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Bayern Munich's Brazilian striker Giovane Elber (C) and Ghanaian Sammy Kuffour (2nd R) trying to restrain their 
French teammate Bixente Lizarazu (R) away from Croatian Niko Kovac (L) during an altercation in training at Munich 
on November 7. In background is Pablo Thiam (2nd L).

Scottish Cup

Caniggia 
takes
Rangers to 
semis
REUTERS, Dunfermline

Claudio Caniggia came off the 
bench to score the late goal which 
gave Rangers a 1-0 victory at 
Dunfermline in their Scottish 
League Cup quarter-final. 

Both sides had chances to score 
in an evenly-contested affair at East 
End Park before the Argentine 
striker settled matters with a header 
on 79 minutes. 

Dunfermline, hammered 6-0 by 
Rangers in the premier league 
earlier this season, will feel 
aggrieved not to have at least taken 
the match into extra-time after 
enjoying as much pressure as the 
visitors. 

Caniggia, who came on as a 
substitute for Michael Mols, rose to 
head Mikel Arteta's free-kick past 
the despairing dive of goalkeeper 
Marco Ruitenbeek. 

Celtic, who edged out Partick 
Thistle 5-4 in an 18-shot penalty 
shootout on Wednesday, were 
paired with Livingston or Dundee 
United in the semi-final draw while 
Rangers will face either Aberdeen or 
Hearts. 

Both semi-finals will be played at 
Hampden Park in the first week of 
February. 

FA charge
Bergkamp
AFP, London

Arsenal's current woes increased 
on Friday when the English Football 
Association announced that it had 
charged the club's Dutch striker 
Dennis Bergkamp with violent 
conduct. 

Bergkamp has 14 days to 
respond to the FA charges over an 
incident in the October 26 match 
against Blackburn in which he 
appeared to stamp on Nils-Eric 
Johansson. 

If found guilty, Bergkamp could 
find himself fined and banned for up 
to three matches -- the last thing 
Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger would 
want after the double winners' run of 
five defeats in their last six games. 

Although television pictures 
clearly showed Bergkamp's studs 
making contact with Johansson's 
chest, the match referee, Graham 
Barber, had a clear view of the 
incident and did not even book the 
Arsenal player. 

Bergkamp has said there was no 
violent intent in his gesture and 
expressed surprise that the FA 
should have decided to look at it 
again. 

Beckham 
amazes
Fergie
AFP, London

Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson says he cannot under-
stand how his star player David 
Beckham copes with a life led in the 
constant glare of the media. 

The fame associated with being 
England captain and the husband of 
former Spice Girl Victoria Adams 
has put intense pressure on 
Beckham, culminating in the recent 
plot to kidnap his wife and children. 

Ferguson is wary over the 
amount of time Beckham has to 
spend in the public limelight, 
although he insists he has no wor-
ries over the midfielder's commit-
ment to United. 

"He has a lifestyle he enjoys and 
I do not know how he does it," 
Ferguson said in The Sun on Friday. 
"I don't know how he can live that life 
because of the attention he gets all 
the time. 

"Television has projected football 
players into a superstar status 
which is not really justified." 

And Ferguson said Beckham 
had encouraged the attention. 

"David enjoys it. He realises he 
has a star status and a lot of it is by 
his own design. 

"He has cultivated it himself. He 
likes to dress in a certain way, 
changes his hairstyle and is not 
aware how that is portrayed by a lot 
of people. 

"I say that to him time and again. 
"One thing I am content about is 

that when David is here he is a 
footballer, trains well and always 
tries. 

"He is blessed with great stam-
ina, always tries and you have to 
admire that. He is also down to earth 
and has terrific manners." 

Four Romanians and a Kosovo 
Albanian suspected of plotting to 
kidnap Victoria and possibly the 
Beckhams '  two  sons  were  
remanded in custody Monday as the 
investigation into the alleged abduc-
tion continued. 

The four are charged with theft 
but were to undergo further ques-
tioning.  They are due to appear in 
court againext Monday. 

Beckham has won praise for 
playing on and scored in United's 2-
0 League Cup victory over Leicester 
on Tuesday. 

A street 
named
Ronaldo!
AFP, Rio de Janeiro

Rio de Janeiro's town council 
approved a decree Thursday to 
name a street in the Brazilian city 
after World Cup hero Ronaldo 
Nazario. 

According to TV Globo the 
General Cesar Obino street in the 
Bento Ribeiro area to the north west 
of the city will change its name to 
celebrate the World Cup's top scorer. 

It was in this street that 26-year-
old Ronaldo, who signed for Real 
Madrid this summer for 45 million 
euros (44.1m dollars), lived as a child 
and first began to play with a football. 

Ronaldo scored both goals in 
Brazil's 2-0 World Cup final victory in 
Yokohama, Japan this summer. 

UEFA Cup

Berlin first to
Round Three
AFP Berlin

German outfit Hertha Berlin became 
the first team to qualify for the third 
round of the UEFA Cup as they 
eased past Cypriot side Apoel 
Nicosia 4-0 here on Thursday. 

Brazilian striker Marcelinho was 
inspired as he scored one and was 
involved in goals by Michael Preetz, 
Stefan Beinlich and Luizau which 
assured Huub Stevens' side a 5-0 
aggregate scoreline. 

Af ter  just  e ight  minutes,  
Marcelinho's corner picked out team 
captain Preetz who scored a power-
ful header from close range past 
goalie Michael Morphis. 

Within five minutes the hosts 
were 2-0 up when Alex Alves 
crossed for Preetz, but although the 
first goalscorer missed the ball, a 
Marcelinho volley from the corner of 
the penalty area got past Morphis. 

German international Arne 
Friedrich almost grabbed another 
after 17 minutes but he headed a 
Marcelinho centre against the 
crossbar. 

Beinlich extended Hertha's lead 
after 61 minutes after a corner was 
pulled back to the edge of the area 
by Marcelinho. 

Substitute Luizau then scored 
his first ever goal for Hertha after 67 
minutes, after Marcelinho broke 
down the left and cut the ball back to 
his countryman to score from 13 
metres. 

But Luizau received a nasty cut 
on his calf and Hertha played the 
last 15 minutes with ten men. 

Keane won't 
appeal ban
AFP, Manchester

Roy Keane insisted Thursday that a 
five-match ban and hefty fine 
imposed by the Football Association 
over the contents of his autobiogra-
phy were unjustified but confirmed 
he would not be appealing the 
sanctions. 

The Manchester United captain 
was found guilty on two counts of 
bringing the game into disrepute 
over his foul on Manchester City's 
Alfie Haaland and subsequent 
claims in his autobiography that the 
tackle was intended to injure. 

As well as the ban, Keane was 
fined 150,000 pounds (151,000 
dollars). 

"I believe that the charges 
brought against me by the Football 
Association were not justified and I 
feel that the evidence and argu-
ments put forward by me and my 
legal representatives to the disci-
plinary commission were sufficiently 
strong," Keane said in a statement. 

"Accordingly, I would prefer to 
have this matter reviewed by way of 
an appeal. 

"However, I consider that I must 
put the interests of Manchester 
United Football Club and my family 
before my own, and for that reason I 
have decided not to pursue an 
appeal against the decision of the 
Football Association Disciplinary 
Commission." 

Lizarazu
disciplined
AFP, Munich

French international defender 
Bixente Lizarazu was fined 10,000 
euros by Bayern Munich after a 
punchup during training with his 
teammate Niko Kovac on 
Thursday. 

Lizarazu and the Croatian 
international came to blows over a 
series of mistakes in a training 
match and had to be pulled apart 
by assistant coach Michael 
Henke. 

After discussing the issue with 
each player, Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld decided Lizarazu was to 
blame. 

"It was clearly him who started 
the argument," said Hitzfeld. "He 
will have an appropriate fine for 
someone on his salary." 

Bayern have had a terrible 
season after being knocked out of 
the European Champions League 
in the first stage but they began the 
road to recovery with a 2-1 win 
over Hannover 96 to reach the 
third round of the German Cup on 
Wednesday.

French league table af ter  
Thursday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Lyon          14 7 4 3   27   1 6   
 25 
Auxerre    14 7 3 4   18   14   24 
Paris SG    13 6 5 2   22   1 1   
 23 
Nice           13 6 5 2   18   7   

TOP SIX

AFP, Paris

Champions Lyon took control of the 
French league Thursday following a 
hard fought 2-1 win at Le Harve as 
previous leaders Auxerre suffered 
their third loss in a row with a 1-0 
defeat at Ajaccio. 

Guy Roux's men saw their slim 
one-point lead wiped out under the 
rain of Corsica with just four minutes 
left and are now one point behind 
provisional leaders Lyon who jump 
from fifth. 

Meanwhile Lyon got off to a 
cracking start, opening the scoring 
after just ten minutes after French 
international Eric Carriere finished 
off a strike from Sonny Anderson. 

But the French champions were 

pushed hard in defence with the 
relentless pressure of Le Havre 
strike duo Florent Sinama-Pongolle 
and Anthony Le Tallec. 

A poor clearance from Lyon 
goalkeeper Gregory Coupet was 
salvaged by Le Havre midfielder 
Yazid Mansouri, and pinpoint pass-
ing from Sinama-Pongolle to Le 
Tallec gave the hosts the equaliser 
after 58 minutes. 

Lyon responded and with just 
three minutes to go Brazilian 
defender Claudio Cacapa claimed 
the winner after finishing off a strike 
from countryman Juninho which 
had hit the crossbar. 

But there was no such escape at 
Ajaccio for beleaguered Auxerre 
who had looked to be heading for a 
draw when a last minute strike from 
the right from Cyril Granon was 
finished off by Hoalid Regragui. 

Meanwhile this season's sur-
prise package Nice, in fourth place, 

host Monaco in a Riviera derby on 
Friday and the following day fifth-
placed Marseille make the trip to 
Guingamp. 

Also on Saturday third-placed 
Paris Saint Germain, who could 
have taken top spot on Sunday 
though they lost 3-1 at Sedan, 
entertain Sochaux.

League One

Lyon alone atop

AFP, Rome

Second meet third in Italy as AC 
Milan travel to Turin to face reigning 
champions Juventus at the Stadio 
Delle Alpi on Sunday. 

Both teams will be looking to 
keep pace with unbeaten league 
leaders Inter Milan who entertain 
strugglers Udinese at the San Siro 
the night before. 

Juven tus ,  who  a re  a l so  
unbeaten but have drawn more 
games than Inter, have yet to find 
top gear this season. 

But back-to-back 1-0 victories at 
Modena and Piacenza respectively 
show they know how to grind out 
important victories. 

It may not be pretty to watch, but 
coach Marcello Lippi is not losing 
sleep over his team's gritty perfor-
mances. 

"I've no complaints if we get the 
three points, it's as simple as that," 
he said. 

"People can analyse the perfor-
mances as much as they like, but 
the bottom line is we are unbeaten 
in the league. 

"I admit we didn't start well, but 
we are now looking solid once again 
at home and in Europe. 

"We are through to the second 
phase of the Champions League 
and are third in the league, so there 
is plenty to be positive about." 

Lippi said such a heavy schedule 
was making it difficult to play attrac-
tive football every week. 

"We would love to put on a show 
every time we played, but it's just not 
possible," he added. 

"Players get tired with games 
coming thick and fast, that's natural. 

"That's why we have a big squad. 
We rotate the team to keep legs 
fresh." 

Inter's in-form striker Hernan 
Crespo is expected to resume his 
partnership with Christian Vieri for 
Saturday's clash at home to 
Udinese. 

V i e r i  w a s  r e s t e d  f o r  
Wednesday's 4-3 win at Empoli, a 
victory which maintained Hector 
Cuper's side 100 per cent away 
record. 

Crespo, who scored the opening 
goal in Tuscany, said he was not 
surprised at how well he and Vieri 
have hit it off this season. 

"There was talk we couldn't play 
together but in all honestly that was 
just the press looking for a story," he 
said. 

"After only a couple of games 
Vieri and I struck up a good under-
standing and I think that shows in 
our games." 

Crespo arrived at Inter this 
summer as a replacement for 
Ronaldo, but the Argentine striker is 
not bothered by the obvious com-
parisons with the Real Madrid star. 

"I don't really take too much 
notice but it is only normal that I'm 

judged against Ronaldo," Crespo 
said. 

"It happened to me when I joined 
Lazio from Parma. I came in after 
Giuseppe Signor i  and Gig i  
Casiraghi and they were wor-
shipped by the supporters. Today it 
is Ronaldo." 

The Nerazzurri have made a 
superb start with seven wins and a 
draw, but Crespo is more wary of the 
threat posed by title-holders 
Juventus rather than second-
placed Milan. 

"They are our two main rivals but 
Juventus are the biggest danger, " 
he said. 

"They never throw a season 
away. They never give up on the 
title." 

In other matches fourth-placed 
Lazio will be looking to for their fifth 
victory of the campaign at home to 
Parma, who edged a seven goal 
thriller 4-3 against Brescia in mid-
week. 

Chievo, in fifth, host basement 
club Atalanta in Verona, while AS 
Roma travel to Piacenza. 

Serie A preview

Match of the week in Turin

Bundesliga preview

Bayern with a 
weary Ballack
AFP, Berlin

Beleaguered Bayern Munich face 
German champions Borussia 
Dortmund on Saturday with midfield 
playmaker Michael Ballack com-
plaining that he is tired. 

After a dreadful 10 days, Bayern 
might have turned the corner by 
beating Hannover 96 2-1 in the 
second round of the German Cup on 
Wednesday in front of a sparse 
crown at the Olympic Stadium. 

But Ballack, who created the 
second goal in that game, said in an 
interview on Thursday that he 
blamed the club's humiliating first-
phase el iminat ion from the 
Champions League on the ever 
shorter off-season. 

He said he had returned to the 
club tired after Germany's World 
Cup campaign which saw them 
reach the final against most expec-
tations. 

"Physically I'm in a bit of a hole, 
I'm a bit tired," Ballack told Kicker's 
website. "It's nothing to do with a 
lack of desire, it's because I've lost 
weight. And the winter break is not 
going to help a lot. 

"The cause is this crazy sched-
ule without a break. It's even worse 
this season. The Bundesliga ends 
on May 24 and on June 11 we have 
European Championships qualify-
ing matches. 

"I'm getting really fed up with it." 

AFP, Buenos Aires

Argentine goal machine Gabriel 
Batistuta confirmed his international 
retirement here Thursday a day 
after he failed to make Marcelo 
Bielsa's squad for an upcoming 

friendly against Japan. 
The 33-year-old forward, whose 

goals for Fiorentina and current 
team Roma in Italy's Serie A have 
made him one of the most feared 
strikers in recent times, said how-
ever he had his own reasons for the 
decision. 

Argentina, one of the favourites 
for this year's World Cup, were 
unceremoniously dumped from the 

competition in the first round. 
Bielsa's side went from blazing a 

trail through the South American 
qualifiers to bowing out of the World 
Cup after an opening match win 
against Nigeria, a defeat to England 
and draw with Sweden. 

However 'Batigol' said neither 
that unforgettable memory, or his 
recent omission from the squad, 
was to blame for his decision. 

Batistuta calls it a day

INTERNET

Brazilian superstar Ronaldo yester-
day was touted as the 2002 World 
Player of the Year, despite his far 
from convincing form for new club 
Real Madrid in recent games. 
However, it seems that FIFA will 
have no other choice to give one of 
its top prizes to a player whose only 
impact came in the space of four 
weeks this summer, as the list of 
potential nominees grows ever 
shorter by the day.

Ronaldo's version of the party 
political broadcast has astonish-
ingly borne fruit with news that he 
will be named as the recipient of 
FIFA's top player prize even though 
the winner is not revealed until next 
month. 

Spanish TV station 'Telecinco' 
has claimed that sources close to 
football's world governing body 
have disclosed that Ronaldo will top 
the poll followed closely by Oliver 
Kahn, whilst Zinedine Zidane is in 
third place.

Barely 24 hours earlier and 
Ronaldo had been trumpeting his 
candidature for the prestigious 
honour: "I consider myself a very 
strong candidate for the Player of 
the Year Award, as I won the World 
Cup and was top scorer in that 
tournament with eight goals," he 

enthused.
Of course if a straw poll had been 

taken at the end of June then 
Ronaldo would have been the 

overwhelming winner. But those 
events in the Far-East as he held 
aloft the World Cup are now just a 
distant memory. In the cold light of 
day and without the euphoria of the 
World Cup, Ronaldo's record paints 
a different picture.

He has been limited to just 15 
league appearances in the past 
twelve months for Internazionale 
and then for Real Madrid, where he 
has come under scrutiny following a 
barren spell after his two-goal debut 
last month. The goal-drought does 
not seem to have bothered the 
Brazilian striker who vowed: "I'll 

soon be scoring again. I'm sure the 
goals will come. I know that I'm not 
getting goals but we need to be 
patient. When I get to know my 
teammates better, everything I do 
will be better."

Nevertheless, it seems that he 
maybe the only viable contender 
despite his poor showing for his 
domestic clubs over the past year. 
Oliver Kahn would have been most 
people's choice following his hero-
ics for Bayern Munich last season 
and then for Germany in the World 
Cup, where he became the first 
goalkeeper to win the Golden ball - 
the award for the best player in the 
tournament.

However, his dismal outings in 
recent games which has seen 
Bayern crash out of the Champions 
League may have scuppered his 
chances. Likewise, Raul and Zidane 
have caught the eye on the domes-
tic and continental front, but are 
unlikely to win as both Spain and 
France suffered ignominious exits in 
this summer's big tournament.

That leaves Roberto Carlos, who 
thinks the award should go to him: 
"I'm the only player in the world who 
has won everything within the space 
of 48 days. What more can I do? I've 
won the Champions League, the 
World Cup and the European Super 
Cup in the same year. Nobody else 
has," he boasted. He may have a 
point.

The only candidate?

AFP, Madrid

Surprise Spanish league leaders 
Real Sociedad fast the sternest test 
of their season so far when they 
host Deportivo La Coruna on 
Saturday. 

The home clash with Deportivo is 
the start of a series of matches 
which could expose the real ambi-
tions of a club which last won the 
First Division title in 1982. 

Sociedad face Real Madrid at 
the Bernabeu next week and then 
Barcelona on December 1 as they 
bid to preserve their three-point lead 
over reigning champions Valencia. 

Former Liverpool goalkeeper 

Sander Westerveld has the unenvi-
able job of stopping free-scoring 
Deportivo striker Roy Makaay from 
ruining the ambitions of the Basque 
club. 

"He's a very hard player to stop," 
Westerveld said on the Marca 
website on Friday. "He's so fast and 
he has great ability with either foot. 
In the five years he has been in 
Spain he has shown what a great 
player he is because he always 
scores a lot of goals." 

Stuttering Real Madrid must win 
against Rayo Vallecano in a city 
derby which has always failed to 
inflame the passions of the cross-
c i t y  c lashes  in  M i lan  and  
Manchester. 

It would be a perfect time for 
Ronaldo to add the paltry two goals 
he has scored since his 45-million-

euro transfer from Inter Milan. 
The Brazilian World Cup winner 

said this week he was confident the 
goals would come once he reached 
full fitness. 

His strike partner Raul mean-
while could miss the match after 
losing three kilogrammes with a 
stomach bug. 

Primera Liga preview

Sociedad's major test

AFP, Tokyo

Brazilian legend Zico does not want 
to be compared with former coach 
Philippe Troussier or comment on 
the previous team, but he believes 
better relations with Japanese clubs 
will make the national team stron-
ger. 

"We've made the schedule of the 
national team for 2003 giving con-
sideration to each club's request. 
I'm sure that will give us a better 
preparation for the World Cup 
qualifying round," said Zico at a 

press conference Friday. 
"When Kashima Antlers took part 

in the Asian Cup Winners Cup in 
1998, six of the starting line up had 
to leave for the national team. It was 
only for a training camp in Australia. 

"It was a big, big disadvantage 
for us. As a result, I had to send farm 
team players to the Cup and we 
were beaten." 

Zico was the Antlers technical 
director before becoming the 
national team head coach. 

"The Antlers have won the most 
titles among the Japanese clubs, 
but they were beaten 6-0 in a 
friendly in Italy. Many clubs have a 
chance to play overseas and experi-
ences overseas will surely improve 

their teams," he said. 
"So I hope the clubs will give their 

players more chances to play over-
seas and to have more experiences. 
That's the best way to make the 
national team stronger." 

Troussier had quarrelled with 
Japanese football officials and clubs 
many times and was on the verge of 
being fired shortly before a 2-2 draw 
with 1998 World Cup winners 
France in June 2000, which revived 
the Frenchman. 

Troussier, who successfully 
guided Japan for the first-ever time 
to the knockout round

of the World Cup in June, also 
often refused to take questions in 
his troubled relationship with the 

Zico has his own style

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro

For the past 30 years, Santos have 
been looking back wistfully to the 
days when Pele turned them into the 
world's best club side.

Pele was raised at the club, 
spent 16 unforgettable years there 
and left in 1973 to play out the twi-
light of his career in North America.

Since his departure, Santos 
have been largely living on past 
glories.

They have not won a domestic 
title since 1984 and, last year, made 
headlines only thanks to the behav-
iour of their supporters, who 
invaded training sessions in protest 
at the team's performances and 
threatened the players.

This year, however, Santos have 
come back to life and unearthed a 
team who now have the club looking 
hopefully to the future instead of 
nostalgically into the past.

Seventeen-year-old midfielder 
Diego and 18-year-old striker 
Robinho are rated among the most 
exciting prospects Brazilian football 
has produced for a long time.

Pele, who still has strong con-
nections with his old club, is 
reported to have seen Robinho 
playing three years ago and com-
mented: "This lad takes me back to 
the start of my career."

The pair are backed up by more 
players barely out of their teens -- 
including goalkeeper Julio Sergio 
and midfielders Elano and Renato.

Even captain and midfield 
hardman Paulo Almeida is a mere 
21 and only three members of the 
regular first-team squad are over 
25.

"Brazilian football hasn't had a 
group of young players like this for a 
long  t ime, "  sa id  Fernando 
Calazans, a columnist in the Rio de 

Janeiro daily O Globo.
Last weekend's 2-0 win at 

Guarani virtually guaranteed 
Santos a place in the quarter-finals 
of the Brazilian championship, 
leaving them third with two games to 
play in the qualifying stage. They 
have 39 points from 23 matches.

But, more than the results, it is 
the Santos style which has been 
most impressive.

In the last 20 years, Brazilian 
football's traditional artistry has 

been tempered by European influ-
ences, with most coaches preferring 
to talk of tactics and discipline rather 
than skill and talent.

Santos's game, based on what 
critics sometimes dub "futbol-
moleque" -- literally cheeky school-
boy football -- and all-attack, has 
allowed Brazilians a brief flirt with 
the past.

In just three games, the side beat 
three of Brazil's most popular teams 
and scored 11 goals in the process -
- 4-2 against Corinthians, 3-2 
against Atletico Mineiro followed by 
a stunning 4-1 win away to Cruzeiro.

Commanding the whole perfor-
mance is coach Emerson Leao, who 

has resurrected his own career after 
an unhappy nine months in charge 
of the Brazil national team.

Leao's reign ended with him 
being unceremoniously fired follow-
ing the Confederations' Cup in 
2001.

Leao, whose temperament is as 
fiery as his flame-orange dyed hair, 
has not often been associated with 
the finer arts of the game and his 
apparent transformation from dour, 
defensive football to flowing attack 
has amazed many critics.

Curiously, Santos's success has 
been born out of economic neces-
sity.

For years, the club attempted to 
build teams by splashing out on 
expensive, big-name players known 
in Brazil as Medalhoes "Big 
Medals".

At the start of this year, Brazilian 
football's financial problems forced 
Santos directors to change direction 
and turn to home-grown products -- 
just as they did 40 years ago when 
they unearthed Pele's generation.

Diego, who made his debut at the 
start of this year, was discovered by 
club scouts in Ribeirao Preto, an 
agricultural centre in the state of 

Sao Paulo.
"I've always had confidence in 

my game but I never thought this 
would happen so quickly," he said.

Robinho was found in Sao 
Vicente, only a few kilometres from 
Santo's Vila Belmiro stadium.

There have been a few hiccups 
on the way. A run of three succes-
sive defeats had commentators 
wondering whether the team had 
peaked too soon and if the success 
was going to the heads of the young 
players.

Santos were also involved in ugly 
incidents after their 2-1 defeat at 
Paysandu, when central defender 
Preto was knocked briefly uncon-
scious by riot police who were pro-
tecting a linesman as the team 
protested about a decision.

Although there was universal 
condemnation for the police behav-
iour, Santos were also criticised for 
their hysterical reaction to a deci-
sion television replays clearly 
showed to have been correct.

Diego has also been in trouble. 
He caused controversy when he 
celebrated a goal against Sao Paulo 
by dancing on the rival club's 
emblem. Then he was sent off 
against Paysandu for treading on an 
opponent and, when he returned 
from suspension, was promptly 
substituted in his next game follow-
ing a below-par performance.

At the same time, Santos sup-
porters are wondering how long it 
can all last.

Brazilian clubs have to sell their 
best players to survive and 
European clubs are already 
reported to be casting a beady eye 
on the likes of Diego. Santos insist 
he is not for sale and Diego has 
already denied having talks about a 
possible move.

Experience suggests, however, 
that keeping the team together 
could prove a much more difficult 
task than actually building it.

RONALDO

FIXTURES 
Saturday: Malaga v Osasuna, 
Real Sociedad v Deportivo La 
Coruna, Rayo Vallecano v Real 
Madrid, Barcelona v Villareal, 
Valencia v Real Betis 
Sunday: Celta Vigo v Espanyol, 
Huelva v Valladolid, Real Mallorca 
v Alaves, Sevilla v Racing 
Santander, Atletico Madrid v 
Athletic Bilbao 

AFP, Manchester

One of the legends of English 
football will be among the crowd as 
Manchester City take on arch city 
rivals United for the last time at 
Maine Road on Saturday. 

Bert Trautmann, a German 
prisoner who decided to stay on in 
England at the end of the Second 
World War, earned his place in 
City's pantheon of heroes and the 
country's football folklore in the 
1956 FA Cup final. 

As he walked from the pitch, the 
City goalkeeper was famously 
photographed rubbing his "sore" 
neck - it was only after he had col-
lected his winner's medal that it 
transpired his neck had been bro-
ken during the match. 

Now 79 and retired in his native 
Germany, Trautmann has returned 
to Manchester to attend what will be 
the final Manchester derby to be 
played at City's home in the heart of 
the city's Moss Side district. 

At the end of the season, City will 
leave Maine Road and take up 
residence at a state-of-the-art 
municipal stadium that was built for 
this summer's Commonwealth 
Games in the east of Manchester. 

While Saturday's clash is sure to 
be an emotional affair, both manag-
ers will be keen to ensure their 
players remain focused on the 
battle for three points which carry 
considerable significance for both 
clubs. 

United cannot afford to lose any 

further ground on the league lead-
ers Liverpool and City will be des-
perate to move further away from 
the relegation zone, as well as 
eradicating the memory of their 
midweek exit from the League Cup 
at the hands of Second Division 
Wigan. 

Form, if that counts for anything 
on such occasions, points to a 
United victory, even if a combination 

of suspension and injury means that 
Alex Ferguson will be without David 
Beckham, Nicky Butt and Roy 
Keane. 

United have not lost to City in the 
league since the Premiership was 
launched a decade ago and they 
have won on their last four visits to 
Maine Road. 

It's not a record that United and 
England fullback Gary Neville 
wants to see ended. 

"I've never been through the 
agony of a derby defeat and I never 
want to," the 27-year-old said this 
week. "I've spoken to some of the 
lads who were involved in that 
infamous 5-1 defeat in 1989 and 

that's not something I want to suffer. 
"I may never have been put 

through something like that but I 
know the consequences of losing 
and it doesn't bear thinking about." 

Neville freely admits however 
that Kevin Keegan's City team, with 
Nicholas Anelka beginning to show 
signs of realising his enormous 
potential, have the creative ability to 
give any side problems. 

"The City forwards Kevin has 
assembled are the most dangerous 
I've known in my time facing them," 
he said. "In Anelka they have genu-
ine quality and Eyal Berkovic and Ali 
Benarbia are clever players." 

Leaders Liverpool face a tough 
trip to Middlesbrough, although 
Steve McClaren's side have begun 
to falter after an impressive start to 
the season. His side have slipped 
from third in the table to ninth over 
the last month and were eliminated 
from the League Cup by First 
Division Ipswich in midweek. 

Arsenal entertain Newcastle 
with a distinct, and totally unex-
pected, air of crisis swirling around 
Highbury. 

The Gunners, so awesome at 
the start of the season, squandered 
a two-goal lead over Sunderland in 
midweek to slump to their fifth 
defeat in six matches - hardly cham-
pionship stuff. 

Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger 
insists the double winners' season 
has not been derailed - but he could 
barely conceal his irritation with all 
the talk of a crisis. 

"That is newspaper talk and they 
can say what they like, it doesn't 
bother me," he said. 

Premiership preview

Maine Road get emotional

FIXTURES 
(1500 GMT kick off unless stated) 
Saturday: Arsenal v Newcastle, 
Aston Villa v Fulham, Bolton v 
W e s t  B r o m ,  C h e l s e a  v  
Birmingham, Everton v Charlton, 
Manchester City v Manchester 
U n i t e d  ( 1 2 1 5  G M T ) ,  
Middlesbrough v Liverpool, 
Southampton v Blackburn 
Sunday: Sunderland v Tottenham 
(1605 GMT), West Ham v Leeds 
(1400 GMT) 

FIXTURES
(1400 GMT kick-off unless stated)
Saturday: Inter Milan v Udinese 
(1700 GMT), Piacenza v Roma 
(1930 GMT) 
Sunday: Bologna v Como, Brescia 
v Empoli, Chievo v Atalanta, 
Juventus v AC Milan (1930 GMT), 
Lazio v Parma, Perugia v Torino, 
Reggina v Modena 

Santos season's senstion

DIEGO ROBINHO

FIXTURES 
Saturday: Schalke 04 v Bayer 
Leverkusen, VfB Stuttgart v VfL 
Bochum, Kaisers lautern v  
Hannover 96, VfL Wolfsburg v 
Werder Bremen, Bayern Munich V 
Borussia Dortmund, Hamburg SV 
v 1860 Munich, Arminia Bielefeld v 
Nuremberg 
Sunday: Monchengladbach v 
Energie Cottbus, Hertha Berlin v 
Hansa Rostock
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