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RECOMMENDATIONS

Group art show

November 4-15
Alliance Francaise holds a Group
Art Exhibition, 'Figure of 5' being
participated by artists Jamal
Ahmed, Mustafa Zaman, Abhijit
Choudhury, Setara Elin and Dewan
Mizan.

The show is open daily from 9
a.m.to12p.m.andfrom5to 8 p.m.

Solo painting

November 01-07

Artist Rebecca Sultana Moly holds
her first solo exhibition at Zainul
Gallery in the Fine Arts Institute in
the city. The show is open daily from
11:00a.m.t08:00 p.m.

THE KALIMA TAYEBA

November 01-15

Entitled, 'The Kalima Tayeba', a
painting exhibition of eminent artist
Murtaza Baseer begins at the
gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in the city and remains
open every day from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and during Ramadan till
4:00p.m.

Solo art exhibition
October 29 November 07

Painter Javed Jalil hosts a 10-day
solo exhibition titled, 'BLACK LINE',
at Shilpangan gallery (R # 5, Hse #
25, Dhanmondi R/A.) in the city that
has been inaugurated by Andre
Raynouard, Cultural Counsellor of
French Embassy in Bangladesh.
Special guests cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya and noted art and
drama critic, also an internationally
reputed playwright, Syed Ahmed
spoke on the inaugural ceremony
that was held at the venue on
October 29 evening. The exhibition
remains open to the visitors from
10:00a.m. t0 8:00 p.m. everyday.

Japanese Doll
exhibition

October 29 November 9

A Japanese doll show takes place
atthe Bangladesh Shishu Academy
premises in observance of the
ongoing Japan month in
Bangladesh. The exhibition
remains open from 11:00 a.m. to

Living patterns, passionate pursuits

Artist Jahirul Islam Shetu's first solo continues at Zainul Gallery 2

SAIFUL ISLAM

nude figure sitting on a
concrete pole plaits her
hair while weaving the

downy darkness of the falling
evening. A pattern of circular
mussels float across her back in
the dark. This motion of semi-
circular, circular, and oval pat-
terns strengthen the traces of
life in the figure, but the dark-
ness darkens almost every-
thing, only the outlines are visi-
ble. The first solo art exhibition
of Jahirul Islam Shetu that
began on November 1,2002 at
the Zainul Gallery-2 of the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts in the University
of Dhaka speaks of a potential
that would bloom in full tomor-
row.

The thickness of black paints
in some of his works are deceit-
ful. Dream and Jeer, if we con-
sider its subject matter, should
have been an overt expression
of frolic. The etching in this
particular piece of work is a
deceptive combination of crisp
lines and opaque texture. Shetu
tales a story of bygone days
which inspired this piece of work
; a shepherd used to watch at a
palace from distance and a
prince lived there. He used to
adorn himself in gorgeous out-
fits and a jeweled crown on his
head. The shepherd dreamed of
becoming a prince of his own
world. He tore the leaves of a
bough and decorated himself
with a mask and crown. In
Dream and Jeer the shepherd's
eyes are blinded by a pair of fern
leaves. This suggests the loss
of a clear ken, his vision is dark-
ened. A lonely doorway of a
palace is positioned to indicate
the imagination of the boy. The
dark texture of the work implies
the fall ofinnocence.

Jahirul Islam Shetu works
with different media; etching,
lithoprint, and woodcut print.

Melody-2 / Etching

them. His works in woodcut
prints studies gestures and thus
poses a study of faces. His

works in lithoprint depicts, in
general, broken pictures of life
in fragments. He piles up stories

upon stories and they reach a
harmony in this process of prog-
ress. Shetu's works in etching
capture moments like still pho-
tos.

The passionate pursuit of
figures can be seen in series-
works like Childhood and
Human Equation. A superb
blend of realism and imagina-
tion could be seen in the work
where two children look
upwards to see the flights of a
kite and a bird. A trace of dream
could be seen in their eyes, and
this seemed surely an achieve-
ment of the artist. Human mis-
ery and struggle, as social
issues, have also found their
expression in a few of his works.
In Abortive Prayer, desperate
attempts to search truth and the
urge to communicate with the
abstract entity to which the
prayer is cast are shown. On the
other hand Struggle shows a
staunch resistance against all
kinds of odds. And thus dark
aspects of life along with hope
are positioned side by side in his
works. Jahirul Islam Shetu, a
freelance artist, passed MFA in
1995 from the Institute of Fine,
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Promises of Winning back

Winning, a popular band of the 1990s, reappears
soon with a new album and a new line-up

HARUN UR RASHID

HE band music fans can now

have a change in their taste

of music. For once the highly
popular band 'Winning' is preparing
to come back to the scene soon with
a brand new album performed by a
new line-up. After their performance
at the Nestlé-sponsored 'Nescafé
Unplugged' music concert at Hotel
Sheraton back in 2000, 'Winning'
has stayed off-stage till now. This
was because the vocal of the band,
Zaman Ali Chandan, had suddenly
left Bangladesh immigrating to
Canada. 'Winning' had remained
since then without a vocal to con-
tinue its activities.

Recently, however, after more
than two-and-a-half years of
silence, three persons, a vocal
among them, have joined 'Winning'.
Solo performer Abidur Reza Jewel,
who has already earned recognition
and popularity among the fans of
modern Bangla songs, has joined
the old band as its vocal. Besides,
another promising singer, Pantho
Kanai, has joined 'Winning' as a
drummer replacing the band's
drummer Monirul Alam Tipu, who
will be now playing the percussions.
The third inclusion in the band's line-
up is that of the guitarist Niaz
Chowdhury Tito.

The older members of the band,
except Tipu, who has been with the
band since 1989 and has recently
taken charge of the percussions, will
be in their respective positions.
Biplob Ashraf, who joined the group
in 1985, is on the keyboard; Imran
Chowdhury Mobin joined in 1992
and is the band's bass guitarist.

Winning was established far
back in 1982 by five young men --
Ranjan, Shelly, Haider, Mitul and
Famid. Later Babu joined them on
the guitar. Their debut album of self-
title Winning appeared after seven
years in 1992. The line-up had by
then changed as Chandan and Tipu
had joined as the vocal and the
drummer. The album was a consid-
erable hit as the music lovers had
found some traits of difference from
the traditional songs of other popu-
lar bands. Biplob, the key-boardist
and the unofficial organiser of
Winning, says that they wanted to
do something different especially in
context of the songs. And they sure
did it, for a number of scores
became very popular. A large sec-
tion of the audience welcomed the
melodious soft rock style of songs
like 'Oi dur paharer dhare' etc. The
second album of 'Winning' titled
Ochena Shohor came out in 1995
with some fine tunes. The line-up of
the band had taken, by this time, yet

another turn of changes: Mobin had
replaced the bass guitarist Shelly,
and the other vocal Ranjan had left
the band. Since then the four-
member band travelled along up to
2000.

Biplob says, 'After Chandan had
left, we virtually stopped band-
activities, in spite of all our enthusi-
asm and passion for music, for the
want of a vocal.' They just could not
bring in a vocal and fill in the
vacancy. 'We had a particular sec-
tion of audience who had become
so much accustomed to our style
that we could not take the risk of
experimenting with any one else’,
says Biplob. Finally, however, the
band has found Jewel, who, accord-
ing to Biplob, has some similarity in
style and voice with Chandan.

'Winning' is hoping to release
their third album by the end of this
year. Working with the new album,
the title of which is yet to be decided,
is running fast but smoothly. Biplob
hopes that the team has been able
to keep up its old style while they
have also fused the present day
trends of music in the up-coming
album. This is now all matter of time
to wait for some new numbers that
may be winning back the hearts of
music lovers.
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