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Manchester United's French international goalkeeper Fabien Barthez  watches after Man City's Nicolas Anelka (not in picture) scores during their 
Manchester derby yesterday.

Portugal hope 
to have Scolari
 REUTERS, Lisbon

Portugal will try to hire World Cup-
winning Brazilian coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari next week, the head of the 
national soccer federation said on 
Saturday. 

Portugal want Scolari, who 
resigned after July's triumph, to 
head their squad at the 2004 
European championships, federa-
tion Chairman Gilberto Madail said 
in an interview on private TSF radio. 
Portugal are hosting the tourna-
ment. 

"I was very impressed with 
Scolari's personality. As you know, 
he was a person who'd had a tough 
life until the world championship," 
Madail said. 

The federation head will meet 
Scolari next week in Brazil to dis-
cuss a contract. Scolari might have 
to agree to keep Portuguese care-
taker coach Agostinho Oliveira as 
an assistant, Madail said. 

If Scolari does not agree to a 
contract, Portugal might try to sign 
Carlos Alberto Parreira, a former 
Brazil national team coach, or 
England manager Sven-Goran 
Eriksson, a former coach of Lisbon's 
Benfica club, TSF quoted Madail as 
saying. 

Agostinho Oliveira took over 
from Antonio Oliveira, who was 
sacked because of Portugal's 
disappointing first-round exit from 
the World Cup. 

INTERNET, London

Alex Ferguson fears his Manchester 
United team are being out-muscled 
in the title race by the powerhouses 
of Liverpool and Arsenal.

Ferguson desperately needs his 
injured players back and will raid the 
transfer market to beef up his 
squad.

Because, right now, he is not 
sure if his side are physically strong 
enough to compete with their chal-
lengers.

Ferguson said: "It has to be 
accepted we do not have as strong a 
pool as Arsenal or Liverpool, partic-
ularly on the physical side.

"Both have built big, athletic 
squads. We may have to look at how 
we can inject freshness at the club 
that balances out the power of 
Liverpool and Arsenal.

"I'm not talking about ability but 
sheer, physical power and speed.

"Liverpool's main intent is to 
have a powerful squad, particularly 
when you look at their midfield, and 
Arsenal are a big, strong side, too.

"They have come along, and 
particularly in Gerard Houllier's 
case, and gone 'bang' and just 
rebuilt their teams.

"We tend to tweak the team 
rather than have an overhaul. We 
have built on the great nucleus of 
players like Beckham, Butt, Giggs 
and Keane by adding one or two.

"Whereas Gerard Houllier came 
in and even this summer brought in 
four players.

"That is what you are seeing, the 
building of two teams here with 
Arsenal and Liverpool."

Ferguson believes he cannot 
continue to rely on the core of play-
ers that have served him so well in 
their decade of domination and 
believes United are now going 
through a transition period.

He added: "There has to be a 
transition because you cannot think 
the same players are going to do it 
all the time."

Ferguson has added Ruud van 
Nistelrooy, Rio Ferdinand and Juan 
Veron but still believes they have 
lost good players with Teddy 
Sheringham, Denis Irwin and Ronny 
Johnsen passing their peaks at Old 
Trafford.

Ferguson said: "We built a great 
team that came together in 1999. 
Then Teddy left and Denis and 
Ronny came to the end. You forget 
how important these players were, 
they are massive losses.

"If we had a young Denis Irwin 
we would be a hell of a team and 
Teddy's experience used to come in 
at the vital time, too."

Ferguson desperately needs 
both Nicky Butt and Roy Keane 
back from injury to add some power. 
And he hinted at a determined raid 
during the transfer window in 
January to pull things round.

But he admits five crunch games 
-  s ta r t i ng  w i th  tomor row 's  

Manchester derby - will have to be 
faced without them.

Keane is out until the New Year, 
while Butt is still on crutches after an 
operation on his ankle. So Ferguson 
is left to hope the ability remaining in 
his team will be enough.

After Saturday they face strug-
gling West Ham away, Newcastle at 
home, then the double header 
against their biggest rivals as they 
travel to Anfield on December 1 and 
entertain Arsenal six days later.

Ferguson believes his side can 
still come through these show-

downs with a realistic shot at the 
title.

He said: "I still have faith in my 
team's ability and I still believe the 
title is up for grabs.

"By the end of this spell of five 
games we could be right back into 
the melting pot. I certainly believe 
we need to be within three points of 
the leaders by Christmas.

"We have not had good results 

against Liverpool and Arsenal 
recently but these trends can 
quickly swing back and, hopefully, it 
swings back our way this year."

Ferguson breaks into a broad 
smile when he considers the pros-
pect of Arsenal fans cheering on 
United when it comes to them facing 
Liverpool.

He added: "From a point when 
Arsenal were looking down from 
their ivory tower saying they were 
going to be unbeatable and win the 
European Cup they are now looking 
at closing a four-point gap."

Arsene Wenger's Gunners boast 
the strength of skipper Patrick 
Vieira, but they have struggled of 
late with one lucky win at Fulham 
their only success in six games.

And Ferguson believes Wenger 
is using a few mind games to paint a 
rosier picture than might be the 
case.

Ferguson said: "At the moment 
Arsene Wenger keeps going on 
about their phenomenal fighting 
spirit because they are losing 
games. He is trying to grasp on 
something to pick his team up, we all 
do that when a team is not doing 
well."

While Liverpool, with the com-
manding figure of Dietmar Hamann 
in central midfield, are looking 
formidable - they have an eight-
point lead over United - Ferguson 
believes they will have a blip.

When that happens, he will be 
hoping he can finally pick his stron-
gest side and make a push at the 
vital part of the season.

Ferguson said: "It will be silly to 
think Liverpool will not have a blip - 
and if they do we will be on their 
coat-tails.

"We have had ours, with two 
defeats, and we have to recover 
from that.

"Hopefully, by the time we come 
to the real part of the season I will 
have Keane and Butt back and that 
will bring back some power, plus 
Wes Brown will be back to bolster 
the squad. At the same time, I may 
add to the squad to make us stron-
ger for the run-in."

When it comes to the title race 
Ferguson cannot see beyond the 
big three. He certainly dismissed 
any dreams Chelsea might have of 
joining the party, insisting Everton 
have more justifiable claims.

He said: "The best performance 
by a team against us this season 
without any doubt was from 
Everton.

"We won 3-0, but it was an unbal-
anced scoreline because it was tight 
right until the end.

"You look at teams who have a 
chance of winning the League and I 
would put Everton above Chelsea 
because they have more about 
them.

"Maybe not in terms of natural 
ability but in the energy, structure of 
their team and enthusiasm."

With that Ferguson went out onto 
the training field to plot his team's 
title comeback.

After a spell in the company of 
one of football's greatest-ever 
managers you realise the desire is 
still brimming over. He is not ready 
to see his empire crumble.

Ferguson's worst fear

Man Utd to 
sue Lazio 
INTERNET, London 

Manchester United have started 
legal action against Lazio in a bid to 
recover 12 million pounds owed to 
them by the Italian Serie A club for 
the sale of Dutch defender Jaap 
Stam in August 2001. 

United's move, announced in a 
company statement to the London 
Stock Exchange on Friday, came 
after Italian food group Cirio, which 
owns a major stake in Lazio, said it 
had been declared in default on a 
150 million euro bond after missing 
two payment deadlines. 

Cirio's shares have been sus-
pended and analysts said its finan-
cial problems could force Lazio to 
sell some high profile players such 
as Stam and Portugal defender 
Fernando Couto. 

Robbo keen on
Ireland job
INTERNET, London

Former Manchester United star and 
Middlesbrough manager Bryan 
Robson has declared his interest in 
becoming manager of the Republic 
of Ireland.

The former Old Trafford favourite 
and England captain has thrown his 
hat into the ring following Mick 
McCarthy's decision to resign, but 
has denied being contacted by the 
Football Association of Ireland.

Robson told MUTV: "I have not 
had any contact, nobody from the 
Irish FA has been in touch.

"But if it is true that they would 
like to talk to me, I would be very 
interested."

Robson admitted the quality of 
the Republic's squad, especially of 
up-and-coming players, would be of 
particular interest to him.

"They have got some smashing 
players and it would be a good job," 
added Robson.

"They have some very good 
players, good up-and-coming 
players.

"There is a lot to work with with 
the quality of player they have.

"That is the type of job I am 
looking for."

Robson, whose friendship with 
Manchester United midfielder Roy 
Keane could count in his favour, has 
been out of management since 
leaving Middlesbrough last year.

League One

Nice atop
 REUTERS, Paris

Nice's fairytale return to the French 
First Division (League One) contin-
ued on Friday when they beat 
Monaco 1-0 at home in the Cote 
d'Azur derby to go top of the table. 

Everson scored the winner in the 
24th minute, the Brazilian midfielder 
slamming a low free-kick straight 
into the Monaco wall -- only to chest 
down the rebound and lash his 
volley through a crowded penalty 
area. 

This season's revelation in 
French football, Nice deserved the 
points for a battling performance in 
which they won all the 50-50 balls in 
the first half and also had a strike by 
Kaba Diawara ruled offside in the 
second. 

Derby agree 
pay-off deal
 REUTERS, Derby

Cash-strapped Derby County have 
agreed to pay off one of their high-
est earners, Argentine defender 
Horacio Carbonari, while Belgian 
striker Branko Strupar is also set to 
make an early exit from the first 
division club. 

Derby, who are in the process of 
a financial reconstruction after 
amassing debts of about 20 million 
pounds, are also negotiating the 
early departure of another three 
players, the club said on Friday. 

"The negotiations with Horacio 
and his representatives have gone 
well and he is expected to leave the 
club in mid-January once we have 
met the financial terms," said chief 
executive Keith Loring in a state-
ment. 

"This is a vital deal for Derby 
County and helps the ongoing 
financial reconstruction because 
Horacio's contract had two-and-a-
half years to run, making it the 
biggest at the club," he said. 

Carbonari and Strupar are both 
out of action with injuries. 

Liechtenstein 
plan rejected 
REUTERS, Vaduz

UEFA's executive committee has 
rejected a request from the 
Liechtenstein Football Association 
to use temporary stands for their 
European qualifier against England 
next March. 

The Group Seven match on 
March 29 next year will be the first-
ever senior meeting between the 
t iny pr incipal i ty sandwiched 
between Austria and Switzerland, 
and England. 

Liechtenstein normally attracts 
crowds of around 2,000 for home 
internationals, but the England 
clash is already a 3,548 sell-out at 
FC Vaduz's Rhinepark Stadium. 

The Liechtenstein FA said they 
were disappointed with UEFA's 
ruling after world football's govern-
ing body FIFA had allowed the use 
of temporary stands for a previous 
international with Spain. 

"This is a massive game for 
Liechtenstein and we had hoped we 
could have a greater capacity both 
for people here and travelling from 
England," Ralf Wenaweser, secre-
tary to the Liechtenstein national 
team, told Reuters on Friday. 

"We are very disappointed that 
we are not allowed to use the extra 
seating as we have used it before 
with no problems. 

"Given the huge interest in the 
game, a larger capacity would have 
allowed more people to attend. 

"Last year we put up an extra 
1,100 when we played Spain, but 
that was sanctioned by FIFA. We 
thought UEFA would come to the 
same decision but it was not so." 

Wenaweser confirmed that the 
game could not be played outside 
Liechtenstein because that also 
contravened UEFA regulations. 

The Espenmoos Stadium in St 
Gallen, Switzerland, was a potential 
alternative, but playing the game 
outside Liechtenstein would mean 
playing the rest of their Euro 2004 
quali f iers away from home, 
Wenaweser added. 

"We had considered playing the 
game at somewhere such as St 
Gallen in Switzerland as it is close to 
us and has a bigger capacity, but 
again, UEFA say that cannot hap-
pen," he said. 

"We will just have to play the 
game in Vaduz as planned. We are 
sure it will be a great event, but we 
are disappointed in the decision as 
we felt there was no safety issue." 

But Wenaweser warned England 
fans without tickets against travel-
ling to the principality because the 
black market for the game will be 
"tiny". 

"I am sure that very many fans 
will travel from England and hope to 
pick up a ticket when they arrive," 
Wenaweser said. 

"But the black market for this 
game will be tiny. I cannot see there 
being more than 20 or 30 tickets on 
the black market." 

Auxerre must  
play again
REUTERS, Paris

AJ Auxerre must re-play their 
league victory over Sedan following 
a refereeing blunder, France's 
Football Federation (FFF) ruled on 
Friday after throwing out an appeal 
by the Burgundy club. 

The controversy centred on an 
incident in the game on September 
21, when Sedan, who had been 
losing 1-0 away, scored a 75th 
minute equaliser. 

The referee allowed Auxerre to 
kick off while two Sedan players 
were still in the home side's half of 
the pitch -- with Auxerre making it 2-
1 almost immediately and going on 
to win 3-1. 

Sedan lodged a protest, which 
was upheld last month by the FFF's 
refereeing commission, prompting 
the appeal from Auxerre, which was 
dismissed by the ruling body's 
appeals board in Paris on Friday. 

Auxerre coach Guy Roux, who 
had threatened on Thursday to take 
the matter to France's National 
Olympic Committee (CNOSF), the 
country's highest sporting appeal 
body, or to a civil court, was more 
conciliatory after the verdict. 

REUTERS, London 

The Football Association has 
quashed talk of a showdown meet-
ing between Sven-Goran Eriksson 
and FA chairman Geoff Thompson 
as bookmakers shorten their odds 
on the England coach leaving his 
post. 

William Hill cut the odds on 
Eriksson quitting by the end of the 
year to 5-1 from 9-1 amid reports 
that the Swede was planning to 
meet Thompson on Friday following 
the resignation last week of FA chief 
executive Adam Crozier. 

But an FA spokesman said: 
"Sven would like to make clear that 
he is not meeting the chairman 
today.  Mr  Thompson i s  in  
Copenhagen where he is attending 
a UEFA Executive Committee 
meeting. 

"Sven is focusing himself on 
selecting his party for the squad get-
together which begins on November 
18." 

Speculation about Eriksson's 
position has been rife since the 
shock departure last Thursday of 
Crozier, one his closest allies, after a 
disagreement with the premier 
league clubs over the future running 
of the game. 

The FA is due to hold a board 
meeting on Monday to discuss the 
process for replacing Crozier and 
vice-chairman Frank Pattison, who 
has also resigned. 

Last week Eriksson also lost one 
of his chief assistant coaches, 
M idd lesb rough  boss  S teve  
McClaren, who has decided to 

concentrate on his club duties. The 
FA's technical director Howard 
Wilkinson also quit last month to 
become Sunderland manager. 

Eriksson's contract runs until 
2006 and he has already said he will 
be staying on in his post, despite the 
loss of Crozier, who appointed him 
two years ago. 

However, media reports in the 
past week have linked the Swede 
with the Italian national team and 
Spanish club Barcelona. 

On Friday, newspapers seized 
on a comment by Eriksson's assis-
tant Tord Grip as evidence that the 
coach was considering his position. 

Asked if he could end speculation 
that Eriksson was thinking of resign-
ing, Grip said: "We want to wait and 
see what happens at the FA." 

The future relationship between 
the premier league clubs and the FA 
is one of the key issues to be 

resolved in the coming weeks fol-
lowing Crozier's departure. 

Eriksson has had his plans 
disrupted in the past by the loss of 
several players from his England 
squads for internationals due to 
injuries picked up with their clubs. 

England do not have a game on 
November 20, the next major date 
for internationals, but Eriksson 
wants his squad to get together and 
will be keen to see that clubs release 
their players for the planned training 
sessions. 

Eriksson has support from 
Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson, who says United's 
England players would be glad to 
see the Swede staying in his post. 

"They never come back moaning 
about the manager so, if he stays, 
they will be happy," Ferguson told 
The Sun newspaper. 

FA dismisses it

INTERNET, London

Terry Venables is not to blame for 
the mess at Leeds, according to 
former club chairman Bill Fotherby.

He points the finger at David 
O'Leary and Peter Ridsdale for the 
crisis at Elland Road.

Fotherby believes current Leeds 
chief Ridsdale was wrong to allow 
O'Leary to go on an amazing 90 
million pound, four-year spending 
spree - before booting him out last 
summer.

As a result, El Tel became boss 
of a club 70 million pounds in debt 
when he took over four months ago.

Fotherby said: "It saddens me to 
see what's happening there. 

"Terry was a very brave man to 
take on a job where there was not a 
penny to spend. 

"The manager before him spent 
fortunes. That is why it is not good 
for the fans to be picking on Terry so 

soon - it is far too early to make a 
judgment on him."

But Leeds' impatient fans are 
doing just that. 

Hundreds called for the heads of 
Venables and Ridsdale after 
Wednesday's 2-1 Worthington Cup 
third-round defeat at Sheffield 
United - their seventh loss in 16 
league and cup games.

Fotherby, 71, spent 18 years on 
the Leeds board and 17 months as 
chairman before quitting five years 
ago.

He added: "It is always important 
you have not only a spirit on the 
field, but also a spirit running right 
through the club.

"And it really is important at this 
difficult time that everybody 
involved with the club all pulls in the 
same direction."

Ridsdale has an unshakable 
belief in Venables' ability to turn 
things around. 

He has clearly developed a close 
bond with El Tel - much the same as 
Fotherby did a decade ago with 
Howard Wilkinson.

Wilko, now Sunderland boss, 
repaid that faith by masterminding 
Leeds' promotion back to the top 
flight and then delivering the cham-
pionship to Elland Road in 1992. 
And Fotherby admits it broke his 
heart to sack him six years ago.

He revealed: "Howard did a 
magnificent job. The two of us were 
very close but that is the way it has 
to be between the board and man-
ager to get success.

"When Howard left it was a very 
difficult decision to have to take, but 
it had to be done." 

The heat on Venables is sure to 
increase if Leeds lose Sunday's 
Premiership clash at West Ham and 
fail to protect their slender 1-0 first-
leg lead against Hapoel Tel Aviv in 
Thursday's UEFA Cup tie. 

But while El Tel is under fire from 
the fans, support from his players is 
rock solid.

Striker Harry Kewell insisted: "It 
is hard for a new manager to come 
in and change the way you are 
playing.

"But the boys are trying hard for 

Venables not to blame

REUTERS, London

Arsenal has said it will defend 
Dennis Bergkamp after the Football 
Association charged their Dutch 
striker with violent conduct for 
allegedly stamping on an opponent. 

The FA acted after television 
replays showed Bergkamp stepping 
on Blackburn Rovers' Swedish 
defender Nils-Eric Johansson 
during the English champions' 2-1 
defeat at Highbury on October 26. 

The 33-year-old former Dutch 
international has 14 days in which to 
respond to the charge and faces a 
suspension and a possible fine if 
found guilty. 

Arsenal  manager  Arsene 
Wenger immediately said the club 
would be contesting the charge. 

"We will defend him," Wenger 
told reporters at the club's training 
ground on Friday. 

"I believe Dennis did not want to 
harm the player. If you look at the 
number of players Dennis has 
injured in his career, you will not be 

surprised to find it is zero. But he has 
got a few kicks himself. 

"It was just a frustrated reaction. 
The record of Dennis will speak for 
us and that will help us get him off." 

Wenger believes that because 

referee Graham Barber did not 
punish Bergkamp at the time, the 
incident should be dropped. 

Bergkamp was suspended for 
three matches in January after 
being sent off following a similar 
incident involving Liverpool's Jamie 
Carragher in an FA Cup fourth round 
match at Highbury. 

But Bergkamp has already 
protested his innocence over the 
Johansson challenge, which he 
says has been blown out of all 
proportion by television analysis. 

"You read about stamping and it 
is such a serious word," Bergkamp 
was quoted as saying by the Daily 
Express newspaper, before the FA 
charge was announced. 

"There was nothing in it. They 
are trying to make something out of 
nothing. If it was not on TV then no-
one would be talking about it." 

Bergkamp is the second Arsenal 
player to have fallen foul of the FA's 
use of video evidence to investigate 
alleged acts of indiscipline this 

season. 
Striker Thierry Henry was inves-

tigated but cleared after a clash with 
Charlton Athletic player John 
Robinson in September. 

The FA also banned Arsenal 
captain Patrick Vieira for two games 
last month for insulting a referee. 

But Wenger said that Arsenal 
refused to believe there was a 
conspiracy against them within the 
English game when it came to 
disciplinary matters. 

"We are held to high standards 
but I don't want to compare us with 
(the way other clubs are treated)," 
Wenger said. 

"I don't try to get into that 
because you get paranoid and after 
that comes schizophrenia and then 
you think the whole world's against 
you. 

"We now try to take the positives 
out of everything...we have 
improved our disciplinary record this 
year and rather than feel victimised, 
we just improve our record." 

Defending Dennis 

REUTERS, Manchester

Very few soccer managers could 
deliver a karaoke version of 'My 
Way' with the same hand-on-heart 
gusto as Kevin Keegan after a 
lifetime's dedication to attacking 
football. 

Regrets? He's had a few, but too 
few to mention -- knowing full well 

the media will do that job for him. 
When he faces the final curtain, 

something he thought he had 
already done several times in his up 
and down career, he will truly be 
able to stand tall and pronounce that 
he did what he thought best for the 
game. 

He did it his way. 
It was how he was as a world 

class player of verve and unstinting 
energy with Liverpool and Hamburg 
S V  a n d  a s  a  s a v i o u r  f o r  
Southampton and Newcastle 
United. 

It was how he was as manager of 
Newcastle, when he came so close 
to winning the league with one of the 
most exciting teams seen for years, 
and with England, when he eventu-
ally threw in the tactical towel after 
his all-action approach was found 
wanting on the international stage. 

Several times during his career 
he has walked away from the game, 
but on each occasion his love affair 
proved too strong and he found a 
way back. 

In 2001, with his year-old 
England scars still raw, he took on 
the task of managing Manchester 
City following their relegation under 
Joe Royle. 

City duly demolished all before 
them in the first division last season, 
scoring 108 goals, to surge back to 
the top flight. Keegan could con-
vince himself that his footballing 
philosophy was sound and, again, 
he was cast as The Messiah. 

The close season signing of 
French striker Nicolas Anelka 
buoyed confidence further and 
Keegan found himself talking of 
possible European qualification. 

This season, however, has 
already taken a toll on the manager. 
The youthful exuberance of his 
usually smiling face has been too 
often replaced by lines of worry as 
his team struggles to punch its 
weight in the premier league. 

The supporters, all too used to 
false dawns over Moss Side, were 
phlegmatic as their club slumped 
into the bottom three with just eight 
points from their opening 10 games. 

After losing 3-0 at home to 
Chelsea three weeks ago Keegan 
appeared at his wit's end. "We 
cannot keep coming away saying 
we did some good things but lost 3-
0," he said. 

"I can say as much as I like about 
the potential of the team and how 
well we can play. Maybe we need to 
win without playing well, rather than 
play well and lose, which is what 
we've been doing." 

Keegan's reluctant response to 
the problem was to drop midfielder 

Ali Benarbia, his most creative force 
last season, and bring in the no-
nonsense Australian Danny Tiatto 
to beef up the midfield. 

"I like my teams to play good 
football but results are what matters 
now," he said. 

The turnaround was immediate, 
with successive away wins over 
Birmingham City and West 
Bromwich Albion, the two teams 
who accompanied City up from the 
first division and who are already 
battling with them to avoid a return 
in six months's time. 

The harsh reality of premier 
league life appeared to have finally 
hit home to the man who always 
seemed to believe that if you scored 
enough goals at the right end you 
didn't need to worry too much about 
defending. 

However, six points later and 
with a derby against Manchester 
United next on the horizon, Keegan 
is already convincing himself that it 
is a temporary aberration. 

Asked if he was frustrated that he 
had been forced to cut out the 
cavalier approach to make progress 
he insisted it had been a decision 
based on individual form rather than 
any major strategic overhaul. 

"Because Ali (Benarbia) wasn't 
playing his very best we just couldn't 
carry two people in there," he said. 

"It's not tactical, it's form. If he's 
at his best Ali could get into any side 
in the world. It was a difficult deci-
sion but the results have proved it 
was the right one. 

"And we played some good 
football at Birmingham and West 
Brom where if we had been a little 
more careful with our final pass or 
our finishing you would have been 
looking at quite big away wins." 

"We will still look to be inventive, 
still try and score goals, but we need 
to do it at the right time - and be 
disciplined at the right time. 

"Nothing drastic has changed 
with my approach - the bottom line is 
that I still want to win every game." 

Keegan's way 

Eriksson quitting?

SVEN-GORAN ERIKSSON...trouble

KEVIN KEEGAN

 ALEX FERGUSON...running out of time?

City prevail in 
Manchester 
derby 
AFP, Manchester 

Manchester City marked the last 
Premiership derby at Maine Road in 
style on Saturday by blowing a 
gaping hole in Manchester United's 
title ambitions. 

A brace from Bermudan interna-
tional Shaun Goater sealed City's 
first win over their arch rivals in 13 
years after Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
had cancelled out Nicolas Anelka's 
5th minute opener for the home 
side. 

It was United's fifth defeat of the 
season and leaves Alex Ferguson's 
side trailing leaders Liverpool, who 
were playing later in the day at 
Middlesbrough, by a margin that is 
rapidly becoming too big to be made 
up. 

For City, the win was a fitting 
outcome for the final Premiership 
derby at Maine Road before the club 
move to the new Commonwealth 
Games stadium on the east of 
Manchester. 

It also extended the winning run 
which has lifted Kevin Keegan's side 
out of the relegation zone to three 
matches. 

DENNIS BERGKAMP
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