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Environment-friendly ‘block

brick’ to be introduced

Shahjahan Siraj tells Parliament

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Minister for Environment and
Forest Shahjahan Siraj said the
sovernment is planning to intro-
duce environment-friendly ‘block
brick’ to be produced in the com-
pressed system as a substitute to
brick produced in the traditional
brick kilns.

With a view to protecting the
environment, the government will
also take a decisive stand soon to
phase out the traditional brick
kilns, the minister told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

He was replying to a question
from Dr Dewan Mohammad Sala-
huddin of BNP.

He said the government has
already issued circular to the brick
Kiln owners asking them to strictly
follow the Brick Burning (Contral)
Act, 1989 and (Amendment) Act,
<001 1o contain’ environmental
pollution.

The environment minister said
d nine-member advisory commit-
tee headed by minister-in-charge
of each district or the Member of
Parliament nominated by him has
been formed at the district level to
resolve brick field related issues.

Other members of the com-
mittee are DC and SP of respective
districts, divisional forest officer,
representative of the Department
of Environment, upazila nirbahi
officer, president/general secre-
tary of district brick field owners'
association and president of the
local press club.

Replving to another question
form Golam Mohammad Siraj of
BNP, the minister told the parlia-
ment that the country's total forest
area Is 71,56,550.168 acres, in-
cluding 6,67,170 acres ol rural
lorestry.

UNB adds: Replying to another
question from Mohammad Amzad
Hossain Sarker (BNP-Nilphamari),
the environment minister said
there will be no two-stroke vehi-
cles on the city streets after De-
cember 31 this year.

“To check environment pollu-
tion, we have already taken a
number of steps, including the
banning of two-stoke engines and
use of catalytic converter and
lead-free fuel.”

After several meetings with the
auto-rickshaw owners and drivers,
the government allowed 6,000
two-stroke three-wheelers to ply
the city streets, but there will be
no two-stroke vehicles after De-
cember 31, 2002, Siraj said.

Responding (o a question
about illegal production and use
of white polythene in different
parts of the country, he said the
government took the banning of
polythene as a challenge.

But some unscrupulous people
are still producing thin white
polythene, he said and warned
that the government would take
stringent action against those who
are flouting the rules.

It is very difficult to enforce
laws in the country, Siraj admitted.
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The lottery of the Horlicks-Shaptahik 2000 quiz contest was held at the
Shaptahik 2000 office in the city on Wednesday.

Horlicks-Shaptahik 2000

quiz contest results

STAFF CORRESPONDENNT

The results of the last part of Hor-
licks-Shaptahik 2000 quiz compe-
ution were announced yesterday,
SAys a press release.

A total of 12,129 contestants
took part in the competitions ti-
tled ‘Smart Mother 2002 and
‘Genius Bangladesh 2002 and the
winners wegre selected through
lottery.

Nusrat Jahan of Rajshahi won
the mega prize of 21-inch colour
television in the ‘Smart Mother
2002" competition while Nasrin
Aktar of Chittagong and Arpana
Pal of Mymensingh bagged the
second prize (juicer) and third
prize (sandwich maker) respec-
lively.

In the ‘Genius Bangladesh
2002" competition, Nahiyan Binte
Alam of Dhaka won the mega

prize of Dhaka-Kolkata-Dhaka air
ticket (three) while Arafa Hossain
Yali of Pabna and Sanchita
Mukherjee Hira of Dhaka got the
second prize (a palmtop organ-
iser) and the third prize (a visit to
Fantasy Kingdom with parents)
respectively.

Also awarded are ten other
contestants in  ‘Smart Mother
2002" competition and six others
In ‘Genius Bangladesh 2002’ com-
petition.

The lottery was held at the
Shaptahik 2000 office in the city
on Wednesday. Among others,
Executive Editor of the weekly
Mohsiul Adnan was present on the
occasion.

The award giving ceremony of
the competition will be held at a
city hotel on November 22. The
winners will be informed by mail
ol the details.
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(Statutory Original Jurisdicfion)

Company Matter No, 98 of 2002 |

In the Mafter of

Nofice is hereby given thaot

An application under section 15] (4) of the Companies Act, 1994

and
FLORA LIMITED, 114, Mofijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka.

-Versus

The Regsster, Joint Stock Companies and Firms of B8angladesh,
24-25, Dilkusha Commercial Areq, Dhaka-1000

vUpon an opplication filed by
Petitioner under Section 151({4) of the Companies Act.1994

SK. YEAD ALI, advocate, |
Supreme Court of Bangladesh

S.K. SIKDER, Advocate,
Supreme Court of Banglodesh
Room # 201, 2nd Floor

28, Dilkusha C/A, Dhoka
Phone : 9559971, 9467488
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With the help of all quarters,
the government has succeeded in
banning polythene, he said.

The minister also sought the
cooperation of all so that the use
and production of polythene
could be stopped forever.

By-polls in 2 DCC

wards Dec 18
UNB. Dhaka

By-election in Ward No 44 and 90
of Dhaka City Corporation will be
held on December 18 next,

According to a gazette notifi-
cation of the Election Commis-
sion, the date for submission of
nomination papers to the return-
ing officers is November 20,

It said the last date for scrutiny
of nomination papers is Novem-
ber 21 and that for withdrawal is
November 27,

The Deputy Election Commis-
sioner of Dhaka has been ap-
pointed returning officer while
four district election officers of
Dhaka assistant returning officers
for holding the by-polls.

The two seats of ward commis-
sioner [ell vacant following the
death ol ward commissioners KM
Ahmed Raju and M Shahadat Hos-
sain.

Award ceremony
of essay and
poster contests

The Lions Club of Dhaka South
organised the award ceremony of
the essay contest on ‘Solidarity
and Peace’ and Lions Interna-
tional Peace Poster Contest 2002
on ‘Dream of Peace’, in the cin
recently, says a press release.

The participants of both the
contests were from The Aga Khan
School, Bangladesh International
School, Scholastica and Zias Art
Gallery.

Barrister Mainul Hosein gave
away the awards and certificates
among the winners.

Grameen Phone Ltd, Ittefaq
Group of Publications, Dhaka
Bank Ltd and Nestle Bangladesh
Ltd-sponsored-the eeremony. —— -

The first three winners of Peace
Poster Contest from Scholastica
were Tashnuva Ayesha Haque,
Mahabuba Sudrul and Raisa
Sharmin. And from Zias Art Gal-
lery, the first three winners were
Ifreet Rahima, Samrina Mannan
and Fatema Tuz-Zohra.

The winners of the essay con-
test were Samina Rahman, Syed
Rafiul Hasan and Sharmin Ashraf
of  Bangladesh International
School; Faruq Rifat Bilgis and
Shahmuddin Sadi of The Aga Khan
School; and Subhi Syed Hossain,
Rakshinda Huq, Golam Rezwan
Khan and Subehee Shahrin Ah-
med of Scholastica.

Cultural function
of Step By
Step School

The Step By Step School organised
the annual cultural function at the
Public Library auditorium at
Shahbagh in the city recently to
raise funds for the treatment of
underprivileged Thalassaemia
patients of Dhaka Shishu Hospital,
says a press release.

The schoolchildren partici-
pated in the programme which
was rounded off with a magic
show by Ali Raj.

Sahara Ahmed, headmistress of
the school, and Dr Waqar Khan,
president of Dhaka Shishu Hospi-
tal, Thalassaemia Centre, also
spoke on the occasion.

Death anniversary
UNB, Dhaka

The first death anniversary ol
jounalist Rouful Tasan will be
observed today:.

On the occasion. the Bangla-
desh Sports Journalists Assovia-
tion (BSJA) of which he was 1he
president would arrange a milud
mahfil at National Sporrs Council
gymnasium alter Asr prayvers

Rouful's family will alo ar-
range a milad mahfil ar his resi-
dence at House # 693, Road » 12
Baitul  Aman  Housing  Socion,
Adabar, Shvamoli in the ity alicr
Asr prayers on November 21.

A special correspondent of (e
Bangladesh Observer, Rouful dicd
on November 15 last year at (he
age of 54,

Imtiaz Haider Chy
The first death
danniversary of
Imtiaz  Haider
Choudhury, ex-
Assistant  Vice
President of

Prime Bank and
son of late Eht-
esham Haider
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Choudhury will be observed today
with dug solemnity,

On this occasion, Qurankhwani
and a milad mahfil will be held ai

the deceased's residence after Asar
pravers,

PHOTO: STAR

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina speaks at the Awami League
Parliamentary Party meeting at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban in the city yesterday.

DU admission test
from Jan 17

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Distribution and submission of
forms for admission tests for [irst
year honours classes of Dhaka
University under 2002-2003 aca-
demic year is likely to begin from
December 17 and continue till
January 9, 2003,

The admission test will begin
on January 17,

This was decided primarily at a
meeting of the Deans ol different
laculties yesterday.

The final decision will be taken
in an another meeting of the
Deans on November 23, said a
dean on condition of anonymity.

Yesterday's meeting also de-
cided that the admission test of Ka
unit will be held on February 9,
Kha unit on January 31, Ga unit on
January 17 and Gha unit on Janu-

v 24,

Admission [Or

lorms some

| 4,400 seats will be sold at TK 225

each and have 1o submit the same
to respective faculty offices.
Candidates willing to apply for

admission in Arts and Combined
groups are to collect forms of Kha
and Gha units from the TSC
branch of Janata Bank,

Forms ol Ka unit (Science
group) will be sold at the Curzon
Hall branch of Agrani Bank and Ga
unit (Commerce group) at the
Administrative Building branch of
Sonali Bank.

Candidates having minimum
1150 marks in SSC and 11SC ex-
aminations with at least second
division in both the examinations
arc ehigible to apply for admission
In Kha and Ga units while Ka unit
candidates require 1350 marks.

Candidates who will apply un
der Gha unit require minimum 50
per cent marks in Bengalh and
English in the HSC or equivalent
examinations excluding the grace
marks.

Besides, students from  115¢
Science group will require 1350
marks and lrom Aris and Com-
merce groups 1150 marks to applh
under Gha unit.

World Diabetes Day

observed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World Diabetes Day was observed
yesterday in the country as else-
where in the world.

The main objective of the day
was [0 creale awareness among
the people about the diabetes
disease.

This year the theme of Day was
‘Diabetes is a serious risk for eyes,
control diabetes to avoid the risk
of losing eyesight'.

The Bangladesh Diabetic Sa-
myy and the Ministry of Health
and Family Wellare jointly took up
elaborate programmes to observe
the day.

These included walkathon and
discussion meeting at the National
Press Club.

|‘i1kil'lg part In the discussion as
chief guest, Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain said mass

dwareness 1S needed to control
diabetes.

He said balanced food and cx-
ercise can help a diabetes patient
lead a normal life,

“Five to ten per cent of the total
health budget has been earmarked
for the treatment of diabetic pa-
tients besides improvement of
BIRDEM and other diabetic clinics
at district level” the minister
added.

State Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Amanullah Aman
urged the mass media to play sig-
nificant role in raising awareness
about diabetes among the people.

Presided over by Major General
(Retd) Prof A R Khan, the discus-
sion was participated by Moham-
mad Fazlur Rahman, health sec-
retary, Prol Hazera Mahtab, Prol
AN Azad Khan, Dr Arup Ratan
Chowdhury and Dr Mannan

Kathin Chibar
Dan today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T'he 'National Buddha Grand Con-
vention 2002" and ‘Kathin Chibar
Dan’ will be held in the city with
due religious fervour today, says a
press release,

I'he Bangladesh Buddhist Fed-
eration has drawn up elaborate
programme on the occasion at
Merul Badda International Bud-
dha Bihar in the city.

I'he convention will begin at
J:00 am. The theme of discussion
of this convention is ‘Buddhism,
Sociely and Culture in the context
ol Present Bangladesh’,

I'he Buddha puja will be held

at 11:00 am and ‘Kathin Chibar
Dan at 2:30 pm.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
Ister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan will
attiend the convention as chiel
guest. Vice-President of Bangla-
desh  Sungharaj Vikkhu Ma-
hasabha Pandit Satyapriva Ma-
hathero will preside,

Nabanno Utsab
now on Dec 13

STAIF CORRESPONDENT

[he Jativa Nabanno Utsab, which
wads scheduled for today, will now
be held in the city on December
1 3.

Ihe Jariva Nabanno Utsab
Odjapan Parshad™ 1409 changed
the date of the festival due to
Ramadan, says a press release.

On the occasion, a daylong
programme will be held at Bakul
tala of the Institute of Fine Arts,
Dhaka Universin

Poet Shamsur Rahman will in-
augurate the festival. '

One gets lite
term for murder

B‘;‘\ SIra)gan]

The Additional District and Ses-
sion Judge's Court here yesterday
awarded life term to one Abdus
Salam lor killing a tellow villager in
Chowhali in 1999,

ludge Abu Ahmed Jomadar
also Iined the convict Tk 5000 in
delault, to sulfer six more months

in jail

Painting show

The inaugural ceremony of a solo water
colour exhibition of S Helal Uddin will be
held with State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Begum Selima Rahman as chief
guest. Venue: Divine At Gallery,
Senargaon Hotel. Time: 11,00am.

Indian film show

Zahir Raihan Film Society in
collaboration with the High Commission
of India wil screen two films titled
‘Satyajit Ray, Film-maker and Hari-
Bhar. Venue: High Commission of
India Cultural Centre auditorium,
Salmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. Time:
3.00pmanc u.15pmrespectively.

French film show

Alliance Francaise will screen a French
film titled 'Au revoir les enfants’ directed
by Louis Malle. Venue: Alliance
Francalse auditorium, Dhanmondi.
Time: 6.00pm

Roundtable

Zla Shishu Academy organises a
roundtable on the occasion of one year
of the present government with
Science, Information and
Communication Technology Minister Dr
Abdul Moyeen Khan as chief guest
Venue: La-Luna Chinese Restaurant
Naya Paltan. Time: 2.30pm

Buddhist conference

Bangladesh Buddhist Federation
organises a national Buddhist
conference with LGRD and Co-
operatives Minister Abdul Mannan
nulyan as chief guest
International Buddhist Monastery
Merul Badda. Time: 3.3(

UEﬂuE

4 [ ey e
e o Nl o | )

Wy
o P SR T M AR
'

TOMORROW

Film show

Zahir Raihan Film Society in
collaboration with the High Commission
of India will screen a2 fim titled
Zubeidaa'. Venue: High Commission of
India Cultural Centre auditorium,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. Time:
6.15pm.

Seminar

City University organises a seminar on
‘Higher Education: Perspective
Bangladesh’ with Education Minister Dr
Osman Farruk as chief guest. Venue:
Hotel Sheraton. Time: 3.30pm.

Conference

The first conference of UNESCO-
BAFED Researchers Forum for
gissemination of educational research
on Basic Education will be held.

Venue: IDB Bhaban, Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar.

Launching ceremony

The launching ceremony of 2 web portal
on egucation by Weeny Soft Lid will be
held. Venue; IDB Bhaban, Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar. Time: 10.00am.

Presentation

Remians Business and Professional
Forum organises a presentation on ‘The
akes of Dhaka City- an analytical
overview of a critical component of our
urban resources’. Venue: BRAC Centre
INN, Mohakhali. Time: 2 30om

Workshop
A day-long workshop on 'Noise poflution
nd our role’
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5-member JS panel of

chairmen nominate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

I'he Speaker of the Jatya Sangsad
yesterday nominated a five-
member panel of chairmen to
preside over the 5th session of the

dth-pariiament in-absence -of~the

Spedker and the Deputy Speaker
[he nomination was made as
2] fht.‘ article 1_’ (1) « Frhr.- H'.J:r S Ol

Procedures

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar an
nounced the name of the panel ol
chairmen In the first SILTINE O the
oLh session vesterday morning

Lhe nominated members ari
Abu Yusul Mohammad Khalilur
Rahman Joypurhat-2 Abdul
:"L:Ii" \bbasi Netrok na-| D
I IM Fazle Rabbi Chowdhurv (Gai
bandha-3 MA Zinnah (Chit-
agong-1) and Prof Amanullah
Mymensingh-1

[ he lativa ddngsad alSi
idopted sepdral bituary refer
ences ar the death ol seven iormer
pariament members and X
1UVISOTrS

SpedKel lJamiruddin  Sircal

- Pahloan and Captain

moved 1he LITL references
separately for former minister and

member ! erstwhile pI

assembly and the ]S Kazi Abdul
Kader, lormer members of the
national assembhy f'*f n;"wT‘.‘th]-
Paksian AdvorareSml Hug and
Ruhul Amin, former MPs Dewan

Sirajul Haqg, Advocate Mogbul
tHossain, Ashraf-ud-Dowlla
Retd ja-
hangir Osman Bhuivan, Bir Protik
former information advisor Akbar
Kabir and former agriculture and
forest advisor Azizul Hagq.

[he ]S recalled with gratitude
the contributions of the deceased
In their respective fields.

I'he Sangsad also conveyed
sympathy to the members of the
bereaved families and praved fo
the salvation of the departed souls

[ he House one-
minute sile mark of re-

. i
Iirs dand adwvi-

"r-‘NL ;r_"s l'._!
nce as a

spect to late legislat

SOrs and special praver was offered
lor eternal peace of the departed
SOuIs

Children performing a folk dance at the annual cultural function of Step By Step School at the Public Library

auditorium in the city recently.

‘Stock of fertiliser sufficient’

BSS, Dhaka

The country has sufficient stock of
lertiliser and the production, dis-
tribution and retail price of fertil-
iser are normal and stable com-
pared 1o corresponding period of
the last year.

I'his was informed at a meeting
ol the coordination committee on
fertiliser distribution at the minis-
try ol industries with co-chairman
of the committee Industries Sec-
retary Al-Amin Chowdhury in the
chair,

Another co-chairman of the
committee and agriculture secre-
tary Ayub Quadri and officials of
concerned ministries, Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corporation
(BCIC),  Agriculture  Extension
Division and Bangladesh Fertiliser
Association attended the mecting,

The meeting was told that the
present stock of fertiliser in the
country is 542,000 metric tons,
which is 86,229 melric tons more
than the previous year.

OF the present stock, 2,62,000
lons remain at 28 buffer ware-
houses of the country and the
ather 2,80,000 tons in the ware-
houses of six fertiliser industries,

L he meeting was 1old that the
retall market price of 50-kg fertil-
Iser is Tk 289 ar present. The price
Is seven taka less than it was dur
Ing the corresponding time of the
last year. Production of fertiliser in
sIX Industries under BCIC is in full
swing this year,

Fhe  production of fertiliser
during the current fiscal s ex-
pected to reach the target of 19.20
lakh metric tons against country’s
total demand of 23,50 metric tons,

Fhe government decided to im-

port 4.5 lakh tons to meet the gap.

Under the import decision,

fakh tons would be procured from

KAFCO of which 1,471,935
have been received already

Fhe remaining 50,000 tons ol
the total demand were scheduled
lo import lfrom abroad out ol
which, letter of credit (1C) fon
25,000 tons has been opened and
the process of opening 1C Tor re-
miining 25,000 tons is on,

Lhe meeting was lurther in-
lormed  that  the  government
would be able o reach the fernl-
Iser at a lair price to the farmers
during the coming IRRI-Boro
paddy scason as all sons ol
preparations  and  arrangements

lor leruliser production transpor-
tation, distributions have already

been made,

Lns

Earmarked land for hotel,ﬁ
motel can’t be used
for other purposes

BSS. Dhaka

Earmarked government khas land
allocated for construction of hotel
and motel in the resort town ol
Cox's Bazar cannot be converted
for other purpose, an inter-
ministerial meeting decided here
vesterday.
~ ‘Land Minister M Shamsul Is-
lam presided over the meeting
which also decided that after get-
ting lease from government the
cntrepreneurs  should complete
construction work within three
vears.

'he meeting also opined that

government, considering special
situation might extend the tenure
lor two more vears. II the lease
recipient dies or becomes bank-
rupt then the land can be trans-
ferred to another entrepreneur
with 25 per cent deposit 10 gov-
ernment exchequer

Deputy commissioner of Cox’'s
Bazar will scrutinise the applica-
tions ol the lease agreements {or
construction of hotel and motels.
He would send the approved files
(o the land ministry and inform
divisional commissioner about the
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WEATHER

Dry weather likely
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country, Met Ollice said.

(OMOrrow,
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Weatherishikely toremain mainly dry over the country today.
Night temperature may fall by one to two degree Celsius over the

Country’s highest temperature 29.2 degree Celsius was recorded
atjessore and lowest 16.3 degree at Rajshahi vesterday.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:13 pm today and rises at 6:14 am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns vesterday were:

City/ Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka i 19.2 80 3
Chittagong 28.8 21.6 83 67
Rajshahi 27.8 16.3 85 85
Khulna 284 18.5 85 80
Barisal 28.2 19.5 Bl 82
Sylhet 26.0 19.7 93 91
Cox's Bazar 288 230 77 82

vincial

il
. &
-
Tk

"




