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Arjuna jockeying
for position

AFP, Colombo

Former captain Arjuna Ranatunga
on Sunday said he was hoping to
head the Sri Lankan cricket admin-
istration next year.

"I will contest for the post of
President of the cricket Board,"
Ranatunga told local media here.

Ranatunga, who led Sri Lanka to
an epic triumph in the 1996 World
Cup, retired in 2000 after an 18-year
international career beginning with
SriLanka's debut Testin 1982.

After hanging up his bat,
Ranatunga ventured into politics
and got elected as a legislator on a
ticket from the main opposition
People's Alliance party last year.

"It is my duty to contribute
towards arresting the dropping
standard of the game. If this trend
continues even Bangladesh will
beat us in 3-4 years time,"
Ranatunga said.

Sri Lankan cricket administration
has been plagued by scandal and
controversy and the administration
has been run by an interim commit-
tee since March 2001.

Ranatunga's bid to get elected
as the president of the Board of
Control Cricket in Sri Lanka
(BCCSL) is expected to face a
serious challenge from Tilanga
Sumathipala, a former incumbent in
the post.

If elected, Ranatunga would be
the third member of his family to join
cricket administration.

His elder brother Dammika, a
former Sri Lankan Test player, held
the post of BCCSL Chief Executive.
Younger brother Prasanna is a
former vice-president of the board.

Seniors

FROM PAGE 13
KMashud st ShamimbBashar 4

K Mahmud run out 63
Rafigue c Mahmud b Enamul 14
Fahim not out 8
Extras: (b-2, Ib-4, nb2) 8

Total: (For 8 wkts in 93.2 overs) 304
Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-38, 3-44, 4-
119, 5-139, 6-258, 7-287, 8-304

Bowler O M R W
Shafaq 11 1 37 0
Kafi 9 3 36 1
Bashar 25.2 4 86 4
Enamul 31 8 76 1
Arif 10 0 34 1
Mahmud 5 1 19 0
Kamrul 2 0 10 O

Another Bradman

FROM PAGE 13

"It was a great honour and a great
privilege to be playing that test
match in front of them."

A broad-shouldered batsman,
Hayden is one of the fittest players
in the world but says it is his new-
found self-belief and mental
strength that have turned him into a
run-making machine.

"If you haven't got a mental game
plan in place, you've got nothing no
matter how skilled or how well
prepared you are," the 31-year-old
Hayden said.

"The last 12 months of my career
I've taken on a new level of mental
preparation. To be able to rest
between games has been a huge
plus for me."

Proteas pummel

FROM PAGE 13

Tillekeratne c Elworthyb Hall 27
Fernando Ibw b Elworthy 0
Vaas cKirsten b Ntini 32
Fernando not out 4
Muralitharan b Hall 0
Pererab Hall 4
Extras: (b-4, Ib-7, w-1) 12
Total: (Alloutin 41 overs) 130

Fall of wkts: 1-2, 2-16, 3-21, 4-25, 5-

Blignaut leads fightback

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Harare

An aggressive innings of 33 by Andy
Blignaut and a cautious 34 by
Zimbabwe's little wicketkeeper
Tatenda Taibu frustrated Pakistan
during the afternoon of the second
day of the first Test here.

In taking Zimbabwe to 181 for six
at tea there is now only a difference
of 104 runs with Pakistan's first
innings total of 285 overnight with
four wickets in hand.

Zimbabwe were struggling on
136-6 when Blignaut came to the
wicket and promptly slammed

Pakistan held the upper hand
until then and they might have
expected to rip Zimbabwe out for
wellunder 200 runs.

But as Akhtar increased the
tempo, Taibu grew in stature and
Blignaut became more aggressive.
Akhtar produced a leg-side ball of
156kph and was growing irritated.

The next session could decide
whether this match will be tight or
whether Pakistan will gain the
ascendancy.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the second
day of the first Test between
Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Harare
Sports Club on Sunday:
PAKISTAN: Firstinnings 285 (Umar
75, Youhana 63; Blignaut 5-79)

ZIMBABWE: Firstinnings
Ebrahim c Inzamam b Sami
Masakadza c Akmal b Sami
Campbell b Akhtar 2
G. Flower Ibw b Waqar 31
A. Flower cAkmal b Sami 29
G. Whittall b Akhtar 7
Taibu not out 34
Blignaut not out 33
Extras: (Ib-1, nb-3, w-1) 5
Total: (For 6 wkts) 181
Fall of wkts: 1-36, 2-41, 3-43, 4-76,
5-3,6-136

31

Bowler O M R W
Wagar 14 3 58 1
Akhtar 14 1 42 2
Sami 13 2 43 3
Saglain 12 4 37 O

LATEST

Pakistan were 14 for one in their
second innings when bad light
stopped play in Harare yesterday.

Earlier, Zimbabwe's first
innings ended on
225.Wicketkeeper Tatenda Taibu
was unbeaten with 51.

The pace pair of Mohammad
Sami and Shoaib Akhtar shared
seven wickets.

Saglain Mushtaq over his head first
ball for six and then swept him out of
the attack with three fours.

It had been so different previ-
ously as Zimbabwe struggled for
survival.

The Pakistan pace attack of
Wagar Younis, Shoaib Akhtar and
Mohammad Sami ripped through
the top Zimbabwe order, leaving
themreeling on 43-3, 76-4 and 93-5.

Hamilton Masakadza was
caught off his glove by wicketkeeper
Kamran Akmal - his first in Tests - off
Sami for nine. Dion Ebrahim got out
to Sami after establishing himself on
31 and Zimbabwe captain Alistair
Campbell was yorked by Akhtar for
justtwo.

Grant Flower was building an
innings before giving Sami his third
wicket by falling victim to Ibw to
Waqarwhenon 31.

Brother Andy was unfortunate to
get a dubious umpiring decision and
he was given out caught behind off
Shoaib for 29.

PHOTO: INTERNET

Pakistan bowler Mohammed Sami (C) rejoices on the second day of the first
Test at the Harare Sports Club yesterday.

England surrender

FROM PAGE 13

side out that cheaply is always
pretty special, although we've done
it a few times now so maybe that's
taken a bit of the gloss off it," Waugh
said.

England's hopes of holding out
for a draw got off to the worst possi-
ble start when their star openers
Michael Vaughan and Marcus
Trescothick were dismissed in the
firsttwo overs.

They got rapidly worse when
Hussain, John Crawley and Alec
Stewart went within eight balls of
each other just after the tea break
and, with a man down after Simon
Jones injured himself fielding on
Thursday, the end came all too
quickly.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the fourth day
of the first Ashes Test between
Australia and England at the Gabba
on Sunday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings 492 (M
Hayden 197, R Ponting 123, S
Warne 57; A Giles 4-101, A Caddick
3-108)

ENGLAND: First innings 325 (M
Trescothick 72, J Crawley 69 not
out, M Butcher 54; G McGrath 4-87,

J Gillespie 2-51, ABichel 2-74)
AUSTRALIA: Second innings (111
for 2 overnight)

Langer c Stewart b Caddick 22
Hayden candb Giles 103
Ponting c Trescothick b Caddick 3
Martyn c Hussain b Giles 64
Gilchrist not out 60
?ZWaugh ¢ Trescothick b Caddick

Lehmann not out 20
Extras: (b-3, Ib-5, nb-4) 12
Total: (For 5 wkts dec in 71 overs)
296

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-39, 3-192, 4-
213,5-242

Bowler O M R W
Caddick 23 2 95 3
Hoggard 13 2 42 0
White 11 0 61 O
Giles 24 2 90 2

ENGLAND: Second innings
Trescothick ¢ Gilchrist b Gillespie 1

Vaughan Ibw b McGrath 0
Butcher c Ponting b Warne 40
Hussain c Pontingb McGrath 11

Crawley run out (Gilchrist) 0
Stewartc Hayden b Warne 0
White c Hayden b McGrath 13

BATTING BLUES

77,6-81,7-122,8-122,9-122. AFP, Brisbane
Bowler O M R W
Pollock 8 3 17 2 England's worst batting performances against Australia (under total,
Ntini 10 4 22 3 venue, match, year, result):
Kallis 11 3 40 0 ||45- Sydney 1stTest 1887 England winby 13 runs
Elworthy 10 3 39 2| |52- TheOval S5thTest 1948  Australiawinbyinningsand 149 runs
Hall 2 1 1 3 53- Lord's 1stTest 1888  Australiawinby61runs
Result: South Africa won by | | 61- Melbourne  2ndTest 1902 Australiawinby229runs
innings and 64 runs. 61- Melbourne 5thTest 1904 Australiawinby218runs
Man-of-the-match: J Kallis. 62- Lord's 1stTest 1888 Australiawinby 61 runs
Series: South Africa lead the two- | | 65- Sydney 4thTest 1895  Australiawinbyinningsand 147 runs
Testseries 1-0. 72- Sydney 4thTest 1895  Australiawinbyinningsand 147 runs
Umpires: Daryl Harper (Aus), 75- Melbourne  2ndTest 1895 England win by 94 runs
Russell Tiffin (Zim). 79- Brisbane 1stTest 2002 Australiawin by 384 runs
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Giles ¢ Gilchristb McGrath 4
Caddick c Lehmann b Warne 4
Hoggard not out 1
Jones did not bat (injured)

Extras: (Ib-1, nb-4) 5

Total: (Alloutin 28.2 overs) 79
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-3, 3-33, 4-34,
5-35, 6-66, 7-74, 8-74,9-79

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 12 3 36 4
Gillespie 6 1 13 1
Warne 10.2 3 29 3

Result: Australia won by 384
runs.
Man-of-the-match:
Hayden.

Australialead series 1-0.
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (Wis)
Rudi Koertzen (Rsa)

gse)cond Test: Adelaide (Nov 21-

Mathew

Flemo, Cairns
try defuse row

INTERNET, undated

New Zealand's leading players have
stepped in to settle the dispute that
has threatened India's forthcoming
tour, according to newspaper
reports.

Captain Stephen Fleming and
star all-rounder Chris Cairns have
entered negotiations with New
Zealand Cricket (NZC) authorities
after negotiations through the
players union failed, the Sunday
Star-Times reported.

Talks between the New Zealand
Cricket Players Association
(NZCPA) and NZC broke down
earlier this week after the players
turned down pay increases ranging
between 11-18 per cent.

Under the pay schedule sug-
gested by the national body, New
Zealand's 20 contracted internation-
als would earn a retainer of 120,000
New Zealand dollars (38,000
pounds) per year.

First-class players would receive
just 38,000 New Zealand dollars
(12,000 pounds) for a four-month
season.

The NZCPA were demanding a
60 per cent increase, on the basis of
a multi-million dollar television rights
payoutinfive years.

But there were widespread
claims that the confrontational style
of players' boss Rob Nichol had
hindered talks.

The breakdown has left competi-
tions already cancelled and first-
class sides planning to draft in
retired former players and juniors to
fill the void.

And there have been reports of
intimidation towards potential strike-
breakers.

"l had a young guy ring me up the
other day in tears," Canterbury
wicketkeeper Russell Hock told the
New Zealand Herald.

"These guys had been his
heroes, but now they were simply
bullying and intimidating him, letting
him know what would happen if he
folded."

Boycott behind
the mic soon

INTERNET, London

GEOFFREY BOYCOTT

Geoffrey Boycott is hoping to return
to his cricket commentating duties
as he continues to undergo treat-
ment for cancer.

The 62-year-old former England
opening batsman was diagnosed
with cancer in September after a
lump was found on his neck.

But he told his employers ESPN
he is hoping to be back behind the
mike soon with a view to commen-
tating as originally planned on the
World Cup in southern Africa next
spring.

He told the American broadcast
company: "l feel very good - no
problems swallowing and eating.

"I'm sleeping well, and my
weight's great."

Boycott faces a further
programme of treatment before
Christmas, though.

"I need some more drugs and
radiation treatment that will start
next week and go on for five weeks,"
he said.

"I hope | will be ready to resume
work for ESPN by the World Cup in
February."

Unchanged
melody

INTERNET, Johannesburg

When Gary Kirsten made his debut
against Australia in 1993 few would
have predicted that he would
become the first South African to hit
6,000 Test runs.

He lacked the flair of brother
Peter or the other new boys on the
block Hanse Cronje and Daryll
Cullinan.

But he has proved more endur-
ing than any of his contemporaries.

Former greats Barry Richards
and Graeme Pollock would surely
have reached 6,000 runs much
earlier had their Test careers not
been stalled by South Africa's
exclusion during the apartheid era.

Kirsten has made the most of the
opportunities that were denied that
duo.

The 34-year-old literally grafted
his way to the top, working tirelessly
on his game to eliminate faults and
make the best of his talents.

He is moulded more in the gritty
style of Michael Atherton and Steve
Waugh than the elegance of Brian
Lara and Sachin Tendulkar.

During his career he has broken
several batting records and become
the batting rock on which South
Africa has come to depend upon.

He has scored more Test centu-
ries (16) than any other South
African and shares the highest
individual score (275) with Cullinan.

And last month he became the
first batsman in the world to have
scored centuries against all nine
Testsides.

His durability was tested to the
full in August when he was dropped
from the side for the Champion's
Trophy tournament after a poor run
of form.

But his undiminished hunger for
the game enabled him to bounce
back from the setback.

Fellow left-handed opener
Graeme Smith is being groomed to
succeed the master.

But South Africa would like
Kirsten to stand the test of time for a
while yet.

Sourav's
displeasure

INTERNET, Nagpur

Sourav Ganguly has called on his
bowlers to stand up and be counted
after India slumped to another one-
day loss against West Indies in
Nagpur on Saturday.

The visitors lead the seven-
match series 2-0 after a Chris Gayle
century inspired them to victory with
four balls to spare.

And under-pressure skipper
Ganguly was quick to lay the blame
atthe feet of his attack.

"To win, we need to take wickets
which we did not do," Ganguly said
after watching West Indies lose just
three wickets.

"We just did not look a side thatis
hungry enough in these two games.
We need to work on our cricket.

"We did not create much
chances to put pressure onthem."

After losing the five-Test series
2-0 earlier on the tour, West Indies'
fortunes have taken a turn for the
betterin the limited-overs game.

Elated captain Carl Hooper was
happy with his own decision to
insert the hosts, despite India
setting his side a daunting 280 to
win off 47 overs.

Nasser unashamed

L, P

Cricket

REUTERS, Brisbane

England captain Nasser Hussain
said his team had nothing to be
ashamed of after their massive loss
toAustralia on Sunday.

Hussain blamed his team's 384-
run defeat inside four days on
nerves but said they had nothing to
be embarrassed about because
they had tried their best.

"We've had worse Tests than
this," Hussain said.

"If any player didn't give it his all
then they should be embarrassed
for letting their country down.

"But | believe in my players and |
believe all 11 of them gave it their
bestshot."

The Essex batsman, one of just
three English players to reach
double figures in the side's misera-
ble second innings total of 79, said
his players had been unusually
nervous before the first day and
failed to handle the pressure of
taking on the world champions.

"Maybe it was the build-up,
maybe it was the stadium, the noise,
the importance of the game, | just
don'tknow," Hussain said.

Hussain said his players had
shown what they were capable of
when they fought their way back into
the match on the second day but
they would have to learn how to
cope with the pressure every day if
they wanted to beat the Australians.

"Every Test match is about

handling nerves and pressure,"
Hussain said.

"We'll be under enormous pres-
sure again in the second test.
There's pressure on every day, on
every delivery, on every decision
you make and it's whoever handles
that pressure the best will come out
ontop."

Hussain confessed that he had
made a mistake in letting Australia
have first use of a Gabba wicket
almost perfect for batting after
winning the toss.

But the 34-year-old captain said
that had little impact on the result
and it was England's failure to stick
to their gameplan and get the basics
right that ultimately cost them any

NASSER HUSSAIN

chance of victory.

"I'm not a believer in impetus and
things like that, it's just about skills
and discipline," he said.

"That's why Australia are a good
side at the moment, a very good
side, a great side, because of their
discipline.

"If we batted first we might have
posted a different score but still the
difference in the sides would have
been the disciplines.

"The areas they bowled their
balls, the way they caught, the way
they went about their batting was a
lot better than us."

Despite England's poor record
against Australia and the magnitude
of their first-test loss, Hussain said
he was still optimistic his players
could win their first Ashes series in
16 years.

"Unfortunately we have a habit,
and it's not funny, of losing first test
matches," Hussain said.

"(But) if you know anything about
English cricket we have lost before
and we have lost first tests before
and we have turned things around
so that's one bit of history that we
can call upon.

"l believe in any contest that if
you give yourself the best chance to
succeed then you've got a chance
but if we play like we did on the first
day then we've got no chance of
beating Australia.

"If we play like we did on the
second day when we batted first up
thenwe've gota good chance."

Steve consoles Eng

L, D

Cricket

REUTERS, Brisbane

Australia captain Steve Waugh has
offered little hope to a shattered
England side after his side won the
first Test by 384 runs.

"There's no doubt England will
find it hard to come back from this,
it's a pretty devastating loss,"
Waugh said after Australia won on
the fourth day,

"But that's why you play test
cricket, to really see whether you
can come back from adversity, and
they've certainly found themselves
in atough position now."

Waugh said England could take
heart from their spirited fightback on
the second day when they captured
the last eight Australian wickets for
114 runs then made 158 for one in
reply.

But the 37-year-old, the only
current player who played in the last
Australian team to lose an Ashes
series in 1986-87, said England
needed to play at the same level for
the entire match.

"In the end it'll probably be writ-
ten up as an easy test match win but
we had to fight back hard on day
three," Waugh said.

"l think England will have a lot
more in store for us in the rest of the
series. They've already shown that
they can come back so there's no
reason why they can'tdoitagain.”

Australia wrapped up victory
inside four days when they bowled
out England for 79 on Sunday,
England's lowest Test innings total
in Australia since 1904.

Waugh said he was satisfied with
Australia's overall performance but
said there were still areas his team
could improve on.

"ltwas an excellent win, to bowl a
side out that cheaply is always
pretty special, although we've done
it a few times now so maybe that's
taken a bit of the gloss off it," he said.

"We're not going to get too car-
ried away but we did play very well
this afternoon.

"l was really happy the way we
came back on day three as England
would have been happy coming
back after day one.

"They had some good signs in
this match but they didn't hold it for
long enough.

"Our fielding let us down in this
match but you can't really complain
too much. You're not always going to
play the perfectgame."

Widjaja wins

AFP, pattaya

Indonesia's Angelique Widjaja
claimed the second title of her short
career Sunday, defeating Cho
Yoon-Jeong of Korea 6-2, 6-4 in the
final of the Women's Open in
Pattaya.

The 17-year-old, adding to the
titte she won in Bali last year,
dropped her serve in the opening
game of both sets, but rallied to
overcome Cho, the first Korean ever
to contest the final of a WTAevent.

Widjaja, whose distinguished
junior career included the 2001
Wimbledon and 2002 French Open
singles titles, hit the ball more pow-
erfully than her older but less experi-
enced opponent, and also had more
variety in her game.

"My target at the beginning of the
week was just to reach the quarter-
finals, because | saw the draw and
knew it would be tough," said
Widjaja, who upset top seed Tatiana
Panovain the semis.

"l didn't have a good result in Bali
this year, so | wanted to do well here
to make up forit."

She also wanted to clinch a
victory to honour former Indonesian
flag-bearer Yayuk Basuki, who won
the event three times before retiring
atthe tournamentlast year.

WC blow for Gough

Cricket

REUTERS, Brisbane

Fast bowler Darren Gough will miss
the rest of the Ashes tour and next
year's World Cup after receiving
advice on his knee injury from a
specialistin Adelaide, England have
said.

Gough, 32, who has not played a
test since Australia's Ashes tour of
England last year, will fly home on
Sunday and has been ruled out of
cricket for three months.

The Yorkshire paceman will see
another specialistimmediately upon
his return to England and will have
the injury re-assessed in three
months, England said in a state-
ment released on Sunday.

Gough had bowled in the nets at
the Australian cricket academy in
Adelaide this week but reported
swelling on the knee on Friday.

"I'm going to go home and work
hard on continually strengthening
my knee," Gough said.

"Obviously this is another set-
back and it's going to be a huge

disappointment to miss the Ashes
and the World Cup, but | want to
explore all the medical options that
are open to me before | make any
decisions about my future career."

DARREN GOUGH

Gough's departure is a further
blow to England, who were dis-
missed for 325 on the third day of
the first Test on Saturday, 167 runs
behind Australia's first innings total
of 492. Australia will resume on
Sunday at 111 for two in their second
innings.

Alex Tudor, who was called up to
the tour party from the England
Cricket Board National Academy in
Adelaide earlier this week, will
replace Gough in the Test squad,
England said.

Promising young England fast
bowler Simon Jones has also been
ruled out of the Ashes series after
injuring his knee while fielding on
the first day of the first test in
Brisbane on Thursday.

Yorkshire paceman Chris
Silverwood is due to fly to Australia
on Sunday to replace Jones in the
squad and is expected to play in the
tour match against Australia A
starting in Hobart on Friday.

England are nursing Durham fast
bowler Steve Harmison, who has
shin splints, and all-rounder Andrew
Flintoff, who is recovering from a
hernia operation and also missed
selection this week.

Flintoff failed a fitness test on
Wednesday and Craig White, who
was not part of the original Ashes
squad, was preferred.

White had been playing grade
cricket in Adelaide before England
promoted him into the squad.

Serena
IO Tennis

AFP, Los Angeles

Serena Williams didn't give herselfa
passing grade, but she did enough
to get past a hobbled Jelena Dokic
7-6, 6-0 Saturday and reach the
semifinals of the 3 million-dollar
WTATour Championships.

Williams, the world No. 1 and
defending champion, trailed 4-1 in
an error-strewn first set, but man-
aged to hang on and force the
tiebreaker, in which she made no
mistakes.

Once she nabbed the first set, it
was all over for Dokic, who said she
was hampered by a painful sprained
ankle that almost prompted her to
withdraw from the elite season
finale.

"l knew she had a problem, but |
didn't know what her problem was,"
Williams said.

derails Jelena

Dokic said she hurt her right
ankle practising early in the week.

"l wasn't even sure | would play
the first (match)," she said. "But | did
enough in that match. Against
Serena, you have to be 100 per-
cent."

SERENA WILLIAMS

Dokic gave up her serve with a
double-fault in the second game of
the second set, and hooked a fore-
hand wide to give Williams another
break in the fourth game. Williams
broke her to love to close out the
matchin thr 10min.

Despite the victory Williams
found plenty to fault in her own
performance.

"I was just making too many
errors, | wasn't attacking my shots, |
was letting her dictate," she said of
the first set.

Asked to grade herself she said:
"l didn't pass tonight, unfortunately.”

The good news, Williams said,
was "It's over and done with."

Next up is third-seeded
American Jennifer Capriati, whose
last tournament title came at the
Australian Openin January.

Capriati defeated unseeded
Bulgarian Magdalena Maleeva 6-2,
4-6,6-1.



	Page 1

