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3 to die for
murder in
Comilla

UNB, Comilla

A court here yesterday awarded
death sentence to three people for
killing an auto-rickshaw driver in
1998.

The convicts are Swapan Mia of
Chouddagram upazila, Jasim of
Charfashion upazila in Bhola and
Mohammad Selim of Kochua
upazilain Chandpur.

According to the prosecution, the
accused hired an auto-rickshaw
from Chittagong and slaughtered its
driver Ismail Hossain, son of Abdul
Wadud of Champak Nagar village in
Sadar upazila on November 6, 1998
when the three-wheelers reached
Ratanpur village in Chouddagram.
The criminals also took away the
auto-rickshaw.

Later, local people caught the
criminals and handed them over to
police.

After examining records and
witnesses, Additional Sessions
Judge Mohammad Ansar Ali found
them guilty of murder and pro-
nounced the judgement.

Death threat to
family of BSS
Netrakona
correspondent

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Armed criminals of a local crime
cartel issued death threat to the
family of a journalist following
publication of a news item on their
illegal activities.

Police and eyewitnesses said
Tuhin and Shaheen, two leaders of
the local 'Engine Bahini' waylaid the
wife and children of BSS Netrakona
correspondent Faqrul Haque at Old
Court Road here Friday noon while
they were going to the Netrakona
Government Girls' High School in a
rickshaw.

The two men told Fagrul's wife
that they would kill her and her
husband and kidnap their daughter
in retaliation for a report by Faqrul
on the activites of the Engine
Bahini.

National news agency BSS
recently circulated a news item on
the Engine Bahini. The report was
carried by a number of newspapers.

Sources said Tuhin and
Shaheen are two notorious crimi-
nals of the district. Shaheen, an
armed cadre of Jubo League, was
released from jail a few years ago
after serving a life-term for the
murder of a local college student
Kabir at Muktarpara Bridge in the
town. Tuhin is also accused in
several criminal cases and involved
intheftand robbery.

A general diary was recorded
with Netrakona Sadar Police station

in this connection. None was
arrested.

Licensed arms
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Asking not to be named, he said that
he and his colleagues believed that
political leaders played the key role
inthe 'licence scandal'.

Meanwhile, the government
yesterday extended the deadline for
surrender of licensed arms till
November 21. The earlier fixed
deadline was November 15.

Officials at different police sta-
tions in the city told this correspon-
dent they believed that thousands of
the so-called 'licensed' firearms
would remain ‘'unaccounted for'
despite the on going surrender of
legally owned arms.

They pointed out that many of
these licencees failed to deposit
their arms before the parliamentary
election in October last year and the
government cancelled thousands of
licences. Each police station was
given a list of the licencees' names
and addresses and asked to find out
them and seize the arms.

In Mohammadpur area of the
city, about 800 firearms were to be
recovered. But none of those could
be recovered as the licences were
acquired in false names and
addresses, police sources said.

They also said that most of the
licencees never followed the rules
for possessing firearms. They did
not care to inform the police about
address changes.

In this context, they mentioned
that there are people who obtained
arms licences in Thakurgaon and
settled in Dhaka several years ago.
But they never informed the local
police about this, although it is
mandatory. Now the same persons
were coming to deposit arms with
the city police stations, they added.

In the 10 days following the
November 5 government order for
surrender of licensed arms, 11,291
arms were deposited with the police
stations in the capital, 3523 in
Khulna district, 1928 in Barisal
Division, 1815 in Sylhet, 688 in
Kushtia, 598 in Pabna, 254 in
Chuadanga, 395 in Patuakhali and
128 in Magura districts, according
to the latest official figures.

Officials said the government
would go for tough action against
those who would fail to surrender
their arms by the fresh deadline.
The authorities would not only
cancel their licenses but also issue
arrestwarrant against them.

Vigarunnisa varsity stand-off
Students, guardians

to submit memo
to PM today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One hundred and thirty-three stu-
dents of the now closed Vigarunnisa
University (VU) and their guardians
will submit a memorandum to the
prime minister today demanding
reopening of the university.

They will stage a demonstration
in front of the Viquarunnisa Noon
School and College (VNSC) at 1 pm
today, defying the VNSC authorities'
prohibition. Then they will march to
the prime minister's office in a
procession to submit the memoran-
dum.

The VNSC Guardians' Forum
has also expressed solidarity with
them and will join the demonstra-
tion, an organiser, Nazmul Haq, told
this correspondent yesterday.

The agitating students and
guardians would go on a fast-unto-
death if the government does not
take any step to reopen the univer-
sity within a week.

Meanwhile, following the univer-
sity authorities' petition, the Joint
District Judge's Court-1, Dhaka
issued a show-cause notice on the
VNSC governing body yesterday
asking it to explain by December 1
why punitive action would not be
taken against it for violating court

order, VU Registrar Abdus Sattar
told The Daily Star.

Earlier on November 5, the court
had issued an injunction on the
VNSC governing body asking it not
to obstruct academic activities of the
university. The injunction followed a
petition by the university authorities.

The authorities then announced
that classes of the university would
resume on November 10 on the
VNSC compound. But defying the
court order, the VNSC authorities
were obstructing this till yesterday.

The VU stand-off turned a two-
pronged one with the students and
guardians agitating and the univer-
sity authorities seeking legal action
after their peaceful demand over the
last two months for reopening of the
university yielded no result.

When contacted, the VU regis-
trar said they would file a case
seeking a court order on the govern-
ing body of the VNSC not to further
obstruct the students, teachers and
officials from entering the university.

The VNSC governing body
‘closed' the university on September
13 alleging irregularities in transfer-
ring VNSC land and funds for estab-
lishment of the university.

Sangu pipeline
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"Sangu has successfully undergone
a seven-day test run before it
started producing up to 180mmcfd
gas for Chittagong," the official had
also said.

The 45-km offshore pipeline
faces the danger of a breakdown at
a critical point. Sources said a 20-
to-26 metre stretch of the pipeline is
precariously wobbling in the Bay
without any support.

A top Petrobangla official said
the soil in the seabed near the
Sangu gas field platform just below
the pipeline has shifted due to a
severe storm, leaving the pipeline
dangling dangerously in water. "The
pipeline is not going to break down
right now, but should there be any
big storm in the Bay, there is a
serious risk of a breakdown," he
said

At a meeting at the energy minis-
try yesterday, Petrobangla officials
put down the critical condition of the
pipeline to its design flaws. "A costly
pipeline like this is not supposed to
become so vulnerable within four
years of operation," pointed out a
Petrobangla official.

Shell officials said during the
early days of operation, a severe
storm had taken its toll on the sea
bed. Besides, the oil companies
while designing the pipeline could
not properly measure the strength of
the underwater current.

The meeting also weighed
options to avert suspension of
Sangu gas for two weeks, with
Petrobangla suggesting that a by-

pass pipeline might be laid down.
But Shell ruled it out.

Shell will replace 40 metres of
the pipeline although some 20-to-
26-metre stretch of the pipeline is
damaged.

"We've told Shell to start the work
between February 10 and 15 and
keep us posted about the work
schedule so that we can plan how to
handle the situation," State Minister
for Petroleum and Mineral
Resources AKM Mosharraf Hossain
told The Daily Star yesterday.

Petrobangla would provide an
alternative arrangement so long as
Sangu gas supply remained sus-
pended. "We have chosen mid-
February for the repairs since this is
the time when the gas demand is the
lowest," said another Petrobangla
official.

The meeting also decided that
Petrobangla would negotiate with
three of the four major consumers of
Sangu gas in the Chittagong region
to put their productions on hold at
the time of repairs, meeting sources
said. The four major consumers of
Sangu gas are Chittagong Urea
Fertiliser Ltd. (CUFL), KAFCO, two
220 MW Raozan power stations and
Karnaphuli Paper Mill.

The state minister however said
they are yet to decide who these
three consumers would be. "Usu-
ally, some of these units go for a
shutdown at a certain period of a
year for maintenance. We would try
to sequence that with the pipeline
reconstruction."

11 BNP men picked up
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nal' Abdus Salu along with an LG
and another person -- Mostafa
Kamal.

The army also arrested one
Abdus Salam, a fugitive bearing life-
term for murder from Razanagar in
Rangunia in Chittagong. He is
reportedly a BNP activist and loyal
to Prime Minister's Parliamentary
Affairs Adviser Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury. Another BNP activist --
Anwarul Islam-- was arrested from
Zafarnagar in Shitakundu.

With these, the number of people
arrested in Chittagong and Cox's
Bazar districts is now 387 and that of
recovered illegal firearms is 105
since launch of the army drive on
October 17.

The firearms include AK47 and
M-16. Of the arms, 50 have been
recovered from Cox's Bazar and 55
from Chittagong city and the 26
thanas in the district.

During the last 24 hours ending
at 8:00am yesterday, the army
arrested 100 people including 16
'listed criminals' from different parts
ofthe country.

They also seized 50 firearms
including 14 pistols, 12 shotguns,
six revolvers, nine pipe guns and
136 bullets during the period. Of
these, five firearms including four
revolvers were recovered from
Dhaka city.

The number of people arrested
by army since launch of the crack-
down is 5872. They include 1482
'listed’, 4190 non-listed and 200
suspected criminals. The army also
seized 908 firearms along with
23,165 bullets.

The police headquarters in the
city in a press release yesterday
said they arrested 1,395 people
including five 'identified criminals'
from different parts of the country
during the last 24 hours ending at
6:00am yesterday.

Our staff correspondent in
Khulna reported that the army-led
joint forces seized a cargo boat
loaded with 600 tonnes of smuggled
Indian rice and a trawler on Friday
and arrested nine people.

The officer-in-charge of Dakop
police station and coast guards said
they suspect that the rice was being
sent to two alleged smugglers Sunil
Kumar and Jaganath in Dakop. The
cargo boat has no route permit.

The arrested are Enayetullah,
master of the cargo boat and Akram,

Nazmul, Abdul Latif, Motalleb,
Lashkar Ohid Sheikh, Mostafa,
Khaliland Kalam.

Sharif and Brothers, a business
firm based in Dhaka, is the owner of
the cargo boat and Tanvir Enterprise
of Noapara in Jessore is the
importer.

The cargo boat had anchored at
Chunkurli on Thursday night on its
way to Mongla port, police said.

Our Jhenidah correspondent
reported that five people wanted in
two murder cases were arrested
from the town yesterday. They are
Akbar Ali, Ali Hossain, Sukur Ali,
Bollek Hossain and Nurul Munshi of
Harinakunda upalia. Of them Akbar
is wanted in a murder case and the
rest four are wanted in Surat Ali and
Jhumur murder cases.

The joint forces arrested four
people in Madaripur. They are
Kalam Kazi, chairman of Nagerpara
Union Parishad, Selim Melkar, 35,
Shahin Sarder, 30, and Sujon, 25 of
Naria upazila.

Our Barisal correspondent
reported that 'listed criminal' Aminul
Islam Swapon alias Kala Swapon,
joint secretary of Barguna district
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) was
arrested from a night coach at
Dapdapia ferry ghat. Swapon is
wanted in several criminal cases.
He had taken shelter in the capital
after launch of the army crackdown.
He was returning home.

Our Kushtia correspondent
reported that army arrested three
persons including 'listed criminal’
Sariful Islam of Mahiskundi village in
Daulatpur upazila.

In Bogra, an army team raided
the house of 'listed criminal' Biplob
in Chalksutrapur area in the town
and recovered a shutter gun along
with three bullets. Not finding
Biplob, the army took into custody
his father Anisur Rahman, a retired
army sergeant.

In Lalmonirhat, joint forces
arrested 48 people from different
parts of the district since beginning
of the army drive. Of them, 15 are
activists of Awami League and its
student front Chhatra League and
eight of BNP and its student front
JCD, our correspondent reported
yesterday.

Twenty-nine people have been
arrested in Patuakhali since begin-
ning of the drive.

Multiple arms
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requirement for the issuance of an
armslicence.

The official said the major prob-
lem right now is to carry out drives in
connection with the licences issued
with false addresses. The Home
Ministry, however, have cancelled
the licences issued with false
addresses.

The present BNP government
issued licence of 48 arms during the
lastone year.

Tinni's dress
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Earlier yesterday, Syed Rezaul
Karim, uncle of the model, and her
father-in-law Sahadat Hossain
went to the police station and
identified the garments of the
unknown young woman as Tinni's.
They were also shown pictures of
the body, which they confirmed to
be hers.

The uncle was allowed to leave
the police station after interroga-
tion, while the father-in-law was
being questioned till filing this
report at 10:00 last night.

Piyal surrendered at about
9:15pm. Police said the model's
body might be exhumed for inves-
tigation.

They also said they would also
question some influential people
including a former lawmaker who
had relationship with the model.
Police also quizzed some film
directors and producers in con-
nection with Tinni's death.

Earlier on Friday, Tinni's uncle
contacted the Dhanmondi Police
Station after a picture of a body of
a young woman was published in
a newspaper on the same day.
The uncle claimed that the woman
in the picture was Tinni.

Tinni came into limelight after
modelling for a TV commercial.
She also starred in a drama serial
and signed up for seven films.

y .
PM’s iftar party
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president.

However, leaders of some smaller
opposition parties attended yester-
day's iftar. They include Rawshan
Ershad of the Jatiya Party (Ershad),
Anwar Hossain Manju of his faction of
the Jatiya Party, Abdul Kader Siddiqui
of the Krishak Sramik Janata
League, Dr Kamal Hossain and
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik of the Gano
Forum, ASM Abdur Rob, Nur-e-Alam
Ziku and Hasanul Huq Inu of the JSD
and Zamir Ali of the Muslim League.

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar,
ministers, MPs and leaders of the
ruling coalition attended it.

Former chief adviser of the
caretaker government Latifur
Rahman and a number of other
advisers also attended the iftar

party.

Kalindi jetty
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started constructing the jetty. When
the BDR objected to the construc-
tion. A group of BSF men of the
South 24 Pargana Camp fired
hundreds of gunshots at the
Koikhali BoP at the Shamnagar
Thana at about 11:00pm on Friday
night, a BDR official said. The firing
again started at 7:00am yesterday
morning. The BDR retaliated both
the attacks.

The situation along the 238-km
border with India at Satkhira was
tense and many villagers fled
homes fearing further escalation of
attack.

BDR and BSF troops are in high
alert with heavy weapons and have
asked villagers to take shelter in
safe zones, local people said.

In another incident, BSF forces
of North 24 Pargana Camp fired on
the Bhomra BoP near the Bhomra
Land Port under Sadar Thana at
around 11:00pm Friday night. BDR
troops reiterated the attack, too.

Atin-shed forest office at Koikhali
was damaged in BSF firing.

Lt. Col. Ramzan Ali said the BDR
has sent a strongly worded protest
letter to the BSF. He said the BDR
and the BSF will hold a flag meeting
today to discuss the incidents.

Hasina’s tour
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1983 Hasina along with the two
others had planned to oust HM
Ershad from power through vio-
lence.

They had planned that a proces-
sion would be brought out from the
Dhaka University campus and
police would open fire on it. Some
students would be killed or injured
and an anti-Ershad movement
would getintensified.

Accordingly, on February 14 in
that year, a procession was brought
out from the Aparajeyo Bangla at
Dhaka University at about 10am. As
the procession reached the Doel
Chattar, the then SP Hafizur
Rahman Laskar fired on it, killing
two students Joynal and Zafar, the
complaint said.

The complainant also claimed
that he collected evidences from
Rentu's book regarding involvement
of Hasina and the two others in the
incident.

Earlier, following a petition by the
complainant, the CMM's court on
November 10 had directed the OC
of Ramna thana to update the court
oninvestigation into the case.

L

PHOTO: PID

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia offers munajat at an Iftar party hosted by her for political leaders and MPs at
Prodhanmontri Bhaban in the city yesterday.

Musharraf sworn in as President
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Musharraf was sworn in by the chief
justice of the Supreme Court, which
had legitimised his rule in the last
three years but asked him to hold
elections.

The general election was contro-
versial as key figures, including
Sharif and another former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto, were
barred from contesting.

The pro-military Pakistan Muslim
League secured most seats 118 --
but not enough to rule alone. It has
been trying to form a coalition with
an alliance of six right-wing Islamic
parties that fought on a strong anti-
US platform.

"General Pervez Musharraf has
entered upon the office of the presi-
dent of Pakistan under the constitu-
tion of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan," said a proclamation read
out after the oath-taking ceremony
at the presidential palace. Chief
Justice Riaz Sheikh administered
the oath to Musharraf.

Musharraf's oath-taking was in
defiance of tradition, under which
the president is normally sworn in
before the national assembly, after
having been chosen by an electoral
college of MPs and senators,
reports AFP.

Late Friday Musharraf revived
most of the constitution, replete with
controversial amendments he
introduced in August.

However he has temporarily
withheld the crucial Article 64,
banning party defections and floor-
crossing, opening the way for dis-

senting opposition MPs to vote in
favour of pro-military parties and
give them the 172-seat majority
needed to form a government.

Just after midnight he issued a
"Removal of Difficulties" decree
awarding himself sweeping powers
to keep bringing in laws and amend-
ing the new constitution to ensure
that its amendments, which place
the new parliament under him and
the military, are brought into effect.

The inauguration ceremony
could be stymied by opposition
parties who have threatened to
refuse to take an oath under the
amended constitution.

A leader of the Islamic alliance,
which holds the balance of power in
the hung parliament, said the
Islamic parties would reject the
constitution if it contained controver-
sialamendments.

"We will only take oath under the
1973 constitution," Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, one of two candidates for
prime minister and chief of the
hardline Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI) party, told reporters.

"If the controversial (amend-
ments) are made part of the consti-
tution, we will reject it on the floor of

the assembly tomorrow."
The powers invested in the
"Removal of Difficulty Order"

become active if "no single political
party has a clear majority in the
parliament," and if parties "arrive at
a consensus which may necessitate
amendments in the law and the
constitution," the order said.

The pro-military parties are

counting on some 20 opposition
legislators to vote in their favour to
give them the required majority in
the hung parliament.

So far 13 members of former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto's
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) have
broken ranks and declared they will
support a "government of national
consensus," the term used for an
alliance with the pro-government
parties.

The PPP is waiting to see
whether those 13 actually cross the
floor of the house before deciding
whether to take disciplinary action
againstthem.

Meanwhile, Pakistan's national
parliament, the first civilian assem-
bly since a 1999 coup, was sworn in
yesterday.

Former parliamentary Speaker
Elahi Bux Soomro administered an
oath under the constitution, which
was partially restored in amended
form late Friday, to 334 legislators
elected to the 342-seat national
assembly.

Several MPs interrupted the
Speaker immediately before the
swearing-in to declare that they
would not take the oath under the
amended constitution.

However Speaker Soomro
convinced them that the oath
remained exactly the same, despite
amendments in the body of the
constitution, and the oath-taking
went ahead.

PHOTO: STAR

Army recovered arms, ammunition and liquor from different parts of the city including Lalbagh, Khilgaon and
Cantonment areas yesterday. The photo was taken from the Bashundhara army camp in the city.

Save Gulshan lake
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Chowdhury, the programme was
also addressed by Environment
Secretary Sabihuddin Ahmed, dean
of the architecture department of
BUET Professor Nizam Uddin, Feroj
M Hasan of Baridhara Society and
Saiful Islam, a Gulshan resident.

The environment secretary
assured full support of the environ-
ment ministry.

Earlier on June 19, the prime
minister instructed the Housing and
Public Works ministry and the Rajuk
to take immediate steps for demarca-
tion and declare the lake area as
'project area’. But the authorities
failed todo so.

At the seminar, architect Igbal
Habib of Vitti Sthapati Brinda pre-
sented akeynote paper.

He enumerated five processes as
the 'agents of lake destruction'.
These include eutrophication, sedi-
mentation, acidification, toxic con-
tamination and encroachment. The
keynote paper said all these factors
are actively contributing to the
destruction of Gulshan lake.

In the last twenty years in the
name of building roads or walkways
around the lake, at least three times
new plots were created in the wet-
land, the paper said. Each time the
plots adjoined the original edge of the
lakeshore, itadded.

Igbal Habib urged the authorities
to cease all previous allocation in the
lake side area, until demarcation is
completed.

The architect of the Vitti, who had
handled the Dhanmondi lake devel-
opment project, however, set a six-

pointrecommendation to forward.

The recommendations included
the immediate demarcation of all
water bodies of the country including
the lakes, launching an immediate
action plan under the environment
ministry for developing the city lakes
and initiating a comprehensive
programme for lake protection with
the help of public participation.

30-yr RI

FROM PAGE 12
absconding since the killing.
Masum, the then joint secretary
of the city unit of JCD and former
vice president of students union of
the New Government Degree
College, was killed on November
15, 1999. The incident was a sequel
to intra- organisation feud.
The JCD leader was hacked with
sharp weapons while he was lead-
ing a procession in Kajihata area of
the city. He succumbed to his inju-
ries at the Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital (RMCH) a few hours later.
The victim's brother filed a case with
the Rajpara Police Station in the
city, accusing the six persons.
Charge sheet in the case was
submitted on January 31, 2000.
Assistant Public Prosecutor
Mosharraf Hossain Bulbul and
advocates Murad Hossain Khan
and Mansur Rahman represented
the state in the case. Advocates
Ashraf Ali and Ankur Sen stood for
the accused. The state engaged
Advocate Sheikh Md Zahangir Alam
to defend the absconding accused.

Sk Selim,Saber
& Nasim granted

ad- interim bail
UNB, Dhaka

The High Court yesterday granted
ad -interim

bail to Awami League leaders
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim MP,

Saber Hossain Chowdhury and
Bahauddin Nasim.

Former health minister Sheikh
Selim was arrested on October 21

from his Banani residence in
connection with the case for an
attack on the motorcade of the then
opposition leader Khaleda Zia at
Madaripur on June 17,2001..

Saber Chowdhury, arrested on
October 20 from ZIA, was granted
bail in a corruption case.

Bahauddin Nasim was granted
bail in two cases - sedition charge
and dollar smuggling.

300 fall sick
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school where scores of people were
taking treatment.

Some 225 affected people
returned home after taking treat-
ment at the centre till yesterday
evening.

The local health office formed a
five-member medical team, which
has been providing treatment to the
victims.

Residents said hundreds of
people attending "kathin chibor
Dan" festival at the temple had
takenfood .

Lawyers demand
state security
for Hasina

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 1002 lawyers of
Bangladesh Supreme Court and
Dhaka Bar Association yesterday
demanded state security for
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina.

In a statement, the lawyers said
the government's decision not to
exempt Hasina from surrendering
her licensed arms would make her
life vulnerable to insecurity as there
is an open threat to her life.

They also demanded immedi-
ate return of the licensed arms to
Hasina.

The signatories to the state-
ment include Barrister M Amirul
Islam, Barrister Shawkat Ali Khan,
Barrister Shafig Ahmed, Advocate
Mohammad Wazer Faruq,
Barrister Rokon Uddin Mahmud,
Advocate Shahara Khatun,
Advocate Rahmat Ali, Advocate
Momtaz Uddin Ahmed Mehedi and
Advocate Mahbub Alam.

Proceedings of
graft case
against
Alamgir stayed

UNB, Dhaka

The High Court yesterday stayed
the proceedings of the corruption
case filed with Tejgaon police against
Awami League leader Mohiuddin
KhanAlamgir.

The courtalsoissued rule upon the
government to show cause why the
case against Alamgir should not be
quashed.

The order came upon a petition
filed by Alamgir, who faces at least half
adozen criminal cases .

Bureau of Anti- Corruption in its
case said Alamgir, former state minis-
ter for Planning, misappropriated Tk
56.60 crore of Japanese Grant in the
name of ADP allotment for rehabilita-
tion of ammonia plant, environment
preservation and increasing produc-
tion capacity of the Chittagong Urea
Fertiliser Limited.

Our Court Correspondent adds:
The Special Court for Dhaka Division,
yesterday adjourned the hearing of a
graft case against former state minis-
ter for planning Dr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgirtill January 7 next year.

Judge Mohammad Azizul Haq
passed the order following a time
petition by the defence lawyers.

Arms deposit

FROM PAGE 12
year.

Meanwhile, the government has
planned formation of a counter
intelligence of police called Special
Detective Unit of Police to keep an
eye on the activities of the law
enforcing agencies.

A working group headed by an
additional secretary has been
formed to recommend the structure
of the proposed agency. The work-
ing group will submit its report within
three months.

Official sources said the group
yesterday met with LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, who is also the
convenor of the Cabinet Committee
onLaw and Order.

Sources said the planned agency
has been planned as there is no
counter intelligence of police like
that of the army, navy and airforce.

Army corporal
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allegations against the troops would
be taken into account.

According to sources, the corpo-
ral in collusion with Acting Chairman
of Karimganj upazila parishad
Mohammad Kamal Uddin collected
money from the alleged criminals.

The acting UP chairman was
also arrested for his alleged involve-
ment in other criminal activities.

Bhasani

FROM PAGE 12

Leader of the Opposition in parlia-
ment Sheikh Hasina in her message
termed Maulana Bhasani an uncom-
promising leader who devoted his life
for realising the rights of the down-
trodden.

She called upon the countrymen
to follow the ideals of Bhasani and
launch a movement unitedly against
the "repression on the pro-liberation
people and minority groups".

Different social and political
organisations have drawn up various
programmes to observe the day.

They will lay wreaths at the mazar
of Bhasani at Santosh in Tangail
district, offer fateha and hold
Qurankhwani there and arrange
discussion meetings across the
country.

Maulana Bhasani Parishad will
arrange a weeklong photo exhibition,
mass rally and screening of docu-
mentary on Maulana Bhasani at the
Central Shaheed Minarin Dhaka.

Tangail District Association will
hold a discussion at the Jatiya Press
Club at 4:00pm. Environment and
Forest Minister Shajahan Siraj will
attend the meeting as chief guest.

Information Minister Tariqul Islam
will offer fateha at the grave of the late
leader and attend a discussion
meeting on him at Santosh.
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