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Solo Water

Colour Exhibition
November 15- 22

Artist S. Helaluddin holds a solo
watercolour painting exhibition at
Divine Art Gallery at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel in the city. The
show remains open everyday from
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and is open
toall.

Begum Selima Rahman, State
Minister, Cultural Affaires, earlier
inaugurated the exhibition with the
presence of H.E. Hu Qian Wen,
Chinese Ambassador in
Bangladesh and artist Mahmudul
Haque who presided over the
inaugural ceremony.

Leonid Meteor
Shower Camp

November 19

A unique event that of meteor
shower observation will be held
after midnight, from 2:00 a.m. fill
before sunrise, upon the deck of
M.V. Abashar, a cruise launch on
river Shitalakhya and Meghna.

The eventis being organised by
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association and The Guide Tours
Ltd. Interested persons are
requested to contact at phone no:
0171-187555.

Photography
November 17 December 02

Dr. Pierre Claquin holds a solo
photography show titled, 'Surviving
Dreams: The struggling circuses of
Bangladesh', at the gallery of
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka in the
city that remains open from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 5:00 to
8:00 p.m. everyday.

Surya Utsav
December 29 January 02
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association arranges one of its
annual events, Surya Utsav (Sun
Festival) as the organisation aims
at showing the participants, several
exciting matters including the first
sunrise of the year 2003, cultural
ceremony of the indigenous people
of the area, Keokradang at
Bandarban district, Pitha festival
and observation of the night sky
through telescope. Interested
persons are requested to register
names within November 30 at the
office of Bangladesh Astronomical
Association 1/3, Block-E, Lalmatia,
Dhaka Ph:0171-187555.
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From haute couture to holding up the heritage

Uttom Ghosh's premiere of "Bibir jogot" at Alliance Francaise

FAYZAHAQ

documentary of just 45
minutes, on a subject as
already well-known as Bibi

Russell, can still have an impact.
"Bibir Jogot" made by Uttom Ghosh
mesmerized the five hundred
onlookers who were seated,
standing and even sitting cross -
legged and crouched , recently at
the Alliance Francaise. What was
the fantasia that they were watching
which had caste such a spell on
them? It was the artistic
presentation of a story of someone
who was today a UNESCO
ambassador . Yes there are stories
whispered in this city about Bibi
Russell, but which famous person
has no story about him/her
circulated hither thitherand yonin a
gossipy environment of Dhaka?
Today someone like Bibi Russell is
continuing with designing overseas,
having done her exercise with
international modelling herself and
having nearly completed her
responsibilities as a mother of two
sons.

Talking about the motivation for
making the film, Uttom says that
basically he is a theatre person, with
his education at Santineketan in
acting. It is Rabindranath Tagore
and Satyajit Ray whom he has
always kept in mind. As a part -time
painter and musician and a free-
lance journalist with papers like
"Jono Kontho", "Bhorer Kagoj" etc,
he had felt that he must do
something for the local heritage
which is being swiftly swept aside
with the inevitable progress of
industrialization and
mechanization. He felt that with his
limited income of sale of folk art
inspired paintings he should hold
the interest of the present
generation as regards our rich
past. His aim was not only
Bangladesh but as far and wide as
possible and probable. He had
come across Bibi Russell's work
while concentrating on the revival of
our folk arts and crafts ; he now
wanted to portray the positive work
in the country instead of the run of
the mill overseas image of that of a
nation of floods and famine.

Dwelling on why he chose Bibi

Russell as his subject matter rather

than any other individual who was

working towards the same end,
Ghosh says that he was currently
concerned with women's rights both
at home and overseas. He wanted
to drive home the fact that women
are working side by side with men
and deserve equal recognition the
world over. Ghosh felt that no male
was working towards the cloth
weaving industry in the manner that
Bibi is currently doing, despite her
many other engagements. Based
on this admiration the film took its
shape.

Talking about where he intended
to take his film, Ghosh says " | have
basically made the film aimed first at
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my own country ; the young genera-
tion are not fully aware of our cul-
ture; we are accepting the western
culture like some starved animal but
I'm pained that we our losing sight of
our own rich past: | want to show
that Bibi is doing this splendid work
; hopefully, with time | will someday
be able to take the film overseas
too. | want to erase the negative
image of our country that has been
implanted in the minds . There isn't
just deprived sex-workers' children
selling flowers in the streets or the
overwhelming downpours and
ensuing in poverty and consequen-
tial hunger and deprivation envelop-
ing this so called 'Third world coun-

A scene from the catwalk video included in the documentary

try' . We are definitely not just ' a
bottomless basket' as Henry
Kissinger had once commented.
Sure, there are the unavoidable
natural calamities but there is more
to it than that here in Bangladesh. |
would like to drive home the point
that too much of the negative
aspects of our country that has
been projected overseas. Whatever
writing that is often done are left in
libraries and consumed only by the
intellectuals and seldom reach the
common stream.

" When | travelled abroad there
was this vile depiction and concep-
tion of mass hunger and poverty;
political discontentment and social
inequalities. | felt like taking a dis-
kette of the beautiful things that we
find in our own country and banging
it in some computer which, if only |
could, would focus on and relay the
wonderful aspects of our eastern
culture and heritage. Why should
our own papers present only kid-
napping, rape, murder, acid throw-
ing on women on the front pages
and not something tranquil along-
side that ? | know these matters are
vital to bring home to the people but
there are pleasant sides of our life
too which do not get the same
highlighting, | feel. | know this is
easy to say but difficult to do but
nevertheless one has one's right to
have one's own hopes and aspira-
tions as this is supposed to be a free
country where people can think
aloud. My film is a matter of thinking
aloud. It is a pity that I'm born at
such a time that even though we
have driven away the British and the
'Pakis’ there is still no respite in
mass discontentment in our coun-
try. | refuse to believe that our gov-
ernments have been doing their
level best, no matter who comes
into power. Overseas too there is
one turmoil after another and | want
people not to be flummoxed and
overwhelmed by this all."

Touching on his experience of
the film world, Ghosh says that he
has grown up seeing Satyaijit Ray's
films; during his birthday his parents
gave him portraits and books on this
great film maker. He says that his
knowledge on the film world is
limited even though he has studied
as far as Renoir's "nouvelle vague";
he has done various workshops on
films at different places both at
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Kolkata, and Dhaka ( at the Goethe
Institut and the Rainbow Film Asso-
ciation ) in1999 and 2000, which
includes the one where Buddha
Dev Dasgupta was the main guide.
What Dasgupta explained about
complex aspects of film making
gave me the incentive in this field.
Ghosh says, "Again, | keep in touch
with all the various happenings of
the Lumiere Film Institute, Paris and
join their various workshops. He
gleaned considerable information
for film making. Again, the Nobel
prize winner Amartya Sen's daugh-
ter, Nandana Dev Sen, who lives in
India encouraged me furthermore.
She sends me the necessary
books and videos and we discuss
problems that arise in film making ,
along with others fields of art. My
friends are all culturally inclined and
lend me the moral support without
which | couldn't have come this far.
Rithwick Ghotok's son, Ripon, from
Kolkata,( who has four documen-
tary films to his own credit) has also
helped me in this context.'

In his film on Bibi Russell he has
tried to bring in the past, present
and future of the ex- international
model and presently a designer and
social worker along with comments
of her life and work by several
authorities on culture. The subject
of folk culture preservation is a
vast one, in Ghosh's conception,
which he has tried to capture
through his Beta form camera. "I
have used the ideas of Tidananda
Das Gupta, a film maker whom I'd
met at Santiniketan, who gave me
the guide lines of documentary
making, in exchange of which | sung
various Bangladeshi folks songs
such as 'bhawaiyya' and 'marfati' for
him." He has used two camera men
in his work viz. Polok Rahman who
worked in ETV, and Mukta, who
once worked in "Contact Media".
He was forced to working with junior
photographers as more experi-
enced hands wouldn't help him out.

Ghosh, in his film has tried to
depict how Bibi Russell is progress-
ing with her laudable projects while
being conscious of her past fame.
He has included some photographs
from her past and the fashion shows
that she has choreographed over-
seas. The background music that
has been used is based on
Rabindranath's "Jagote Ananda

Uttom Ghosh,the maker of "Bibir Jogot"

jogge amar nimontron" at the begin-
ning. The music with the modelling,
incidentally, had been composed by
him. Later, he used the words of
fiction writer Selina Hussain (who
said that Bibi Russell was one of her
favourite personalities who is now
working to preserve the local "taat"
industry and present it at for inspec-
tion by foreign eyes and the recent
Bibi Russell fashion show in South
Africa footings had been used for
this while the catwalk was con-
ducted with local background music
of Bangladesh such as Lalon
Shah's song "Shob lokey koi Lalon
ki jat shongsharey"). The well-
known actress Najma Anwar( who
has know the subject of the film
since her childhood next spoke
about Bibi Russell's family back-
ground , such as the home where
"Chhaya Naut" originated) and her
present preoccupation with the
weavers all over Bangladesh and
the impact Shoilil Guho, Bibi's guru
had on her (with shots from the
actual work in progress). Next came
the renowned economist Dr. Anisur
Rahman (who also spoke about
Bibi's enlightened family origin and
the role the family played in the
Liberation War; this was along with
his statement that cultural events

should have more focus in media
here and abroad, addressing the
owners of these media).Finally, Bibi
Russell's mother, Mrs Shamsur
Rahman concluded the film by
saying that the subject of the docu-
mentary now belonged to the entire
world and not her alone), the
Tangail weaving expert Montu
Basak, and the French ambassador
to Bangladesh Michel Lummaux.
These personalities all spoke on
Bibi Russell. Ghosh has tried to
make this documentary in nouveau
angle by including the "novelle
vague" concept.

Bibi Russell has been presented
as stepping forward since the time
she returned from her training in
London in her youth. Some of her
own modelling pictures have been
used. The backdrop used the key
word of "nimontron" so that one is
aware of the invitation to watch the
progress and achievements of the
subject of the film.

Ghosh says that his future plans
include presenting the positive
projection of Islamic culture, partic-
ularly that of the Iranians .One came
away from the film have sat through
spell-bound, when usually local
documentaries are not that mind -
expanding.
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