without notice to catch those
who will be listed silently and genu-

inely through different information
including public.

Pay more for teachers and
police.

Plan for solving unemployment
problem especially of the young
dropouts.

Use gas for industries for unem-
ployed poor. Don't sell it.

Do everything to improve the
garments industry.

Concentrate on school curricu-
lum emphasising on improvement
on the morality of the young and
consider introducing social services
to be performed by the students as a
part of the curriculum.

Dr. Rashid Hyder

Baridhara, Dhaka

Today my son was waylaid on his
way back from College right in the
heart of Dhaka City - Motijheel. He
was walking from Notre Dame
College to catch a bus from Sonali
Bank corner when four hijackers
with knives stripped him off his
books and bag, watch, money and
mobile phone. He isn't the only one.
Most of his friends have had their
day when they too have been
robbed, some even have cut marks
ontheirtender bodies.

To those people who are crying
for the criminals killed in custody,
and against the army drive, can you
come and console these kids who
are exposed to the mental trauma of
life threatening knives on their way
or back from college?

All | have to say to these people
is, shut up and let the army punish
these devil incarnates in our society.
Sarwar Ahmed
Dhanmondi RA, Dhaka

European Parliament and Bangladesh

| am disturbed, dismayed and dissatisfied by the way The Daily
Star, especially its much respected editor has been canvassing
against the army drive against the criminals who virtually held a
nation of 130 million people hostage to their ruthless campaign of
terror and horror.

| feel abashed that a daily like The Daily Star triumphantly pub-
lishes the headline that the European Parliament has heavily
reprimanded an independent nation in its stride against the inhu-
mane human beings who have lost the sense of humanity; not to
talk of mercy, conscience and respect to others.

| believe if The Daily Star could analyse the weight that the
European Parliament bears. It's not the Parliament of the Euro-
pean Union. It is merely a convention of some Members of Parlia-
ment of almost all of the European countries including those who
have a horrendous record of human rights. The Editor has men-
tioned the name of such a country along with Rwanda and Bosnia
(I believe the editor meant the former Yugoslav republic of Bosnia
while it was under iron fists of Yugoslav) in his much heralded
commentary on November 22.

European Parliament has little link to the EU and unlike the EU
headquarter in Brussels, they confer in the northern French city of
Strasbourg.

In today's world, it is not realistic to become very astonished by
a Consortium like the European Parliament who can take on a
country like ours at its will but at the same time can keep its eyes
blindfolded while heinous acts are being committed in Bosnia,
Chechnya or Palestine which are not so far away from them as we
are. But | urge The Daily Star, please do not malignantly try to foil a
much-awaited effort by, probably the only respected institution we

possess in the country--the army.

Ahmed Mohiuddin

Banani, Dhaka

The European Parliament is really not a very important institution.
However, it can influence government opinions in European coun-
tries.

We have been condemned for the extra judicial killings, growing
radicalism and the fact that Jamaat men have gotten off scot-free
in this army drive.

Before BNP came to power, | foolishly imagined that nothing could
be worse than AL. I've changed my mind.

Kireti

Dhaka

In response to Mr. Fakhrul Alam ("AL and terrorism in Bangla-
desh", November 25), | will have to disagree.

If the government of our country is promoting state sponsored
terrorism then we have to speak out against it. | am no fan of AL
and Sheikh Hasina, they were no better while in power, e.g. PSA
2000. However, conscientious people must agree that outside
pressure can bring change in government policy. In our country
we do not have freedom of speech, freedom from arrest and right
to life.

The military and the police make random arrests which results
in death in custody. Let me ask you, if a failed state (regardless of
whoever in power) seeks to perpetuate itself by using predatory
tactics on its own populace (like Saddam's Iraq) then is it not right
to speak out against it?

European
Parliament

You can call me unpatriotic and | will accept the charge. If
speaking out against any wrongdoing is unpatriotic then | do not
need this type of patriotism. Justice does not exist in our country
and a society that fails to provide justice deserves all the condem-

nationitreceives.

Yahya

USA

| have learnt with dismay that the EU Parliament has adopted a
resolution regarding the on going joint action of the Government of
Bangladesh.

They have questioned the human rights situation in Bangla-
desh. My point is why Bangladesh? Have they adopted similar
resolution regarding Israel? There the Palestinians are fighting for
protection of their rights on their land, being violated by the Israelis
most nakedly every day under the protection of USA and UK. The
European Parliament remains silent.

In Bangladesh on the other hand though there may have been
some excesses here and there while the joint raid are trying their
best to protect the human rights of the general citizens. That the
citizens in general are heaving a sigh of relief from insecurity
and fear is a fact. This year the people are doing their Eid shop-
ping in a relaxed manner and the traders are also trading freely.
In such an operation a few casualties are unavoidable. See
the record of other Western countries including the EU countries
and the USA.

After years of living under the threat of musclemen and other
anti-social elements an effort has been made by the Government
to put things right. Please extend a helping hand to them instead of
playing in to the hands of enemies of civil liberty and rule of law.
PGM
Dhaka
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