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RECOMMENDATIONS

Photography
November 17 December 02

Dr. Pierre Claquin holds a solo
photography show titled, 'Surviving
Dreams: The struggling circuses of
Bangladesh', at the gallery of
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka in the
city that remains open from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 5:00 to
8:00 p.m. everyday.

Surya Utsav
December 29 January 02
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association arranges one of its
annual events, Surya Utsav (Sun
Festival) as the organisation aims
at showing the participants, several
exciting matters including the first
sunrise of the year 2003, cultural
ceremony of the indigenous people
of the area, Keokradang at
Bandarban district, Pitha festival
and observation of the night sky
through telescope. Interested
persons are requested to register
names within November 30 at the
office of Bangladesh Astronomical
Association 1/3, Block-E, Lalmatia,
Dhaka Ph:0171-187555.

Group art show
November 4-15
Alliance Francaise holds a Group
Art Exhibition, 'Figure of 5' being
participated by artists Jamal
Ahmed, Mustafa Zaman, Abhijit
Choudhury, Setara Elin and Dewan
Mizan.

The show is open daily from 9
a.m.to12p.m.andfrom5to 8 p.m.

THE KALIMA
TAYEBA

November 01-15

Entitled, 'The Kalima Tayeba', a
painting exhibition of eminent artist
Murtaza Baseer begins at the
gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in the city and remains
open every day from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and during Ramadan till
4:00p.m.

Theatre

November 15

Universal Theatre presents its
fourth stage-production Dhushor
Teertha (Gray Pilgimage) at the
Nat-Mondol of Dhaka University.
The drama is an adaptation of poet
Khan Muhammad Moinuddin's long
poem Artanaad, the subject of
which is the famine of the 1950s.
The show will startat 7 p.m.
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A curtain drops

International Ibsen conference and theatre
festival, hosted by CAT, ends in the city

HARUN UR RASHID

HE week long confer-

ence and theatre festival

on world-acclaimed
Norwegian playwright Henrik
Ibsen's A Doll's House came to
a fine end through a seminar
and free discussion at the
'Jalshaghar' of Hotel Purbani on
November 13. Organised by
Centre for Asian Theatre (CAT),
the seminar focused especially
on the play's influential aspects
on the theatre of Bangladesh
and other parts of the South
Asian region by means of trans-
lation and adaptation.

At the two sessions of the
concluding day of the confer-
ence, both Bangladeshi and
foreign Ibsen- and theatre-
scholars presented three
papers and discussions on
them. Moderated by Professor
Knut Brynhildsvoll, in the morn-
ing session Norwegian theatre-
expert Astri Ghosh presented
his paper When Nora wears a
sari: dilemmas and choices
while translating Ibsen to South
Asian languages. In his essay
Ghosh pointed at what may
occur 'when a drama intended
for recipients in one language is
translated into another, when
the cultures are as far apart as
the Norwegian and the South
Asian.' Ghosh cited three exam-
ples of adaptations of A Doll's
House by Azad Teatret, Masood
Munawaar and the graduating
class of National School of
Drama of India. Ghosh said that
he had noticed dilemmas faced
by the directors and also the
choices adapted for overcoming
the dilemmas, in the transla-

On the last day of the weeklong theatrical festival and conference, Professor
Dan Olsen, a guest speaker from Denmark speaks at the concluding seminar

atHotel Purbani

Professor Naheed Quayyum
pointed in his paper Shombhu
Mitra's adaptation of A Doll's
House: a comparative study,
that there is a certain difference
between translation and adap-
tation of a literary work. He said

that a translator does not have
the freedom of making any
contextualisation generally
enjoyed by a director who
adapts a literary work.
Quayyum's paper showed that
freedom of contextualising

Ascene from the play staged on November 9 at the Mahila Samity auditorium

Ibsen's play by legendary thea-
tre master Shombhu Mitra while
producing the adapted version
Putul Khela.

Professor Shafi Ahmed
discussed on the transformation
of a particular character in the
play, namely that of Nora--the
protagonist. Ahmed's essay
Nora: the translation of the
image on the Bengali stage
showed the importance of
Nora's character in the aca-
demic field. It also depicted the
transformation of the character
on Bengali stages by various
directors, being ‘artfully
Bengalicised and domesti-
cated', and often being
strengthened by presentation of
her 'in transfixed contexts'.
Ahmed opined that this very
presentation of Nora on Bengali
stage in Bengali manner
prompts us to scrutinise the
views that lie behind such trans-
formations of the character.
‘The Noras in Bengali theatre
again prove the vigour and
variety one woman is capable of
demonstrating', said Ahmed.

In the open discussion ses-
sion, participated Professor
Jette Lundbo Levy and Profes-
sor Dan Olsen from Denmark,
and famous actor Khairul Alam
Sabuj. Theatre personality and
Joint President of CAT Masud
Ali Khan presided over the
concluding ceremony. In the
evening renowned Baul-singers
of the country presented a lively
musical concert at the Dilkhusa
Mancha of the city hotel in hon-
our of the foreign delegates who
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Tagore in
Paris

ANN, New Delhi

HIS exhibition of

Rabindranath Tagore's

paintings will be one of the
biggest ever, in India or abroad.

About 300 paintings and
sketches by Tagore will be dis-
played in Paris for three months,
probably in the autumn of 2004, as
part of an Indo-French initiative to
strengthen cultural ties. The exhibi-
tion has been planned by the School
of Fine Arts in Paris in collaboration
with the National Gallery of Modern
Art and Visva-Bharati University,
Santiniketan. Some works from
private collections will also be
displayed. "There has never been
such an exhibition of Tagore's
paintings. We need a long time to
put it together," said Mr Guy
Sorman, author, and member of the
Indo-French Forum, co-chaired by
Mr MK Rasgotra, former foreign
secretary, and Mr Jean Francois-
Poncet, former French foreign
minister. The "deal is done", said Mr
Sorman, but the authorities are still
searching for the right gallery for an
exhibition of this size. The Museum
of Fine Arts in Paris is a possibility.

Along with the exhibition, there
will be discussions on his poetry and
his music, but the main focus will
firmly be on his paintings. The initial
idea of a Tagore exhibition report-
edly came from Mr Pierre Henri
Cousseaux, director, School of Fine
Arts, Paris. There is a possibility that
other painters from the Tagore
family, Abanindranath and
Gaganendranath, may also be
represented, but the emphasis, Mr
Sorman said, will firmly be on
Rabindranath Tagore. As part of the
show, Fayard, the French publish-
ers, will translate some of Tagore's
works into French. "The original
translations sound a little archaic.
Fresh translations are necessary,"
he said.

A similar exhibition is being
planned for Gupta Art in 2005.
Sculpture that has never been sent
outside India will be on display. The
exhibitions are part of a huge effort
to increase Indo-French coopera-
tion in the fields of culture and other
areas, including industry and tech-
nology. Cultural "bridges" are being
planned between Indian and French
cities and importantly, works of 20
Indian writers will be directly trans-
lated into French from Indian lan-
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PHOTO: AFP
Top: A hawker sells Islamic books in front of the Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque in Dhaka, during the first day of Ramadan.
Bottom: A muslim person reads a book in a stall at the Islamic book-fair in
Dhaka, organized to mark the holy month of Ramadan.

HTO: AFP
Renowned Indian composer A.R. Rehman (L) is solicited for an autograph by
ayoung girl prior to a function to commemorate Children's day in New Delhi
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