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RECOMMI%NDATIONS

Photography
November 17 December 02

Dr. Pierre Claquin holds a solo
photography show titled,
'Surviving Dreams: The
struggling circuses of
Bangladesh', at the gallery of
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka in
the city that remains open from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from
5:00t0 8:00 p.m. everyday.

Art Show

November 20 January 10

A group art exhibition of four young
artists is being held at the American
International School at Baridhara in
the city and remains open daily
throughout the day.

Apparel display
November 22 December 6

An exhibition of dresses and
apparels take place at ARIAL
Centre (Rd. 7), Dhanmondi in the
city. The show is open from 10:00
a.m. t0 9:00 p.m. daily and is open
toall.

Surya Utsav
December 29 January 02
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association arranges one of its
annual events, Surya Utsav (Sun
Festival) as the organisation aims
at showing the participants,
several exciting matters including
the first sunrise of the year 2003,
cultural ceremony of the
indigenous people of the area,
Keokradang at Bandarban
district, Pitha festival and
observation of the night sky
through telescope. Interested
persons are requested to register
names within November 30 at the
office of Bangladesh
Astronomical Association  1/3,
Block-E, Lalmatia, Dhaka Ph:
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The Baily Star

A feast of eastern paintings for western eyes
Contemporary Bangladeshi painting exhibition to be held at Oslo on 2nd December, 2002

FAYZA HAQ

ONTEMPORARY
Bangladeshi paintings led by
Mohammed Kibria, and
followed by the successful artists,
going by overseas and local sale,
Mahmudul Haqg, A. Shakoor, Rokeya
Sultana, Kanak Chanpa Chakma
and Rafi Haqg are due to be exhibited
at Oslo, Norway from 2™ December
this year. The collection is fine indeed
going by the selection of the paintings
as regards the subjects , styles,
colours and presentations.
Mohammad Kibria's "untitled"
etching, 2002, brings in fragments

Mohammad Kibria.
Untitled. Etching

of gray blotches arranged subtly on
a white jagged bar which is criss-
crossed boldly with predominating
lines in horizontal, vertical and
triangular forms that appear like
mini mountains, all combining to
display the modern mind in turmoil.
This bar is held by a backdrop of
dramatic black and outlined by curls
of soft pinkish gray to lend interest to
the composition.

Born in 1929 and educated at the
college of Arts and Crafts, Kolkata,
India, with his higher studies in
Painting and Graphics in Tokyo,
Japan, he has had innumerable solo
and group exhibitions at home and
abroad. His awards include numer-
ous national and international
accolades.

Kibria's forms are gentle and
warm; they exist in a symmetrical
coexistence with space and colour.
He does not make any loud declara-

ridden; each patch of colour
appears to emerge from an inner
drive presenting confidence and
grace. Yes, he has protested
against the memory of 1971 at one
time, and now he has shifted from
the gorgeous outdoor scenes of
Bangladesh, and his colours are
muted wherever necessary. Space
remains a vital part of Kibria's com-
position; he does not only employ it
to gain a depth of volume or a mind-
boggling spread; itis, instead, a part
ofthe meaning of his art.

Mahmudul Haque's "Painting-1",
water colour (1996), brings in nature
that the artist is so enamoured with;

e

arrangement of his composition
where the figures are muted with
vague but necessary outlines, with
the use of bright hues ( which work as
abstracts of emotion or feeling), that
clearly suggest the path that Haque
was taking right from the outset.
Having mastered the art of print
making in mezzotint, etching and
aquatint, when in Japan, till 1982, in
his oil series "Rain" he captures
nature's vital presence. While he
proceeds to use the forms of other
natural objects ( stones, pebbles,
etc.) his abstractions took amore
geometrical form. In this he had
experimented with the inner life of

Mahmudul Haque.
Painting-I. Water colour

this comprises of gray and black
rectangles, placed carefully in the
left forefront along with details in
animal and human forms, that have
been split up and simplified and put
together against a pitch black set-
ting, which is complemented by the
gray-green bars and soft washes in
the centre, alongside it and placed
gently in front in minimal human or
bird shapes is a form of a fish. As
cart can be spotted in this composi-
tion too against a flat pale backdrop.

Born in 1945, Mahmudul Haque
has done his Masters in Fine Arts
from DU, after which he proceeded to
Tsukuba University, Japan. He has
35 solo and numerous solo, national
and international exhibits, both at
home and overseas. He has many
national and international awards to
his credit and is at present a profes-
sor at the Fine Arts Department of
DU, Bangladesh.

Abdus koor.
Rupabaty. Water colour

nature that livens his inanimate
objects. His most recent works have
sweeping brush strokes to create
more dynamism; while his shapes
are angular, a departure from his
square canvases, his colours remain
warm and buoyant, ushering in his
determination to experiment further.

Abdus Shakoor's "Rupoboty",
water colour (2000), has his preoccu-
pation of working with simplified
traditional motifs based on the scroll
paintings such as "Gazir Pat" or
"Manshar Pata". His work contains
romance, reality, life and death in the
presentation of the dark beauty
complete with her "nalak", delicately
but simply done necklace, earrings,
"teep" and v-shaped yellow ribbons.
The vermilion backdrop with matches
the colours of the lips, eyes, and the
large "teep" on the forehead,
includes a bird done in black, blue
and the outlines of the eyes.

a dramatic impact that had once
proved very effective in his works on
the Liberation War of 1971.
Throughout the 80s, he has experi-
mented with numerous mediums
and styles, progressing on to the
90s, when he used the
"Mymensingh Geeitka"( a collection
of ballads), beginning with pictorial
narrative in the manner of medieval
manuscript illustration. He has used
basic colours, traditional decorative
and ornamental designs to frame
his stylized figures. Women, men,
birds, animals and flora are rich
vibrant results of his paintings.
Calligraphy is used in plenty in his

Rkeya Sulataa.
Laura's world. Etching aquatint

work to highlight his compositions.
He goes on adding new phenomena
like "kantha" stitches done by rural
women, and "alpana" with repetitive
designs, reflecting traditional scroll
paintings of the Bangladeshi past.
Sharp raw colours presented in
contrastis his hallmark.

Rokeya Sultana's "Laura's
world", etching aquatint (1991),
brings in Rokeya Sultana's old
preoccupation with her child, for
whom she wants to create a beauti-
ful and decorate it with all the won-
derful elements such as the pink
and gray large butterflies; the deco-
rative gray and white vase bearing
more spindly blue and gray simpli-
fied flowers; a sunburst in pink and
white and the subject presented
complete with an apron, long socks
and cute pointed shoes, a pony tail,
endearing saucer eyes and a sprin-
kle of motifs on the dress, that adorn

clouds and a flowering plant, set
against gray and shades of blue.

In Rokeya's probing of problem-
atic issues, which vary from ecology
to minimizing of women , the artist
turns to their intimate human side in
evocative details. Her interacting
figures look famished and haunted
at times and suggest a spoilt ambi-
ance. Rokeya emphasises on line,
figure and colour, with stress on
human relationship.

Rokeya Sultana, who has done
her MFA from Viswa Bharati Univer-
sity, India, has had seven solo
exhibits and numerous group dis-
plays at home and abroad. Her

Nasreen Begum.
Hanging life. Water colour

awards include several national and
international awards ; she is now an
associate professor at the Institute
of Fine Arts, DU, Bangladesh.
Nasreen Begum's "hanging life",
water colour (2002), brings in the
pain of women's existence in the
simplified crucified-like shape, with
pins and needles on it, done in
gentle washes of ruby-red and paler
pink, progressing to blue and gray at
the bottom. Nasreen Begum, who
makes her work pleasing to the eye
with her magical touch of including
nature, along with human forms,
has included floral motifs on the
woman's dress, and flecks of white
and blue. A delicate rope binds her
sleeves, symbolizing her caged life,
while flowers with red centres gentle
drop away from the figure. The
backdrop is a variation of indigo and
black flecks, while the forefront has
swaying lines and soft, muted pink

did her MFA from the University of
Baroda, Gujrat, India, having done
her BA from the Fine Arts Institute,
DU, Bangladesh. She has had five
solo and numerous group exhibi-
tions at home and overseas. She is
the proud possessor of many
awards from Bangladesh and is now
an assistant professor at the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts, DU.

Kanak Chanpa Chakma, in
"Tribal Women", acrylic (2000),
brings in her favourite subject of
women in the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
has continued with her preoccupa-
tion and passion in this work too . In
this she has brought in an impres-

Kanak Chanpa Chakma.
Tribal women. Acrylic

sionistic figure of a woman, with
heavy silver jewellery at the neck
and hips, with the simple blouse and
"lungi" -- all being done with bold
and sure strokes of blue and sug-
gestion of white. In the backdrop are
the hills of her homeland, presented
in sketches of black and indigo with
an expanse of vermilion graduating
to an empty space in font with a few
bold suggestive gray lines crayon.
Whether delving in drawing or
colours, Kanak Chanpa's work
explore cultural and psychological
aspects, playing with time, and
diffusing its urgency by reverting
back to the timeless cultural heri-
tage of her people, basing her work
on nostalgia. She is committed to
women's emancipation and is also
preoccupied with the conservation
of the ecology of CHT, as she has
witnessed from close quarters the
dislocation and suffering of her

metaphorical, the evocative and in
case, the romantic.

Rafi Haque's "Untitled", print
(2000), has his favourite combina-
tions of geometrical shapes and
sizes, set against beige burnt paper.
Here we see blue rectangles, juxta-
posed with the crescent moon in
olive green crisscrossed with black
with and inclusion of vermilion on its
base; with more triangles, ovular
shapes, semicircles, and printed
works in blue (mentioning various
countries on the globe).

Rafi Haque, born in 1965, has an
MFA from the Institute of Fine Arts,
DU, and has held solo and group

Untitled. Print

exhibitions both at home and
abroad. His awards include ones
from young national and interna-
tional exhibitions.

Rafi Haque began with a slant on
personal sufferings, angst and
despair. His forms and images,
however, are not based on his own
personal contented life but those of
others around him. His work speaks
of intelligent combination of lines
and texture work ; the lines are often
broken or appear as jottings; the
forms are scattered on the surface
while sometimes a figure or a known
object surfaces in the midst of his
composition. His subtle use of
colours ( mainly black, gray, sepia
and burnt sienna, along with yellow
and red at times) provide a soothing
departure from complex forms.

The exhibition should be a vital
window to the superb work done by
three generations of contemporary
painters from our country for west-
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