RECOMMENDATIONS

Group art show

November 4-15
Alliance Francaise holds a Group
Art Exhibition, 'Figure of 5' being
participated by artists Jamal
Ahmed, Mustafa Zaman, Abhijit
Choudhury, Setara Elin and Dewan
Mizan.

The show is open daily from 9
a.m.to12p.m.andfrom5to 8 p.m.

Solo painting

November 01-07

Artist Rebecca Sultana Moly holds
her first solo exhibition at Zainul
Gallery in the Fine Arts Institute in
the city. The show is open daily from
11:00a.m. t0 8:00 p.m.

THE KALIMA TAYEBA

November 01-15

Entitled, 'The Kalima Tayeba', a
painting exhibition of eminent artist
Murtaza Baseer begins at the
gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in the city and remains
open every day from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and during Ramadan till
4:00p.m.

Solo art exhibition
October 29 November 07

Painter Javed Jalil hosts a 10-day
solo exhibition titled, 'BLACK LINE',
at Shilpangan gallery (R # 5, Hse #
25, Dhanmondi R/A.) in the city that
has been inaugurated by Andre
Raynouard, Cultural Counsellor of
French Embassy in Bangladesh.
Special guests cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya and noted art and

drama critic, also an internationally
reputed playwright, Syed Ahmed
spoke on the inaugural ceremony
that was held at the venue on
October 29 evening. The exhibition
remains open to the visitors from
10:00a.m. to 8:00 p.m. everyday.

Japanese Doll
exhibition

October 29 November 9

A Japanese doll show takes place
atthe Bangladesh ShishuAcademy
premises in observance of the
ongoing Japan month in
Bangladesh. The exhibition
remains open from 11:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. every day while during
the Ramadan till 4:00 p.m.
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An emotional world of colour,
beauty and impression

Artist Rebeka Sultana displays her works at an exhibition in the city

Aziz AMIRUL

PLASHES and specks,

patterns and blocks in

shades of yellow, blue, red,
orange and white reign all across
the gallery in works of oil and acrylic,
those of Rebeka Sultana, a post-
graduate of the Institute of Fine Arts
of Dhaka University who currently
holds her first solo exhibition in the
institute's Zainul Gallery in the city.

Female portraits, figures and
forms muster among the 30-plus
compositions. Entitled 'My emotion
my world', the display contains
works of art those, in majority,
represent the inner psyche and
moral values, perceptions and
dreams of the female community of
this region of the world.

As Rebeka says, her works are
often too simple and realistic yet the
themes attempt to provide a feeling
of deep psychological trance to the
viewer with ingredients of bright
colour, bits and pieces of pasted
wrinkled paper, raised portions and
besides everything, with a notion of
intense simplicity throughout the
entire composition. 'l like to create
situations with added imageries and
subjects in my works', she says. As
Rebeka feels, there remains a wide
scope for experimentation when
fresh thoughts and ideas are imple-
mented upon semi-realistic cre-
ations.

Rebeka Sultana's women pos-
sess mixed characteristic qualities
of shyness, boldness, fun, sorrow,
love, caring and wisdom yet most of
all reach a common point in life
where lies strict and rigorous disci-
pline, social obligation and decree,
all of which are immensely difficult to
avoid.

A number of titled works, those
under common series, like 'Rhythm
of Life' and 'Waiting' portray contem-
porary circumstances faced by
women in the society, one which is
loaded with superstition, backward-
ness, religious outcry, moral
dilemma and other shortcomings
imposed by the possessive and
dominating, often oppressive and
exploitative male subjects.

'Wall', a dense and rich yellow-

Rhythm of Life-1

based composition, could be inter-
preted as a symbolic obstruction
faced by the female community and
the shade of yellow, in this case,
comes up to speak of all kinds of
social irregularities, provision and
enrichment of ill-elements, all of
which, once again, join hands to act
against the freedom and liberty of
the feminine character.

Nature too, turns out to be a
favourite subject of Rebeka. The
artist composes bird forms with
embellishment of a wide variety of

shades and with designs in thickly
multi-coloured outline frames on
canvas. 'l make an attempt to draw
my birds in a different way and to
give the subjects an entirely sepa-
rate dimensional quality'. A subcon-
scious element of the subdued
female mind, if seen from a different
angle, might even exist in the bird-
form of the artist that is a sup-
pressed desire to fly-off, hence
receive an ultimate freedom from
the torturous and threatening bond-
age of the male domination.

RS X PETR

Nature's beauty reveals more in
works like 'Moon Night', 'Patabahar’,
'Flower in a vase' and 'Flower,
through subtle romantic appeal and
through a combination of fantasy,
desire and suppressed emotional
agony of the female soul.

'Alone' depicts a girl who stays
within her very own psychic arena
and flirts with time and space to
express her untold pangs and
objections towards the harsh soci-
ety.

Another work that reflects some
important expressions of Rebeka's
characters appears before the
viewer with a title, 'Motion'. Colours
in deep shades seep and trickle
down the surface as the artistimple-
ments 'wash procedure' in her
composition. The female figure
looks upward and seems to burst in
silence with some unknown twinge
in her heart. A feeling of guilt creeps
upon the viewers' mind as one
closely observes the work.

Yet of all, the better work of art to
some is the one captioned, 'Festi-
val'. A sense of pleasure and gaiety
fills up the viewers' wit as the cherry
red background presents quite a
contrastingly shaded peacock, one
in milky white and drab navy blue.
'When | look at this work, my mind
returns back to the gleeful teen
years. One reminisces the good old
days, those of the festive seasons
when, with friends, all used to enjoy
the colours and flavours of life', says
the artist while elaborating on the
particular exhibit.

Dr. Farida Zaman, a professor
and Head of the Department of
Drawing and Painting of the Fine Arts'
Institute, while expressing her
thoughts on the works of Rebeka
Sultana, praises of the artist's in-
depth psychic analyses of the female
subjects and also mentions that the
displayed works would, perhaps,
open up fresh doorways in the com-
mon mind to think about, in a new
way, of plights and pangs, contribu-
tion and unexplored thoughts of the
women of our society.

The exhibition is open to all from
11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. everyday till
November7.
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In celebration of lore and folk

Bangladesh Folklore society organises 6th
International Folklore conference 2002

SAIFUL ISLAM

notable gathering of folk-

lore lovers could be seen

on both the days of the two-
day long 6th International Folklore
Conference 2002 organised by the
Bangladesh Folklore Society. The
opening day conference was held
at the ICMAB Auditorium, Nilkhet,
Dhaka, on November 1, 2002. The
second day's conference, on
November 2 was held far from the
madding crowd of the capital city, at
Tepantor, Bhaluka in Mymensingh.
The core theme of the conference
was The Study of Folklore in the
Modern World.

Professor Mazharul Islam in his
paper, The Study of Folklore in the
Modern World presented an elabo-
rate discussion on the beginning of
the human civilization and the
awakening of the creative urge in
men and women. He also sug-
gested that 'folklorists are very
much indebted to the scholars of
many academic disciplines, such
as historians, literary critics,
anthropologists, linguists' and

social scientists. The study of
folklore gradually has been set to
scientific approach. He also added
that a modern day folklorist cannot

avoid the understanding of the
genres of folklore through struc-
tural analysis. Another important
aspect of the paper was that where
Professor Mazharul Islam pointed
to the importance of the aesthetic
elements that can be found in the
subject of analysis, because ' the
aesthetic sense of creative man
found their expression' in the
treasured aspects of folklore.

The second day of the 6th
International Folklore Conference
was held, so to say, on the lap of
nature. The first session was held
in Shalbon. The delegates and
people interested in folklore were
taken to the rural setting by bus in
the morning. A large number of
scholars and thinkers congregated
at the conference, though the small
number of scholars from abroad
did not please the President of the
Bangladesh Folklore Society
professor Mazharul Islam. The
reception committee, which
included a number of scholars
worked hard to contact the notable
scholars in other countries. Profes-
sor Mazharul Islam, just before his
presidential address, regretted the
fact that the letters sent to those
scholars, by the postal division of
Bangladesh, took more than one

month to reach their destination. A
short cultural function was organ-
ised on the second day, at
Tepantor, in Bhaluka, in
Mymensingh, of the conference
before announcing the end to the
6" International Folklore Confer-
ence 2002.

Dr. Joshi, from Nepal, in his
address at the first day of the con-
ference in Dhaka, expressed his
hope that one day the celebration
of tradition and indigenous cultures
will bring the world together. Glob-
alization, so to say, is uprooting
indigenous cultures that men have
treasured for long. But it can be
easily understood that this pro-
cess, if it goes on, will alienate
people. Exchange of views and
culture on the other hand is a way
to add more and enrich the hitherto
rich treasure, that is folklore. Folk-
lore is a pure and pristine treasure
that belongs to many races and
communities of the world. And a
conference like this will surely help
folklore to find a solid ground in the
world where it can stand and
enlighten the new generations that
encounter a dynamic and changing
world everyday.
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