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RECOMMENDATIONS

Theatre Ibsen's

Doll's House

November 08-13

Center for Asian Theatre (CAT)
holds International Ibsen
Conference and Theatre Festival
through an inaugural ceremony
‘The Relevance of A Doll's House
Translation and Adaptation' at Hotel
Purbani from 9:30 a.m. onwards.
The Seminars are being attended
by delegations from India,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Japan,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Zimbabwe and Zambia.

Group art show
November4-15
Alliance Francaise holds a Group
Art Exhibition, 'Figure of 5' being
participated by artists Jamal
Ahmed, Mustafa Zaman, Abhijit
Choudhury, Setara Elin and Dewan
Mizan.

The show is open daily from 9
a.m.to12p.m.andfrom5to8 p.m.

THE KALIMA TAYEBA

November 01-15

Entitled, 'The Kalima Tayeba', a
painting exhibition of eminent artist
Murtaza Baseer begins at the
gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in the city and remains
open every day from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and during Ramadan till
4:00p.m.

Japanese Doll
exhibition

October 29 November 9

A Japanese doll show takes place
atthe Bangladesh ShishuAcademy
premises in observance of the
ongoing Japan month in
Bangladesh. The exhibition
remains open from 11:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. every day while during
the Ramadan till 4:00 p.m.

0

l

'\‘

\
7

CULT

URE

Umbrella of old and young bands

JukeBox holds its fourth monthly concert featuring LRB and Bangla

HARUN UR RASHID

FTER a month's wait,
band-music fans of
Dhaka had their share of

this month's musical entertain-
ment as 'Juke Box' held its
fourth monthly music concert at
the BCIC auditorium on Novem-
ber 4 afternoon. Already famous
for holding monthly concerts
featuring different bands, Juke-
Box this time presented an old
and a new music group -- LRB
and Bangla. A huge crowd
gathered at the BCIC audito-
rium to enjoy the performance of
the two most famous bands of
thetime.

JukeBox is an organisation of
five energetic persons, three of
them having star identify in their
own fields. With two brothers
named Aakash and Shagor, are
the two singers of the band
'‘Dolchhut'-- Bappa Mazumder
and Shanjib Chowdhury, and
the famous TV presenter Abdun
Noor Tushar. They teamed up in
July 2002 with a view to initiating
a platform where bands may

perform before their fans on
regular monthly basis.

In association with a brand
product of Lever Brothers,
Close Up toothpaste, JukeBox
has so far arranged three con-
certs up to October. In the first
concert JukeBox presented
'Feedback' and 'Vikings'. The
second concert featured
'Dolchhut’ and 'Swadhinota'’;
and the third presented 'Souls',
'Shomoy' and the band 'Dhaka’.

In this fourth concert Juke-
Box introduced a novelty in its
ticketing system. On a part of
the tickets the audience had to
scribble in the brand names of
toothpaste they generally use
and a slogan expressing their
impression about JukeBox. The
best ten slogan writers were
given gift-boxes and tickets for
the next concert.

'‘Bangla’ took the stage when
the auditorium was still quite
sparsely filled, but soon crowd
of youths started pouring in.
Amidst continuous cheering of
the audience, 'Bangla' per-

formed some fifteen numbers,
all of which were warmly wel-
comed by the audience.

Formed in 1998, Bangla has
recently drawn considerable
attention of the music fans
through its novel trend of fusing
modern musical features into
the age-old scores of folksongs
of Bangladesh. Improvising the
music of high-tech instruments
like bass-guitar, drums, even
modern percussion items,
Bangla has clearly been able to
revive the ancient folk music
tradition in a newer mould.
Especially, the baritone voice of
Anusheh, the lead vocal of the
band, with kind of harsh huski-
ness in it, creates animpalpable
attraction among the audience.
It was nice to observe the
revived popularity of folk lyrics
and music particularly with the
young generation.

Bangla performed numbers
like 'Nao chhaira de," 'Moriley
kandish naa', 'Khachar bhitor
ochin pakhi', 'Porer jaga porer
jomi ghar banaiya aami roi' and

a number of other similarly
popular songs. The prolonged
and slowed-down presentation
of the Lalon-song 'Khachar
bhitor ochin pakhi' was surely a
new experience for the older
audience of the song. "Ki dila
mohajan, ki oshadharon ayojan’
verged on the spiritual mysti-
cism in questions addressed to
the supreme creator regarding
this futile earthly life.

The line-up of Bangla con-
sisted of Tipu on the percussion,
Buno on the bass guitar,
Shantanu on the drums, Kaartik
and Arnab on the guitar, Arnab
being another vocal of the team
besides Anusheh.

With LRB came a change in
the atmosphere and mood, for
most songs of the old band were
of the mainstream kind of band-
music. The soul of LRB, vocal
Aiyub Bachchu is famous for his
melodious music. His adept
playing on the bass guitar also
claims much admiration.

Tracks like 'Meye," 'Mon
chailey mon pabey," 'Obhilashi

aami', '"Aami baromaash tomai
bhlobashi,' 'Shei tumi keno eto
ochenaholey,''Ekhon onek raat'
were all so entertaining for the
audience. And at times it
seemed that Bachchu's fans
were not half so bad as singers!
Quite often the whole audience
started singing while LRB
played the music on the stage.
Sure Bachchu himself enjoyed
this participation of the audi-
ence, for now and often he
declared that the Bangladeshi
audience is the best audience
around the globe. Even he said
that he would not go home that
evening so enthusiastic was
the whole atmosphere.

The concert of November 4
was yet another step forward for
JukeBox towards establishing a
permanent platform for bands
and their audience. As Abdun
Noor Tushar said, it seems very
likely that someday someone
might boastfully say, 'Have been
enjoying music regularly for 40
years!'

A milestone for our cinema

Internationally acclaimed film Matir Moina receives nomination for Academy Awards

CULTURE DESK

AREQUE Masud's Matir

Moina adds another

featherinits cap asithas
won for the first time as a
Bangladeshi film the nomination
for the prestigious Academy
Awards in the Best Foreign
Language Film category. At a
press conference held at a local
Chinese restaurant recently, an
official committee, launched for
the selection of the best

Bangladeshi film of the year to
be represented at the Academy
Awards ceremony, announced
the decision.

The Committee, brought
together under the leadership of
the Bangladesh Federation of
Film Societies, was comprised
of representatives from the
country's cine-culture and film
industry. The Committee mem-
bers explained that the decision
to select Matir Moina as the best
film of the year was made on the

|

Ibrahim, a madrassah teacher

basis of the film's artistic merit
and technical quality. Besides
the film has also met the primary
requirement of a minimum
seven-day consecutive run at a
commercial cinema hall in the
country of its origin.

The Committee members
include, Shahidul Islam
Khokon-- President, Bangla-
desh Film Directors' Associa-
tion; Saiful Islam Chowdhury --
President, Bangladesh Motion
Picture Exhibitors' Association;

Professor Abdus Selim -- Vice
President, International Film
Critics' Association; Akhand
Sanwar Morshed -- former
General Secretary, Bangladesh
Film Producers' and Distribu-
tors' Association; renowned film
director Morshedul Islam;
Mohammed Khashru -- Presi-
dent, Bangladesh Federation of
Film Societies; and Nasiruddin
Yousuf Bachchu -- President,
Shammilito Sanskritik Jote.
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| Telefilm
Devdas

returns

Film-maker Shahidul Islam Mintu
brings Devdas on TV channel soon

CULTURE DEsSK

FTER its great success as

feature films in India and

Bangladesh, the plot of
Devdas, an epic novel of famous
Bengali author Sharatchandra
Chatterjee, now comes before
television viewers of Bangladesh.

Film-maker Shahidul Islam Mintu
writes a fresh version of the script
suitable for television viewing and
brings the production as a tele-film,
premiere of which is to be aired on
Channel-l, a private TV channel of
the country, during the forthcoming
Eid holidays.

Devdas is a love-story that needs
hardly any introduction. The saga of
a man called Devdas who loves,
loves and just loves and one who
shares a magnetic childhood with
his lovely playmate Paro where
supreme love is felt before it is
understood. When youth beckons,
the loved intensifies. But on a fateful
moment that of weakness on the
part of Devdas creates a permanent
wall of separation between him and
his beloved Paro. On one side of the
wall remains a heartbroken Paro
who becomes the wife of a middle-
aged rich person. And on the other,
stays behind a completely shattered
Devdas.

Unable to bear the agony of a life
without Paro, Devdas makes alco-
hol his constant companion. But that
even fails to make him forget the
piercing pain. Even the unflinching
devotion of a beautiful courtesan

A scene from the tele-film 'Devdas’

Chandramukhi does not ease the
heartache. Devdas reaches the end
of his life.

But even before losing the light of
his soul, all Devdas urges, is to
glance at Paro just once, thus giving
his love the greatest dignity of all.
When the van carrying the ailing
Devdas reaches Paro's in-law's
doorsteps, another door opens up
for the lost lover that of the heavens.
Devdas leaves behind a testimony
of true love that stays pure, chaste,
undemanding and thus immortal.
Indeed, love has been his life and
love makes him live on.

Various roles are cast by top
television stars of the country
including Mahfuz Ahmed as
Devdas, Tarin as Parbati, Tania as
Chandramukhi, Shahiduzzaman
Selim as Chunilal, Afzal Sharif,
Shirin Bakul, Probir Mitra, Taru
Mustafa, late Mozammel Hossain
and others.

Songs of the production are
rendered by artistes Runa Laila,
Andrew Kishore, Baby Nazneen,
Asif and Bari Siddiky, who is too, the
music director.

The production team of the tele-
film wishes to air it on the Bangla
satellite channel, ETV Bangla. 'We
have kept the original plot of the
novel in this tele-film of ours and
now and it is to be seen how the
viewers receive the freshly made
Devdas', says Shahidul Islam.
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TV GUIDE

BTV

12:10p.m. News headline
12:15 Patriotic songs
12:48 Songs (Rpt.)

1:00  News

1:20  Health based program
1:45  Ajker shongbadpotro
2:00 News headline

2:05 Dance program
2:30  English debate

3:00 News

3:30  Drama of the week (rpt.)
4:00 News headline

4:35  Nibedon

5:00 News

5:05 Mahe Ramadan
5:35  A-ma-ri-Bangla

6:00 News

6:10  Wrestling

7:00  News headline

7:05  Weather

7:10  Asia this week

7:30  Sheigaan guli

8:00 News

8:30  Ananda ghanta

9:00 News headline

9:30  Selected program
10:00 News atten

10:25 News feature

10:30  Contemporary Drama
10:35  Jhilmil: Film songs
11:30  Khabar / News
11:45 Closing
CHANNEL-i

7:00a.m. Prothom Sur

9:30  You boss

10:00 Music Plus

10:40 Nilanjona

11:10  Pepsi Live Concert
11:40 Drama serial

12:00p.m. Drama serial

1:00  Marine location thekey

1:35 Hamd & Naat

2:00 Bangla feature film

5:00 Hamd O' Naat

5:30 Islam and Science

5:45  Teer Monohar Iftar

6:10  Music Plus

6:45  Drama serial

7:15  Channel | News

7:45  Telequiz

7:50  Band songs

8:20 Magazine

9:00 Channel | News

9:30  Shongbadpotrey
Bangladesh

9:40  Telequiz

10:00 Drama serial

10:25 Channel | Mobile Quiz

10:30  Channel | News

11:15  Your choice ole ole

12:00a.m. Channel | News
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