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B ANGLADESH ARMED FORCES IN NATION BUILDING ROLE [~

’rhe 315t November is the Armed Forces Day. Every nation always has symbols to signify uniqueness in
various fields. 21st November is one such day symbolic ol our united struggle spearheaded by the Armed
Forces. It is a glorious day in the history of Liberation War. On this day in 1971, the valiant members of Army,
Navy and Air Force along with other freedom fighters formed a composite and invincible force and launched
an all-out offensive campaign against the occupation forces. It caused a severe damage to the capability of
occupation forces, whjch expedited our victory. The historic success in bringing a new map surely merits
celebration. Thus 21st November is celebrated by the armed forces in a befitting manner marking the inter-
| services bondage and paying rich tribute to the martyrs and heroes of the liberation war.

The armed forces played the paramount role in the liberation war. After independence the armed forces of the
new nation had to be built from the scratch. The armed forces steadily progressed and with the span of three
decades the Bangladesh Armed Forces have now emerged as a well organized, equipped and trained forces
capable of safeguarding the national sovereignty and independence. After liberation there were some war
ravaged cantonments and eleven poorly equipped infantry battalions. At the same time Air Force had no combat
aircraft nor did the Navy any war ship. The process of rebuilding the Armed Forces was steadily initiated after
the independence. It got momentum during Shaheed Presidnt Ziaur Rahman, and a total restructuring of Armed
Forces was done. The army was raised to five divisions from five brigades. Simultaneously, a number of naval
and air bases were equipped with the modern ships and advanced combat aircraft. Today, the Army has a
formidable size with 7 infantry divisions and a number of independent brigades. Similarly, today Navy has a
number of modern frigates, missile boats, mine sweepers, etc. Air Force also has a number of fighter, helicopter
and transport squadrons along with air defence radar unit to carry out its mission. Defence Services Command
and Staff College (DSCSC) was established in 1977 to train the mid-level officers of three services, The process
continued and a number of higher academic institutions like Military Institute of Science and Technology
(MIST), National Defence College (NDC) and Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC) have been established.
These institutions have earned international reputation and every year a large number of foreign students are
attending courses in these institutions.

The armed forces have been doing commendable job both in national and international arena. The Armed
Forces are deployed within the country in yarious duties round the year. The role of Armed Forces in making |
peace at Chittagong Hill Tracts and maintaining law and order during the last national election have already ket )

earned praise of all. The recent deployment of Armed Forces in aid of civil power to arrest the deteriorating law ol < | a am m
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and order situation has also been welcomed by all section of the people.

The armed forces are always prepared for their primary fask of defending the country from any external
aggression. But as its secondary task, the armed forces play a great role in nation building activities. Ban gladesh
Army is running a few projects to construct and repair roads in the hill tracts areas including the 80 kilometer
long Cox's Bazar-Teknaf Marine Drive. Armed forces play a coptributory role in socio-economic field too. It
laid its active support in implementing the Abason project of the Government for the destitutes. Bangladesh
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| - Bangladesh Armed Forces are always prepared to safeguard the national sovereignty and territorial integrity / 4 /
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